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PREFACE. 


SixCE  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  slaves  and  slavery  have  often  been 
pressed  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Those 
questions,  generally,  originated  by  the  slaveholding 
class,  have,  down  to  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  almost 
uniformly  resulted  in  the  success  of  measures  tending 
to  the  perpetuity  and  extension  of  slavery,  and  to  the 
increase  of  its  influence  over  the  National  Government. 
Since  the  breaking-out  of  the  Rebellion,  the  exigencies 
of  the  nation  have  forced  upon  the  3  7th  and  38th  Con- 
gresses the  consideration  of  a  series  of  antislavery 
measures.  These  measures,  so  comprehensive  in  their 
scope  and  character,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  lasting  in- 
fluence upon  the  future  of  the  country.  I  haAC  sought, 
in  this  volume,  to  narrate,  with  brevity,  fairness,  and 
impartiality,  the  history  of  the  antislavery  legislation 
of  Congress  during  the  past  three  years  of  civil  war. 
In  tracinsi:  the  words  of  the  actors  in  these  great  nieas- 
ures  of  legislation,  I  have  endeavored  faithfully  to  give 

their  ideas,  or  to  quote  theii*  words,  so  as  to  present  to 

a*  [t] 


tlu'  ri;ul«T  tlu'ir  jM»-itii>ii,  ti'tlini,'s,  :i!nl  npiiilons.  Trust- 
iuj;  tJiat  1  liiiM'  iiut  wlmlly  t'ailttl  in  my  I'lidcavors  to 
rtfiinl  with  tiiU-lity  this  aiiti>l:i\  i-ry  li  j^ishitioii,  1  present 
thi.-*  voluine  to  thi*  puMic,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  he  of 
«»«»nie  little  interest,  esju'cially  to  thuse  who,  ainiil  yi-ars 
lit*  iihliMpiv  ami  n-pruach,  ha\f  lahuictl  and  hoped  for 
the  dawning'  i»|'  th.it  da\\  vshcii,  in  all  the  wide  eireuit 
of  iiur  laml,  "  tin-  -un  will  not  rise  nj»on  a  master,  or 
set   ii[>un   u   sla\e." 
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CHAPTER    I. 

SLAVES   USED   FOR   INSURRECTIONAllY  PURPOSES 
MADE   FREE. 

SLAVKS  USED  IN  THE  REBEL  FORCES.  —  MR.  TRUMBULL'S  PROPOSITION 
TO  FREE  SLAVES  USED  FOR  MILITARY  PURPOSES.  —  MR.  TRUMBULL'S 
SPEECH. —  MR.  BRECKINRIDGE'S  SPEECH. —  MR.  WILSON'S  SPEECH. — 
•  MR.  BRECKINRIDGE'S  REPLY.  —  MR.  m'DOUGALL's  SPEKCH.  —  MR.  TEN 
EYCK's  speech.  —  MK.  PEARCE'S  SPEECH.  —  ADOPTION  OF  MK.  TRUM- 
BULL'S AMENDMENT  FREEING  SLAVES  USED  FOR  MILITARY  PURPOSES. 
—  SUBSTITUTE  REPORTED  BY  THE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
HOUSE.  —  SUBSTITUTE  REJECTED.  —  MR.  BINGHAM'S  SPEECH.  — •  MR. 
BURNETT'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  CRITTENDEN'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  KELLOGG'S 
SPEECH.  —  ME.  cox's  MOTION  TO  LAY  THE  BILL  ON  THE  TABLE. — 
MR.  PENDLETON'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  STEVENS'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  DIVEN'S 
SPEECH. —  MR.  PENDLETON'S  MOTION  TO  RECOMMIT  THE  BILL  CAR- 
RIED.—  BILL  REPORTED   BACK  WITH  AN  AMENDMENT. MR.  IIOLMAN'S 

MOTION   TO   LAY  THE   BILL  ON   THE   TABLE.  —  PASSAGE  OF   THE   BILL. 

AT  the  opening  of  the  Rel^elllon,  slaves  Avere  used 
by  their  masters  for  insurrectionary  purposes. 
Wherever  armed  rebels  gathered,  officers,  and  in  many 
instances  privates,  brought  their  slaves  with  them  as 
servants.  Slaves  were  put  at  work  on  fortifications, 
and  employed  by  thousands  as  laboi'crs  in  various  ca- 
pacities in  the  rising  forces  of  the  insurgents.  They 
were  used  in  the  erection  of  the  works  in  the  harbor  of 
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Cliarli'stiiii,  on  \\lii<-li  were  ])l:iiite(l  tlic  butteries  whose 
llre.s  ileiiiuli.-hed  Sutnter,  and  kindled  the  devastating 
tlanies  ot"  civil  war.  In  \'irginia,  where  the  rebel  forces 
were  massing  tor  the  contest,  the  ]al)or  of  slaves  light- 
ened tlie  toils  of  rebel  soldiers,  and  augmented  the 
j)ower8  of  rebel  armies. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  20th  of  July,  18G1,  Mr. 
Trumbull  (Ivep.)  of  Illinois,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  fludieiary,  i-eported,  by  order  of  that 
committee,  a  bill  to  confiscate  the  property  used  for 
insurrectionary  purposes.  The  bill  provided,  that  if 
during  the  jiresent  or  any  future  insurrection  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  after  the  President 
shall  ha\e  declared  by  proclamation  that  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  are  opposed,  and  the  execution  ob- 
structed, l)V  coniliinations  too  powerful  to  be  sup[)ressed 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  })roceedings,  any 
person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  agent,  attorney,  or 
emplotiS^  shall  })urehasc  or  acquire,  sell  or  give,  any 
pro{)erty,  of  whatsoever  kind  or  description,  with  intent 
to  use  (jr  employ  the  same,  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used 
or  employed,  in  aiding,  abetting,  or  promoting  such 
insurrection,  or  any  person  or  persons  engaged  therein  ; 
or  if  any  person  or  persons,  being  the  owner  or  owners 
of  any  such  property,  shall  knowingly  use  or  employ, 
or  consent  to  the  use  or  em[)loyment  of,  the  same,  —  all 
such  property  is  to  be  declared  to  be  lawful  subject  of 
prize  and  capture  wherever  found. 

Mr.  Fessenden  (Kep. )  of  Maine  thought  it  a  very 
imp(jrtant  bill,  that  had  better  be  postponed  for  consid- 
eration. Mr.  Trumbull  did  not  care  to  have  the  bill 
considereil  at  that  time  ;   but  he  would  like  to  offer  an 
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amcnclment,  not  reported  from  tlic  committee,  witli  tlic 
view  of  having-  it  before  the  Senate.  lie  then  proposed 
as  an  additional  section,  — 

"  That  whenever  auy  person  cLiiming  to  be  entitled  to  the 
service  or  labor  of  any  other  person,  under  the  laws  of  any 
State,  shall  employ  such  person  in  aiding  or  promoting  any 
insurrection,  or  in  resisting  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
shall  permit  or  suffer  him  to  be  so  employed,  he  shall  forfeit 
all  right  to  such  service  or  labor ;  and  the  person  whose  labor 
or  service  is  thus  claimed  shall  be  henceforth  discharged 
therefrom,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Mr.  Ten  Eyek  (Rep.)  of  New  Jersey  did  not  under- 
stand the  Cliairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy 
to  offer  the  amendment  from  that  committee.  jNIr. 
Trumbull  replied,  that  he  had  already  stated  that  he 
offered  the  amendment  himself,  not  from  the  committee. 

On  the  2 2d  of  July,  the  day  following  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  the  bill  to  confiscate  property  used  for  in- 
surrectionary 2^urposes  was  taken  up  for  consideration ; 
the  pending  question  being  jNIr.  Trumbull's  amendment 
freeing  slaves  used  for  military  purposes.  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  said,  "This  amendment 
strikes  me  as  very  objectionable.  I  do  not  propose  to 
argue  it,  for  I  am  aware  it  will  probably  command  a 
decided  majority  in  the  Senate  ;  but  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  amendment."  jMr.  Trumbull,  Chair- 
man of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Breckinridge,  said,  "As  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called 
for,  I  will  state  simply  what  it  is,  and  all  there  is  of  it. 
The  amendment  provides,  that  if  any  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  any  State,  under  the  laws  thereof 
(by  which,  of  course,  is  meant  a  slave  in  any  of  these 
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States),  it"  cmplitN cd,  in  aid  ut'  this  lulx'llion,  in  tlig- 
giu""  ditches  or  iiitiviiciiineiits,  or  in  any  other  way,  or 
if  used  tor  carrying  guns,  or  it"  used  to  destroy  this 
Ciovenunent,  by  tlie  consent  t»t'  iiis  master,  his  master 
shall  t'ort"eit  all  right  to  him,  and  he  shall  be  for  ever 
discharged  ;  and  J  am  glad  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called 
to  let  us  see  who  is  willing  to  vote  that  the  traitorous 
owner  of  a  negro  shall  employ  him  to  shoot  down  the 
Union  men  of  the  einintry,  and  yet  insist  upon  restoring 
him  to  the  traitor  that  owns  him.  I  understand  that 
negroes  were  in  the  fight  which  has  recently  occurred. 
I  take  it  that  negroes  Avho  are  used  to  destroy  the 
Union,  and  to  shoot  down  the  Union  men  by  the  con- 
sent of  traitorous  masters,  onght  not  to  be  restored  to 
them.  If  the  senator  from  Kentucky  is  in  favor  of 
restoring  them,  let  him  vote  against  the  amendment. 
To  these  remarks  of  ]\Ir.  Trundjull,  Mr.  lireckinridge 
replied,  with  some  warmth  of  manner,  ''  The  line  of 
remarks  made  by  the  senator  appears  to  nie  to  be  alto- 
gether imcalled  for.  I  expect  to  do  my  duty  here  as  a 
senator,  upon  my  own  conscience  and  upt)n  my  own 
judgment,  according  to  the  Constitution.  1  shall  enter 
into  no  argument  in  reply.  I  showed  my  willingness 
to  \<»te  by  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  In  my  opin- 
ion, the  amendment  will  be  one  of  a  series  which  will 
amount,  before  we  are  done  Avith  it,  —  if,  unhap})ily, 
we  have  no  settlement  or  adjustment  soon,  —  to  a  gen- 
eral confiscation  of  all  property,  and  a  loosing  of  all 
bonds.  The  inferences  the  senator  draws  are  not 
deducible  from  my  motives  and  purpose  in  calling  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  amendment,  and  the  vote  I 
shall'  irive." 
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"I  shall  vote,"  said  Mr.  Wilson  (Rep.)  of  Massa- 
chusetts, "with  more  heart  than  I  vote  for  ordinary 
nieasiu-es,  for  this  proposition.  I  hope  the  Senate  and 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives  will  sustain  it,  and  that 
this  Government  will  carry  it  out  with  an  inflexibility 
that  knows  no  change.  The  idea  that  men  w^ho  are  in 
arms  destroying  their  country  shall  be  permitted  to  use 
others  for  that  purpose,  and  that  we  shall  stand  by  and 
issue  orders  to  our  commanders,  that  we  should  dis- 
trraee  our  cause  and  our  country  bv  returning  such 
men  to  their  traitorous  masters,  ought  not  longer  to  be 
entertained.  The  time  has  come  for  that  to  cease ; 
and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  mean  it  shall  cease.  If  there  is  anybody  in  this 
Chamber  that  chooses  to  take  the  other  path,  let  him  do 
it :  let  him  know  what  our  purpose  is.  Our  purpose  is 
to  save  this  Government  and  save  this  country,  and  to 
put  down  treason ;  and,  if  traitors  use  bondmen  to 
destroy  this  country,  my  doctrine  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment shall  at  once  convert  those  bondmen  into  men  that 
cannot  be  used  to  destroy  our  country.  I  have  no 
apologies  to  make  for  this  position.  I  take  it  proudly. 
I  think  the  time  has  come,  when  this  Go^■ernment,  and 
the  men  who  are  in  arms  under  the  Government,  should 
cease  to  return  to  traitors  their  fugitive  slaves,  whom 
they  are  using  to  erect  batteries,  to  mui'der  brave  men 
who  are  fighting  under  the  flag  of  their  country.  The 
time  has  come  when  we  should  deal  with  the  men  who 
are  organizing  negro  companies,  and  teaching  them 
to  shoot  down  loyal  men  for  the  only  oftence  of  uphold- 
ing the  flag  of  their  country.  I  hope  further,  sir,  that 
there   is   a  public   sentiment   in  this  country  that  will 
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lila>t  imii  who  will  ri-c  in  the  Senate,  or  out  of  it,  to 
laaki'  a]»»li>gie.s  i'nv  tivasim,  t)r  to  defend  or  to  maintain 
till' di>etrine  that  this  (luveinnu'iit  is  hound  to  proteet 
traitors  in  eonvertini,'  their  sla\es  into  tools  lor  the 
destruetion  of  the  Kepuhlie." 

"One  sinj^le  word,  sir,"  said  ^Iv.  Iheekinridue  in 
reply.  "  The  senator  from  Massachusetts  is  a  senator 
from  that  Connnonwealth,  and,  I  presume,  discharges 
what  he  l)elic\es  to  l)e  his  duty.  I  am  a  senator  from 
Ki-ntuekv,  and  1  d')  the  same  thin<^- ;  and  when  the 
senatt)r  attempts  to  deter  me  from  doing  my  duty  in  my 
j)laee,  hy  intimating  to  me  that  the  public  sentiment, 
liere  or  elsewhere,  will  blast  any  man  who  votes  as  he 
believes  in  his  conscience  to  be  right,  I  tell  him  that 
he  speaks  to  the  wind.  I  will  utter  no  unparliamentary 
language  ;  but  I  give  that  senator  notice  now,  that  it  is 
j)erfeetly  idk-  to  attempt  to  intluence  the  conduct  of 
senators,  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties,  by  any 
such  coiu'se  of  remark." 

"1  un(KT.-tand  this  amendment,"  said  .Mi-.  M'Doiigall 
(Di-m.)  of  California,  ''to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  confis- 
cation for  treason.  I  am  in  favor  of  it ;  but  I  ask  the 
senator  from  Illinois  to  make  one  modification  in  it. 
As  it  now  reads,  it  makes  the  confiscation  where  the 
masters  'permit  or  suffer'  the  employment  of  these 
parties.  '  Sntllr  '  may  be  something  he  is  compelled  to 
<1«',  and  therefore  I  object  to  that  term."  Mr.  'J'rumbull 
Would  agree  to  that  amendment. 

-Mr.  Ten  Kyck  of  New  Jersey  said,  "  Xo  longer  ago 
than  Saturday  last,  I  voted  in  the  Judiciary  Committee 
against  this  amendment,  for  two  reasons  :  first,  I  did 
not  belii-\  e  that  persons  in  rebellion  against  this  Govern- 
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mcnt  would  make  use  of  .such  means  as  the  employment 
of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  their  armies ; 
secondly,  because  I  did  not  know  what  was  to  be- 
come of  these  poor  wretches  if  they  were  discharged. 
God  knows,  we  do  not  want  them  in  our  section  of  the 
Union.  But,  sir,  having  learned,  and  believing,  that 
these  persons  have  been  employed  with  arms  in  their 
hands  to  shed  the  blood  of  the  Union-loving  men  of  this 
country,  I  shall  now  vote  in  favor  of  that  amendment, 
with  less  regard  to  what  may  become  of  these  peo[)le 
than  I  had  on  Satui'day.  I  will  merely  instance  tliat 
there  is  a  precedent  for  this.  If  I  recollect  history 
aright,  Gen.  Jackson,  in  the  Seminole  AVar,  declared 
that  every  slave  who  was  taken  in  arms  against  the 
United  States  should  be  set  free." 

"  It  will  not  be  surprising  to  the  Senate,"  said  Mr. 
Pearce  (Dem.)  of  Maryland,  "if  those  who  come  from 
tlie  section  of  the  country  in  which  I  reside  should  be 
a  little  sensitive  at  any  thing  which  proposes,  as  this 
amendment  does,  an  act  of  emancipation,  however 
limited  and  qualified.  That  is  my  objection  to  it.  Be- 
sides, I  think  it  will  be  hvutum  fulmen.  Nothing 
will  come  of  it  but  more  of  that  irritation  of  which  it  is 
my  earnest  prayer  there  shall  be  as  little  as  possible.  I 
think  it  is  the  part  of  statesmen,  in  managing  the  con- 
cerns of  the  country  at  tkis  dreadful  crisis,  to  observe 
all  possible  toleration,  all  conciliation,  all  liberality  ;  not 
looking  merely  at  the  events  of  the  day,  but  at  the 
great  events  that  may  crowd  upon  us  for  years,  and 
upon  whicli  the  fate  of  the  country,  for  weal  or  for 
woe,  may  depend  for  a  century.  I  am  not  insensible 
to  the   niamitude   of  this  occasion.     I  look  at  all  its 
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aspt'cts,  and  at  all  tlu'  (-•uii.-rtjueuces  which  may  vc.<ult 
fiuiu  tliat  which  is  now  in  progress.  *No  man  do- 
pk)res  it  more  deeply  than  1  do.  No  man  sought 
more  earnestly  to  slum  it.  I  only  ask  now,  that  this 
measure,  ^vhich  cannot  be  of  any  very  active  force,  may 
nut  be  adopted  ;  because  it  will  only  add  one  more  to 
the  irritations  which  are  already  exas[)crating  the  eoun- 
trv  to  far  too  fri'eat  an  extent.  It  will  inHanie  sus])icii)n8 
wiiich  ha\e  had  nuK-li  to  do  wilh  producing  our  [)rcs('nt 
evils  ;  will  disturb  those  who  are  now  calm  and  quiet ; 
inHame  those  who  are  restless  ;  irritate  numbers  w^ho 
would  not  be  exasperated  by  any  thing  else  ;  and  will, 
in  all  probability,  produce  no  other  real  effect  than  these. 
Being,  then,  useless,  unnecessary,  and  irritating,  it  is, 
in  my  opinion,  unwise." 

The  question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted 

—  yeas  33,  nays  G  —  as  follows  :  — 

Yeas.  —  Messrs.  Antliony,  IJin-^liam,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark, 
CoUamcr,  Cowan,  Di.xoii,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  (irimes, 
Ilalc,  Ilarlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  King,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  M'Dougall,  Morrill,  Nesniith,  Ponieroy,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Sunmer,  Ten  Eyek,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson, 

—  33. 

N.ws.  —  Messrs.  Breckinridge,  Johnson  of  Missouri,  Kennedy, 
Pearce,  Polk,  and  Powell,  —  0. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  as  ameitded,  the  amendments  were 
conciu'rcd  in,  timl  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

In  the  House  of  llei)resentatives,  on  the  2d  of 
August,  yiv.  Hingham  (IJep.)  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  dudiciary,  reported  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment in  the  natm-e  of  a  substitute,  the  Senate  bill  to 
Confiscate   property  used   for  insurrectionary  purposes. 
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It  provided  that  whenever  hereafter,  during  the  exiirt- 
ence  of  the  present  insurrection  against  the  Governnient 
of  the  United  States,  any  person  held  to  hibor  or  service 
under  the  laws  of  any  State  shall  be  required  or  per- 
mitted, by  the  person  to  whom  such  labor  or  service  is 
due,  or  his  legal  agent,  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
United  States,  or  to  work  or  be  employed  in  or  about 
any  fort,  navy-yard,  armory,  dock-yard,  ship,  or  in  any 
military  or  naval  service,  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  as  the  servant  of  any  person  engaged 
in  active  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  then  the 
person  to  whom  such  labor  is  due  shall  forfeit  all  claim 
to  such  service  or  labor,  any  law  of  any  State  or  of 
the  United  States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ; 
and,  in  case  of  a  claim  for  such  labor,  such  facts  shall 
be  a  full  and  sufficient  answer. 

jMr.  Bingham  said,  "  The  substitute  is  the  instruction 
of  a  majority  of  the  committee,  from  which  I  dissent." 
]Mi-.  Sheffield  (Dem.)  of  Khode  Island  desired  "to 
know  to  whom  this  right  of  property  is  to  be  forfeited." 
To  this  question  Mr.  Bingham  replied,  "The  forfeiture 
is  simply  a  forfeiture  of  all  claim,  under  any  State  laws 
or  under  any  laws  of  the  United  States,  of  the  person  so 
offending,  to  any  pei'son  hitherto  held  to  service  by  him." 

Mr.  Kellogg  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  bill,  —  to  strike  out,  in  the  fourth 
section,  all  after  the  sixth  line,  as  follows:  "And  the 
person  whose  labor  or  service  is  thus  claimed  shall  be 
thenceforth  discharged  therefrom,  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding  ;  "  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  as 
follows  :  "And  such  claim  to  service  or  labor  shall  be 
confiscated." 
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Mr.  IJinghum  dciuiUKlod  the  })reviuu.s  question  on  the 
suhstitute  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Oonunittee,  and 
the  sulistltute  was  rejected. 

Mr.  liinnliaiu  then  remarked,  that  "the  Senate  hill  is 
a  sweeping  declaratit)n,  that  wlienever  any  person  claim- 
ing to  be  entitled  to  the  service  or  hibor  of  any  other 
person,  under  the  laws  of  any  State,  shall  employ  such 
person  in  aiding  or  promoting  any  insurrection,  or  in 
resisting  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  shall  permit 
him  to  be  so  employed,  he  shall  forfeit  all  right  to  such 
service  or  labor ;  and  the  person  wliose  labor  or  service 
is  thus  claimed  shall  be  thenceforth  discharged  there- 
from,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Mr.  Burnett  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  understood  that 
"the  use  of  a  slave,  by  authority  of  the  owner,  in  any 
mode  which  will  tend  to  aid  or  prcnnote  this  insurrec- 
tion, will  entitle  that  slave  to  his  freedom."  —  "Certainly 
it  will,"  replied  ^Ir.  Bingham.  "Or  with  his  consent," 
inquired  ]Mr.  Burnett,  "or  the  consent  of  his  agent,  in 
anv  mode  whatever,  then  the  negro  is  entitled  to  his 
freedom?" — "Yes,  sir,"  replied  Mr.  Bingham.  "Then," 
exclaimed  Mr.  Burnett,  "that  amounts  tt)  a  wholesale 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the  seceding  or  rebellious 
States."  — "  Xo  just  court  in  America,"  replied  Mr. 
Bingham,  "will  ever  construe  this  fourth  section,  if  it 
becomes  a  law,  to  the  effect,  that  because  it  hapi)ens 
that  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  a  seceding 
State,  hold  slaves,  this  law  amounts  to  an  emancipation 
of  their  slaves.  By  the  express  words  of  the  bill,  it  is 
limited  in  its  effect  to  those  persons,  who  themselves,  by 
their  own  direct  acts,  for  the  purpose  of  overturning  the 
powers    of  the    Government,  employ,   or   consent  that 
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others  shall  employ,  the  services  of  their  slaves  to  that 
end.  I  aver  that  a  traitor  should  not  only  forfeit  his 
slaves,  but  he  should  forfeit  his  life  as  well."  —  "It  has 
been  conceded,"  said  Mr.  Crittenden  of  Kentucky,  "  In 
all  time,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  no 
power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  within  tlie 
States.  Absence  of  all  power  of  legislation  in  time  of 
peace  must  be  the  absence  of  the  same  power  at  all 
times.  You  have  no  power,  by  your  Constitution,  to 
touch  slavery  at  all." 

Mr.  M'Clernand  (Dem.)  of  Illinois  inquired  "if  it 
would  not  be  competent,  according  to  the  laws  of  war, 
for  the  Government  to  forfeit  the  ownership  of  a  horse 
found  In  the  use  of  the  enemy  in  war,  and  if  a  law  which 
would  forfeit  the  ownership  of  a  horse  would  not  forfeit 
the  title  to  a  negro  found  engaged  in  military  service." 
—  "I  am  not  inquiring,"  replied  Mr.  Crittenden,  "nor 
am  I  prepared  to  make  an  argument,  as  to  powers  in 
a  state  of  war,  — as  to  national  law,  world-wide  law.  I 
am  interposing  a  positive  statute  ;  and  I  say,  if  there  is 
no  power  to  do  this  thing  in  time  of  peace,  there  is  no 
such  power  at  any  time." 

Mr.  Kellogg  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  suggested  to  Mr. 
Crittenden,  "whether  it  is  not  competent  to  forfeit  the 
claim  that  a  man  has  to  his  slaves,  for  treason  in  the 
master,  in  the  same  way  that  he  would  forfeit  his  claim 
to  his  horse,  and  yet  not  at  all  conflict  with  or  abrogate 
the  law  that  authorizes  the  holding  of  slaves."  —  "If 
you  have  no  power,"  replied  Mr.  Crittenden,  "there  the 
question  ends.  Well,  have  you  a  ])ower  to  legislate 
concerning  a  slave  in  Kentucky,  as  to  his  rights  present 
or  future?     Have  you  a  right  to  Impose  any  terms  or 
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coiulitioiis  on  tlio  master,  in  time  of  peace,  on  which  the 
slave  shall  be  entitled  to  his  liberty  ?  " 

Mr.  KcHoo^jj:,  in  answer,  said,  "My  idea  on  that  point 
is  siniplv  this  :  that  the  citizen  of  Kentucky,  like  the 
citizen  of  any  State,  by  an  infraction  of  law,  —  of 
tlie  hiuhfst  law  oi'  the  country,  —  is  liable  to  penalties 
and  forli'itui'cs.  It  <)])eratcs  on  the  person  to  forfeit  his 
ricfht  bv  his  own  ciinif,  and  does  not  at  all  attack  or 
invalidate  tiie  ri^lit  to  hold  slaves  or  abolish  slavery  in 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  Cox  (l)cni.)  of  Ohio  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  his  motion.  The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative, — yeas  57,  nays  71.  i\Ir. 
Pendleton  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  mo\cd  to  reconunit  the 
bill  to  the  Judiciary  Conunittcc.  "I  may  be  asked," 
said  Mr.  Diven  (Kep.)  of  New  York,  "'What  Avould 
yon  do  with  negroes  taken  in  actual  arms  against  the 
country?  What  would  you  do  with  negroes  found 
employed  in  building  shi[)S-of-war,  fighting  battles 
against  the  country,  rearing  fortifications  from  which 
shots  ai'e  to  be  fired  on  the  soldiers  of  the  Union?' 
AMiy,  sir,  1  woukl  treat  them  as  men  in  arms  against 
the  country.  I  would  treat  them  as  prisoners  of  war. 
Tiien*  I  admit  that  a  question,  entirely  novel  in^the 
usages  of  war,  at  once  occurs.  You  have  then  got  a 
species  of  men  as  prisoners  whom  the  usages  of  war,  in 
no  place  that  I  have  ever  seen,  treat  as  such.  I  proposed 
in  cojnmittee,  as  a  substitute  for  this  bill,  to  relieve  the 
Goverjuncnt  and  the  war-power  of  the  country  from  the 
attitude  in  whieh  the  seizure  of  these  men  thus  employed 
against  the  (lovei  lunent  would  place  them,  by  providing 
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the  simple  penalty,  that  any  man  taken  In  arms  against 
the  Government  is  taken  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  whetlier 
he  be  bhick  or  white  or  tawny,  or  whatever  may  be  his 
complexion.  Afterwards,  when  you  come  to  determine 
on  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  you  can  determine  on  what 
terms  they  should  be  released.  I  would  have  a  law  by 
which  our  generals,  when  they  come  to  settle  on  the 
release  as  to  prisoners,  shall  make  the  release  of  those 
black  men  thus  employed  dependent  on  the  master's  los- 
ing all  right  to  them.  For  such  a  law,  and  such  a  bill,  I 
will  go  most  cordially." 

Mr.  Stevens  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  said,  "When  a 
country  is  in  open  war  with  an  enemy,  every  publicist 
agrees  that  you  have  the  right  to  use  every  means 
which  will  weaken  him.  Vattel  says,  that  in  time  of 
war,  if  it  be  a  just  war,  and  there  be  a  people  who  have 
been  oppressed  by  the  enemy,  and  that  enemy  be  con- 
quered, the  victorious  party  cannot  return  that  oppressed 
people  to  the  bondage  from  which  they  have  rescued 
them.  I  wish  gentlemen  would  read  what  Yattel  says 
upon  this  subject.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
especially,  would  read  the  remark  of  Yattel,  that  one  of 
the  most  glorious  consequences  of  victory  is  giving  free- 
dom to  those  who  are  oppressed." — "I  agree  to  it," 
replied  Mr.  Diven.  "Then  how  is  it,"  asked  Mr. 
Stevens,  "that  if  we  are  justified  in  taking  property 
from  the  enemy  in  war,  when  you  have  rescued  an 
oppressed  people  from  the  oppression  of  that  enemy,  by 
what  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  by  what  principle 
of  philanthropy,  can  you  return  them  to  the  bondage 
from  which  you  have  delivered  them,  and  rivet  again 
the  chains  you  have  once  broken  ?     It  is  a  disgrace  to 
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tlic  party  wliidi  advocates  it.  It  is  against  the  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  against  every  principle  ot" 
pliilanthropy.  1,  tor  one,  sliall  never  shrink  from  say- 
ing, when  these  slftves  are  once  conquered  by  us,  '  Go, 
and  be  free.'  (iod  forbid  that  I  should  ever  agree  that 
they  should  be  restored  again  to  their  masters !  I 
warn  Southern  gentlemen,  that,  if  this  war  is  to  con- 
tinue, there  will  be  a  time  when  my  friend  from  New 
York  (  .Mr.  I)I\cn  )  will  see  it  declared  l)y  this  free  na- 
tion, that  every  bondman  in  the  South —  belonging  to 
a  rel)el,  recollect ;  I  confine  it  to  them  —  shall  be  called 
upon  to  aid  us  in  war  against  their  masters,  and  to 
restore  this  Union." 

On  Mr.  Pendleton's  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  House  voted,  —  ayes 
()i>,  noes  48.  Mr.  Stevens  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted.  jVIr.  Kellogg 
moved  that  the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table.  ^Nlr.  Bur- 
nett demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  they  were 
ordered,  —  yeas  71,  nays  Gl. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  ]\Ir.  Bingham,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  back  the  Senate  bill 
to  confiscate  property  used  for  insurrectionary  purposes, 
with  an  amendment,  and  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  The  amendment 
proposed  to  strike  out  all  of  section  four  of  the  Senate 
bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert, — 

"That  whenever  hereafter,  during  tlie  insurrection  against 
the  floverunient  ot"  tlie  United  States,  any  person  claimed  to  be 
held  to  lalior  or  service  under  thi'  laws  of  any  State  shall 
be  re(iMii-ed  or  pennitted  by  the  person  to  whom  such  labor 
oi  service  is  claimed  to  be  due,  or  by  the  lawful  agent  of  such 
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person,  to  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  shall  be 
required  or  permitted  by  the  pei'son  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  is  claimed  to  be  due,  or  his  lawful  agent,  to  work  or  to 
be  employed  in  or  upon  any  fort,  nav^^-yard,  dock,  armory, 
ship,  or  intrenchment,  or  in  any  military  or  naval  service 
whatever,  against  the  Government  and  lawful  authority  of 
the  United  States,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  person  to 
whom  such  service  is  claimed  to  be  due  shall  foi-feit  his  claim 
to  such  labor,  any  law  of  the  State  or  of  the  United  States 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and,  whenever  thereafter  the 
person  claiming  such  labor  or  service  shall  seek  to  enforce  his 
claim,  it  shall  be  a  full  and  sufficient  answer  to  such  claim, 
that  the  person  whose  service  or  labor  is  claimed  had  been 
employed  in  hostile  service  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  tliis  act." 

Mr.  Vallandigham  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  called  for  tellers 
on  ordering  the  previous  question  :  they  were  ordered, 
the  House  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported,  —  ayes  53, 
nays  42.  iMr.  Holman  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  Mr.  Sheffield  of  Rhode  Is- 
land demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  M'Phcrson 
(Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  asked  Mr.  Holman  to  Avithdraw 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  enable  him  to  move  to 
postpone  the  bill  until  December  next.  The  question 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Holman's  motion,  and  lost,  —  yeas 
47,  nays  6Q.  The  question  recurring  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  INIi'.  jMal- 
lory  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  moved  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  they 
were  ordered, — yeas  30,  nays  75.  Mr.  Bingham  de- 
manded the  previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill ;  and  it  was  ordered.  ISIr.  Burnett  demanded  tlie 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and  they  were 
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onk'i'fd.      The  (jucstittn  w:is  tiikcn,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  atllriuative,  —  yeas  GO,  nays  48,  —  as  follows  :  — 

Ykas.  — Messrs.  AUlricli,  Alley.  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baxter, 
Beaman,  Bin^'liaiu,  Fraiuns  1'.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  BiilUn- 
ton,  Chanii)erlaiii.  Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conklinj^,  Covode, 
Duell,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  F'ranchot,  F>ank,  Granger, 
Gurley,  llaiiciiett,  Harrison,  Hutchius,  Julian,  Kelley,  i'runcis  W. 
Kellogyr,  William  Kelloyg,  Lansing,  Looniis,  Lovejoy,  M'Kean,  Mitch- 
ell, Justin  8.  Morrill,  Olin,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Sedgwick,  Siieffield,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan,  Spauld- 
ing,  Stevens,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train,  Van  Horn,  Verree,  Wal-' 
lace,  Charles  \V.  Walton,  E.  F.  Walton,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White, 
antl  Windom,  —  60. 

Nays.  —  Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  George  H.  Browne, 
Burnett,  Calvert,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Diven,  Dunlap, 
Dunn,  English,  Fouke,  (j rider,  Haight,  Hale,  Harding,  Holman,  Hor- 
ton,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Law,  May,  M'Clernand,  M'Fherson,  Mallory, 
IMenzies,  Morris,  Noble,  Norton,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Porter,  Heid,  Rob- 
inson, James  S.  Rollins,  Shell,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  Stratton,  IVan- 
cis  Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Webster,  and 
Wicklitie,  — 48. 

So  the  Senate  bill  to  confiscate  the  property  used  for 
msurrectionary  purposes,  ■with  the  provision  moved  hy 
]\Ir.  Trumbull,  making  free  the  slaves  used  by  the  rebel 
forces,  amended  by  the  amendment  reported  by  ]Mr. 
Bingham  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  was  passed. 
It  received  the  approval  of  the  President  on  the  (jth  of 
August,  and  became,  in  the  words  of  jNIr.  Breckin- 
ridge, the  first  "  of  a  series  of  acts  loosing  all  bonds." 
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WILSON.  —  MR.  LOVEJOY''s  BILL.—  MR.  SUMNER'S  RESOLUTION. —  MR. 
cowan's  speech.  —  RESOLUTION  OF  MR.  WILSON  OF  IOWA.  —  BILL  OF 
MR.  AVILSON  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  BILL  CONSIDERED. 
—  MR.  SAULSBURY'S  MOTION  TO  POSTPONE  INDEFINITELY.  —  MR.  COL- 
LAMER'S  amendment.  —  MR.  POWELL'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  COLLAMER's 
SPEECH.  —  MR.  AVILSON's  SPEECH.  —  MR.  PEAKCE"s  SPEECH.  —  Mil. 
•  BLAIR'S  BILL  TO  MAKE  AN  ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE  OF  WAR.  —  MR. 
BINGHAM'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  VALLANDIGHAM'S  MOTION  TO  LAY  THE 
BILL  ON  THE  TABLE.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  HOUSE  BILL.  —  REPORTED 
BY  ME.  WILSON  IN  THE  SENATE.  —  MR.  DAVIs'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR. 
SAULSBURY'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  m'DOUGALL'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  HOW- 
ARD'S SPEECH.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  RESOLUTION 
CONCERNING  THE  SURRENDER  OF  FUGITIVES.  —  MR.  GRIMES's  AMEND- 
MENT.—  MR.  GRIMES'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  SAULS- 
BURY'S  SPEECH. 

IN  the  outset  of  the  Rebellion,  slaves  inspired  by  the 
hope  of  freedom  came  within  the  lines  of  the  Union 
armies.  Their  masters  often  sought  for  them  within 
the  encampments,  where  they  had  hoped  for  protection 
and  freedom,  and  demanded  their  surrender  as  escaped 
bondmen.  While  many  officers  refused  to  surrender 
these  persons  claimed  as  slaves,  or  to  permit  slave  mas- 
ters to  seek  for  them  wdthin  their  camps,  other  officers 
readily  permitted  them  or  their  agents,  weaponed  for 
"violence,  to  search  their  camps,  seize,  bind,  and  bear 
away  their  trembling,   despairing   victims.       In    many 
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instances,  sl:i\cs,  wlai  hail  LruugliL  to  the  uiHccrs  uf"  the 
Union  ainiies  intelligence  of  great  value,  were  given  up 
on  the  demand  ol'  rehel  claimants.  These  shives  surren- 
dered l»y  otiicers  ot"  the  army  were  often  most  mercilessly 
punished  by  their  enraged  masters,  whose  arms  were 
doubtless  nerved  by  the  malignity  of  their  hearts  toward 
the  country  and  its  defenders.  This  revolting  practice 
)f  arresting  and  siu'rendering  fugitives  coming  within 
the  lines  of  the  armies  demoralized  the  soldiers,  and 
outraged  the  moral  sense  of  the  nation. 

In  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  on  the  9th  of 
July,  IStU,  iSIr.  Lovejoy  (Hep.)  of  Illinois  introduced 
the  following  resolution,  and  demanded  the  previous 
question  upon  its  passage  :  "  That,  in  the  judgment 
of  this  House,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  United  States  to  capture  and  return  fugitive  slaves." 
Mr.  Mallory  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  moved  to  lay  it  upon 
the  table,  —  yeas  GO,  nays  81.  The  cpiestion  recurring 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  Mr.  Logan  (Dem.)  of 
llliudis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered, — yeas   'J3,  nays  55. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  4th  of  December,  18G1,  Mr. 
Wilson  (lve[).)  of  jMassachusetts  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  punish  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  army  for  arresting,  detaining,  or  delivering 
persons  claimed  as  fugitive  slaves.  Mr.  Lovejoy  (Kej).) 
of  Illinois,  on  the  4th  of  December,  introduced  a  bill 
making  it  a  ])enal  oflence  for  any  officer  or  ])rivate  of 
the  army  or  na\  v  to  ca])turc  or  return,  or  aid  in  the 
capture  or  n>turn  of,  fugitive  slaves.  It  was  read  twice, 
nnd  its  consideration  postponed  to  the  lUth  of  Decem- 
ber. 
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In  the  Senate,  on  the  17th  of  Deeeniber,  Mr.  Sumner 
(Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  introduced,  and  asked  for  its 
immediate  consideration,  a  resohition,  — '■  "  That  the 
Committee  on  ^Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia  be  di- 
rected to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  addi- 
tional legislation,  that  our  national  armies  shall  not  be 
employed  in  the  surrender  of  fugitive  slaves."  Mr. 
M'Dougall  (Dera.)  of  California  objecting,  the  reso- 
lution went  over  under  the  rule  ;  but  it  came  up  for 
consideration  the  next  day,  and  Mr.  Sumner  stated  that 
he  had  received  communications  in  regard  to  the  out- 
rages perpetrated  in  the  armies.  He  said,  "  AVith  these 
.communications  which  I  have  received,  some  of  an 
official  character  and  others  of  a  private  character,  I 
have  felt  that  I  should  not  do  my  duty  if  I  did  not  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  outrage.  It  must 
be  arrested.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  my  friend  and 
colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  promises  us  at  once  a  bill  to  meet  this  grievance. 
It  ought  to  be  introduced  promptly,  and  to  be  passed 
at  once.  Our  troops  ought  to  be  saved  from  this 
shame."  ]Mr.  Cowan  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  appre- 
hended that  ^'  there  need  be  no  possible  difficulty  what- 
ever upon  this  question  in  any  of  its  aspects."  He 
thought  "  we  had  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  all 
these  questions.  We  send  a  general,"  he  said,  "  to 
suppress  this  insurrection.  AVhat  is  his  duty?  If  he 
meets  a  negro  upon  his  errand,  and  that  negro  is  an 
enemy,  he  treats  him  as  an  enemy ;  if  the  negro  is  a 
friend,  he  treats  him  as  a  friend,  and  uses  him  as  such. 
Nothing,  to  my  mind,  can  be  simpler.  How  is  he  to 
determine  the  title  to  that  negro?     Suppose,  ]Mr.  Pi-esi- 
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(Irnt,  vou  wcri'  to  j^o  into  his  caiiii),  and  ^ay,  'Sir,  Iiere 
i;^  iii\  lU'Liro  :  I  want  him.'  The  obvious  answer  of  the 
gviu'rul  is,  'My  dear  sir,  that  may  be  all  true;  I  have 
no  desire  to  raise  any  issues  ot"  iact  with  you  :  it  may  be 
that  this  is  your  negro  ;  but  I  cannot  determine  that 
question  ;  I  cannot  try  the  title  to  him ;  I  am  not  a 
court;  I  am  not  a  jury,'  —  a  great  many  of  them,  in- 
deed, are  not  even  lawyers.  How  are  they  to  deter- 
mine wlu'thci-  this  negro  is  a  slave  or  not?  Tliey  cannot 
determine  it ;  tiiey  have  no  right  to  determine  it.  If 
the  master,  being  a  loyal  man,  in  that  cainj)  Insists, 
and  says,  'This  is  my  negro;'  I  do  not  know  what 
other  men  might  do,  but,  if  I  were  the  general,  I  would 
say  to  him,  '  If  this  is  your  negro,  your  "boy,"  as  you 
call  him,  —  tliis  man  that  you  are  educating  to  civili- 
zation and  ("hristlaiiity,  —  if  he  will  go  with  you,  if  he 
is  willing  to  submit  to  your  guardianship  In  this  behalf, 
take  him,  in  (Jod's  name,  and  be  away  with  him.' 
Suppose  tlu'  claimant  says,  'lie  will  not  go,  and  I 
want  to  force  him  : '  Avhat  then?  I  would  say  to  him, 
'Xo,  you  cannot  do  that;  because  that  presumes  that 
I  decide  the  very  question  which  I  am  Incompetent  to 
decide.  I  cannot  allow  you  to  use  force  here,  because 
I  am  the  constable  of  the  nation,  and  I  am  the  reposi- 
tary  of  its  force  in  this  behalf,  and  you  cannot  use  it.' " 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

]\Ir.  AVilson  (Ivcp.)  of  Iowa,  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, offered  the  following  resolution,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question  upon  it :  "  That  the  Committee  on 
^Military  Affairs  be  requested  to  report  a  bill  to  this 
House  for  the  enactment  of  an  additional  article  of  war, 
whereby  all  officers  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 


BY    PERSONS    IX    THE    ARINIY.  21 

States  shall  be  prohibited  from  using  any  portio-n  of  the 
forces  under  their  respective  commands  for  the  purpose 
of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  labor,  and  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  such  officers  as  may  violate  said 
article  by  dismissal  from  the  service."  Pending  the 
question,  the  House,  on  the  motion  of  ]\Ir.  Cox  (Dcm.) 
of  Ohio,  adjourned, — yeas  58,  nays  53. 

jNlr.  AVilson  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  23d  of 
December,  introduced  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  arrest 
of  persons  claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor  by  the 
officers  of  the  military  and  nii^val  service  of  the  United 
States  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  jNIilitary  Affiiirs.  It  declared  that  officers  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  have,  Avithout 
the  authority  of  law,  and  against  the  plainest  dictates 
of  justice  and  humanity,  caused  persons  claimed  as 
fugitives  from  service  or  labor  to  be  seized,  held,  and 
delivered  up  ;  and  that  such  conduct  has  brought  dis- 
credit upon  our  arms,  and  reproach  upon  our  Govern- 
ment;  and  it  therefore  proceeded  to  enact,  that  any 
officer  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  cause  any  person,  claimed  to  be  held 
to  service  or  labor  by  reason  of  African  descent,  to  be 
seized,  held,  detained,  or  delivered  up  to  or  for  any 
person  claiming  such  service  or  labor,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  dishonorably 
discharged,  and  for  ever  ineligible  to  any  appointment 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1862,  Mr.  AYilson  reported 
back  his  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs, 
with  an  amendment.  On  the  7th  of  January,  Mr. 
Wilson  called  it  up ;   and  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee 
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ot"  the  ^\  hole,  judcccdcd  to  its  (.'oiisideration.  The 
Coiiiinittce-  oil  Military  Afllilrs  rejjorted  an  ameudinent 
to  strike  out  all  ot"  the  original  bill,  and  insert  as  a 
substitute,  "That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  officer  iu 
till'  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  any  person  claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor 
by  reason  of  African  decent  to  be  seized,  held,  de- 
tained, or  dcliscrcd  up  to  or  for  any  person  clainun<r 
such  service  or  labor  ;  and  any  officer  so  (jifending-  shall 
be  discharged  from  service,  and  be  for  ever  ineligible  to 
any  appointment  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States."  Mr.  Saulsbury  (Dem.)  of  Delaware 
moved  its  indefinite  postponement, — yeas  13,  nays  23. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Carlile  (Dem.)  of  Virginia,  it  was 
temporarily  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate,  on  the  IGth  of  January,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  AVilson,  took  from  the  table  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  punish  persons  In  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  service  for  arresting  and  delivering 
fugitive  slaves.  The  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  to  strike  out  the  origuial  bill,  and  insert  the 
amendment  as  a  substitute,  Mr.  Collamer  (Rep.)  of 
Vermont  said,  "  Without  criticising  at  all  the  form  of 
expression  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  offi'r  a  substi- 
tute for  it,  which  I  send  to  the  Chair,  —  'Xo  officer 
of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
volunteers  or  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  assume  or  exercise  any  military  command  or  au- 
thority to  arrest,  detain,  hold,  or  control  any  person, 
on  account  of  such  person  being  holden  to  service  as  of 
African  descent ;   and  any  such  officer  so  offi^Miding  shall 
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be  dismissed  from  service.'"  Mr.  Wilson  accepted  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  senator  from  Vermont. 
Mr.  Powell  said,  "  This  is  a  very  important  measure ; 
and,  as  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Vermont 
has  only  been  this  moment  presented,  I  ask  that  the 
bill  be  postponed,  and  the  amendment  be  printed,  in 
order  that  we  may  have  some  time  to  look  into  it."  — 
''The  amendment,"  replied  Mr.  AVilson,  ''is  very  plain 
and  simple :  a  child  can  comprehend  its  import.  I 
hope  that  this  important  bill,  which  ought  to  have  been 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  this  session,  for  the  honor 
of  the  country,  will  not  be  postponed  any  longer." — "I 
have  drawn  up,"  said  Mr.  Saulsbury,  "very  hurriedly, 
an  amendment,  which  I  propose  to  insert  as  an  addi- 
tional section, — 'Nor  shall  any  soldier  or  officer,  under 
like  penalty,  entice  away  or  detain  any  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  the  United  States  from  his  or  her 
master  or  owner.' "  Mr.  Collamer  thought  the  amend- 
ment hardly  german  to  the  subject.  "  I  believe,"  he 
said,  "  we  are  generally  agreed  that  there  is  great  im- 
propriety in  military  men  exercising  military  authority 
within  the  States,  in  relation  to  their  internal  and  mu- 
nicij^al  affairs  :  it  is  very  likely  to  produce  collisions,  that 
ought  to  be  avoided.  .  .  .  The  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee  made  it  unlawful  for  an  officer  to  do  any 
thing  in  regard  to  the  seizure  or  delivery  of  a  person 
held  to  service  by  reason  of  African  descent :  it  seemed 
to  direct  the  individual  action  of  the  man  as  a  man ; 
which  is,  I  think,  hardly  legitimate  and  proper  on  this 
occasion.  I  do  not  know  but  that  we  have  officers  in 
our  army  who  are  themselves  the  OAvners  of  slaves. 
According  to  the  provision  reported  by  the  committee, 


24  FUGITIVE    SLAVES    NOT    TO    BE    RETURNED 

such  an  officer  could  not  even  arrest  hid  own  slave 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  was  holden. 
It  seems  to  me,  that,  in  dealing  with  officers  of  the 
army,  our  business  is  to  deal  with  them  in  their  official 
capacity.  Therefore,  to  stri[)  the  subject  of  all  sort  of 
question  about  that,  I  have  drawn  and  presented  the 
amendment  which  the  Senate  have  adopted,  and  which, 
1  think,  should  pass  into  a  law,  —  that  no  officer  shall 
use  any  military  power  over  this  subject.  As  to  his  own 
individual  action,  that  is  a  matter  which  must  be  left 
to  him."  —  "If  you  adopt,"  said  Mr.  Saulsbury,  "the 
amendment  of  the  senator  from  Vermont,  you  make  it 
penal  for  a  soldier  or  officer  to  return,  even  to  a  loyal 
master  or  owner,  his  slave ;  but  you  provide  no  penalty 
against  any  soldier  or  any  officer  tor  depriving  even  a 
loyal  master  of  the  services  of  his  slave.  ]My  amend- 
ment proposes  to  prohibit,  under  the  same  penalty,  an 
officer  or  a  soldier  of  the  army  from  decoying  or  en- 
ticing away  from  the  service  of  his  master  a  slave,  or 
from  harboring  a  slave." 

j\fr.  Rice  (Dem.)  of  Minnesota  proposed  to  amend 
Mr.  Saidsbury's  amendment  by  adding,  "  who  may  be 
a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States  ;  "  and  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  CoUamer 
thought,  that,  under  Mr.  Saulsbury "s  amendment,  "if 
any  soldier  wanted  to  get  dismissed  from  the  service,  he 
would  have  notliing  to  do  but  to  entice  a  slave,  and 
he  would  get  himself  and  the  slave  both  dismissed."  — 
"I  am  opposed,"  said  Mr.  AVilson,  "to  this  amendment 
in  ever}'  shape  and  form,  and  to  any  legislation  protect- 
ing, covering,  or  justifying  slavery  for  loyal  or  disloyal 
masters.     The  laws  on  that   subject  are  all   that  ought 
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to  be  gi-sen  at  this  time.  ^Vhat  I  want  to  do  is  to 
put  vipon  the  statute-book  of  tliis  country  a  prohibition 
to  tlie  officers  of  the  array  of  the  United  States  from 
arresting,  detaining,  and  delivering  up  persons  chximcd 
as  fugitives  by  the  use  of  mihtary  power.  There  is  no 
law  for  it.  They  have  acted  in  violation  of  law. 
Some  of  these  officers  have  dishonored  the  profession, 
and  disgraced  the  country  :  and  I  mean,  if  God  is  will- 
ing and  I  have  the  power,  to  reject  their  confirmation 
here  for  that  reason  ;  and  I  give  them  the  notice  now." 
Mr.  Pearce  (Dem.)  of  Maryland  said,  "The  senator 
from  Massachusetts  objects  to  a  proposition  which  for- 
bids officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  from  enticing, 
harboring,  or  preventing  the  recovery  —  that  is  the 
amount  of  it  —  of  a  fugitive  slave,  known  to  be  such, 
upon  the  application  of  his  master,  known  to  be  his 
Ia\\drul  owner,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  he  lives.  What  is  the  effect  of  that?  It  is  an 
invitation  to  all  tlie  slaves  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
who  can  do  so,  to  resort  to  the  camp,  sure  of  protection 
there,  first,  because  no  officer  of  the  army  can  order 
their  delivery  up  to  their  master,  however  loyal  or 
however  indisputable  his  title  may  be  to  that  slave.  It 
is  an  invitation,  therefore,  to  all  such  people  to  resort 
to  the  lines  of  the  army  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  a  place 
of  asylum,  a  spot  where  they  can  be  safe  from  the 
operation  of  the  undoubted  legal  rights  of  the  owner. 
That  is  the  effect  of  it ;  and  that  is  an  invitation  to  the 
whole  body  of  such  people,  within  the  loyal  State  of 
Maryland,  to  accomplish  their  freedom  by  indirection. 
It  is  not  an  act  of  emancipation  in  its  terms ;  but  so 
far  as  it  can  operate,  and  does  operate,  it  leads  directly 
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to  tliat  result."  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate  ;  and,  iiendintr  the  question  of  concurring  in 
Mr.  C'ollanier's  aniendnient,  the  Chair  announced  the 
special  order  of  the  day. 

In  the  House,  Mi'.  lilair  (Rep.)  of  Missouri,  on  the 
2ath  of  Fel)ruarv,  reported  from  the  Connnittee  on 
^Military  Affairs  a  bill  to  make  an  additional  article  of 
war.  Tlie  bill  provided,  that  hereafter  the  following 
shall  be  promulgated  as  an  additional  article  of  war  for 
the  government  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  obeyed  and  observed  as  snch  :  "  ^Vll  officers 
are  prohibited  IVom  employing  any  of  the  forces  under 
their  respective  commands  for  the  purpose  of  returning 
fugitives  from  service  or  labor  who  may  have  escaped 
from  any  persons  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is 
claimed  to  be  due.  Any  officer  who  shall  be  found 
guilty  by  court-mai-tial  of  violating  this  article  shall  l)e 
dismissed  from  the  serince."  ]Mr.  Bingham  (Kep.)  of 
Ohio  moved  to  ad<l,  after  the  word  "  officers,''  the  words 
"  or  persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  ; "'  and  the  amendment  was  a<)freed  to. 
"You,"  said  Mr.  Mallory  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky,  "are 
deciding,  l)y  this  article  of  war,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  not  be  permitted  to  send  a  mili- 
tary force  into  a  State  to  aid  the  authorities  of  that 
State  in  enforcing  a  national  law  which  stands  on  your 
statute-book.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
whether  it  is  the  fixed  determination  to  repeal  the  Fugi- 
tive-slave Law.'" —  "I  do  not  |)roi)ose,"repli('(l  Mr.  Blair, 
"  to  decide  the  (juestion  the  gentleman  has  raised,  as  to 
whether  this  bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  repeal  the 
Fugitive-slave  Law  or  not.     I  believe,  in  common  with  a 
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great  many  others,  tliat  the  army  of  tlie  United  States 
has  a  great  deal  better  busmess  than  returning  fugitive 
slaves."'  Mr.  ISIallory  wished  to  postpone  the  bill  to 
the  third  AVednesday  in  IMarch.  Mr.  Lovejoy  objected 
to  ]Vir.  Blair  yielding  the  floor.  jNIr.  Blair  would  yield 
the  floor  to  INIr.  Mallory  for  the  purpose  indicated. 
Mr.  Bingliam  hoped  ]\Ir.  Blau-  would  not  yield  the 
floor  to  allow  this  bill  to  be  postponed  to  the  end  of 
March.  He  denounced  the  practice  of  arresting  and 
returning  fugitive  slaves  by  officers  of  the  army,  as  "  a 
military  despotism  that  the  American  people  should  not 
tolerate  for  a  moment,  nor  lose  a  moment  in  ending  it 
by  the  enactment  of  this  bill  into  a  law.  I  say,  that  a 
military  officer  who  assumes,  wrongfully  assumes,  to 
exercise  tlie  functions  of  civil  magistracy,  and  under- 
takes to  sit  upon  the  right  of  any  human  being,  born 
within  the  limits  of  this  Republic,  to  the  possession 
of  his  own  person  and  his  own  soul,  and  against 
Avhom  no  oftence  is  charged,  is  worse  than  a  kidnap- 
per. He  has  no  right  to  do  it ;  and,  by  so  doing, 
commits  a  crime,  a  great  crime.  Some  of  your  mili- 
tary officers  of  high  and  low  degree  have  been  detailing 
their  men  for  the  purpose  of  seizing,  and  have  seized, 
persons  not  accused  of  crime,  but  siispecfed  of  the  \'\y- 
tue  of  preferring  liberty  to  bondage.  Are  we  to  revive 
here,  in  this  land,  the  hated  rule  of  the  Athenian  ostra- 
cism, by  Avhich  men  were  condemned,  not  because  they 
were  charged  with  crime  or  proved ,  guilty  of  crime, 
but  because  they  were  suspected  to  possess  and  practise 
the  vix'tues  of  justice  and  patriotism  in  such  degree  as 
rendered  their  presence  in  the  State  dangerous  to  re- 
publican equality?     Aristides  was  condemned  because 
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he  was  just  ;  and  'riiciuistoelos,  because  he  was  the 
savior  of  thr  citv.  1  have  read  iu  tlu'  pajtcrs,  and  I 
believe  it  is  true,  that  one  ot"  these  persons  susparti'd  of 
esea[)inij,'  from  bondaLje  to  liberty  swam  across  the  Ohio 
Kiver,  making'  fur  an  encani[)ni('nt  upon  the  Indiana 
shore,  where  he  saw  the  banner  of  Liberty  tlyini^,  which 
he  fondly  looked  upon  as  consecratinjjf  that  place,  at 
least,  as  sacred  to  the  rights  of  person,  and  where  even 
the  rights  of  a  hunted  bondman  would  be  respected. 
After  having  been  beaten  about,  bruised  and  mangled 
against  the  rocks  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  to  whose 
rushing  waters  lie  committed  his  life  that  he  might  re- 
gain his  liberty,  he  reached  the  opposite  shore.  Some- 
body went  into  the  camp,  and  re})orted  that  this  man 
was  suspected  of  the  crime  of  ha\ing  run  away  from 
chains  and  slavery.  A  company  of  soldiers,  it  is  said, 
Avere  detailed  to  seize  him,  and  did  seize  and  return 
him  as  a  slave  to  the  man  who  claimed  him.  If  that 
practice  is  to  be  pursued  by  the  ai'iny  and  ntivy  under 
the  American  flag,  it  ought  to  cover  witii  midnight 
l>lackness  every  star  that  burns  upon  its  field  of  azure, 
and  with  everlasting  infamy  the  men  who  dare  to  dese- 
crate it  to  such  base  uses." 

jSIr.  AVickliffe  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  said,  "I  see,  by 
the  evidence  which  has  been  furnished,  that  Gen.  Grant 
caj)tured  —  at  Fort  Donelson  I  think  it  was  —  twelve 
negro  slaves  among  the  prisoners  there  taken.  Tliey 
were  returned  by  him  to  tiieir  loyal  owners  in  Ken- 
tucky, from  A\hom  they  had  Ijeen  forced  by  the  rebel 
power.  Would  this  bill  prevent  a  military  conunander 
from  the  exercise  of  such  a  power?" — "I  am  informed 
by  a  letter  from  my  neighborhood,"  said  ^Ir.   Grider 
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(Dem.)  of  Kentucky,"  tliat,  within  three  counties  in 
my  district,  the  rebel  army  have  impressed  and  run  oiF 
slaves  to  the  value  of  about  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Now,  sir,  does  this  article  of  war  propose 
that  these  servants  shall  not  be  returned,  and  shall  not 
be  intercepted?"  Mr.  Vallandigham  (Dem.)  of  Ohio 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  ;  upon  which  jNIr. 
Bingham  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  —  yeas  44, 
nays  87.  ]\Ir.  Blair  demanded  the  previous  question 
upon  the  bill  and  amendment ;  and  it  was  ordered. 
He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  bill  to  a  vote  to-niglit,  and 
moved  an  adjournment ;  but  the  motion  was  lost,  — 
ayes  59,  nays  61.  The  question  w^as  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill, — yeas  83,  nays  42.  So  the  bill 
passed  tlie  House. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  4th  of  ]\Iarch,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  back  from  the  ^Military  Committee,  without 
amendment,  the  House  bill  providing  for  the  promul- 
gation of  an  additional  article  of  war,  forbidding  officers 
or  persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service,  on  pain  of 
dismissal  from  the  service,  to  arrest  or  return  fugitive 
slaves.  Mr.  Davis  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky  would  like  to 
offer  an  amendment,  and  desired  that  the  bill  should 
go  over  until  to-morrow.  Mr.  Wilson  would,  with  the 
understanding  that  we  take  up  the  bill  and  act  on  it 
to-morrow,  withdraw  his  motion  to  proceed  to  its  con- 
sideration ;   and  the  proposition  was  assented  to. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  take 
up  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  make 
an  additional  article  of  war.  The  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  resumed  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.     ''  I  move  to  amend  the  bill," 

3* 
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said  -Ml-.  Uavis,  "l)y  inserting  after  the  word  'due,'  in 
tlie  eleventh  line  of"  the  fir^t  seetion,  the  words,  'and  also 
from  di'taiiiiuLT,  liarboring,  or  coneealing  any  such  fugi- 
tives ; '  so  iliat  tlie  proposed  article  will  read:  'All 
officers  or  persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  are  pn)hihited  from  emploving  any 
of  the  forces  under  their  respective  conunands  for  the 
j>urpose  of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  lahor  who 
may  have  escaped  from  any  persons  t(j  whom  such 
service  or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  due,  and  also  from 
detaining,  harboring,  or  concealing  any  such  fugitive.'" 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
resulted  —  yeas  10,  nays  29  —  as  follows:  — 

Yeas.  —  Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Ilciulerson,  Latliam,  M'Dou- 
gall,  Powell,  Kiee,  Saulsbury,  and  Wilson  of  Missouri,  — 10. 

Nays.  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  CoUamer, 
Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Har- 
lan, Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Ivansas, 
Morrill,  Ponieroy,  Siierman,  Sumner,  Ten  E^'ck,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wright,  —  29. 

]\Ir.  Saul.^bury  moved  to  amend  by  adding  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section,  "That  this  article  shall  nt)t  apply 
in  the  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Missouri,  and 
Kentucky,  nor  elsewhere  where  the  Federal  authority 
is  recognized  or  can  be  enforced."  Yeas  7,  nays  30. 
"I  wish,"  remarked  Mr.  Carlile,  "to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  patron  of  this  bill.  The  President,  under  his 
proclamation  in  ^Vpril,  among  other  things,  called  for 
the  services  of  the  militia  to  aid  him  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws.  One  of  the  laws  iipt)n  our  statute-book  is 
for  the  rctiuii  of  fugitive  slaves.  If  the  President  shall 
find  it  necessary  to  call  upon  the  military  power  of  the 
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countiy  to  enable  him  to  diseharge  his  sworn  duty  in 
this  respect,  —  for  he  swears,  as  I  understand,  when  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  see  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed,  — I  desire  to  know  if  this  bill 
Avill  not  interfere  with  that  in  this  particular,  and  what 
efFect  this  bill  would  have  up(.)n  any  military  authorities 
of  the  country  who  should  obey  the  call." — "  I  suppose," 
said  Mr.  Wilson  in  reply,  "  the  senator  from  Virginia 
clearly  understands  this  matter.  The  case  he  supposes, 
if  I  understand  it,  would  be  a  case  where  the  authorities 
would  call  out  the  military  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
the  decision  of  the  judicial  tribunals,  —  a  mere  civil  pro- 
cess. The  return  of  fugitive  slaves  is  a  civil  question, 
a  judicial  one,  not  a  military  one."  —  "Then,"  said  Mr. 
Carlile,  "  I  am  to  understand  that  this  will  not  interfere 
with  that?  "  Mr.  M'Dougall  said,  "  It  is,  I  understand, 
a  mere  measure  to  prevent  the  interference  of  the  army 
in  these  matters.  As  such,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for 
it ;  but,  in  voting  for  it,  I  wish  to  say  here,  that  I  under- 
stand it  to  be  simply  a  provision  to  prevent  the  interfer- 
ence of  army  officers  in  this  matter  ;  not  impairing  the 
obligation  on  the  part  of  an  army  officer,  as  well  as  a 
private  citizen,  to  surrender  a  fugitive  from  service  or 
labor,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States."  The  amendment  was  then  rejected.  Mr. 
Saulsbury  said,  "  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  '  due,'  in  the  eleventh  line 
of  the  first  section,  the  words,  'or  for  the  purpose  of 
enticing  or  decoying  such  ])ersons,  held  to  service  or 
labor,  from  the  service  of  their  loyal  masters.'  I  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment."  Mr.  An- 
thony inquired  "  if  officers  of  the  army,  and  all  other 
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persons,  arc  not  already  prohibited  tVdni  entiein";  or 
decoying  slaves."  I\Ir.  Howard  rej)licd,  "  They  are, 
by  heavy  penalties."  ^Ir.  Saulsbiiry  remarked,  "If 
you  say  you  intend  to  keep  your  army  aloof  from  tliis 
question,  hut  do  not  inti-nd  that  they  shall  return  fugi- 
tive slaves,  llu'n  all  I  ask  of  you  is,  that,  when  they 
come  into  a  loyal  eonummity,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
them,  nor  for  any  person  acting  under  Federal  author- 
ity, to  entice  or  decoy  my  slave  or  the  slave  of  my 
constituents  away."  —  '' If  he  did,  1  suppose,"  replied 
INIr.  Howard,  "he  woukl  simply  make  himself  liable  to 
the  severe  and  almost  inhuman  penalties  of  the  fugitive- 
slave  law  of  1<S50."  ]Mr.  Sherman  observed,  that  "the 
laws  of  the  kState  would  operate  also."  ]\Ir.  Howard 
said  he  "  would  be  subject  also  to  the  penalty  prescribed 
by  the  law  of  the  State  where  he  is.  1  understand  this 
bill  as  simj)ly  prohibiting  military  men  from  disgracing 
the  uniform  they  wear,  by  engaging  in  the  business  of 
slave-catehing,  and  delivering  slaves  to  their  owners,  — 
a  disreputable  business,  in  which  no  gentleman.  North 
or  South,  military  or  civil,  I  undertake  to  say,  will 
willingly  engage."  —  "In  \oting,"  said  Mr.  Anthony, 
"against  this  amendment,  which  I  shall  do,  I  certainly 
do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  would  vote  to 
give  any  officer  the  right  to  entice  a  sla\e  from  a  loyal 
master  ;  but  I  understand  that  the  law  already  prohibits 
it :  it  is  already  an  offence,  and  we  are  only  re-enacting 
another  law."  Mr.  M-Dougall  could  see  no  mischief 
in  the  anu-ndnient  of  the  senator  from  Delaware.  The 
question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  —  yeas 
10,  nays  29.  The  bill  was  then  passed, — yeas  29, 
nays  9,  —  as  folK)Ws  : — ■ 
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Yeas. — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Har- 
ris, Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  jNI'Dougall, 
Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Smnner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trnmhull,  Wade, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wright,  —  29. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Henderson,  Latham,  Pow- 
ell, Rice,  Saulsbm-y,  and  Wilson  of  JMissouri,  —  9. 

So  tlie  bill  passed,  and  was  approved  by  the  President 
on  the  13th  of  March,  1862. 

The  14th  of  April,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  by  him  on  the  3d  of  April :  "i?e- 
solvecl.  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the 
Militia  be  directed  to  consider  and  report  whether  any  fur- 
ther legislation  is  necessary  to  prevent  persons  employed 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  from  aiding 
in  the  return  or  control  over  persons  claimed  as  fugitive 
slaves,  and  to  punish  them  therefor." — "  I  propose,"  said 
Mr.  Grimes  (Rep.)  of  Iowa,  "to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  to  it,  '  and  to  report  what  re-organization 
of  the  army,  in  its  personnel  or  otherwise,  may  be 
necessary  to  promote  the  public  welfare,  and  bring  the 
Rebellion  to  a  speedy  and  triumphant  end.'"  —  "One 
would  think,"  said  Mr.  Grimes,  "that  all  men  would 
agree  in  pronouncing  that  a  cruel  and  despotic  order 
which  repeals  the  divine  precept,  '  Inasmuch  as  ye  did 
it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  to  me,' 
and  arbitrarily  forbids  the  soldier  to  bestow  a  crust  of 
bread  or  a  cup  of  water  upon  a  wretched,  famishing  fugi- 
tive escaping  from  our  own  as  Avell  as  from  his  enemy. 
Yet,  ]SIr.  President,  I  grieve  to  say  that  there  are  those, 
high  in  rank  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who 
have  sought  to  break  down  the  spirit  of  manhood,  which 
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i.s  the  crownini;  ^lury  of  true  soldiers,  l)y  requiring'  thciu 
t(»  (Id  acts,  outside  of  their  profession,  whieh  they  ;d)hor, 
and  to  smother  all  impulses  to  those  deeds  of  charity 
uhich  they  June  been  taught  to  believe  are  the  charac- 
teristics of  Christian  gentlemen.  ...  It  was  known  to 
the  country,  at  an  early  day  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  that  some  military  commanders  were  abusing 
the  great  i)ower  intrusted  to  them,  and  were  employing 
the  army  to  assist  in  the  capture  and  rendition  of  fugi- 
tive slaves,  not  in  aid  of  any  judicial  process,  but  in 
obedience  to  their  own  iml)ridled  will.  The  etlect  of 
this  assumption  of  unauthorized  power  was  to  incite  the 
soldiery  to  disobedience,  and  to  arouse  the  people  to 
the  necessity  of  proper  legislative  restraints.  It  was 
in  compliance  with  the  po[)ular  sentiment  on  this  subject 
that  Congress  enacted  the  additional  article  of  war, 
which  -vvas  approved  on  the  loth  of  iNIarch  last.  .  .  . 
In  the  month  of  February  last,  an  officer  of  the  third 
regiment  of  Iowa  infantry,  stationed  at  a  small  town  in 
INIissouri,  succeeded  in  capturing  se\cral  rebel  bridge- 
burners,  and  some  recruiting  (jfhcers  belonging  to  Price's 
army.  The  information  that  led  to  their  capture  was 
furnished  by  two  or  three  remarkably  shrewd  and  intel- 
ligent shnes,  claimed  by  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
rebel  army.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  master  desjiatched 
an  agent,  with  instructions  to  seize  the  slaves,  and  con- 
vey them  within  the  rebel  lines  :  whereupon  the  Iowa 
officer  himself  seized  them,  and  reported  the  circum- 
stances to  headiiuarters.  The  slaves  soon  imderstanding 
the  full  import  of  CJen.  Ilalleck's  celebrated  order 
No. '3,  two  (jf  them  attempted  an  esca[)e.  This  was 
regarded   as   an    unpardonable   sin.      The   Iowa   officer 
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was  immediately  placed  under  an'cst,  and  a  detachment 
of  the  jNIissouri  State  militia  —  men  in  the  pay  of  this 
Government  and  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Hal- 
leek —  were  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitives.  The  hunt 
was  successful.  The  slaves  were  caught,  and  returned 
to  their  traitor  master,  but  not  until  one  of  them  had 
been  shot  by  order  of  the  soldier  in  command  of  the 
pursuing  party.  .  .  .  How  long,  think  you,  will  this 
method  of  dealing  with  the  rebels  be  endured  by  the 
freemen  of  this  country?  Are  our  brothers  and  sons 
to  be  confined  within  the  walls  of  the  tobacco-warehouses 
and  jails  of  Richmond  and  Chai4eston,  obliged  to  per- 
form the  most  menial  offices,  subsisted  upon  the  most 
stinted  diet,  their  lives  endangered  if  they  attempt  to 
obtain  a  breath  of  fresh  air  or  a  beam  of  God's  sunlight 
at  a  window,  while  the  rebels  captured  by  those  very 
men  are  permitted  to  go  at  large  upon  parole,  to  be 
pampered  with  luxuries,  to  be  attended  by  slaves,  and 
the  slaves  guarded  from  escape  by  our  own  soldiers  ?  " 

On  the  1st  of  May,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  ]\Ir.  Wil- 
son, resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution;  the 
pending  question  being  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Grimes.  Mr.  Sumner  was  "  grateful  to  the  senator 
from  Iowa  for  the  frankness  with  which  he  exposed 
and  condemned  the  recent  orders  of  our  generals.'' 
Mr.  Sumner  then  examined  and  condemned  the  orders 
of  Generals  Hooker,  M'Cook,  Buel,  Halleck,  and  the 
Provost  Marshal  of  Louisville.  He  contrasted  and 
commended  the  action  of  Gen.  Doubleday  and  Gen. 
M'Dowell.  He  closed,  his  speech  by  saying,  "  Sir,  we 
are  making  history  now.  Every  victory  adds  something 
to  that  history  ;  but  such  an  order  is  worse  for  us  than 
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a  defeat.  ^lore  tliaii  any  defeat,  it  will  discredit  iis 
■with  j)Osterity,  and  with  the  friends  of  liheral  institutions 
in  foreign  nations.  1  have  said  that  Gen.  Halleck  is 
reputed  to  be  an  able  officer  ;  but  most  perversely  he 
undoes  w  ith  one  hand  \\  hat  he  does  with  the  other.  lie 
undoes  by  his  orders  the  good  he  does  as  a  general. 
AVhile  professing-  to  make  war  upon  the  liebcllion,  he 
sustains  its  chief  and  most  active  power,  and  degrades 
his  gallant  army  to  be  the  constables  of  slavery. 
Slavery  is  the  constant  rebel  and  vmiversal  enemy.  It 
is  traitor  and  belligerent  together,  and  is  always  to  be 
treated  accordingly.  Tenderness  to  sla\'ery  now  is 
practical  disloyalty,  and  practical  alliance  with  the  ene- 
my. Against  these  officers  to  Avhom  I  have  referred 
to-day  I  have  no  personal  uiikimlness.  1  should  much 
prefer  to  speak  in  their  })raisc  ;  but,  sir,  I  am  in  earnest. 
AVhilc  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  no  suc- 
cess, no  victory,  shall  be  any  apology  or  any  shield  to  a 
general  who  undertakes  to  insult  human  nature.  From 
the  midst  of  his  triumphs,  I  will  drag  him  forward  to 
receive  the  condemnation  which  such  conduct  deserves." 
Mr.  Saulsburv  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding 
to  it,  "  and  what  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  pre- 
Acnt  the  illegal  capture  and  imprisonment  of  the  free 
white  citizens  of  the  United  States."  In  support  of  the 
amendment,  he  said,  "But,  while  we  are  entertained 
every  morning  with  a  narrative  of  the  grievances  of  the 
black  men  of  this  country,  the  free  negroes  and  the 
slaves  of  this  country,  thinking  equally  as  nuich,  and 
—  although  it  may  be  an  infirmity  and  a  weakness  at 
the  present  time  to  say  it  —  thinking  a  little  more,  of 
the  free  white  citizens  of  my  country,   I   \\ill,   in    my 
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place,  demand  that  justice  shall  be  done  them,  and  that 
free  white  men,  Avho  have  done  nought  to  injure  their 
country,  to  destroy  its  institutions  or  its  Union,  shall 
be  protected,  and  that  inquiry  shall  be  made  to  see  if 
further  legislation  is  necessary  to  secure  them  in  their 
rights."  Pending  the  question,  the  President  called  up 
the  Confiscation  Bill,  which  was  the  order  of  the  day  : 
the  bill  went  over,  and  was  not  again  taken  up. 
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TTIT'^  first  Congress  under  the  Constitution  was 
deeply  absorbed  by  the  que.'^tioii  of  the  permanent 
location  of"  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Government.  The 
Eastern  States  would  have  been  content  to  let  it  remain 
in  New  York.  Pennsylvania  sought  to  win  it  back  to 
Philadelphia.  Maryland,  Virginia,  the  Carollnas,  and 
Georgia  would  fix  it  on  the  Potomac.     The  coriilicting 
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claims  of  sections  defeated,  iu  1789,  all  pro2)ositi(»iis 
for  the  permanent  location  of  the  seat  of  Government ; 
but  it  was  determined  at  the  next  session,  by  three  ma- 
jority in  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  locate  it  on 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  Clothed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion with  the  "  poAver  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in 
all  cases  whatsoever "  over  the  District,  Congress,  in- 
stead of  providing  a  code  of  humane  and  equal  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  national  capital,  enacted,  in 
1801,  that  the  laws  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  should 
continue  in  force.  By  this  act,  the  colonial  slave- 
codes  of  ^Maryland  and  Virginia  were  accepted,  re-, 
affirmed,  and  re-enacted.  Washington  and  Georgetown 
adopted  oppressive  and  inhuman  ordinances  for  the 
government  of  slaves  and  free  persons  of  color.  For 
half  a  century  the  slave-trade  was  carried  on,  to  the 
lasting  dishonor  of  the  nation  ;  and  for  two  generations 
the  public  men  of  the  country  Avere  surrounded  by  an 
atmosphere  tainted  by  the  breath  of  the  slave,  and  by 
the  blinding  and  perverting  influences  of  the  social  life 
of  slaveholding  society. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1861,  after  the  announce- 
ment of  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Wilson  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion, that  all  laws  in  force  relating  to  the  arrest  of 
fugitives  from  service,  and  all  laws  concerning  persons 
of  color,  within  the  District,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and  that  the  committee 
be  instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  abolishing 
slavery  in  the  District,  with  compensation  to  loyal 
holders  of  slaves.  The  committee  to  whom  the  reso- 
lution was  referred  consisted  of  Mr.  Grimes  (Rep.)  of 
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lowii,  Mr.  |)i\oii  (Kc[).)  of  (JonnectR'ut,  ^Iv.  Morrill 
(lvc|).)  of  Maine,  .Mr.  \V:u\c  (Uv\).)  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Antlioiiv  (luj».)  of  Ivhode  Island,  Mr.  Kennedy 
(Deni.)  of  :\Iarvland,  and  :\rr.  Powell  (Dem.)  of 
Kentuckv.  ]Mr.  Grimes,  cliairnian  of  the  committee, 
i\Ir.  Morrill,  and  ]\Ir.  AVade,  were  reco^aiized  hy  their 
asssoeiates  and  by  the  country  as  thorough  and  uncom- 
promising opj)onents  of  slavery  in  every  form.  Mr. 
Dixon  and  Mr.  Anthony  were  fair  representatives  of 
the  feelings  and  views  of  conservative  Kepublicanisra. 
Mr.  Kennedy  came  into  the  Senate  a  type  of  the 
moderate,  conservative,  respectable  Whigism  of  the 
liorder  slave  States  ;  but  was  soon  borne,  like  many 
others  of  that  halting,  timid  school,  by  the  current  of 
events,  into  the  ranks  of  Democracy.  Mr.  Ptjwell  was 
an  original  Democrat,  of  the  faith  and  creed  of  the 
slaveholding  school,  and  an  earnest,  b(jld,  and  adroit 
advocate  of  its  policy.  In  moving  the  reference  of  his 
resolution  to  this  committee,  ]\Ir.  Wilson  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  chairman  "would  deal  promj)tly  witli  the 
question." 

jNIr.  A\'ilson  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  IGth  of  De- 
cember, obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  release 
of  certain  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  The  bill  provided  for  the  immediate 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  for  the  payment  to  their 
loval  owners  of  an  averasre  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
for  tlie  ajtpointnient  of  a  commission  to  assess  the  sum 
to  be  paid,  and  the  ap])ropriation  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars. On  the  22d  of  December,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
A\'ilson,  the  bill  was  referred  to  tiie  Di.-trict  Connnittee. 
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Mr.  Morrill,  on  the  loth  of  February,  1.SG2,  re- 
ported back  from  the  Committee  on  tlie  District  of 
Cohimbia  the  bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the 
16th  of  December,  for  the  release  of  certain  persons 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia, 
with  amendments.  Mr.  AVilson,  on  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  laws  and 
ordinances  in  the  District  of  Columbia  relating-  to  per- 
sons of  color,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  District 
Committee.  This  bill  proposed  to  repeal  the  act  of 
Congress  extending  over  the  District  the  laws  of  Mary- 
land concerning  persons  of  color,  to  annul  and  abrogate 
those  laws,  to  repeal  the  acts  giving  the  cities  of  Wash- 
ington and  Georgetown  authority  to  pass  orduianccs 
relating  to  persons  of  color,  to  abrogate  those  ordi- 
nances, and  to  make  persons  of  color  amenable  to  the 
same  laws  to  which  free  white  persons  are  amenable, 
and  to  subject  them  to  the  same  penalties  and  punish- 
ments. Mr.  Wilson  briefly  recited  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances it  was  intended  to  repeal  and  abrogate.  Mr. 
Wilmot  (Eep.)  of  Pennsylvania  thought  the  Senate 
should  act  promptly  upon  the  bill  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District.  .  "We  should  be  the  most 
derelict  in  our  duty  of  any  body  that  ever  sat  in  the 
seats  of  power,  if  we  adjourn  this  Congress  without 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 
jVIr.  Wilson  would  say  to  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
that  the  bill  was  very  carefully  prepared  ;  that  it  had 
been  reported,  with  very  slight  amendments,  by  the 
committee  ;  and  that  it  should  be  taken  up  for  action  at 
an  early  day.  "The  bill,"  he  said,  "which  I  have  in- 
troduced this  morning,  is  only  following  up   that  bill, 

4* 


42  THE    AUOUTIOX    OF    SLAVERY 

and  in'iic:iliiiL;'  tlic  Mack  code  uf  the  District,  —  tlie  laws 
ajiiilical'lc  ti)  )»cr.>ons  of  color  in  the  District.  It  is  a 
nuccssarv  hill  to  ho  passed  also  ;  and  I  hope,  when  we 
have  done  that,  we  shall  <^o  a  step  fnrther,  and  offer  to 
the  State  of  Maryland  the  same  terms  that  we  offer  to 
the  people  of  the  District,  and  clear  this  thing  out  of 
our  neighhoi-hood." 

On  the  27th  of  Fehruarv,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
i\Ir.  Moi-rill,  made  the  l)ill  for  the  ab(jlition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  the  special  order  for  the  5th  of  March. 
The  hill  on  the  12th,  on  motion  of  Mr.  INIorrill,  was 
taken  u{) ;  and  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  proceeded  to  its  consideration.  The  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  were  agTeed  to  :  and 
]\Ir.  jVIorrill  then  moved  to  add  an  amendment,  that  no 
claim  shall  be  paid  for  any  shive  brought  into  the  Dis- 
trict af\er  the  passage  of  the  act,  or  which  originates  in 
or  by  virtue  of  any  transfer  heretofore  made,  or  which 
shall  hereaf\^er  be  made,  by  any  j)erson  who  has  in  any 
manner  aided  or  sustained  the  Kebellion  against  the 
Government  of  the  Ignited  States  ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Morrill  mo\ed  still  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding,  that  any  person  who  shall  kidnap  or  in  any 
manner  transport  out  of  said  District  any  person  dis- 
charged or  freed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  any 
free  person,  with  intent  to  re-enslave  or  sell  such  per- 
son into  slavery,  or  shall  re-enslave  any  of  said  persons, 
the  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  ;  and,  on  con\i(tion,  shall  \)v  imprisoned 
in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
twenty  years.  Mr.  Howard  (Rep.)  of  IMichigan 
would  strike  out  "  misdemeanor,"  and  insert  "  felony." 
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Mr.  Morrill  accepted  the  suggestion  ;  and  the  amend- 
ment as  modified  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  ]Morrill  then 
moved  that  all  acts  of  Congress  and  all  laws  of  the 
State  of  ^Maryland  in  force  in  said  District,  and  all 
ordinances  of  the  cities  of  Washington  or  Georgetown, 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed  ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Davis  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky  moved  to  add  as  a 
new  section,  that  all  persons  liberated  under  this  act 
shall  be  colonized  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  the  sum  of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any 
money,  shall  be  expended,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Doolittle  (Rep.)  of  Wisconsin  "understood  the  effect 
of  this  amendment  to  be  to  colonize  them,  whether  they 
are  willing  to  be  colonized  or  not.  If  the  amendment 
of  the  senator  was  to  offer  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  used  for  transporting 
and  colonizing  such  of  the  free  colored  persons  of  this 
District  as  might  desire  to  be  colonized,  I  shovdd  vote 
for  the  amendment ;  but,  as  it  is,  I  cannot  vote  for  it." 
jNIr.  Davis  thought  he  was  "  better  acquainted  with 
negro  nature  than  the  honorable  senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin. He  will  never  find  one  slave  in  a  hundred  that 
will  consent  to  be  colonized  when  liberated.  The  liber- 
ation of  the  slaves  in  this  District  and  in  any  State  of 
the  Union  will  be  just  equivalent  to  settling  them  in 
tlie  country  where  they  live  ;  and  whenever  that  policy 
is  inaugurated,  especially  in  the  States  where  there  are 
many  slaves,  it  will  inevitably  and  inmiediately  intro- 
duce a  war  of  extermination  between  the  two  races.  .  .  . 
The  negroes  that  are  now  liberated,  and  that  remain  in 
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this  citv,  will  bceoiue  a  sore  and  a  l)Ui(liii  and  a  cliaroc 
upon  the  white  jKijuihition.  I'lu'V  will  he  criminals. 
Tliey  \vill  hecunie  paupers.  i  hey  will  he  engaged  in 
crimes  and  in  petty  niisdemeanurs.  They  will  become 
a  charge  and  a  pest  upon  this  society  ;  and  the  power 
which  undertakes  to  liberate  them  ought  to  relieve 
the  white  community  in  which  they  reside,  and  in 
which  they  will  become  a  pest  from  their  presence." 
Mr.  Davis  emphatically  asserted,  that  "  whenever  any 
power,  constitutional  or  unconstituti(tnal,  assumes  the 
responsibility  of  liberating  slaves  where  slaves  are  nu- 
merous, they  establish,  as  inexorably  as  fate,  a  conflict 
between  the  races,  that  will  result  in  the  exile  or  the 
extermination  of  the  one  race  or  the  other.  1  know  it. 
AV^e  have  now  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
sand slaves  in  Kentucky.  Think  you,  sir,  that  we 
should  ever  submit  to  have  those  slaves  manumitted  and 
left  amon<^  us?  Xo,  sir;  no,  never:  nor  Ax-ill  any 
white  [)eople  in  the  L'nited  States  of  America,  where 
the  slaves  are  numerous.  If,  by  uneonstitutiomd  legis- 
lation, you  should,  by  laws  which  you  shrink  from  sub- 
mitting to  the  tests  of  constitutionality  in  your  courts 
of  justice,  liberate  them,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
courts,  the  moment  you  re-organize  the  white  inhabitants 
of  tlujse  States  as  States  of  the  Union,  they  would  re- 
duce those  slaves  again  to  a  state  of  slavery,  oi-  they 
would  expel  them  and  drive  them  upon  you  or  south  of 
you,  or  they  w(tuld  hunt  them  like  beasts,  and  extermi- 
nate them.  ...  I  know  what  I  talk  about.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  loyal  people  of  the  slave  States  are  as  true  to 
this  Tnion  as  any  man  in  the  Senate  Chamber  or  in 
any   of  the   i'ree   States  :    but   never,   never,  w  ill  they 
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submit,  by  unconstitutional  laws,  to  liaAe  their  slaves 
liberated  and  to  remain  domiciled  among  them  ;  and  the 
policy  that  attempts  it  will  establish  a  bloody  La  Vendee 
in  the  Avhole  of  the  slave  States,  my  own  included." 

On  the  18th,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  the  pending 
question  being  Mr.  Davis's  amendment ;  and  Mr.  Doo- 
little  proposed  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  as  to  make 
it  read,  "with  their  own  consent."  Mr.  Hale  (Rep.) 
of  New  Hampshire  delivered  an  earnest  and  effective 
speech  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  "I  may  remark," 
he  said,  "that,  of  all  the  forms  scepticism  ever  as- 
sumed, the  most  insidious,  the  most  dangerous,  and 
the  most  fatal,  is  that  which  suggests  that  it  is  unsafe 
to  perform  plain  and  simple  duty,  for  fear  that  disas- 
trous consequences  may  result  therefrom.  This  ques- 
tion of  emancipation,  wherever  it  has  been  raised  in 
this  country,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  rarely  e^er  been 
argued  upon  the  great  and  fundamental  principles  of 
right.  The  inquiry  is  never  put,  certainly  in  legislative 
circles,  What  is  right?  what  is  just?  what  is  due  to 
the  individuals  that  are  to  be  affected  by  the  measure  ? 
but,  What  are  to  be  the  consequences  ?  Men  entirely 
forget  to  look  at  the  objects  that  are  to  be  effected  by 
the  bill,  in  view  of  the  inherent  rights  of  their  man- 
hood, in  view  of  the  great  questions  of  humanity,  of 
Christianity,  and  of  duty ;  but  what  are  to  be  the  con- 
sequences ;  what  is  to  be  its  effect  upon  the  price  of 
sugar,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  other  necessaries  and  luxu- 
ries of  life.  The  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky 
looks  upon  it  in  that  point  of  view  entirely.  .  .  .  But 
now,  sir,  let  me  close  by  reading  to  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  predictions  of  the  consequences  that  will  fol- 
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low  ciuanciiialitin,  i'.\C(.'t'(liuy,'ly  diffciHiit  i'loia  tlmsr  wlilcli 
he  has  pivdictcd.  lie  prcdk'ts  pauperism,  degradation, 
crime,  l)ur(U'ns  upon  society.  That  is  the  dark  picture 
which  fills  his  imauination  as  the  consequences  that  are 
to  t'ollow  {\\v  pultinu;- away  of  oppivssion  i'loiii  the 
midst  of  us.  Let  me  read  to  him  a  ditl'ereut  predic- 
tion :  — 

'"G.  Is  not  this  the  last  thai  1  have  chosen?  —  to  loose 
the  bauds  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  luavy  bunlcii<,  and  to 
let  tlie  oppressed  go  free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke  ? 

" '  7.  Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that 
thou  bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  tliy  house  ?  AVhcn 
thou  seest  the  naked,  that  thou  cover  him  ;  and  that  thou  hide 
not  thyself  from  thine  own  flesh  ? ' 

"What  are  to  be  the  consequences?  Xot  pauperism, 
degradation,  and  crime,  but, — 

"'8.  Then  shall  thy  light  break  forth  as  the  morning,  and 
thine  health  shall  spring  forth  speedily  ;  and  thy  righteousness 
shall  go  before  thee.  The  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  thy 
rearward. 

"'9.  Then  shalt  thou  call,  and  the  Lord  shall  answer; 
thou  shalt  cry,  and  he  shall  say,  Here  I  am.  If  thou  take 
away  from  the  midst  of  thee  the  yoke,  the  puttiug-fortli  of  the 
finger,  and  speaking  vanity  ; 

'"10.  And  if  thou  draw  out  thy  soul  to  the  hungry,  and 
satisfy  the  afflicted  soul ;  then  shall  thy  light  rise  in  o])scu- 
rity,  and  thy  darkness  be  as  the  noonday. 

"'11.  And  tlic  Lord  shall  guide  thee  continually,  and  satisfy 
thy  soul  in  drought,  and  make  fat  thy  l)ones  ;  and  thou  shalt 
be  like  a  watered  garden,  and  like  a  sjiring  of  water,  whose 
waters  fail  not. 

"'12.  And  they  that  shall  be  of  thee  shall  build  tlie  old 
waste  places.     Thou  shalt  raise  up  the  foundations  of  many 
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generations ;  and  thou  shalt  be  called,  The  repairer  of  the 
breach,  The  restorer  of  paths  to  dwell  in.'  —  Isa.,  ch.  58. 

"Now,  sir,  this  nation  has  an  opportunity,  if  I  may- 
say  so,  —  and  I  say  it  reverently,  —  of  putting  the 
Ahnighty  to  the  test,  and  of  seeing  whether  the  conse- 
quences that  his  prophet  has  foretold  or  his  senator  has 
predicted  will  follow  as  the  I'esult  of  this  measure." 

Mr.  Doolittle  then  addressed  the  Senate  in  advocacy 
of  the  policy  of  colonizing  persons  made  free  by  the 
enactment  of  the  pending  bill.  Mr.  Pomeroy  (Rep.) 
of  Kansas  followed  in  decided  opposition  to  the  policy 
of  making  compensation  to  the  masters  for  the  slaves 
to  be  emancipated  by  the  passage  of  the  measure.  "  I 
am  really,"  he  declared,  "  a  friend  to  the  bill ;  and 
I  desire  at  the  proper  time  —  I  believe  it  is  not  in  order 
now  —  to  propose  an  amendment,  striking  out  all  of  the 
bill,  except  the  first  and  eighth  sections.  The  first 
section  of  the  bill  extends  over  this  District  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  ;  and  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the 
effect  of  that.  The  eighth  section  simply  prohibits 
men  from  taking  colored  persons  out  of  the  District  to 
sell  them  after  they  have  been  made  free.  The  first 
section  frees  them  :  the  eighth  section  j^i'events  their 
being  kidnapped.  I  do  not  know  what  necessity  there 
is  for  any  further  provision  in  the  bill."  Mr.  Willey 
(Union)  of  Virginia  addressed  the  Senate  on  the  20th, 
in  opposition  to  the  measure.  "This  bill,"  he  asserted, 
"is  a  part  of  a  series  of  measures  already  initiated,  all 
looking  to  the  same  ultimate  result,  —  the  uni\ersal 
abolition  of  slavery  by  Congress." 

The  Senate  resumed,  on  the  24:th,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill;  the  pending  question  being  Mr.  Doolittle's 
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anu'iidiiHiit  to  Mr.  Davis's  amendinent.  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  (Dcni.)  of  Delaware  was  in  favor,  if  the  slaves 
were  liberated,  of  colonizini^  tiiem  ;  yet,  not  believing 
that  Congress  has  any  constitutional  power  either  to 
pass  a  bill  to  liberate  the  slaves  in  the  District  or  to 
appro])riate  money  to  colonize  them,  he  should  vote 
against  the  amendment  and  the  bill.  Mr.  King  (Hep.) 
of  New  York  ''diil  intend  to  vote  for  this  bill  ;  and  I 
prefer  to  vote  for  it  in  the  simplest  shape  In  which  it  can 
be  presented.  Although  I  am  disposed  to  look  with 
favor  upon  the  j)roposition  submitted  by  the  senator 
from  A\'isconsin,  when  this  subject  comes  to  be  consid- 
ered upon  a  more  extended  scale ;  yet,  as  it  relates 
merely  to  the  District,  I  am  inclined  to  vote  against  any 
amendments  which  go  to  extend  the  character  of  the  bill 
beyond  a  simj)le  proposition  to  emancipate  the  negroes 
in  the  District."  The  question  being  taken  on  ]Mr. 
Doolittle's  amendment  to  Mr.  Davis's  amendment,  it 
was  agreed  to,  —  yeas  23,  nays  16.  The  question  on 
Mr.  Davis's  amendment  as  amended  was  then  taken,  — 
yeas  19,  nays  19  :  so  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  Da\is  then  addressed  the  Senate  at  great  length 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  "  You  have  originated,"  he 
said,  "  in  the  Xorth-east,  Mormonism  and  free  love,  and 
that  sort  of  ethereal  Christianity  that  is  preached  by 
Parker  and  by  Emerson  and  by  others,  and  all  sorts  of 
mischievous  isms  ;  but  what  right  have  you  to  force 
your  isms  upon  us  ?  AVhat  right  have  you  to  force  your 
opinions  upon  slavery  or  u[)on  any  other  subject  on  an 
unwilling  peo[)le?  What  right  have  you  to  force  them 
on  the  people  of  this  District?  Is  it  from  your  love  for 
the  slaves,  your  devotion  to  bcne\  olcnce  and  humanity. 
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your  belief  in  the  equality  of  the  slaves  with  yourselves? 
Why  do  you  not  go  out  into  this  city,  and  hiuit  up  the 
blackest,  greasiest,  fattest  old  negro  wench  you  can  find, 
and  lead  her  to  the  altar  of  Hymen  ?  You  do  not  be- 
lieve in  any  such  equality  ;  nor  do  I.  Yet  your  emis- 
saries proclaim  here  that  the  slaves,  when  you  liberate 
them,  shall  be  citizens,  shall  be  eligible  to  office  in  this 
city.  A  few  days  ago,  I  saw  several  negroes  thronging 
the  open  door,  listening  to  the  debate  on  this  subject ; 
and  I  suppose,  in  a  few  months,  they  will  be  crowding 
white  ladies  out  of  these  galleries." 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  25th,  addressed 
the  Senate  in  favor  of  the  bill  he  had  introduced  early 
in  the  session.  "This  bill,  to  give  liberty  to  the  bond- 
man,"' he  said,  "deals  justly,  ay,  generously,  by  the 
master.  The  American  people,  Avhose  moral  sense  has 
been  outraged  by  slavery  and  the  black  codes  enacted  in 
the  interests  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
whose  fame  has  been  soiled  and  dimmed  by  the  deeds  of 
cruelty  perpetrated  in  their  national  capital,  would  stand 
justified  in  the  furum  of  nations  if  they  should  smite 
the  fetter  from  the  bondman,  regardless  of  the  desires 
or  interests  of  the  master.  With  generous  magnanimity, 
this  bill  tenders  compensation  to  the  master  out  of  the 
earnings  of  the  toiling  freemen  of  America.  ...  In 
what  age  of  the  world,  in  what  land  under  the  whole 
heavens,  can  you  find  any  enactment  of  equal  atrocity 
to  this  iniquitous  and  profligate  statute,  this  'legal  pre- 
sumption '  that  color  is  evidence  that  man,  made  in  the 
image  of  God,  is  an  'absconding  slave'?  This  mon- 
strous doctrine,  abhorrent  to  every  manly  impulse  of 
the  heart,  to  every  Christian  sentiment  of  the  soul,  to 
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every  (Icdiiftioii  of  luinian  reason,  wliich  the  refined,  Im- 
niani'.  and  Christ ian  people  of  Anicriea  have  uplield  for 
two  <:enerations,  whieli  the  eorporation  of  AVajishington 
enaeti'd  into  an  ini[)erative  ordinance,  has  borne  its 
legitimate  frnits  of  injustice  and  inhiMiKinit\',  of  dishonor 
and  sliaine.  Crimes  against  man,  in  the  name  of  this 
abhorred  doctrine,  have  been  annually  perpetrated  in 
this  national  ca|)ital,  which  should  make  the  people  of 
America  hang  their  heads  in  shame  before  the  nations, 
and  in  abasement  before  that  Being  who  keeps  watch 
and  ward  over  the  humblest  of  the  children  of  men.  .  .  , 
Here  the  oath  of  the  black  man  affords  no  protection 
whatever  to  his  property,  to  the  fruits  of  his  toil,  to  the 
personal  rights  of  himself,  his  wife,  his  children,  or  his 
race.  Greedy  avarice  may  withhold  from  him  the 
fruits  of  his  toil,  or  clutch  from  him  his  little  acquisi- 
tions ;  the  brutal  may  visit  upon  him,  his  wife,  his 
children,  insults,  indignities,  blows  ;  the  kidnapper  may 
enter  his  dwelling,  and  steal  from  his  hcarth.-tone  his 
lo\ed  ones  ;  the  assassin  may  hover  on  his  track,  im- 
jx'rilling  his  household  ;  every  outrage  that  the  depravity 
of  man  can  visit  upon  his  brother  man  may  be  perjie- 
trated  upon  him,  upon  his  family,  his  race  :  but  his  oath 
upon  the  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  though  his 
name  may  be  Avritten  in  the  Book  of  Life,  neither  pro- 
tects him  from  wrong,  nor  j)unishes  the  wro!ig-doer. 
This  Christian  nation,  in  solemn  mockery,  enacts  that 
the  free  black  men  of  America  shall  not  bear  testimony 
in  \}]v  judicial  tribunals  of  the  r)istri(;t  of  Columbia. 
Although  the  black  man  is  thus  mute  and  dumb  before 
the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  capital  of  Christian  Ame- 
rica, his  wrongs  we  have  not  righted  here  will  go  up  to 
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a  higher  tribunal,  where  the  oath  of  the  proscribed 
negro  is  heard,  and  his  story  registered  by  the  pen  of 
the  recording  angel.  .  .  .  These  colonial  statutes  of 
Maryland,  re-affirmed  by  Congress  in  1801 ;  these  ordi- 
nances of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  sanctioned  in 
advance  by  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government,  — 
stand  this  day  unrepealed.  Such  laws  and  ordinances 
should  not  be  permitted  longer  to  insult  the  reason,  per- 
^evt  the  moral  sense,  or  offend  the  taste,  of  the  people 
of  America.  Any  people  mindful  of  the  decencies  of 
life  would  not  longer  permit  such  enactments  to  linger 
before  the  eye  of  civilized  man.  Slavery  is  the  prolific 
mother  of  those  monstrous  enactments.  Bid  slavery 
disappear  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  it  will 
take  along  with  it  this  Avhole  brood  of  brutal,  vulgar, 
and  indecent  statutes.  .  .  .  This  bill  for  the  release 
of  persons  held  to  services  or  labor  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  the  compensation  of  loyal  masters  from 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  was  prepared  after 
much  reflection  and  some  consultation  with  others.  The 
Committees  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  both  Houses, 
to  whom  it  was  referred,  have  agreed  to  it,  with  a  few 
amendments  calculated  to  carry  out  more  completely  its 
original  purposes  and  provisions.  I  trust  that  the  bill 
as  it  now  stands,  after  the  adoption  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  senator  from  Maine  (Mr.  Morrill), 
will  speedily  pass  without  any  material  modifications. 
If  it  shall  become  the  law  of  the  land,  it  will  blot  out 
slavery  for  ever  from  the  national  ca})ital,  transform 
three  thousand  personal  chattels  into  freemen,  obliterate 
oppressive,  odious,  and  hateful  laAvs  and  ordinances, 
which  press  with  merciless  force  upon  persons,  bond  or 
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free,  of  AlViiaii  descent,  and  relieve  the  nation  from  the 
responsihihties  now  prest>inL;'  upon  it.  An  act  ol'  hene- 
ficenee  like  this  will  he  hailed  and  applauded  by  the 
nations,  sanctified  by  justice,  humanity,  and  reliuion, 
1)\'  thi'  approviuLC  voice  of  conscience,  and  by  the  bless- 
ing; of  Iliin  who  l)ids  us  'break  every  yoke,  undo  the 
heavy  burden,   and  let  the  op[)ressed  <^o  free.'" 

"\\'hy,"  asked  Mr.  Kennedy  of  Maryland,  "  seek  to 
impose  upon  us  principles  and  measures  of  policy  which 
we  do  not  want,  and  which  tend  only  to  still  further 
deraniie  and  eml)arrass  us,  —  tend  further  to  surroimd 
us  with  complicated  (piestions  from  which  we  have  no 
escape?  ^^'hy  not  allow  us  to  work  out  our  o^vn  des- 
tiny, and  to  accommodate  oiu'selves  us  best  \ve  can  to 
the  disadvantages  which  this  unhappy  revolution  has 
tlirown  around  u^?  .  .  .  What  possible  benefit  cati  occur 
to  the  \orth  by  the  abolitit)n  of  slavery  in  this  District, 
when  it  is  to  be  so  deleterious  and  so  injurious  in  its 
results  to  a  sister  State  of  this  Union?  A\'hat  earthly 
consideration  of  good  is  to  result  to  the  ])eoj)le  of  the 
North,  that  does  not  bring  a  tenfold  corresjionding  evil, 
not  only  upon  the  people  here,  but  upon  the  people  of 
my  State?" 

^Ir.  Saulsbiuy  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  as  a  new 
section,  that  ''the  persons  liberated  under  this  act  shall, 
within  thirty  davs  after  the  passage  of  the  same,  be 
removed,  at  the  expense  of  the  Federal  Government, 
into  the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts, Ivhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  Xew  Yoik, 
Pennsylvania,  Xew  Jersey,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  ^limiesota,  Kansas,  Ore- 
gon, and  California ;    and  that  said    persons    shall   bo 
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distributed  to  and  among  the  said  States,  jiro  rata, 
according  to  the  population  of  the  same."  "  If  it  is  the 
s})irit  of  philanthropy  and  a  love  of  freedom,"  he  said, 
"  that  prompts  you  gentlemen  to  set  these  three  thous- 
and slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia  free,  render  that 
philantlu'opy  and  that  love  of  freedom  sublime  in  the 
sight  of  all  human  kind  by  taking  into  your  own  em- 
brace, in  your  own  midst,  the  slaves  thus  liljcrated. 
Prove  that  you  are  sincere." 

"I  regret,"  said  jMi'.  Harlan  (Rep.)  of  Iowa,  "  very 
much  that  senators  depart  so  far  from  the  proprieties, 
as  I  consider  it,  of  this  Chamber,  as  to  make  the  allu- 
sions they  do.  It  is  done  merely  to  stimulate  a  preju- 
dice Avhich  exists  against  a  race  already  trampled  under 
foot.  I  refer  to  the  allusions  to  white  people  embracing 
colored  j^eople  as  their  brethen,  and  the  invitations  by 
senators  to  white  men  and  white  women  to  marry  col- 
ored people.  Now,  sir,  if  we  were  to  descend  into  an 
hivestigation  of  the  facts  on  that  subject,  it  would  bring 
the  blush  to  the  cheeks  of  some  of  these  gentlemen.  I 
once  had  occasion  to  direct  tlie  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  an  illustrious  example  from  the  State  of  the  senator 
who  inquired  if  any  of  us  Avould  marry  a  greasy  old 
wench.  It  is  history,  that  an  illustrious  citizen  of  his 
State,  Avho  once  occupied  officially  the  chair  that  you, 
sir,  now  sit  in,  lived  notoriously  and  publicly  with  a 
negro  wrench,  and  raised  children  by  her.  ...  I  re- 
fer to  a  gentleman  who  held  the  second  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  American  people ;  and  I  never  yet  have 
heard  a  senator  on  this  floor  denounce  the  conduct  and 
the  association  of  that  illustrious  citizen  of  our  country. 
I  know  of  a  family  of  colored  or  mulatto  children,  —  the 
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cliildi-c'ii,  too,  of  n  uviitlcnian  who  vory  recently  occu- 
pied a  seat  on  the  other  sidi-  of  the  (  haniher,  —  who  are 
now  at  school  in  Ohio ;  yes,  sir,  the  children  of  a 
senator,  who  very  recently,  not  to  exceed  a  year  since, 
occupied  a  seat  on  this  floor,  a  senator  from  a  slave 
State.  I  do  not  desire  to  consume  the  time  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  country  in  callinj^  attention  to  these 
facts  ;  it  is  humiliating-  enough  to  know  that  they  exist : 
but,  if  senators  who  represent  slaveholding  States  will 
perpetuallv  drag  this  sul)ject  to  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  of  the  country,  let  tliem  take  the  logicrJ  conse- 
quences of  their  own  folly,  and  hear  the  sh^me  which 
an  investigation  of  facts  must  inflict  on  then,  selves  and 
their  constituents." 

j\Ir.  Saulsbury  followed  in  reply  to  ^Ir.  Harlan,  and 
closed  by  saving,  "Senators,  abandon  now,  at  once 
and  for  ever,  your  schemes  of  wild  philanthropy  and 
universal  eman<'ipation  ;  proclaim  to  the  people  of  this 
whole  countrv  e\(M-ywhere,  that  you  mean  to  preser\c 
the  Union  established  by  AVashington  and  Jefferson 
and  ]Madison  and  the  fathers  of  the  IJepublic,  and  the 
rights  of  the  people  as  secured  by  that  glorious  instru- 
ment which  they  helped  to  frame,  and  your  Union 
never  can  be  destroyed  :  but  go  on  with  your  Avild 
schemes  of  emancipation,  throw'  doubt  and  suspicion 
upon  every  man  siniplv  because  he  fails  to  look  at  your 
questions  of  wild  philanthropy  as  you  do,  and  the  God 
of  heaven  only  knows,  after  wading  through  scenes  be- 
fore which  e\('n  the  horrors  of  the  Fi-ench  rcMiliiliou 
'pale  their  inetlectual  lires,'  what  ultimately  may  be  the 
result." 

Mr.  "Wilkinson   (Kcp.)   of  ^linnesota  addressed  the 
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Senate,  on  the  2(jtli  of  jNIarcli,  in  an  earnest  and  elo- 
quent speech  in  favor  of  the  bill.  "  If  there  be  a  place 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,"  he  said,  "where  human 
slavery  should  be  prohibited,  and  where  every  man 
should  be  protected  in  the  rights  which  God  and  Nature 
have  given  him,  that  place  is  the  capital  of  this  great 
Republic.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  enligntened  public  sen- 
timent of  the  age,  that  those  who  meet  here  from  the 
free  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  representatives  of  the 
free  governments  of  the  earth, — lovers  of  liberty, — 
should  be  compelled,  in  the  capital  of  this  free  Republic, 
daily  to  witness  the  disgusting  and  shocking  barbarities 
which  a  state  of  human  slavery  continually  presents  to 
their  view.  It  is  a  shame,  that  here,  upon  common 
ground,  the  representatives  of  the  loyal  and  free  North, 
those  who  have  never  failed  to  discharge  every  duty  to 
their  country,  should  be  treated  with  contumely  and 
contempt,  and  even  hissed,  as  they  have  been  in  the 
Capitol  of  the  nation  and  in  the  galleries  of  the  Senate, 
by  the  slaveholding  influence  of  this  District."  At  the 
close  of  Mr.  Wilkinson's  speech,  the  vote  was  taken  on 
Mr.  Saulsbury's  proposition  to  colonize  the  liberated 
slaves  among  the  loyal  States,  and  it  was  unanimously 
rejected ;  Mr.  Saulsbury  finally  voting  against  his  own 
amendment. 

On  iNIonday,  the  31st  of  ]March,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill ;  and  ]Mr.  Sumner  addressed 
the  Senate  in  an  elaborate  and  eloquent  speech  in  favor 
of  its  speedy  passage.  He  said,  "  Mr.  President,  with 
unspeakable  delight  I  hail  this  measure,  and  the  prospect 
of  its  speedy  adoption.  ...  It  is  the  first  instalment  of 
that  oreat  debt  which  we  all  owe  to   an  enslaved  race, 
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and  will  I)c  i-iTo^iiizL-d  ill  lii.-tdry  as  one  ot"  tlie  victories 
ol'  liiiinanity.  ^Vt  lioine,  tluvjiiiihout  our  own  country,  it 
will  he  welcomed  with  uratitude  ;  while  ahroad  it  will 
quick(.'u  till'  hopes  of  all  who  l(j\e  freedom.  J^iheral 
institutions  will  Liain  e\erywhere  by  the  abolition  of 
slavery  at  the  national  capital.  Nobody  can  read  that 
slaves  were  once  sold  in  the  markets  of  Komc,  beneath 
the  eyes  of  the  sovereign  pontiff,  without  confessing  the 
scandal  to  religion,  even  in  a  barbarous  age  ;  and  no- 
body can  hear  tliat  slaves  are  now  sold  in  the  markets 
of  Washington,  beneath  the  eyes  of  the  President,  with- 
out confessing  the  scandal  to  liberal  institutions.  For 
the  sake  of  our  good  name,  if  not  for  the  sake  of  justice, 
let  the  scandal  disappear.  .  .  .  Amidst  all  present  solici- 
tudes, the  future  cannot  be  doubtful.  At  the  national 
capital,  slavery  will  gi\  e  way  to  freedom  :  but  the  good 
Avork  will  not  stop  here  ;  it  must  proceed.  AVhat  God 
anil  Xatiu"e  decree,  rebellion  cannot  arrest.  .Vnd  as  the 
^vhole  wide-spread  tyranny  begins  to  tumble,  —  then, 
above  the  din  of  battle,  sounding  from  the  sea  and 
echoing  along  the  land,  above  even  the  exultations  of 
victory  on  well-fought  fields,  will  ascend  voices  of  glad- 
ness and  benediction,  swelling  from  generous  hearts 
wherever  civilization  bears  sway,  to  commemorate  a 
sacred  triumph,  whose  trop)lues,  instead  of  tattered  ban- 
ners, will  be  ransomed  slaves." 

On  the  1st  of  A[)ril,  ]\lr.  AA'right  (Union)  of  Indiana 
spoke  in  opj)osition  to  the  enactment  of  the  measure. 
He  had  j)resented  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Cohunbia,  being  in  substance  the  measure 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lincoln  in  1848.  It  provided  for  the 
gradual  extinction  (jf  slavery.      lie  thought,  "if  slavery 
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was  let  alone,  there  woukl  be  no  slavery  here  in  ten 
years."  The  pending  question  being  the  amendment 
offered  by  jNIr.  Pomeroy  "  to  settle  tiie  account  between 
master  and  slave,"  he  said  he  had  offered  the  amendment 
in  good  faith,  as  a  friend  of  the  measure,  so  that  "the 
commission  could  weigh  out  justice,  give  compensation 
where  it  was  due." — "The  fundamental  law  of  the  land," 
declai'ed  Mr.  Fessenden  (Rep.)  of  Maine,  "is  broad 
and  clear.  We  need  no  excuse  on  the  subject  at  all. 
Congress,  under  the  Constitution,  is  gifted  with  all 
power  of  legislation  over  this  District,  and  may  do  any 
thing  in  it  that  any  legislature  can  do  in  any  State  of 
the  Union,  unless  expressly  restrained  by  the  Consti- 
tution which  gives  it  its  powers ;  and  there  being  a 
specific  grant  of  all  powers  of  legislation  in  this  Dis- 
trict, and  there  being  no  restraint  upon  it  which  would 
touch  the  (piestion,  it  follows  as  a  matter  of  necessity  that 
tlie  constitutional  power  exists  ;  and  it  includes  as  well 
the  power  to  vote  money.  .  .  .  This  question  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  I  have 
stated,  has  been  one  that  has  always  been  near  to  my 
heart.  Gentlemen  say  it  is  a  bad  time  to  take  it  up  : 
it  will  Ije  attended  with  injury.  With  regard  to  one 
point  of  injury,  I  have  spoken ;  but  do  gentlemen 
believe  any  other  injury  is  to  follow?  Whom  do  we 
injure?  The  slaves?  The  slave  will  bear  the  injury. 
Do  we  injure  the  owner  ?  What  claim  have  the  owners 
of  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia  upon  us  ?  They 
have,  in  my  judgment,  been  holding  slaves  here  without 
law  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government ;  and  they 
have  been  able  to  do  it,  because  it  has  been  in  their 
power  to  secure  a  majority  always  in  Congress  which 
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^v:ls  iinincibk',  that  cuukl  not  1)C  o\er(H)ine."  !Mr. 
l)a\is  niDVi'd  to  strike  out  the  proviso  to  the  tliird 
.section,  linntini^'  the  average  sinn  to  he  paid  to  three 
Innuh-i'd  dolhirs,  —  yeas  11,  nays  30. 

Mr.  Uniwniiig"  (lu'p.)  ot"  Illinois  "never  doiihted  the 
existence  of  the  power  in  Congress,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, to  pass  this  or  any  other  k'gislativc  measure 
afteeting  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  grant  of 
power  is  as  broad  and  ample  as  it  is  possible  for  our 
language  to  make  it."  Mr.  Clark  (Kep.)  of  New 
Hampshire  moved  an  amendment  of  eleven  sections, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill.  "I  do  not  [no- 
pose  this  amendment,"  he  said,  "for  the  purj)ose  of 
impeding  the  })assage  of  the  bill,  or  of  impeding  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District.  I  desire  to  accom- 
plish it.  It  is  a  measure  to  which  I  ga\e  my  heart 
long  ago,  and  it  is  a  measure  to  wliich  I  am  ready 
and  desirous  to  give  my  liand  now.  I  do  it  -with  the 
intention  of  oll'ering  to  the  Senate  a  better  bill,  as  I 
conceive  it  to  be."  Mr.  ]\Iorrill,  in  re})ly  to  ]Mr.  Clark, 
asserted  "  that  this  bill  originally,  as  submitted  to  the 
connnittee,  was  j»repared  with  very  great  care,  and  it 
has  received  the  best  consideration  that  the  committee 
was  able  to  bestow  upon  it ;  and  I  will  say  to  my  hon- 
orable friend  who  criticises  the  original  bill,  and  who 
thinks  that  his  is  niiicli  better,  that  there  was  not  a 
single  (juestion  to  which  he  alludes  that  did  not  receive 
the  attention  of  the  committee  ;  and,  if  I  understand  the 
bill  of  tlu'  connnittee,  there  is  not  a  single  provision  of 
his  bill  but  is  provided  for  in  the  bill  of  the  com- 
mittee, excej)t  the  feature  of  referring  it  to  the  Court 
of  Claims."    Mr.  ^\'illey  proposed  to  amend  Mr.  Clarke's 
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ainendineiit  so  as  to  submit  the  bill  to  the  legal  voters 
of  the  District.  Mr.  Willey  averred  that  he  intended 
to  A'ote  for  the  President's  resolution  tendering  the  aid 
of  the  Government  to  the  loyal  States.  "It  meets," 
he  said,  "ray  approbation  ;  and  the  more  I  think  about 
it,  the  more  I  believe  it  is  correct,  and  that  it  Avill  be 
a  balm  to  heal  the  bleeding  wounds  of  our  country  at 
last."  —  "  If  we  are  going,"  said  Mr.  Pomeroy,  "  to  leave 
this  question  to  the  people  to  vote  upon  it,  I  insist  that 
the  senator  from  Virginia  should  amend  his  amendment 
by  striking  out  at  least  two  words,  'free  white.'  If  he 
will  strike  out  those  two  words,  and  let  every  person 
who  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  vote, 
there  will  at  least  be  fairness  in  submitting  this  question 
to  a  vote  of  the  people.  As  the  question  affects  both 
parties  alike,  and  as  it  is  as  much  for  the  interest  of  the 
colored  man  as  the  white  man,  I  should  like  to  know 
why  he  may  not  vote  on  it."  Mr.  Willey's  amendment 
was  rejected,  —  yeas  13,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of 
the  original  bill,  and  insert  a  new  section  in  lieu  of  it. 
This  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Clark,  opposed 
by  Mr.  INIorrill,  and  rejected.  a\Ir.  AVright,  on  the 
2d  of  April,  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  Washington,  expressing  "the  opinion  that 
the  sentiment  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
community  is  ad^■erse  to  the  unqualified  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  District  at  the  present  critical  juncture  in 
our  national  affairs." 

jNlr.  Davis  of  Kentucky  made  a  very  long,  desultory 
harauijue  against  the  bill  and  all  kindred  measures. 
"  Massachusetts,"  he  said,  "  was  the  hot-bed,  the  very 
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])l:u'e  of  (iriLi'm,  ot"  t-vcry  jjolitictil  heresy  that  lias  been 
set  up  ill  an\'  part  of"  the  eouutry.  ...  1  hardly  know 
of  any  j»olitieal,  religious,  or  soeial  niisehievous  and 
noxious  ism  but  what  had  its  oriLi'in  in  ^lassaehusctts. 
.  .  .  Jt  has  been  tVe(juently  in(|uirc(l,  '  ^\  hat  brouuht 
about  this  war?'  J  shall  not  enter  into  that  subject  at 
any  leniith  ;  but  I  will  tell  you  what  1  religiously  be- 
lieve, —  that  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  South 
Carolina  and  their  niischicvous  isms  have  done  more  to 
bring  about  our  present  troubles  than  all  other  causes." 

Mr.  ]\Iorrill  said  in  reply,  that  ''  the  sentiments  which 
the  honorable  senator  puts  foi'th  here  ar(!  sentiments 
directly  adverse  to  the  principles  of  the  common  law. 
I  know  they  are  opinions  and  princi))les  reaching  far 
back  into  the  early  period  of  the  woild  ;  bnt  allow  me 
to  say  to  the  honorable  senator,  they  are  barbarian  in 
their  origin.  They  were  never  inculcated  and  never 
adopted  in  civilized  nations.  AVhere  civilization  has 
advanced,  A\here  the  doctrines  of  Christian  civilization 
are  recognized,  these  notions  are  held  to  be  antiquated, 
barbarian  ;  and  they  do  not  enter  into  the  jnris})rudence 
of  any  civilized  or  Christian  nation  on  the  globe." 

Mr.  ]\ri)ougall,  on  the  od,  addressed  the  Senate  in 
an  elaborate  speech  in  opposition  to  the  measure  ;  and 
^Ir.  Ten.  Eyck  preferred  a  system  of  gradual  emanci- 
pation, but  would  vote  for  the  original  bill  as  amended. 
He  was  not  sure  but  the  postponement  of  the  measure 
until  the  Border  sLive  States  have  acted  on  the  Presi- 
dent's proposition  would  cure  flic  evil.  "  W  Mai-ylaiid 
and  Delaware  shoidd  vote  to  abolish  slavery  according 
to  the  jilan  projioscd  by  the  President  and  the  resolution 
we    passed    yesterday,    slavery    in    this   District  Avould 
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speedily  die  out  of  itself.  Like  an  cxliaustcd  candle,  it 
would  ilickei-  in  its  socket,  and  soon  be  gone  for  ever, 
and  not  a  single  wave  of  popular  feeling  be  created  to 
disturb  or  agitate  tlie  surrounding  sections  of  country 
interested  in  tlie  institution."  Mr.  Sumner  moved  to 
amend,  by  introducing  in  the  fifth  section,  after  tlie 
words  "courts  of  justice,"  the  w^ords  "without  the  ex- 
clusion of  any  witness  on  account  of  color."  Mr. 
]\lorrill  said  the  bill  provided  that  the  claimant  may 
be  summoned  before  the  commissioners,  and  that  the 
party  for  whose  service  compensation  is  claimed  may 
testify  ;  but  the  amendment  extends  that  to  other  per- 
sons, and  he  did  not  object  to  it.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  iSIr.  Sum- 
ner's amendment,  —  yeas  26,  nays  10.  INIr.  Clark's 
substitute  was  rejected,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  AVright  moA-ed  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  bill,  and  insert  as  a  substitute  the 
amendment  lie  had  proposed,  providing  for  a  system  of 
gradual  emancipation.  ]\Ir.  Wright  declared  he  had 
offered  it  "  because  it  embodies  principles  which  I  like. 
The  object  of  presenting  it  as  an  amendment  is,  that, 
if  adopted,  it  may  be  referred  back  to  the  committee 
for  perfection."  The  amendment  was  rejected,  —  yeas 
10,  nays  27, 

jNIr.  Clark  moved  to  insert  at  the  end  of  section  two, 
"  that  he  lias  not  borne  arms  against  the  United  States 
during  the  present  Rebellion."  Mr.  Trumbull  moved 
to  add  that  "  the  oath  of  the  party  to  tlie  petition  shall 
not  be  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  stated ;  "  and  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  amendment  as  amended  adopted.     Mr.  Browning 

6 


62  'nil".   Ai;(!i.iTi()\  OF  M.\\i:!;v 

ino\f(l  to  in:ik(.'  till'  Slim  npjiraiscd  and  apjtDi'tioiiiHl  fnc 
ill  li(  11  dt'  tliiii'  liiindrcd  dollars,  oin'-lijiir  to  lie  paid  to 
tlic  inasti.-r,  and  the  other  halt"  paiil  to  the  slave,  on 
satislaetorv  e\  idene(!  tluit  he  has  i-einoved  and  settled 
oiit.-idc  ilic  Inili'd  States.  Mr.  iM-ownini:,' would  com- 
bine emancljtatiou  and  coh)nization.  "1  believe,"  ho 
declared,  "  that  we  cannot  do  any  sul)stantial  good  to 
the  e(dorcd  people  ot"  this  country  without  combining 
^\  ith  w  hatever  action  we  take  upon  this  subject  a  system 
of  I'olonization,  or  adopting  measures  that  Avill  lead  to 
voluntary  colonizatiou  on  their  ])art.  It  is  not  legal 
and  political  ecpiality  and 'ciiian(i|)ation  alone  that  can 
do  nuieh  I'or  the  elevation  of  the  character  of  these 
people.  We  may  confer  ui)on  tluin  all  the  legal  and 
political  rights  we  ourselves  enjoy  :  they  will  still  be  in 
our  midst,  a  debased  and  degraded  race,  incapalde  of 
making  progress,  because  they  want  that  best  element 
and  best  incentive  to  progress,  social  equality,  Avhich 
they  never  can  ha\e  here."  —  "  ^^  hy  does  not  the  gen- 
tleman," asked  ]Mr.  A\'ilniot,  ''make  his  amendment 
consistent  witli  his  argument,  and  jiropose  compulscny 
colonization?  If  the  races  cannot  li\e  together,  then 
surely  we  should  adopt  compulsory  emigration.  The 
amendment  of  the  senator  goes  but  a  short  way  towards 
the  argument  that  he  advances." 

"  "^riiis  inducement,"  rej)lied  Mr.  lironning,  "for 
voluntary  emigration,  is  perfectly  consistent  with  all 
that  I  have  said  on  that  point.  I  do  not  propose  now 
to  discuss  a  system  of  compulsory  emigration.  A\'e 
are  acting  upon  too  small  a  scale  to  justify  us  in  broach- 
ing so  momentous  a  question  as  that  is  at  this  time. 
The  time  may  come,  the  time  possibly  will  come,  when 
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conipult^oiT  culouizatiou  may  be  I'ounil  necessary  i'or 
the  good  of  both  races  ;  and,  if  it  does  come,  I  appre- 
hend I,  for  one,  shall  be  found  ready  to  meet  it,  and  to 
take  my  share  of  the  responsibility  of  enforcing  it." 
iMr.   Browning's  amendment  was  rejected. 

]Mr.  Collamer  (Eep.)  of  Vermont,  fur  the  better 
security  of  emancipated  persons,  moved  to  add  two 
additional  sections,  providing  that  the  claimants  shall 
file,  with  the  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  District, 
descriptive  lists  of  the  persons  for  whom  they  claim 
compensation  ;  and  that  the  clerk  shall  give  on  demand, 
to  each  person  made  free  or  manumitted  by  this  act,  a 
certificate  under  the  seal  of  said  court,  setting  out  the 
name  and  description  of  such  person,  and  stating  that 
such  person  "vvas  duly  manumitted  and  made  free  by 
virtue  of  this  act ;  and  these  provisions  were  mcor- 
porated  in  the  bill.  Mr.  iSI'Dougall  offered  as  a  sub- 
stitute the  amendment  previously  offered  by  ]Mr.  Wright 
and  rejected,  —  yeas  10,  nays  25.  Tlie  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendments  adopted  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  concurred  in. 

]Mr.  Doolittle  thought  his  amendment  a])propriating  a 
hundi'cd  thousand  dollars  to  aid  in  the  colonization  and 
settlement  of  such  free  persons  of  African  descent  as  may 
desire  to  emigrate  to  the  republics  of  Ilayti  or  Liberia, 
or  such  other  country  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  as  the  President  may  determine,  had  been  voted 
down  because  some  senators  thought  it  connected  in 
some  way  with  a  system  of  compulsory  colonization. 
lie  renewed  his  amendment,  and  demandcl  the  yeas 
and  nays  ;  and  they  were  ordered,  — yeas  27,  nays  10. 
"I  regard  the  bill,"  said  Mr.  Powell,  "as  unconstitu- 
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tiiiiKiI,  iinijolltii',  iiiijii-t  tt>  the  people  ul'  the  District 
of  ('iiliimliia,  and  liad  I'ailli  to  llie  people  of  Virginia 
and  .Mai\  land.  .  .  .  This  hill  is  unjust  to  the  people 
(»t' the  District  of  Colunil)ia,  beeause  it  de[)rives  them  of 
one  of  their  doniestie  institutions.  It  is  unjust  to  them 
in  anotiua-  respect  ;  because,  while  you  ])retend  to  pay 
them,  you  do  not  give  them  a  iburth  of  the  value  of 
their  pro})erty.  'J'he  highest  amount  you  give  a  citizen 
for  his  negro  is  three  hundred  dollars,  while  every  one 
in  this  Senate  knows  that  many  of  those  negroes  are 
worth  three  or  foiu*  times  that  amonnt."  j\Ir.  Wilson 
of  ^Massachusetts  remarked,  that  the  senator  from 
Kentuckv  was  mistaken.  ''The  average  sum  to  be 
paid  is  three  hundred  dollars  ;  but  for  some  may  be  paid 
eiiiht  or  nine  hiuidred  or  a  thousand  dollars,  and  for 
others  but  a  very  small  sum  indeed."  .Mr.  Uayard 
(Dem.)  of  Delaware  had  hoped  "to  obtain  the  i\oov, 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  at  an  earlier  hour  ;  and  though 
it  is  certainly,  personally,  very  inconvenient  to  me  to 
speak  at  this  time,  1  have  to  perform  a  duty  which  I 
owe,  not  to  n>y  own  constituents,  for  they  have  no  \rdv- 
ticnlar  nor  im)nediate  interest  in  the  bill,  but  a  duty 
that  I  think  I  owe,  as  a  member  of  this  bodv,  to  mv 
country.  ...  I  concede,  without  the  slightest  reser- 
vation, that  the  authority  of  the  (ieneral  (Government 
over  the  District  of  Columbia  is  precisely  the  same  as 
the  authority  of  a  State  over  its  territory  ;  that  no  con- 
stitutional objection  can  arise  to  the  action  of  Congress 
in  abolishing  slavery  in  this  District,  other  than  those 
that  could  be  made  within  tin;  boundaries  of  a  State 
Mnder  similar  provisions  of  a  State  constitution.  Tiie 
effect  of  this  bill,  in  my  judgment,  will  be  deleterious, 
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and  most  deleterious  first  to  the  eity  of  Wiisliingtoii, 
next  to  the  State  of  jNIaryland,  then  to  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and  then  by  the  effect  of  its  indirect  influence 
to  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  the  State  of  Missouri ; 
and,  if  you  succeed  in  compelling-  by  force  of  arms  the 
other  slaveholding  vStates  to  return  inU)  the  Union,  the 
effect  will  permeate  through  the  entire  mass  of  those 
States." 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Bayard's  speech,  the  presiding 
officer  stated  that  the  question  was  on  the  })assage  of 
the  bill,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been 
ordered.  The  question  was  taken,  and  resulted  — 
yeas  29,  nays  14.  Thus  the  bill  "  for  the  release  of 
certain  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  introduced  by  ^Ir.  "\Vilson  into  the  Sen- 
ate, Dec.  16,  1861,  passed  the  Senate,  April  3,  1862. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  10th  of 
April,  Mr.  Stevens  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  tiie  State  of  the  Union.  The  motion  was  agreed  to  ; 
and  Mr.  Stevens  moved  that  all  the  preceding  bills 
on  the  calendar  be  laid  aside,  and  that  the  committee 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Mr.  Webster  (Union)  of  Maryland 
objecting,  the  chairman,  ]Mr.  Dawes  (Rep.)  of  ]Massa- 
chusetts,  stated  that  he  would  qall  the  calendar  in  order. 
Mr.  Stevens  said  he  would  move  to  lay  the  l)ills  aside 
until  he  reached  the  bill  he  had  indicated.  When  the 
Senate  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  Avas  reached,  ]Mr.  Webster  moved  to  lay 
it  aside  ;  but  the  motion  failed,  and  the  Ijill  was  before 
the   Committee   of  the  AVhole   for  consideration.      "I 

6* 
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avail  inysclfV'  said  ^h.  Thomas  (0pp.)  of  Massachu- 
setts, "(it'  tlic  iiuhilgcnce  ot"  the  comiuittce  to  make 
some  suggestions  upon  subjects  now  attracting  tlie 
attention  ot"  Congress  and  of  the  country,  —  the  rehi- 
tion  of  tlie  '  seceded  States'  (so  called)  to  the  Union, 
the  coiilisration  of  property,  and  the  emancipation  of 
slaves  in  such  States." 

On  the  11th,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  that  the  debate 
upon  the  bill  be  closed  in  one  hour  after  the  Committee 
of  the  ^\  hole  resumes  its  consideration  ;  but  the  motion 
Avas  lost, — yeas  57,  nays  (54.  ^Ir.  Xixon  (Ivep.)  of 
New  Jersey  said,  "The  gradual  emancipation  of  the 
slave  would  have  been  more  in  harmony  with  the  past 
modes  of  dealing  with  this  question,  and  more  in  accord- 
ance with  my  views  of  public  policy.  But  if  immediate 
emancipation,  with  just  compensation,  shall  prove  to  be 
the  sentiment  of  the  House,  I  am  ])repared  to  exercise 
an  express  constitutional  power,  and  vote  to  remove  for 
ever  the  blot  of  slavery  from  the  national  capital." 
]\Ir.  lilair  (Kcp.)  of  jNIissouri  said,  "The  charge  has 
frequently  been  heard  here  and  elsewhere,  that  the  Pres- 
ident is  without  a  policy  in  liis  administration.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  show  that  this  imputation  is  unfounded,  to 
explain  my  conceptions  of  his  policy,  and  to  demon- 
strate that  it  is  wise  in  every  aspect,  and  commends 
itself  to  the  lovers  of  the  Union  and  of  freedom."  ]\Ir. 
Crittenden  (Union)  of  Kentucky  followed  in  opposition 
to  the  bill  and  to  the  policy  of  emanci])atiou.  "You 
may  produce,"  he  said,  "  nuich  mischief  by  this  mcasui'e. 
AMiat  is  the  good?  Sia\cry  has  been,  under  one  influ- 
ence or  another,  disaj)pearing  from  this  district  for 
years.     It  has  been  decaying  and  going  out.     Your  bill 
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would  not,  probably,  have  a  thousand  slaves  to  act 
upon.  What,  then,  is  the  deep  anxiety  to  pass  this 
measure?  Why  should  Congress,  at  a  time  like  this, 
devote  its  attention  with  so  much  earnestness,  and  appa- 
rently with  so  much  purpose,  to  this  measure?  Let 
slavery  alone.  It  will  go  out  like  a  candle.  Xo  dis- 
turbance will  follow  it.  No  violation  of  public  feeling 
will  follow.  No  apprehension  will  result  from  it.  This 
measure  will  create  discontent  among  the  people  else- 
where, and  will  lead  them  to  consider  it  but  as  an  au- 
gury of  what  is  to  come  afterwards.  The  good  you  can 
do  by  it  is  little,  is  minute,  in  comparison  to  the  great 
question  involved."  —  "We  are  deliberating  here  to- 
day," said  Mr.  Bingham  of  Ohio,  "upon  a  bill  which 
illustrates  the  great  principle  that  this  da_y  shakes  the 
throne  of  every  despot  upon  the  globe  ;  and  that  is, 
whether  man  was  made  for  government,  or  government 
made  for  man.  Those  who  oppose  this  bill,  whether 
they  intend  it  or  not,  by  recording  their  votes  against 
this  enactment,  reiterate  the  old  dogma  of  tyrants,  that 
the  people  are  made  to  be  governed,  and  not  to  govern. 
I  deny  that  proposition.  I  deny  it,  because  all  my  con- 
victions are  opposed  to  it.  I  deny  it,  because  I  am  sure 
that  the  Constitution  of  my  country  is  against  it.  I 
cannot  forget,  if  I  would,  the  grand  utterance  of  one  of 
the  illustrious  men  of  modern  times,  —  of  whom  Guizot 
very  fitly  said,  that  his  thoughts  impress  themselves 
indelibly  wherever  they  fall,  —  standing  amid  the  despot- 
isms of  Europe,  conscious  of  the  great  truth  that  all 
men  are  of  right  equal  before  the  law,  that  thrones  may 
perish,  that  crowns  may  turn  to  dust,  that  sceptres  may 
be    broken    and    empires    overthrown,    but    that    the 
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ri<^"litt?  of  iiu'ii  -AW  }it.'r|)i'tii:il,  lie  jiroclaiiiu'd  to  listening 
Friincc  the  strong-,  true  \v(jrds,  ^States  are  horn,  live, 
and  die  iijjon  the  earth  ;  here  they  fulfil  their  destiny  : 
but,  alter  the  citizen  lias  disehargcd  every  duty  that  he 
owes  to  the  State,  there  al>i(les  w  iih  him  the  nohler  part 
of"  his  l)eing,  his  iuiniortal  lUeulties.  by  which  he  ascends 
to  God  and  the  unknown  realities  of  another  life.'  I 
would  illustrate  that  utterance  of  the  French  thinker  by- 
incorporating  in  our  legislation  this  day  a  provision,  that 
every  human  being,  no  matter  what  his  complexion, 
here  within  the  limits  of  the  capital  of  the  Kepublic, 
sliall  l)e  secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  inhei-eut  rights; 
tiiat  the  citizen  is  more  than  the  State  ;  that  the  })rotec- 
tion  of  his  rights  is  of  more  concern  than  any  or  all 
mere  State  policies.  1  would  i)ass  this  bill,  not  only  for 
the  sake  of  giving  present  relief  to  the  unfortunate 
human  beings  for  whose  special  relief  it  is  designed,  and 
who,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  are  being  carried  hourly 
awav  i'rom  your  capital  in  order  to  perpetuate  their  too- 
long-endured  captivity,  not  only  to  burst  their  fetters, 
not  only  to  kindle  a  new  joy  in  their  huml)Ie  homes  by 
inspiring  in  them  a  sense  of  ])ersonal  security  and  safety, 
but  I  would  pass  this  bill  for  the  piu'pose  as  well  of 
giving  a  new  assurance  that  the  Republic  still  lives,  and 
gives  promise  not  to  disappoint  the  hopes  of  the  strug- 
gling nations  of  the  earth." 

"A  great  truth,"  said  ]\Ir.  Kiddle  (Rep.)  of  Ohio, 
"  is  Aveakened  by  what  men  call  elucidation.  Illustra- 
tion obscures  it;  logic  and  ai-gument  coinpi-omise  it; 
and  demonstration  brings  it  to  doubt,  lie  who  per- 
mits himself  to  be  put  on  its  defensive  is  a  weak  man 
or   a   coward.      \    •'rcat   truth    is    never  so   stronL;:   as 
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when  left  to  stand  on  its  simple  assertion.  Tiie  thing 
right  for  ever  remains  riglit,  nnder  all  possible  cir- 
cnmstanccs  and  conditions,  in  all  times,  places,  and 
seasons.  Xor  can  it  be  changed  at  all.  Not  all  power, 
nor  the  combination  of  all  power,  no  matter  how 
employed  or  ap})lied,  can  change  it  in  the  least.  It 
matters  not  at  all  how  men  call  it :  though  the  unani- 
mous world  conspire  to  call  it  ill,  and  tag  it  out  with  all 
vile  epithets  ;  though  all  obscene  moutlis  make  it  com- 
mon, and  lewd  tongues  toss  it  into  sewers,  and  delicate 
and  refined  ears  may  not  hear  it,  —  it  is  nowise  changed. 
Xo  matter  what  ill  happens  to  it ;  though  cast  out, 
exiled,  banished,  and  outlawed,  marked  and  for  ever 
banned,  made  leprous  with  contumely  and  reproach  ; 
though  prisoned,  tried,  condemned,  and  executed,  and 
its  body,  like  carrion,  cast  to  vultures,  —  it  still  lives, 
is  still  right ;  holds  its  old  place  and  old  sceptre.  Nor 
can  any  man,  by  any  power,  under  any  circumstances, 
for  any  thing,  be  absolved  from  the  allegiance  he  owes 
it."  —  "I  did  not  rise,"  said  Mr.  Fessenden  (Ivcp.)  of 
Maine,  "to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  bill.  The  hour 
for  its  discussion  has  passed.  The  hour  in  which  to  put 
upon  it  the  seal  of  the  nation  has  come.  I  trust  it  is, 
indeed,  the  harbinger  of  that  brighter,  brightest  day  at 
hand,  when  slavery  shall  be  abolished  wherever  it  exists 
in  the  land.  This  will  be  the  one  finality  which  will 
give  us  a  righteous  and  a  lasting  peace." 

Mr.  Rollins  (Rep.)  of  New  Hampshu'e  said,  "It  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  traits  of  human  natiu'e,  that 
while  the  sons  of  men  are  struggling  to  bear  the  burdens 
of  human  life,  and  perform  the  works  assigned  to  our 
common  nature,  they  sometimes  step  aside,  or  stop  in 
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tla'ir  way,  to  iuiiii>tcr  to  the  wants  of  llic  lU'cdv,  who, 
sitting  by  tho  wayside,  Htt  their  eyes  and  liands  to  beg 
for  eliarity.  This  nation,  whieh,  like  a  giant,  walks 
along  the  ])athway  of  nations,  girdi'd  as  with  iron, 
sternly  to  nwvt  and  overwhelm  its  trat lieidal  foes,  while 
inarching  steadily  on  to  its  work,  feels  it  no  hinderanee 
to  listen  to  the  humble  cry  of  a  few  hundred  of  its 
feeblest  ehildren  who  grind  in  the  j)rison-house  of  its 
deadly  i'oc.  The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  is,  to  the  few  slaves  therein,  a  deed  of  jus- 
tice and  mercy  that  this  people  cannot  omit  to  perform 
at  this  golden  opportunity.  Slavery  has  forfeited  all 
claims  to  any  implied  obligation  for  innnunity  in  the 
ca[)ital  of  the  nation  by  its  mad  attcm])t  to  tear  down 
the  pillars  of  that  Government  under  which  it  elaiiued 
protection.  Justice  demands  that  the  arch  enemy  of 
our  Government  and  instigator  of  all  our  present  calani- 
ity,  who  still  lurks  in  this  chosen  centre  of  the  Republic, 
as  Satan  did  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  should  be  expelled, 
and  that  the  glittering  sword  of  power  should  guard  the 
gate  against  its  entrance  for  evermore.  ]Mercy  —  if 
the  act  of  emanci[)ation  niay  ha\e  that  (luality  —  de- 
mands for  the  victims  of  this  too-long-endured  oppres- 
sion their  restoration  to  the  pi'imal  rights  of  humanity. 
This  is  the  quality  that  will  give  to  this  act,  about,  as 
I  trust,  to  be  consummated,  its  crowning  grace  and 
virtue,  and  conuncnd  it  to  the  admiration  of  good  men 
all  over  the  world, -and  win  for  it  the  approval  of  IIea\en, 
Avliere  mercy  has  its  seat."  —  ''Of  the  mt)ral  effects  of 
the  measiu'C  upon  the  country  and  u[)on  the  world," 
said  !Mr.  IMake  (Kcp.)  of  Ohio,  "I  need  not  speak. 
That  it  w  ill  elevate  us  m  the  eyes  of  all  civilized  nations, 
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is  not  doubted  ;  tlmt  it  will  awaken  a  thrill  of  patriotic 
pride  and  enthusiasm  in  the  great  heart  of  the  nation,  no 
man  doubts.  Even  the  opponents  of  emancipation  on 
this  floor  have  not  ventured  to  shock  the  moral  sense  of 
the  House  by  an  absolute  defence  of  slavery  as  a  thing 
desirable  in  itself.  No  man  has  ventured  to  assert  that 
the  measure  will  be  injurious  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  District.  The  respected  and  venerable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (]Mr.  Crittenden)  did  declare  that  he 
was  no  friend  of  slavery  ;  that,  if  the  adoption  of  slavery 
were  now  an  original  proposition  before  the  House,  he 
would  vote  against  it.  I  rejoice,  sir,  at  such  declara- 
tions as  these,  coming,  as  1  have  no  doubt  they  do, 
from  a  truly  loyal,  patriotic  heart :  they  are  the  har- 
binger of  better  days  for  the  Republic.  But,  sir,  I 
expect  no  applause  in  South  Carolina  and  Mississippi 
for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  none  from  traitors  any- 
Avhere.  It  is  our  duty  to  abolish  slavery  here,  because 
Congress,  by  the  Constitution,  has  the  power  to  do  it; 
and,  slavery  being  a  great  wrong  and  outrage  upon  hu- 
manity, we  should  at  once  do  right,  and  pass  this  bill.*' 
—  "I  Avould  rather  close  this  debate,"  said  Mr.  Van 
Horn  (Eep.)  of  New  York,  "and  come  directly  to  the 
Aote  upon  it,  and  content  myself  with  recording  my 
name  in  its  fovor.  Indeed,  it  needs  no  defence.  Upon 
its  face  it  bears  the  marks  of  humanity  and  of  jus- 
tice. Every  line  and  every  syllable  is  })regnant  with  a 
just  and  true  sentiment,  and  already  hallowed  with  the 
sublime  s[)irit  of  a  noble  purpose.  Throughout  it  there 
breathes  a  S])irit  akin  to  that  which  runs  through  all  the 
wonderful  teachings  of  Him  who  spake  as  never  man 
spake,  and  inspired  the  hearts  of  those  whose  innnortal 


72  TTIE    AnOI.ITIOX    OF    SLAVERY 

savin""s  w'xU  outlnst  :ill  the  uiomiincnts  tlint  time  can 
erect."  Mr.  Ashley  (Kep.)  df  Ohio  said,  ''The  struggles 
Riid  hopes  of"  many  long  years  are  centred  in  this 
eventful  hour.  The  cry  of  the  oppressed,  'How  long, 
OLord!  howhingV  is  to  he  answered  to-day  hy  the 
American  Congress.  A  sui)lime  act  of  justice  is  now 
to  he  recorded  where  it  will  never  Ije  ol)literated  ;  and, 
so  far  as  the  actimi  of  tlie  rcprcscntati\es  of  the  people 
can  decree  it,  the  fitting  words  of  the  President,  spoken 
in  his  recent  si)ccial  message,  'initiate  and  emanci- 
pate,' shall  have  a  life  co-equal  with  the  Kepublic. 
God  has  set  his  seal  upon  these  priceless  words ;  and 
they,  with  the  meu^ory  of  him  who  uttered  them,  shall 
live  in  the  hearts  of  the  peojile  for  ever.  The  golden 
morn,  so  anxiouslv  looked  for  I)y  the  friends  of  freedom 
in  the  United  States,  has  dawned.  A  second  natit»nal 
jubilee  will  henceforth  be  added  to  the  calendar.  The 
brave  wonls  heretofore  uttered  in  behalf  of  humanity  in 
tliis  hall,  like  'bread  cast  upon  the  waters,'  are  now 
'  to  return  at\cr  many  days,'  and  find  vindication  of  their 
purposes  in  a  d(!cree  of  freedom."  — "  Discussion  will 
go  on,"  said  Mr.  Ilutchiiis  (Rep.)  of  Ohio,  "should  go 
on,  till  slavery  is  extinct.  It  has  only  a  'contraband' 
existence  anywhere.  It  has  rebelled  against  the  lawful 
and  rightful  authority  of  the  Government,  and  its  pres- 
ence is  in  the  way  of  permanent  peace.  Our  fathers 
honestly  supposed  that  it  would  disappear  before  the 
march  of  Christian  civilization.  They  were  mistaken. 
\\  hilc  wc  strive  to  imitate  their  wisdom,  and  seek  to  emu- 
late their  patriotism,  let  us  be  warned  by  their  mistake. 
I  am  more  anxious  to  ^'ote  than  to  detain  the  committee 
longer  by  remarks.      This   bill   will   make  the  national 
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capital  y/vc;  and  then  the  statue  of  Liberty,  fashioned 
by  our  own  Crawford,  will  l)e  a  fitting  ornament  on  the 
finished  dome  of  the  Capitol." 

jNlr.  Stevens  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  for  the 
purpose  of  closing  the  debate  ;  and  the  motion  was 
agi-eed  to.  Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  that  all  debate 
close  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  one  minute  after 
the  committee  shall  resume  the  consideration  of  the 
question.  Mr.  Richardson  (Dcm.)  of  Illinois  moved 
to  amend,  so  as  to  allow  one  hour,  — yeas  56,  nays  73. 
]Mr.  Wright  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  so  as  to  provide  "  that  this  act  shall 
not  go  into  operation  unless  the  qualified  citizens  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  shall,  by  a  majority  of  votes 
polled,  approve  and  ratify  the  same."  —  "I  would 
recommend  to  my  colleague,"  said  Mr.  Stevens,  "-with 
great  respect,  an  amendment  in  another  document. 
It  is  somewhere  pi'ovided  that  the  wicked  shall  be 
damned.  I  would  suggesf  to  my  colleague  that  he 
propose  a  proviso  to  that,  '  providing  that  they  consent 
thereto.'  It  would  be  just  as  decent  an  amendment  as 
the  one  wliich  he  has  proposed."  Mr.  Wright's  amend- 
ment was  lost.  Mr.  Wadsworth  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky 
moved  to  strike  out  of  the  second  section  the  words, 
"loyal  to  the  United  States."  The  provision  he  "held 
to  be  unconstitutional." — ^"I  oppose,"  said  INIr.  Hick- 
man (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania,  "this  amendment.  My 
objection  is,  that  a  man  who  is  disloyal  forfeits  the  pro- 
tection which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to  fz'om 
the  Government ;  that  he  cannot  claim  the  protection 
of  the  Constitution  which  he  re^Judiates  and  attempts 
to  cast  off;   and  it  is  not  for  us  to  confer  rights  upon 
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him  ^\lli(•h  ho  disthictly  dischihiis."  ]\[r.  Wadsworth's 
anu'iKhiuiit  was  rejected.  Mr.  Train  (l\ep.)  of  Massa- 
chusetts said,  ''I  otibr  the  tbnowinj^-  amendment  to  the 
third  section  :  'That  any  person  feehng  himself  aggrieved 
by  the  determination  of  the  commissioners  in  the  amount 
of  compensation  awarded,  may,  within  three  months 
from  tlie  time  when  the  final  report  of  said  commis- 
sioners shall  he  filed,  ajipeal  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
Ignited  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  either 
party  may  be  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury  in  that  court, 
and  the  judgment  in  the  case  shall  be  final  upon  all 
parties.'  This  amendment,"  said  jNIr.  Train,  "does  not 
aflfect  the  bill,  so  far  forth  as  it  goes  to  the  question  of 
emancipation,  but  simply  the  proceedings  in  fixing  the 
compensation."  ]\Ir.  Train's  amendment  was  lost,  — 
ayes  53,  noes  63.  Mr.  Harding  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky 
moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  limiting  the  sum  ap- 
praised to  $300.  "You  do  not,"  said  Mr.  Harding, 
'"  consult  the  people  of  the  District  as  to  whether  they 
are  willing  to  sell  or  not.  Not  at  all.  You  have  the 
power  to  buy,  and  you  will  buy ;  you  \ia\e  the  power 
to  fix  your  own  price,  and  you  will  fix  it.  1  say 
I  liaAC  more  respect  for  a  man  who  will  walk  up  and 
take  my  property,  without  thus  mocking  me  with  a 
consideration."  Mr.  Lovejoy  (l-vcp.)  of  Illinois  opposed 
the  amendment.  He  said,  ''The  gentleman  thinks  it  is 
worse  to  take  a  thing  for  one-half  of  its  value  than  it 
is  to  rob  a  man  of  his  property  outright,  if  I  understood 
his  remarks.  I  wonder  which  is  worse,  —  to  rob  a  man 
of  his  horse,  or  to  rol)  liim  of  his  wife  and  child?  That 
is  the  question  I  would  like  to  ask  him.  Look  at  this 
which  I   hold   in    niv  hand:  — 
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'  Georgetown,  D.C,  June  12, 1861. 
'  I  hereby  give  my  consent  to  let  James  Harod  have  the 
privilege  of  buying  his  wife  and  child  for  the  sum  of  $1,100. 
James  Harod  is  himself  free. 

'  Louis  Mackall,  Jun.' 

"Now  talk  about  robbery.  Every  slave  here  has 
been  robbed  and  stolen,  and  every  man  who  holds  a 
slave  is  a  man-thief;  and  here,  In  this  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, in  the  Federal  city  of  this  Christian  Republic, 
lofty  and  eminent  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  chal- 
lenging respect  and  imitation,  is  this  man,  INIackall, 
who  proposes  to  let  a  free  man  have  the  privilege  of 
buying  his  wife  and  child,  which  he  had  stolen  from 
him,  for  eleven  himdred  dollars,  —  this  INIackall,  a 
woman-thief,  a  child-thief!  IIow  much  did  he  give 
for  this  woman  ?  He  took  her  for  a  debt.  And  here 
let  me  say,  for  fear  that  my  time  may  expire,  this 
woman-thief,  Mackall,  after  giving  a  pledge  that  this 
man  might  buy  his  own  wife  and  child,  flesh  of  his 
flesh,  and  bone  of  his  bone,  seized  the  woman  and 
child,  and  a  babe,  six  months  old,  born  since,  and 
sent  them  into  a  slave-pen  in  Baltimore  ;  and  yet  here 
brazen  men  stand  up  and  talk  about  robbing,  be- 
cause we  give  only  three  hundred  dollars  apiece,  on  an 
average,  to  deliver  these  poor  oppressed  beings  from 
a  condition  of  brutism.  It  is  the  sublimity  of  impu- 
dence." 

Mr.  Wicklifte  said,  "I  have  no  hope  of  success;  but 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  move  to  strike  out  the  words, 
I  without  the  exclusion  of  any  witness  on  account  of 
color,'  where  they  occur.  I  presume  it  is  intended  to 
let  a  man's  servant  come  in,  and  swear  that  he  is  a 
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dUknal  niau.  1  do  \u'[)v  the  friends  of  this  bill  will 
not  so  far  outrage  the  laws  of  this  District  as  to  author- 
ize slaves  or  free  negroes  to  be  witnesses  in  cases  of 
this  kind."  ]\Ir.  Stevens  said,  "I  trust  that  this  com- 
mittee will  nut  so  far  eontiiuie  an  outrage  as  not  to 
allow  anv  man  of  credit,  \\lu'tlu'r  he  l>e  black  or  white, 
to  Ih-  a  witness;"  and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  AMekliifc  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
ing elausi',  and  insert  tlu'  bill  nio\(Ml  in  the  Senate  by 
INIr.  Wright  of  Indiana.  ]\lr.  Ilolman  (Kep.)  of 
Indiana  would  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
the  fifth  section,  requiring  the  authorities  of  ^^'ashing- 
tou  and  Georgetown  to  pro\ide  active  and  efficient 
means  to  arrest  fugitive  slaves.  Mr.  Cox  (Dem.)  of 
Ohio  opposed  the  motion,  "because,  if  the  bill  is  to 
pass  in  any  shape  at  all,  I  should  like  to  see  this  sub- 
stitute passed  in  its  entirety."  ^Iv.  Vallandigham 
(Dem.)  said  that  "there  were  not  ten  men  in  the 
Thirty-sixth  Congress  of  the  United  States  who  would 
have  recorded  their  votes  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  There  are  many 
on  that  side  of  the  House  who  believe  and  know  that 
assertion  to  be  true;  and  yet  behold,  to-day,  what  is 
before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  I  In  the 
language  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, '  a\  ailing  themselves  of  the  troubles  of  the  times,' 
we  have  this  bill  brought  forward  as  the  beginning  of  a 
grand  scheme  of  emancipation  ;  and  there  is  no  calcula- 
tion where  that  scheme  is  to  end."  Mr.  Ilolman's 
motion  to  ami'iid  the  aiiiemhucnt  was  regected ;  and 
Mr.  WickliH'e's  amendment  was  lost, — :iycs  ol,  noes 
84. 
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Mr.  jNIenzies  (Union)  of  Kentucky  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert- 
ing as  follows  :  "  That  the  children  of  persons  held  to 
service  for  life  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  may  be 
born  after  the  first  day  of  jNIay,  1862,  shall  be  free  ; 
and,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  may  assert  their 
freedom  against  all  persons.  Any  person  who  may  be 
brought  into  said  District  after  the  first  day  of  ]May, 
1862.  for  the  benefit  of  his  or  her  owner  or  hirer,  shall 
thereby  become  free.  Any  person  who  may  deprive  a 
person  entitled  to  freedom,  according  to  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  of  the  power  and  means  of  asserting  such 
freedom,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  be  punished, 
on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, by  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than 
five  nor  more  than  twenty  years."  The  amendment 
Avas  disagreed  to. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Stevens,  rose ; 
and  Mr.  Dawes  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union  had  instructed  him  to 
report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  without  amendment. 
jNIr.  Stevens  demanded  the  previous  question  ;  and  it 
was  ordered, — yeas  92,  nays  39.  Mr.  Ilolman  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
They  were  ordered ;  and  the  question  was  taken,  — 
yeas  92,   nays  38. 

The  bill  thus  passed  the  House,  and  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  1862.  By 
the  enactment  of  this  bill,  three  thousand  slaves  were 
instantly  made  for  ever  free,  slavery  made  impossible 
in  the  capital  of  the  United  States,  and  the  black  laws 
and  ordinances   concerning   persons   of  color  repealed 
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and  :il)nii:atcil.  Tlu'  ciitVaiicliisi'il  houdinen,  grateful 
lor  this  Ix'iR'titTut  act  uf  national  legislation,  assembled 
in  their  eiunehes,  and  ottered  up  the  homage  and  grati- 
tude oi'  their  hearts  to  God  for  the  boon  of  personal 
freedom. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE   PRESIDENT'S    PROPOSITION   TO    AID    STATES   IN 
THE   ABOLISHMENT    OF   SLAVERY. 

THE  president's  SPECIAL  MESSAGE.  —  MR.  ROSCOE  COXKLING'S  RESOLU- 
TION. —  MR.  RICH.\RDS0N'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  BINGHAM'S  SPEECH.  —  MR. 
VOORHEES'  SPEECH.  —  MR.  MALLORY'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  WICKLIFFE's 
SPEECH.  —  MR.  DIVEN'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  THOMAS'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  RID- 
DLE'S SPEECH.  —  MR.  CRISFIELD'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  OLIN's  SPEECH. — 
MR.  CRITTENDEN'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  FISHER'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  HICKMAN's 
SPEECH.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL  IN  THE  HOUSE.  —  IN  THE  SENATE, 
THE  RESOLUTION  REPORTED  WITHOUT  AMENDMENT  BY  MR.  TRUMBULL. 
—  MR.  SAULSBURY'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  DAVIS'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  SHER- 
MAN'S SPEECH.  —  MR.  DOOLITTLE's  SPEECH.  —  MR.  WILLEY'S  SPEECH.  — 
MR.  browning's  SPEECH.  —  MR.  M'DOUGALL's  SPEECH.  —  MR.  POWELL'S 
SPEECH.  —  MR.  LATHAM'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  MORRILL'S  SPEECH.  —  MR. 
HENDERSON'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  SHERMAN'S  SPEECH.  —  PASSAGE  OF 
THE   RESOLUTION. 

ON  the  6th  of  March,  1862,  the  President  sent  to 
Congress  a  special  message,  in  which  he  said,  "  I 
recommend  the  adoption  of  a  joint  resohition  by  your 
honorable  bodies,  which  shall  be  substantially  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  United  States  ought  to  co-operate  with 
any  State  which  may  adopt  gradual  abolishment  of  shivery ; 
giving  to  such  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be  used  by  such  State  in 
its  discretion,  to  compensate  for  the  inconveniences,  public  and 
private,  produced  by  such  change  of  system. 

"  If  the  proposition  contained  in  the  resolution  does 
not  meet  the  approval  of  Congress  and  the  country, 
tliere  is  the  end  ;  but,  if  it  does  command  such  approval, 
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1  clcoiii  it  ot"  iiupoitiinoe  that  the  States  and  people  im- 
mediately interested  should  be  at  once  distinctly  notified 
of  the  fact,  so  that  they  may  begin  to  consider  whether 
to  accept  or  reject  it.  The  Federal  Government  would 
find  its  highest  interest  in  such  a  measure,  as  one  of  the 
most  t'ilicieiit  means  of  self-preservation.  The  leaders 
of  the  existing  insurrection  entertain  the  hope,  that  this 
Government  will  idtimately  be  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  inde[)cndenee  of  some  part  ot"  the  disaffected  region, 
and  tliat  all  the  slave  States  north  of  such  part  will  then 
say,  '  The  Union  for  which  we  have  struggled  being 
already  gone,  we  now  choose  to  go  with  the  Southern 
section.'  To  deprive  them  of  this  hope,  substantially 
ends  the  Rebellion  ;  and  the  initiation  of  emancipation 
completely  deprives  them  of  it  as  to  all  the  States  initiat- 
ing it.  The  [)t)int  is,  not  that  «//  tiie  States  tolerating 
slavery  would  very  soon,  if  at  all,  initiate  emanci[)ation, 
but  that,  while  the  offer  is  equally  made  to  all,  the  more 
Northern  shall,  by  such  initiation,  make  it  certain  to  the 
more  Southern  that  in  no  event  will  the  former  ever  join 
the  latter  in  their  proposed  confederacy.  .  .  .  While  it 
is  true  that  tlic  adoption  of  the  proposed  resolution 
would  be  merel\-  initiatory,  and  not  within  itself  a  [irac- 
tical  measure,  it  is  recommended  in  the  lio[)e  that  it 
would  soon  lead  to  im[)ortant  practical  results.  In  full 
view  of  my  great  responsibility  to  my  God  and  to  my 
countrv,  I  earnestlv  beg  the  attention  of  Congress  and 
the  people  to  the  subject." 

^Ir.  Stevens  (llcp.)  of  Pennsylvania  moved  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Union.  On  the  10th  of  ]\Iarch,  Mr.  Roscoe  Conkling 
(Kcp.)  of  New  York  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  joint 
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resolution,  "That  the  United  States  ou^^it  to  co-operate 
with  any  State  which  may  adopt  gradual  abolishment 
of  slavery ;  giving  to  such  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be 
used  by  such  State  in  its  discretion,  to  C(jmpensate  for 
the  inconveniences,  public  and  private,  produced  by  such 
change  of  system." 

]\Ir.  Ben.  "Wood  (Dem.)  of  New  York  objected. 
]Mr.  Conkling  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
allow  him  to  introduce  the  resolution,  Avhich  was  the 
exact  resolution  recommended  by  the  President ;  and 
the  rules  were  suspended, — yeas  86,  nays  35.  Mr. 
Grider  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky  remarked,  that  he  had  not 
decided  whether  he  should  vote  for  tlie  resolution  or 
not.  Mr.  Wadsworth  (0pp.)  differed  from  his  col- 
league :  he  was  now  ready  to  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion. ]\Ir.  Conkling  moved  the  previous  question : 
lost, — ayes  61,  noes  QS.  Mr.  Kichardson  (Dem.) 
of  Illinois  opposed  the  resolution.  His  "  people  were 
not  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  proposed  work  of  pur- 
chasing the  slaves  of  other  people,  and  turning  theni 
loose  in  tlieir  midst."  jNIr.  Bingham  (Rep.)  of  Ohio 
said, "  This  proposition  interferes  with  no  right  of  any 
State  by  intendment  or  otherwise."  ^Nlr.  "WickliHe 
(0pp.)  of  Kentucky  asked  Mr.  Bingham  to  tell  him 
under  "  what  clause  of  the  Constitution  he  finds  the 
power  in  Congress  to  appropriate  the  ti-easure  of  the 
United  States  to  buy  negroes,  or  to  set  them  fi'ee."  — 
"  I  took  occasion  in  January  last,"  replied  Mr.  Bing- 
ham, "to  remind  the  House  of  the  words  of  the  Father 
of  the  Constitution,  uttered  in  the  hearing  of  the  listen- 
ing nation  when  the  Constitution  was  under  consider- 
ation for  adoption  or  rejection,  that  the  power  conferred 
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iiptin  till'  Xatimial  Legislature  l)y  the  grant  of  tlie  Con- 
stitution, for  the  common  defence,  had  no  limitation 
u[)iin  it,  exi)ress  or  implied,  sa\-e  the  public  necessity, 
and  that  their  laws  should  not  conflict  with  the  general 
spirit  and  purpose  of  the  Constitution;  viz.,  the  pro- 
teetiiin  of  the  li\es,  lll)erty,  and  jiroperty  of  its  loyal 
citizens.  If  the  gentleman  Avill  j)ar<lon  me,  I  beg 
leave  to  ninind  him  again  of  the  words  of  Madison, 
that  'it  is  in  vain  to  oppose  constitutional  barriers  to 
the  impulse  of  self-preservation  :  it  is  worse  than  in 
vain.'"  —  "I  have,"  declared  ]Mr.  Voorhees  (Dem.)  of 
Indiana,  "taken  my  stand,  in  the  name  of  the  peoj)le  I 
represent,  against  it.  If  there  is  any  Border  slave  State 
man  here  who  is  in  doul)t  whether  lie  Avants  his  State 
to  sell  its  slaves  to  this  Government  or  not,  I  represent 
a  people  that  is  in  no  doubt  as  to  whether  they  want  to 
become  the  purchasers.  It  takes  two  to  make  a  bar- 
gain ;  and  I  repudiate,  once  and  for  ever,  for  the  people 
whom  I  represent  on  this  floor,  any  part  or  parcel  in 
such  a  contract."  INIr.  Mallory  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky 
wanted  the  resolution  postponed,  to  give  the  representa- 
tives from  the  Border  States  an  opportunity  for  consul- 
tation. "  ^\'e  have,"  he  said,  "agreed  on  the  time  and 
the  manner  of  consultation."  ]Mr.  Diven  (Rep.)  of 
New  York  "  hailed  the  introduction  of  this  resolution, 
coming  as  it  did  from  the  Executive  of  the  country,  as 
a  bow  of  hope  and  promise."  Mr.  Thomas  (0pp.)  of 
^Massachusetts  "  intended  to  vote  for  the  resolution  ;  but 
I  do  not  understand,  as  gentlemen  seem  to  intimate 
frequentlv  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  that  the  House 
is  to  follow  the  beck  of  the  I'resident,  or  any  member 
of  the  Administration.     It  has  its  duties  to  dischar-re 
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as  well  as  the  President.  This  House  is  to  initiate  a 
poHcy,  and  not  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  it 
is  to  take  the  resjionsibility  as  well  as  the  President ; 
and  therefore  it  is  to  discuss  and  deliberate  before  it 
decides  or  votes."  Mr.  Stevens  said,  "I  have  read  it 
over ;  and  I  confess  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  what 
makes  one  side  so  anxious  to  pass  it,  or  the  other  side 
so  anxious  to  defeat  it.  I  think  it  is  about  the  most 
diluted,  milk-and-water-gruel  proposition  that  was  ever 
given  to  the  American  nation." 

On  the  11th  of  March,  ]Mr.  WIckliffe  opposed  the 
resolution  and  the  policy  of  emancipation.  Mr.  Diven 
appealed  to  the  repi'esentatives  of  the  Border  States. 
"1  ask,"  he  said,  "those  men  of  the  Border  States  to 
come  up  and  stand  by  us  who  are  loyal  to  them,  and 
Avho  have  testified  to  them  our  desire  to  maintain  to 
them  the  possession  of  all  their  rights.  Stand  by  the 
President,  who  has  never  had  a  thought  of  violating 
one  of  your  constitutional  rights.  I  appeal  to  these 
men  ;  I  appeal  to  all  who  would  rally  round  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  desire  —  in  his  honest,  earnest  desire —  to 
bring  this  country  out  from  this  fiery  ordeal  unscathed, 
with  every  star  upon  her  flag  undimmed."  Mr.  Biddle 
(Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania  said,  "If  you  review  this  sub- 
ject from  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution  down 
to  the  present  day,  —  and  it  is  a  review  I  do  not  intend 
to  inflict  upon  the  House  at  the  present  moment, — if  you 
review  the  subject,  you  wdll  find,  that,  while  State  action 
has  always  been  beneficent,  Federal  action  has  always 
been  pernicious,  exasperative,  and,  as  I  think,  imcon- 
stitutional." — "I  concede,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
concede,"  said  Mr.  Crisfield  (0pp.)  of  Maryland,  "that 
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tliL'  President  of  tlie  United  States,  in  making  tliis  offer 
to  the  I'ountiT,  is  aetiiated  by  a  spirit  oi'  patriotism.  I 
i-an  understand  that  he  utters  it  to  the  [)ei)})le  of  the 
>Ia\e  States  to  prochice  sonic  harmony  on  the  agitating" 
question  ot'  sla\ery,  wliidi  ha>  distuihed  the  whole 
country.  1  give  him  entire  credit  tor  Jionesty  and  good 
faith."  jSIr.  Olin  (l\ep.)  of  New  York  inquired, 
"  A\'hat  is  tliis  resohition,  in  its  whole  scope  and  ex- 
tent? AVhy,  simj)ly,  that,  if  you  gentlemen  of  the  slave 
States  arc  willing  to  get  rid  of  slavery,  the  General 
Government  will  aid  you  to  do  it  l)y  giving  you  a  com- 
j)ensation  lor  any  loss  that  you  may  sustain  ;  and, 
although  I  am  not  worth  much,  God  knows  1  would 
di\  ide  my  last  crust  of  bread  to  aid  our  Southern  friends 
to  get  rid  of  slaveiy,  and  let  us  live  in  peace  and  har- 
mony together.  I  have  not  a  great  deal;  but,  thank 
God  !  what  tliere  is  of  it  has  been  earned  by  honest 
industry  ;  and  1  would  ehecrfully  divide  it  to  aid  you, 
gentlemen,  in  accomplishing  that  object.  If  these  gen- 
tlemen say,  '  We  cannot  attbrd  to  make  the  sacrifice 
of  maiuunitting  our  slaves,'  the  President  says,  '  Xcry 
well:  the  (Jeiiei'al  ( ioveinmeut  will  aid  vou  t(j  accom- 
plish it.'  That  is  the  magnanimous,  the  great,  the 
(iud-like  policy  of  the  Administration."  iNIr.  Critten- 
den (0pp.)  of  Kentucky  opposed  the  resolution.  "  1 
avow  my  confidence,"  he  declared,  "  in  the  integrity  of 
the  President.  I  avow  my  confidence  in  his  jjurity  of 
intention.  I  believe  he  means  right ;  and  it  attbrds  me 
pleasure  to  concur  with  him  in  most  of  the  measures 
reeonunended  by  him  :  but  1  regret  that  in  this  my  con- 
science and  judgment  will  not  permit  it.  1  believe  the 
President  would  not,  as  he  says  he  \\ould  not,  intericre. 
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He  \vould  leave  it  to  the  choice  of  the  States  to  say 
whether  they  uill  enter  upon  the  policy  of  emancipation 
or  not ;  but  do  not  I  know,  that  although  the  President 
will  abstain  from  interfering,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned, 
there  are  many  others,  who,  knowing  it  is  a  favorite 
policv  of  his,  desiring  themselves  to  be  in  his  favor, 
would  stir  up  an  emancipation  party  in  Missouri,  in 
INIaryland,  and  in  Delaware,  —  I  will  not  now  speak  of 
my  own  State,  —  simply  from  that  motive?"  Mr. 
Fisher  (Ind.)  of  Delaware  declared  his  intention  to 
vote  for  the  resolution.  Mr.  Hickman  (Rep.)  of 
Pennsylvania  said,  "The  resolution  is  rather  a  palliative 
and  caution  than  an  open  and  avowed  policy ;  it  is 
rather  an  excuse  for  non-action  than  an  avowed  deter- 
mination to  act.  Neither  the  message  nor  the  resolu- 
tion is  manly  and  open.  They  are  both  covert  and 
insidious.  They  do  not  become  the  dignity  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  message  is  not 
such  a  document  as  a  full-grown,  independent  man 
should  publish  to  the  nation  at  such  a  time  as  the  pres- 
ent, when  positions  should  be  freely  and  fully  defined. 
...  I  know  no  great  diversity  of  opinion  among  men 
whose  interests  are  identified  *vith  slavery.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  discover  a  difference  in  views  or 
feelings  between  a  man  from  ^Maryland  and  a  man 
from  South  Carolina  or  Alabania.  I  have  found, 
wherever  the  negro  is,  there  is  an  undi\ided  loyalty  to 
slavery ;  and  every  day's  proceedings  here  show  it,  — 
conclusively  show  it.  Every  fair-minded  man  cannot 
but  admit  it.  The  President  knows  it ;  the  Cabinet 
knows  it  ;  and  therefore  the  difficulty  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  had  for  a  long  time  in  dealing  with  this  Rebel- 
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lion.  ]Mr.  Lincoln  lias  luiind  himself  betwet'ii  two 
swoi'ds,  —  the  swonl  of  the  party  l(»i)kinii,-  to  a  jiai'tieii- 
lar  policy  to  he  pursueil  towards  ;i  rebellion  s[)riii^iiiL;- 
I'roin  slavery  ;  and  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  the  liorder 
States,  who  insist  all  the  time  that  the  war  shall  he 
prosccnted  in  such  a  way  as  to  save  their  peeuliar, 
di\  ine,  and  humanizing'  institution."  The  question  was 
taken  on  layinu"  the  resolution  on  the  tahle,  — yeas  34, 
nays  81.  Mr.  A\'icklifie  of  Kentucky  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution, — yeas 
89,  nays  31,  as  follows  :  — 

Ykas.  —  Messrs.  Aldrich,  ArnoUl,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Eakor,  Baxter, 
Beaniaii,  Biii^bain,  Francis  P.  IJIair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Saimiel  S.  Blair, 
Blake,  William  (ir.  Brown,  Bufilntun,  t'aniiibell,  Cliainberlin,  Clements, 
Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conklinfj,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Conway,  Covode, 
Cutler,  Davis,  Delano,  Diven,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot, 
Ely,  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Francliot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger, 
Ilaight,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Hooper,  Horton,  Hutchins,  .Tidian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Killinger,  Lansing, 
Looniis,  Lovejoy,  M'Knight,  M'l'herson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P. 
^lorrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixoi),  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Porter,  Alexander  H.  Kice,  John  H.  Kice,  Riddle,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Shanks,  Sliettield,  Shellabarger,  Sloan,  Stratton, 
Train,  Trowbridge,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Verree,  Wallace,  Charles  W. 
Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Whaley,  Albert  S.  Ayhite,  Wilson,  Windom, 
and  Worcester, — 8'J. 

Nays.  —  Messrs.  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Biddle,  Corning.  Cox, 
Cravens,  Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Dunlap,  English,  Harding,  Johnson, 
Knapp,  Law,  Leary,  Noble,  Norton,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Richardson, 
Robinson,  Sliicl,  .lolin  B.  Steele,  Francis  Thomas,  \'o()rhees,  Wads- 
wortli.  Ward,  Chilton  .\.  White,  Wickliflfe,  Wood,  and  Woodruff,  —  81. 

So  the  joint  resolution  i)assed  the  House  of  Kepresen- 
tativcs. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  20th  of  ^Nfareh,  ^Fr.  Trumbull 
(Ixep.)  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  \\  as  referred  the  joint  resolution  ol'  the  House 
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of  lu'[»i-csentati\es,  drclai-iiig  that  C'oni^rcss  ought  to 
co-o))(M-ato  with,  ailordhiu,'  j)C('iniiary  aid  to,  any  State 
which  may  adopt  the  gradual  al)oli.shnicnt  of  s^lavcry, 
reported  back  the  joint  resolution,  with  a  rceomnienda- 
tion  that  it  pass.  jNIr.  Trumbull  asked  the  Senate  to 
put  the  resolution  on  its  passage ;  but  Mr.  Powell 
(Dem.)  of  Kentucky  objected,  and  it  went  over  under 
the  rule.  On  the  24tli,  on  motion  of  IMr.  Trum- 
bull, the  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House, 
declaring  that  Congress  ought  to  co-operate  with  and 
afford  pecuniary  aid  to  any  State  which  may  adopt 
the  gradual  abolishment  of  slavery. 

jNIr.  Saulsbury  (Dem.)  of  Delaware  pronounced  it 
to  be  "  the  most  extraordinary  resolution  that  was  ever 
introduced  into  an  American  Congress  ;  extraordinary 
in  its  origin  ;  extraordinary  in  reference  to  the  source 
from  whence  it  proceeds  ;  extraordinary  in  the  object 
which  it  contemplates  ;  mischievous  in  its  tendency : 
and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  is  anywise  2)atriotic, 
even  in  its  design." 

Mr.  Davis  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky  moAcd  an  amend- 
ment, as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution,  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  word  "that,"  and  insert,  "although  the  whole 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  States  is  exclusively  within  the 
iurisdiction  and  cognizance  of  the  government  and 
people  of  the  States  respectively  having  slaves,  and 
cannot  be  interfered  Avitli  directly  or  indirectly  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  yet,  when  any  of 
those  States  or  their  people  may  determine  to  emanci- 
pate their  slaves,  the  United  States  will  pay  a  reason- 
able price  for  the  slaves  they  may  emancipate,  and  the 
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cost  of  tluir  culoiii/atioii  in  soiiu'  other  count ry.''  Mr. 
Shciiuan  (Ivcp.)  of  Oliio  did  "  not  sec  any  substantial 
diffen-ncc  bctuccu  the  resolution  iVunicd  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  resolution  as  proposed  by  the  senator  from 
Kentnck\'  ;  l)ut  he  should  vote  for  it  as  framed  by  the 
President."  —  "I  admit,"  replied  Mr,  Davis,  that  "  the; 
<>cneral  principle  both  of  the  original  resolution  and  of 
the  substitute  is  the  same."  jNIr.  Doolittle  (Kep.) 
of  Wisconsin  said,  "  As  I  undtTstand  it,  tlic  i-csolution 
suiigested  bv  the  i'resident  covers  two  ideas,  —  first, 
emancipation  by  the  States  at  their  own  pleasure,  in 
their  own  way,  eitlu-r  inuncdiate  or  graihial  ;  and,  sec- 
ond, the  idea  of  colonization,  a  thing  believed  to  be 
necessary  to  go  along  side  by  side  with  emancipation  by 
nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  the  States  interested,  and 
without'  whicli  thcv  dci'lare  emancipation  ini[)ossible." 
]\Ir.  Willev  (^L  nion)  of  \'irginia  "  could  not  withhold 
the  expression  of  his  regret  that  the  President  has 
deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  such  a  pro[>osition  to 
Congress  ;  but  he  should  vote  for  it,  not  without  hesi- 
tation, not  without  deepest  regret."  Mr.  Browning 
(Rep.)  of  Illinois  supported  the  original  resolution. 
Mr.  :\rDougall  (Dem.)  of  California  denied  "  the 
right  of  the  Senate  to  impose  u])on  the  jjcople  on  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  emanci- 
pating the  slaves  of  Kentucky,  Missouri,  or  ^laryland." 
—  "I  regard,"  said  Mr.  Powell,  "the  wlu)le  thing,  so 
far  as  the  slave  States  are  concerned,  as  a  pill  of  arsenic, 
sugar-coated."  He  thought  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  was  very  artfully  and  cautiously  couched  ; 
but  the  intimation  was  in  It,  that,  if  we  did  not  accept 
tliid  proposition,  the  Government  would  take  our  slaves 
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anyhow.  "I  happened,"  he  said,  "a  few  nights  ago, 
through  curiosity,  to  go  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
to  hear  a  man  of  some  distinction  as  an  orator  and 
lecturer  in  this  country.  I  took  my  seat  in  the  gallery  ; 
and  there  I  heard  this  man,  Wendell  Phillips,  for  half 
an  hour  :  and  he  distinctly  announced,  after  eulogizing 
the  President  very  highly  for  this  message,  that  the 
interpretation  of  it  was  simply  saying  to  the  Border 
slave  State  men,  '  Gentlemen,  if  you  do  not  take  this, 
we  will  take  your  negroes  anyhow.'"  —  "I  am,"  said 
Mr.  Latham  (Dem.)  of  California,  "very  free  to  say, 
that  I  believe  the  motive  which  prompted  the  sending 
of  this  resolution  by  the  President  to  Congress  to  be  a 
proper  and  patriotic  one ;  .  .  .  but  I  am  not  prepared, 
as  a  representative  of  one  of  the  States  on  tlic  Pacific 
coast,  to  pledge  the  people  thereof  to  submit  to  any 
kind  of  taxation  that  the  Government  may  see  fit  to 
impose  in  a  general  scheme  of  emancipation."  —  "1 
am,"  said  Mr.  Morrill  (Rep.)  of  Maine,  "greatly  sur- 
prised at  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  had  supposed  it 
Avas  possible  for  somebody  in  some  way  to  allude  to  the 
subject  of  slavery,  without  eliciting  indignation,  or 
without  rendering  it  a  subject  for  discussion,  for  lati- 
tudinarian  discussion,  for  discussion  in  various  direc- 
tions, for  discussion  in  which  gentlemen  must  think  it 
necessary  to  define  their  positions.  ...  I  cannot  con- 
ceive that  such  a  proposition  as  that  is  oiTensive,  or  can 
possibly  be  offensive,  to  any  man  or  any  class  of  men 
who  have  not  made  up  their  minds,  that,  above  all 
things,  —  Constitution,  country,  every  thing, — they 
hold  slaveiy  to  be  supreme.  They  will  stand  on  that, 
no  matter  what  becomes  of  the  country.     They  will  not 
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only  rot^i.st  all  legislation  on  the  subject,  hut  they  will 
treat  witli  si-orn  and  eontenijjt  every  invitation  to  con- 
sider the  suhJL'ct.  That  is  the  attitude  in  -which  senators 
place  themselves  here.  'Ihi'V  are  indig^nant  that  the 
President  of  tiie  United  States  proposes  that  these 
States  in  their  own  way  shall  consider  whether  it  is  not 
expedient  to  <^et  rid  in  the  future  of  the  cause  of  our 
present  troubles."  The  question  v.as  taken  on  Mr, 
Davis's  amendment  l)y  yeas  and  nays, — yeas  4,  nays 
34. 

On  the  27th,  Mr.  Henderson  (Union)  of  Missouri 
olfered  an  amendment,  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  reso- 
lution the  followint^  pro\  iso  :  "  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  imply  a  willingness  on 
the  part  of  C\nigress  that  any  of  the  States  now  com- 
})Osing  the  Union  shall  be  permitted  to  witluh-aw  per- 
manentlv  their  allegiance  to  the  (iovernment ;  but  it 
is  herebv  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  country  to 
prosecute  the  war  until  the  Constitution  shall  have  been 
restored  over  every  State  |)rofessing  to  have  seceded." 
Mr.  Henderson  advocated  his  amendment,  and  avowed 
his  intention  to  vote  for  the  resolution.  "I  regard  it," 
he  said,  "as  no  insult  to  the  people  of  my  State;  I 
regard  it  as  no  tin-eat  :  but  [  ri-gard  it  as  a  measure 
that  is  conciliatory,  and  looks  to  the  future  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  country,  and  to  the  early  restoration  of 
tile  Union,  li'  this  sj)irit  had  l)een  more  largely  culti- 
vated in  days  gone  by,  we  would  not  this  day  be  forced 
to  witness  a  ruined  Soutli  and  a  ck'e[)ly  o|)pressed  North. 
A\'hv,  sir,  ninety-six  days  of  this  war  would  pay  ibr 
e\i'i-\-  sla\c.  at  i'ull  value,  in  the  States  cjf  Kentucky, 
Missouri,    ^Iar\land,    Delaware,    and    the    District    of 
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Columbia."  Mi*.  Ilcnclerson's  aiucndmcnt  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Sherman,  on  the  2d  of  April,  made  an  elaborate 
speech  in  favor  of  the  joint  resolution,  and  of  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in 
favor  of  enacting  "  the  most  rigid  law  of  confiscation 
against  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion." 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading ; 
and  was  read  the  thuxl  time,  at  length,  as  follows  : 
"  Jiesolved,  (f'c.  That  the  United  States  ought  to  co- 
operate with  any  State  which  may  adopt  the  gradual 
abolishment  of  slavery  ;  giving  to  such  State  pecuniary 
aid,  to  be  used  by  such  State  in  its  discretion,  to  com- 
pensate for  the  inconveniences,  public  and  private,  pro- 
duced by  such  change  of  system." 

Mr.  Saulsbury  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  and  they  were  ordered  ;  and, 
being  taken,  I'csulted  —  yeas  32,  nays  10 — as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Yeas.  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Har- 
lan, Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Kintj,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomson, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, —  32. 

Nays.  —  Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Kennedy,  Latham,  Nesmith, 
Powell,  Saulsbury,  Stark,  Wilson  of  Missouri,  and  Wright,  — 10. 

S.J  the  joint  resolution  was  passed  in  the  Senate,  and 
received  the  approval  of  the  President  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1862. 


92 


CHAPTER  V. 

TITT:  rrvOITTRTTION  or  slavery  in  the  TEPvRTTOT^IES. 

MK.  AHNDLDS  BILL.  —  MK.  LOVKJOY'S  KKl'OUT.  —  MOTION  TO  LAY  THE  KILL 
ON  THE  TABLE.  —  MK.  LOVEJOY's  SUBSTITUTE.  —  KEMAKKS  OF  MR  COX. 
—  MR.  DIVEN  — MR.  OLIN.  —  .MR.  CRISFIELD.  —  MK.  KEI.LEY.  —  MR. 
SIIEFFIKLO.  —  MR.  STEVENS.  —  MR.  THOMAS.  —  MK.  lil.\(;iIA.\L  —  M  K. 
FISHER.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL  IX  THE  HOUSE.  —  IN  THE  SENATE. — 
MR.  BR0\VNING'S  report.  —  MR.  BROWNING'S  AMEND.MENT.  —  MR. 
CARLILE'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  WADE's  SPEECH  — PASSAGE  OF  THE  HILL 
AS  AMENDED. —  AMEND.MENT   OF   THE   SENATE   CONCURRED    IN. 

NO  que.'^tion  during  the  existence  of  the  Republic  of 
the  United  States  has  excited  so  intense  and  pro- 
found an  interest  as  the  question,  Avhctlier  freedom  or 
shivery  sliouhl  predominate  in  the  Territories.  The  vast 
extent  of  the  territorial  possessions  of  tlie  Ignited  States, 
the  power  of  the  rising  common weahhs  uj)on  the  desti- 
nies of  the  nation,  made  tlieir  territorial  condition  one 
of  intense  solicitude  alike  to  the  friends  and  enemies  of 
slavery.  Freedom  and  slavery  have  often  contended 
for  ascendency  in  the  'i\'rritorics.  In  these  oft-repeated 
contests,  the  sentiments  and  opinions,  the  interests  and 
passions,  of  vast  sections  have  been  decjdy  aroused,  and 
the  A\  JKiie  nation  stin-ed  to  its  profoundest  depths.  In 
these  struo-oles,  the  slaveholdino;  interests  were  accus- 
tonied  to  win  decisive  a  ictories  ;  l)ut,  in  1860,  the  advo- 
cates of  the  freedom  of  the  Territories  achieved  a  national 
tiiunij'h  in  the  election  of  a  Presiih'ut  fnlly  and  unre- 
servedly  [tled^ed   to   their  policy. 
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In  the  House  of  Kcprescntativcs,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  18G2,  Mr.  Arnold  (Kep.)  of  Ilhnois  introduced 
a  bill  to  render  freedom  national,  and  slavery  sectional  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. On  the  1st  of  May,  Mr.  Lovejoy  (Rep.)  of 
Illinois  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Territories 
Mr.  Arnold's  bill  to  make  freedom  national,  and  slavery 
sectional ;  which  was  read,  reconnnittcd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,   and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

jMr.  Lovejoy,  on  the  8th  of  May,  from  the  Connnitteo 
on  Territories,  reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  title,  and  with  the  recommendation  that  it  pass  the 
bill  of  the  House,  to  render  freedom  national,  and  slavery 
sectional ;  and  moved  the  previous  question  upon  its 
engrossment  and  third  reading.  It  provided,  that  to  the 
end  that  freedom  may  be,  and  remain  for  ever,  the  fun- 
damental law  of  the  land  in  all  places  whatsoe^"er,  so 
far  as  it  lies  within  the  powers  or  depends  u])on  the 
action  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  make 
it  so,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  shall  henceforth  cease,  and  be  prohibited 
for  ever,  in  all  the  following  places  :  1.  In  all  the  Tei-ri- 
tories  of  the  United  States  now  existing,  or  hereafter  to 
be  formed  or  acquired  in  any  way.  2.  In  all  places 
purchased  or  to  be  purchased  by  the  United  States,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States, 
for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock- 
yards, and  other  needful  buildings.  3.  In  all  vessels  on 
tlie  high  seas,  and  on  all  national  highways,  beyond  the 
territory  and  jurisdiction  of  each  of  the  several  States 
from  Avhich  or  to  which  the  said  vessels  may  be  going. 
4.  In  all  places  whatsoever  where  the  National  Govern- 
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luout  is  >uiiifiiu'.  or  !i:i.s  cxclu.-ive  juriacUction  or  power. 
The  bill  tuiilici-  provided,  that  any  person  now  held,  or 
attt'iii[)teil  to  1)1'  iicld  luTfafter,  as  a  slave  in  any  of"  the 
j)laees  above  named,  is  hereby  deelaretl  to  be  tree  ;  and 
that  the  right  to  freedom  hereby  declared  may  be  asserted 
in  an\'  of  the  eourts  of  the  I'nitetl  States  or  of  the 
several  States,  in  behalf  of  the  party,  or  his  or  her  [)os- 
teritv,  after  any  lapse  of  time,  upon  the  principle  that  a 
party  onee  free  is  always  free.  Mr.  Cox  (Dem.j  of 
Ohio  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table  ;  upon 
Avliich  motion  Mr.  Washburn  (Kep.)  of  Illinois  demand- 
ed tli(!  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  —  yeas 
50,  nays  04.  On  motion  of  Mr.  jM'Knight  (Kep.)  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  House  adjourned. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  the  S[)(r'aker  announced  as  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  the  bill  [jrohibitinir  slavery  in 
the  Territories.  ]\Ir.  Ijovejoy  withdrew  his  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  and  offered  a  substitute  for  the 
pending  bill.  The  bill  provided  that  slavery,  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  shall  henceforth  cease,  and  be  prohib- 
ited for  ever,  in  all  the  following  places  ;  namely,  First, 
In  all  the  Territories  of  the  I'nited  States  now  existing, 
or  hereafter  to  be  formetl  or  acquired  in  any  way. 
Second,  In  all  places  purchased  or  to  be  j)urehased  by 
the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  maga- 
zines, ai*senals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needfid  buildings, 
and  in  which  the  United  States  have  or  shall  have  exclu- 
sive legislative  jurisdiction.  Tliird,  In  all  vessels  on 
the  hi":h  seas  bevond  the  territorv  and  iurisdiction  of 
of  each  of  the  several  States  from  which  or  to  which 
the  said  vessels  may  be  going.     Fourth,  In  all  places 
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whatsoever  where  the  National  Government  has  exchi- 
sive  jurisdiction.  That  any  person  now  held,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  held  hereafter,  as  a  slave  in  any  of  the 
places  above  named,  is  declared  to  be  free  ;  and  the  right 
to  freedom  may  be  asserted  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  or  of  the  several  States,  in  behalf  of 
the  party,  or  his  or  her  posterity,  after  any  lapse  of 
time.  Mr.  Allen  (Dem.)  of  Ilhnois  moved  that  the 
bill  be  laid  upon  the  table, — yeas  50,  nays  05. 

Mr.  Olin  (Ecp.)  of  New  York  desired  to  amend  and 
debate  it.  ]\Ir.  Lovejoy  withdrew  the  demand  fur  the 
previous  question,  and  moved  to  amend  his  substitute 
by  striking  out  these  Avords,  "and  all  national  liigh- 
ways."  ''  That,"  he  said,  "  relieves  the  bill  from  some 
of  the  olijections  which  have  been  brought  against  it  by 
some  gentlemen  who  are  friends  of  tlic  bill."  ]\Ir. 
Lovejoy  moved  the  previous  question,  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  House,  whether  the  bill  should  be  discussed  or 
not.  The  House  decided,  —  ayes  42,  noes  61.  Mr. 
Lovejoy  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill.  "  I  do  not," 
he  said,  "  propose  at  present  to  enter  at  any  length  into 
the  discussion  of  this  bill.  It  is  in  accordance  with  the 
uniform  policy  of  the  Government  on  its  organization 
to  prohibit  the  crime  of  slavery  in  the  Territories. 
From  the  result  of  the  vote  just  taken,  I  suppose  there 
are  gentlemen  here  who  wish  to  discuss  it ;  and  re- 
serving to  myself  the  right,  if  I  shall  think  it  necessary, 
to  resume  the  floor  before  the  debate  shall  close,  I  now 
give  way  to  any  one  who  may  desire  it."  —  "I  move," 
said  Mr.  Cox  of  Ohio,  "to  add  to  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit instructions,  that  neither  this  bill  nor  any  similar 
bill  shall  be  reported  back  to  the  House.     I  believe  it 
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to  !)('  a  suicidal  bill,  — a  bill  for  (lie  hi-nofit  of  secession 
and  fli'tl'.  l)a\is.  'J'lie  army  and  the  |)('i)j)lc  are  a^'ainst 
all  such  aids  to  the  enemy  ot"  the  country.  The  con- 
servative men  ot"  the  House  have  the  power,  and  oii^ht 
to  '  s(|iulch  '  out  the  whole  nei^ro  business.  Tliev  are 
responsil)K'  for  this  continuous  auitation.  From  the 
very  conimencenient  of  the  session,  wc  have  had  these 
bills  before  us  in  one  shaj)e  or  another,  postponed  from 
time  to  time,  and  delayed  by  dilatory  motions  and 
adjournments.  Now,  1  want  to  see  the  conservative 
element  of  the  House,  if  there  is  any  such  thing  left 
here,  come  up  and  vote  this  thing  right  down.  I  there- 
fore hoju-  the  Ilousi'  will  send  this  back  to  the  com- 
mittee; and,  in  sending  it  back  to  the  committee,  let  us 
give  it  such  a  diath-blow  as  will  destroy  all  similar 
measures."  Mr.  ^^  ickiitU'  (l)em.)  of  Kt'ntuckv  sug- 
gested to  ]Mr.  Cox  to  recommit,  with  instructions  "  not 
to  rej)ort  it  back  until  the  next  session,  during  the  cold 
A\  eatliei-."  Mr.  ('ox  mo\ed  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  "  to  report  it  back  at  the  next  session,  on 
the  very  last  day."'  Mr.  Diven  (Kep.)  of  Xew  York 
'"  wanted  Congress  to  exhaust  the  last  j)ower  it  has 
o\('r  this  institution,  \\  hencM'r  and  where\('r  it  can  be 
done."  ]Mr.  AVicklill'e  quoted  at  length  "  the  decision 
of  Justice  Story  on  the  rights  of  slavery,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  country  peo[)le."'  Mr.  Di\en  was  of  opinion, 
that  "  w  hen  we  acquire  land  for  the  purpose  of  a  navy- 
yard,  and  exclude  the  States  ceding  that  land  from  any 
civil  jurisdiction  over  it,  we  take  it  with  the  right  to 
control  it  as  we  please.''  Mr.  fhonias  {()pp.)  ot"  Mas- 
sachusetts called  the  attention  ot"  Mr.  l)i\en  to  the  law 
of  IT'Jj,  by  which  the  civd  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the 
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States  over  cessions  made  to  the  General  Government. 
Mr.  Diven  wanted  to  free  the  bill  of  all  ambiguity, 
"and  let  the  operation  of  the  law  extend  nowhere 
except  where  slavery  may  exist  by  virtue  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  I  repeat,  as 
I  have  so  often  done  already,  but  I  wish  to  be  em- 
phatic, that,  if  such  a  spot  exists  upon  the  broad  earth, 
let  us  exercise  the  power  to  abolish  slavery."  Mr. 
Cox  modified  his  motion  by  moving  to  postpone  the 
bill  till  the  first  day  of  the  next  session,  instead  of  the 
last.  Mr.  Arnold  of  Illinois  advocated  the  bill  and 
all  its  provisions.  Mr.  Olin  of  New  York  and  Mr. 
Kellogg  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  .objected  to  portions  of  the 
bill  concerning  the  prohibition  of  slaveiy  in  the  dock- 
yards, arsenals,  and  forts.  Mr.  Olin  would  "be  as 
glad  as  any  one  to  see  the  institution  of  slavery  at 
least  so  crippled,  that  it  will  never  henceforward  be 
a  disturbing  cause  in  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I,  for  one,  will  not  consent  to  step  an  inch 
beyond  tlie  plain  guaranties  of  the  Constitution  to 
accomplish  even  that  purpose.  Our  only  justification 
in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world  for  this  warfare  going 
on  in  our  midst  is,  that  we  stand  here,  in  obedience  to 
law,  in  defence  of  the  Constitution  and  law ;  and  the 
moment  we  lay  aside  that  shield  of  protection,  and  pros- 
ecute this  war  for  other  purposes,  whatever  result  may 
be  wrought  out  by  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  it  would 
be  a  wicked  war.  It  would  be,  on  every  principle  of 
Christianity,  an  unjustifiable  war.  Our  only  defence 
before  God,  posterity,  and  the  world,  is  that  we  fight 
in  defence  of  the  laws,  not  for  their  subversion.  The 
wickedness   of  this   Rebellion  consists  not  in  the  fact 
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that  it  is  treason,  always  lield  to  be  a  erinic  all  the 
world  over.  Jts  cliiet't'iiorinity  et)nsist.s  in  the  faet,  that 
it  is  treason  against  sneh  a  Gt)vernnient  as  this,  based 
on  the  eonnnon  consent  of  the  governed,  with  provision 
in  tlie  t'undaniental  hiw  to  alter,  change,  or  modify  that 
Government  in  a  peaceful  way  and  by  forms  of  law. 
If  such  a  Government  can  be  overthro^\^l  by  force  and 
violence,  there  is  an  end  to  all  government  except  that 
of  despotism  and  the  sword.  Hence  it  is,  that  reljellion 
against  sucli  a  Government  as  this  is  of  a  deeper  and 
more  danmal)le  dye  than  any  other  that  has  yet  stained 
the  annals  of  history." 

"1  denounce  this  l)ill,"  said  Mr.  Crisfield  (0pp.) 
of  Maryland,  "as  a  palpable  violation  of  the  rights  of 
States,  and  an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the 
rights  of  private  property.  I  denounce  it  as  a  fraud 
upon  the  States  which  have  made  cessions  of  land 
to  this  Government,  a  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
and  a  ])reach  of  the  pledges  which  brought  tlie  domi- 
nant party  into  power.  I  denounce  it  as  an  usurpation 
and  a  tyrannical  exercise  of  power,  destructive  of  tlie 
peace  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  denounce  it  in  this 
House,  and  to  the  American  people.  1  denounce  it 
before  the  civilized  world.  I  declare  that  those  who 
seek  to  accomplish  the  great  wrong  this  bill  perpetrates 
seek  the  ruin  of  all  constitutional  govermnent  on  this 
continent,  and  are  the  foes  of  regulated  liberty  every- 
where."— "  What  is  this  institution  of  slavery,"  asked 
Mr.  Kelley  (lu'p.)  of  Pennsylvania,  "that  it  sliduld 
claim  our  special  regard  and  care?  How  has  it  blessed 
us,  and  what  measure  of  gratitude  do  Ave  owe  it?  Sir, 
it  is  saturating  every  acre  of  Southern  land  with  the 
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best  blood  of  the  North.  It  is  fillini^-  our  villages  and 
towns  with  widows  and  orphans.  The  names  of  the 
marshes  and  barren  fields  of  the  slave  States  are  sanc- 
tified to  tens  of  thousands  of  Northern  mothers  and 
wives  as  the  places  of  the  rude  burial  of  the  torn 
and  mangled  remains  of  their  loved  ones.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  those,  who,  approaching  manhood,  were 
warmed  by  generous  hope  and  just  ambition,  and 
upon  whom  widowed  mothers  or  aged  fathers  hoped  to 
lean  in  their  declining  years,  will  move  through  our 
streets  the  mutilated  victims  of  the  system  of  slavery. 
The  scars  and  wounds  of  tliese  brave  youth  will  bear 
lionorable  testimony  to  their  devotion  to  constitutional 
law,  and  proclaim  to  the  coming  generation  the  char- 
acter and  the  cause  of  the  war  in  which  they  were 
received.  The  Rebellion  is  the  result  of  slavery,  and 
follows  naturally  enough  a  defeated  attempt  to  over- 
throw by  enigmatical  legislation  and  judicial  chicanery 
the  well  and  long  settled  laws,  principles,  and  habits 
of  the  land.  I  say,  therefore,  that  in  the  interest  of 
future  peace,  and  in  the  interest  of  freedom  and  justice, 
we  are  called  upon  to  pass  this  bill.  The  Constitution 
does  not  create  it ;  the  Constitution  does  not  in  terms 
recognize  it :  it  only  tolerates  it ;  and  this  law  does  not 
propose  to  interfere  with  that  toleration.  It  does  not 
propose  to  abolish  slavery  anywhere.  It  only  proposes 
to  say  to  the  slave-owner,  'Keep  your  slaves  out  of 
these  places  as  emiployis:  do  not  interfere  with  the 
system  of  free  labor,  and  attempt  to  force  the  free 
mechanic  into  companionship  with  your  slaves,  or  we 
will  protect  his  dignity  and  interests  by  making  free- 
men of  your  instruments.'  "     Mr.  Fessenden  (Rep.)  of 
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IMnine  drclarrd,  tliat,  "  wlicii  this  I'lildn  Is  restored,  we 
Avaiit  to  see  the  rights  ot"  tlie  North  uuaninteed  to  us 
as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  South  guarauteed  to  them." 
^Ir.  Shetlield  (Dem.)  ot"  Rhode  Islaud  had  no  tender- 
ness with  reference  to  this  matter  of  slavery.  "1  say 
liere,  now,  and  always,  I  hate  that  institution.  I  think 
that  frcedt)m  is  the  common  law  of  the  Territories,  and 
that  nothing  but  positive  law  can  carry  slavery  there  ; 
and  we  might  as  well  here  undertake  to  re-enact  the 
Decalogue  as  to  enact  this  law." 

]\Ir.  Stevens  (Hep.)  of  Pennsylvania  said,  ''This  bill 
proposes  that  there  shall  be  no  slavery  hereafter  in  the 
navy  and  dock  yards  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
other  places  where  the  United  States  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction.  Now,  every  argument  which  can  be  used 
against  this  bill  would  ajiply  ^vith  eipud  force  against 
the  bill  which  we  have  lately  j)assed,  and  which  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Executive,  abolishing  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  cannot  {)()ssibly  see  how 
any  gentleman,  who  could  not  possibly  see  a  constitu- 
tional objection  in  the  one  case,  can  see  it  in  the  other." 
INIr.  Thomas  of  ^Massachusetts  asked  ^Ir.  Stevens  "  to 
call  to  mind  the  fiact,  that  the  bill  for  emancipation  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  provided  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation, while  this  bill  })r(nides  none  whatever."  — 
"1  (lid  not,"  replied  Mr.  Stevens,  "suppose,  indeed  I 
have  hardly  heard,  that  anybody  doubted  the  power  of 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  In  the  District  of  Columbia, 
without  connjensatlon."  Mr.  Thomas  called  the  atten- 
tion of  ^Ir.  Stevens  "  to  the  fifth  of  the  amendments  to 
the  Constitution,  which  provides  that  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  corapen- 
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sation."  Mr.  Stevens  did  not  know  "  that  the  gentle- 
man held  that  doctrine.  It  is  so  rare  a  doctrine  in  the 
free  States,  that  I  did  not  know  that  any  one  from  tliat 
qnartcr  held  it.  I  siii)posed,  in  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  that,  wherever  the  Government  had 
exclusive  power,  they  had  the  right  to  do  with  it  as  the 
States  did  with  it,  —  abolish  it,  without  compensation. 
Does  any  man  doubt  that  the  States  have  that  right  ?  " 
—  "Yes,  sir,"  replied  Mr.  Thomas.  "Then,"  said 
Mr.  Stevens,  "there  is  one  doubter  that  will  not  be 
damned  for  that."  Mr.  Wickliffe  asked,  "Where  has 
slavery  been  abolished  without  compensation  ? "  Mr. 
Stevens  answered,  "In  Pennsylvania,  in  New  York; 
and  he  thought  iNIassachusetts  had  never  made  any 
compensation.  ...  I  do  not  believe,"  he  said,  "there  is 
any  man  from  the  free  States,  except  the  gentleman 
from  the  Boston  district,  who  ever  doubted  that  the 
legislative  power  of  any  locality,  where  they  have  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  have  the  right  to  abolish  slavery, 
without  compensation  :  and  this  is  the  first  time  I  ever 
heard  the  opposite  idea  suggested  by  a  man  from  a  free 
State,  and  I  trust  in  God  it  is  the  last ;  for  it  is  no 
credit  to  a  free  State  to  entertain  such  an  idea."  —  "  To 
whom,"  asked  Mr.  Hooper  (Eep.)  of  Massachusetts, 
"does  the  gentleman  refer  as  'from  the  Boston  dis- 
trict'?" Mr.  Stevens  replied,  "I  carried  him  as  near 
Boston  as  I  could ;  for  I  did  not  like  to  say  from  tlie 
Quincy  district,  for  that  would  seem  sucli  a  humiliation  ! " 
Mr.  Thomas  said,  "The  gentleman  need  not  trouble 
himself  about  that.  The  position  is  this  :  that  if  tlie 
law  of  this  District,  as  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  that  bill,  recognized  a  right  in  a  person  which 
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■\vas  caiialile  of"  \  ;ilti:ilit)ii,  tluii  tliC  provision  of  the 
Constitution  to  wliich  I  li:ive  referred  applies ;  and  you 
could  not  have  taken  tiiat  pn)perty,  if  it  is  property,  or 
that  right  which  is  capable  of  computation,  without 
furnishinii;  that  just  compensation." 

Mr.  luuLiham  (Kcp.)  of  Ohio  said  that  the  hill  abol- 
ishini;-  slavery  in  the  District  ''  slu)\ved  conclusively 
upon  its  face  that  it  was  a  matter  of  pure  election  u[)on 
the  part  of  the  I'nited  States  what  compensation  they 
should  give,  or  whether  they  should  give  any  at  all ; 
and  for  this  reason  it  was  that  Congress  gave  a  gratuity, 
graduating  the  ainoinit  so  that  it  should  not  exceed  in 
the  aooregate  three  hundred  dollars  each.  No  one 
knows  better  than  the  learned  gentleman  from  INIassa- 
chusetts,  thiit  such  legislation  as  that,  under  the  general 
j)n)\isi()n  of  tlie  Constitution  which  prcjtects  pro|)ei'ty, 
is  absolutely  inadmissible.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  the  judge  of  the  value  under  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  at  all,  and  it  never  was." 
]Mr.  Stevens  declared  "  that  the  liberation  of  slaves  in 
any  locality  wlun-c  any  legislature  has  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion is  a  politii"d  question,  and  it  is  a  question  of  the 
organization  of  society,  and  in  no  sense  of  the  word 
the  taking  of  private  jjropcrty.  It  is  a  police  and  a 
political  question,  which  tiie  supreme  legislature  of  any 
locality  has  a  right  to  decide  as  it  chooses  ;  and  to  say 
that  that  is  not  constitutional,  is  to  inaugurate  a  new,  a 
strange,  and  an  awful  doctrine,  esj^ecially  to  come  from 
the  district  of  the  sage  of  Quincy."  —  "Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me,"  said  ^Ir.  'J'homas,  "to  say  that  the 
sage  of  Quincy  to  whom  he  alludes,  and  for  whom  his 
respect  is  not  more  profound  than  mine,  affirmed,  when 
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he  Avas  at  Glieiit  negotiating  tlie  treaty  of  peace,  in  his 
correspondence  with  the  British  connnissioners,  not  only 
that  there  was  property  in  slaves,  but  that  the  effort  of 
the  British  ofHcers  and  soldiers  to  seduce  slaves  from 
their  masters  was  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations? 
And  I  will  say  further,  tliat  ]Mr.  Adams  never  voted  for 
the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  Disti'ict  of  Columbia, 
though  his  very  humble  successor  felt  it  his  duty  to  do 
so."  —  "'The  sage  of  Quiiicy,'"  replied  Mr.  Stevens, 
"has  declared  more  than  twenty  times,  and  half  that 
number  of  times  within  my  hearing,  the  entire  compe- 
tency of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery,  wherever  Con- 
gress has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  without  compensation." 
— "Within  your  hearing ?"  inquired  Mr.  Thomas.  "I 
have  often,"  replied  Mr.  Stevens,  "heard  him  make  the 
declaration  ;  and  I  have  heard  Henry  Clay  make  the 
same  declaration."  —  "I  can  only,"  said  Mr.  Thomas, 
"  say  that  Mr.  Adams's  entire  public  record  is  to  the 
contrary." 

Mr.  Roscoe  Conkling  (Rep.)  of  New  York  remarked, 
that,  "about  a  week  ago,  this  House,  with  great  una- 
nimity so  far  as  this  side  of  the  House  is  concerned, 
upon  deliberation,  raised  a  select  committee,  and  to 
that  committee  committed  this  very  subject,  —  tliis  whole 
subject  of  confiscation  and  emancipation  everywhere 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  I  imder- 
stand  that  committee  is  now  ready  to  report.  My  sug- 
gestion is,  that,  that  committee  being  nearly  ready  to 
give  an  account  to  the  Plouse  of  its  stewardship, — 
quite  ready,  some  gentleman  says,  —  it  would  be  well, 
perhaps  courtesy  toward  them,  to  conunit  this  bill  to 
that  committee,  and  let  it  re-appear,  if  it  is  to  appear 
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at  till,  when  they  t^hall  have  gi\cn  us  their  work,  ami 
we  have  an  ()j)i)ortunity  to  see  whetlier  this  present  pur- 
pose is  \\illuii  llif  .-(•()])('  (if  tiiL'  twi)  liills  which  I  inuhT- 
Ptaml  they  mean  to  re[)t)rt."  Mr.  Fisher  (Union)  of 
Delaware  t(n)k  the  floor,  and  the  House  adjourned  to 
Mimdny,  the  12th  ut"  May,  when  it  resiuiicd  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  ]Mr.  Fisher  said,  "I  am  sure 
there  is  uo  man  in  this  House  who  can  possibly  desire 
more  than  I  do  to  see  our  country  rid  of  the  great  curse 
of  slavery.  No  man  is  more  pnjfuundly  penetrated 
with  the  conviction,  that  it  would  have  been  far  better 
for  the  harmony  of  our  Union,  as  well  as  for  the  welfare 
and  pi'()s|rei'ity  of  the  States,  if  slaveiy  had  never  been 
known  among  us.  It  Is  hardly  necessary  at  this  day  to 
discuss  these  points.  The  terrible  and  exhausting  civil 
war  in  which  we  are  now  engage(l  will  tell  to  future 
generations  the  sorrowful  story  of,'  the  effect  of  the 
institution  u})on  the  peace  and  harmony  of  our  Union. 
Sad  and  satisfactory  proof  may  also  be  found  in  the 
debates  even  of  the  Continental  Congress,  which  de- 
clared the  independence  of  the  United  Colonies,  that 
the  great  and  almost  the  only  trouble  the  patri(.)ts  of 
that  immortal  body  had  to  meet  was  just  such  an  one 
as  "SVC,  theii'  descendants,  are  engaged  in  discussing  here 
from  day  to  day.  The  iidv  with  \\'hich  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  written  had  scarcely  dried,  when, 
upon  the  (juestlon  as  to  how  the  taxes  necessary  to 
maintain  it  should  be  levied,  the  subject  of  slavery  came 
up  to  troul>le  and  distract  the  national  councils.  It 
stood  with  defiant  boldness  upon  the  very  threshold  of 
the  hall  in  which  was  debated  and  adopted  the  old  Arti- 
cles  of  Confederation   in   1783  ;    and   again    in   1787, 
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when  the  framers  of  our  present  form  of  goveruuient, 
intended  for  a  more  perfect  Union  of  the  States,  assem- 
bled at  Annapolis,  its  ghastly  form  again  stalked  in  to 
disturb  and  distract  the  deliberations  of  those  good  and 
great  men;  and,  from  that  day  to  the  present,  this  evil 
genius  of  our  destiny  has  from  time  to  time  returned  to 
embarrass  and  impede  our  onward  progress  in  power, 
and  to  position  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  until 
now  it  has  culminated  in  the  production,  in  the  freest 
and  best  Government  the  woi'ld  ever  knew,  of  the  most 
gigantic,  causeless,  and  wicked  Rebellion  of  which  his- 
tory furnishes  any  record." 

]Mr.  Lovejoy  modified  his  substitute,  so  that  it 
read, — 

"  To  the  end  that  freedom  may  be  and  remain  for  ever  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  land  in  all  places  whatsoever,  so  far 
as  it  lies  within  the  powers  or  depends  upon  the  action  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  make  it  so,  there- 
fore — 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  in  all  oases  whatsoever  (other 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted),  shall  henceforth  cease,  and  be  prohibited 
for  ever,  in  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  now  exist- 
ing, or  hereafter  to  be  formed  or  acquired  in  any  way." 

Mr.  Cox  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Lovejoy  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  they  were 
ordered, — yeas  49,  nays  81.  The  substitute  was  then 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Lovejoy  moved  to  amend  by  striking- 
out  the  preamble,  on  which  he  called  the  previous  ques- 
tion.    Mr.  Cox  "  would  like  to'  amend  that  by  inserting 
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the  Wdi'ds,  'ti)  carry  out  tlu>  ("hicau-o  Plattni-in,  and  to 
dissohc  tlir  rnlnu."""  The  auicndiiicnt  strikin;^'  out  the 
preamble  was  ai^reed  to  ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time.  Mr.  Lovejoy  moved 
the  previous  qnestion  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and  it 
was  ordered.  Mr.  Allen  ot"  Illinois  demanded  the  yeas 
and  navs  on  the  passage  ot"  the  bill.  The  question  was 
taken  ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  — yeas  85, 
nays  50,  —  as  follows  :  — 

Yeas.  —  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  ^Vrnolil,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baker, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake, 
Butfinton,  Campbell,  Chamberlin,  (/lark,  Collax,  Frederick  A.  Conk- 
ling,  Koscoe  Conkling,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Duell, 
Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Franchot, 
Frank,  Gooch,  Granger,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Hooper,  Horton, 
Hutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  William  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy, 
M'Knight,  MTlierson,  Mitchell,  iloorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S. 
Morrill,  Olin,  Pike,  Porter,  Potter,  iVJexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Sheffield, 
Shellabarger,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble, 
Trowbridge,  Vnn  Horn,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace,  Charles  W.  Walton, 
E.  P.  Walton,  AVashburne,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  AVilson,  Windom, 
and  Worcester, — 85. 

Nays.  —  Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Biddlc,  Jiicob  B. 
Blair,  George  H.  Browne,  William  G.  Brown,  Calvert,  Casey,  Cle- 
ments, Cobb,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Dunlap,  English, 
Grider,  Haight,  Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Johnson,  Kerrigan,  Knapp, 
l..aw,  Lazear,  Lear}',  Lehman,  Mallory,  Maynard,  Menzies,  Morris, 
Noell,  Odell,  Perry,  John  S.  Phelps,  Richardson,  Robinson,  Segar, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Francis  Thomas,  Vibbard,  Voor- 
liees,  Wadsworth,  ^Vard,  Webster,  Wicklifi'e,  and  Woodrufl",  —  50. 

So  the  bill  was  ])assed  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. Mr.  Lovejoy  moved  to  amend  the  title  by 
striking  it  out,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  as  follows  : 
''An  act  to  secure  freedom  to  all  persons  within  tlie 
Territories  of  the  United  States  ; "'  and  this  amendment 
was  jiureed  to. 
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in  the  Senate,  on  the  15th  of  ^lay,  Mi'.  Browning- 
(Rep.)  of  Illmols,  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  secure  freedom  to  all 
persons  within  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Wade  (Eep.)  of  Ohio 
moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the  House  prohibiting 
slavery  in  the  Territories.  Mr.  jNI'Dougall  (Dem.) 
of  California  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, — yeas  20, 
nays  15.  So  the  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  to  secure  freedom  to  all  persons  within  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States.  The  Committee  on 
Ten'itories  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert 
the  following  in  lieu  thereof:  "  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  any  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  now  existing,  or  which  may  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  formed  or  acquired  by  the  United  States, 
otherwise  than  in  punishment  of  crimes,  vs'hereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted."  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  Mr. 
Carlile  said,  "  I  should  like  to  make  an  inquuy  of 
those  who  have  this  bill  in  charge,  whether  this  bill 
Avill  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  Indians  in  the  Indian 
Territory  to  their  slaves.  I  have  been  looking  into  the 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  Choctaws  and  Seminoles 
and  other  tribes  that  are  settled  now  in  what  we  call 
the  Indian  Territory,  and  those  treaties  expressly  se- 
cure to  the  Indians  the  entire  legislative  control  of  that 
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couiitry.  1  suppo.^e  it  is  not  tlie  intention  of"  the  Senate 
to  \  iohite  any  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian  tribes." 
.Ml-.  \\  a(h'  (hd  "  not  intentl  to  say  that  it  wouhl  mterfere 
\\  iih  an  unor^anized  Territory  belon<^ing  to  tlie  United 
States.  It  does  not  interfere  with  them  now ;  but 
whenever  a  Territory  of  the  United  States  is  orj^anized 
there,  then  I  luive  no  doubt  this  bill,  if"  it  shcnild  become 
a  law,  would  pr(jhil)it  slavery  in  that  Territory.  In  my 
judgment,  it  would  not  interfere  with  any  of  their  rights 
there  now."  The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  i)ill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It  was 
read  a  tliii'd  time;  and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  the  bill 
pass?"  Mr.  Carlile  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  —  yeas 
28,  nays  10  —  as  follows  :  — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Anthom',  iJrowning,  (JlianiUor,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Ilule,  Ilarlan,  Harris, 
Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  I'oinproy,  Kice,  Simmons, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson 
of  Massaeliusetts,  —  28. 

Nays.  —  Messrs.  Carlile,  Davis,  Kennedy,  Latham,  JM'Dougall, 
Nesmith,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Stark,  and  Wright,  — 10. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  In  the  Senate. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  17th  of  ffunc, 
the  bill  was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Lovejoy  moved  the  pre- 
vious question  on  C(^ncurring  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  The  previous  (piestion  was  seconded,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  ordered  on  motion  of  ^Ir.  Phelps 
(Dem.)  of  Missouri.  The  question  was  taken  on  con- 
curring in  the  Senate  amendment, — yeas  72,  nays  38. 
So  the  Senate  amendment,  reported  by  Mr.  Browning 
from  the  Connnittee  on  Territories  to  the  House  bill 
originally  introduced  by  Mr.  Arnold,  and  reported  with 
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amendments  by  ]Mr.  Lovejoy  from  tlie  Committee  on 
Territories,  was  ctmcurred  in.  The  bill  passed,  and  was 
ajjproved  by  the  President  on  the  19th  of  June,  1862. 
This  act  prohibits  for  ever  slavery  in  all  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  now  existing,  or  that  may  hereafter 
be  acquired  ;  thus  closing  for  ever  the  long  contest  be- 
twen  freedom  and  slavery  for  the  vast  Territories  now 
in  possession  of  the  United  States. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

CKKTAIN    SLAVES    TO    15E    MADE    FREE. 

MU.  rOJlliKOY's  HILL.  —  SIR.  TUUSIBULL'S  bill.  —  3IR.  MOKRILL'S  JOIKT 
RKSULUTIOX.  —  RErOKT  OF  TllK  JUDICI.VRY  COMMITTEE.  —  MK.  SITM- 
NEIi's  A:MENI>MKNT.  —  MK.  SIIKK.MAN's  AMEXDMENT.  —  REMARKS  OF 
MR.  WILLEY.  —  MR.  IIALE'S  REI'LY.  —  MR.  HARRLS'S  AMENDMENT. — 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  lIO\V.\RD.  —  MR.  COI.LA.MER'S  AJIENUMENT.  —  MOTION 
Til  REFER  TO  A  SELECT  COM.MITrEE.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  WILMOT. — 
MR.  WILSON'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  COLLAMER.  —  MOTION  TO  REFER  TO 
A  SELECT  COMMITTEE  BY  MR.  CLARK. —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  HALE. — 
MR.    WILSON'S    REPLY.  —  SELECT    COMMITTEE.  —  MR.    CLARK'S    REI'ORT. 

—  MR.  SLMNER's  amendment.  —  MR.  DA\Is's  AMENDMENT.  —  MR. 
SAULSBURY'S  amendment. —  MR.  WILSON'S  ASIENDMENT. —  MR.  CLARK'S 
AMENDMENT.  —  MR.    SUMNER'S  AMEND.MENT.  —  PASSAGE    OF    THE    BILL. 

—  HOUSE. —  MR.  ELIOT'S  RESOLUTU>N. —  MR.  ROSCOE  CONKLING'S  AMEND- 
MENT.—  MR.  CAMPBELL'S  RESOLUTION.  —  MR.  STEVENS'S  RESOLUTION. — 

MK.  Conway's  resolution. —  bills  referred  to  judicl\ry  com- 

MIITEE.  —  .MR.  HICKMAN'S  REPORT. —  MR.  BINGHAM'S  SUBSTITUTE. — 
MR.  1'ORTER's   A.MENDMENT.  —  MR.  ELIOT'S   REPORT.  —  BILL  DEFEATED. 

—  RECONSIDERATION.  —  RECOMMITTED  OX  MOTION  OF  MR.  PORTER. — 
REPORTED  BACK  BY  MR.  ELIOT.  —  JIR.  CLARK'S  AMENDMENT.  —  SEN- 
ATE AMEXD.MEXT  LOST  IX  THE  HOUSE.  —  SEXATE  COXFEREXCE  COM- 
MITTEE.—  HOUSE  COXFEREXCE  COMMITTEE.  —  REPORT  OF  COXFEREXCE 
COMMIITKE.  —  MR.    CLARK'S    SEXATE    AJIENDMENT    ADOPTED. 

THE  Thirty-seventh  Congress  a8scnil)led  on  tlic  lih 
of  July,  18(U.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  KJtli,  Mr. 
Pumerov  (Pep.)  of"  Kan.-^as  introduced  a  bill  '"to  .sup- 
press the  Slaveholders'  Pehellion."  This  bill  set  forth 
that  shnerv  had  cuhniiiated  in  a  formidable  Pebcllion  ; 
that  it  presented  to  the  nation  the  great  (juestion,  which 
it  must  settle  now,  and  settle  for  ever,  whether  Ameri- 
can sla\ery  shall  die,  or  American  freedom  shall  live  ; 
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that  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution,  and  as  a  great  mili- 
tary necessity,  it  be  enacted  that  there  shall  be  no  slavery 
in  any  of  the  States  that  claim  to  have  seceded  from  the 
Government,  and  are  in  open  and  armed  resistance  to 
the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1861,  Mr.  Trumbull 
(Kep.)  of  Illinois  introduced  a  bill,  Avhich  provided  that 
the  slaves  of  persons  who  shall  take  up  arms  against  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  manner  aid  or  abet  this  Rebel- 
lion, shall  be  discharged  from  service  or  labor,  and 
become  for  ever  thereafter  free,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  In  presenting  his  bill,  ]Mr.  TrumbuU 
said,  "  The  right  to  free  the  slaves  of  rebels  would  be 
equally  clear  with  that  to  confiscate  theii*  property  gen- 
erally ;  for  it  is  as  property  that  they  profess  to  hold 
them  :  but,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  for  attain- 
ing the  end  for  which  the  armies  of  the  Union  have  been 
called  forth,  the  right  to  restore  to  them  the  God-given 
liberty  of  which  they  have  been  unjustly  deprived  is 
doubly  clear.  It  only  remains  to  inquire,  whether,  in 
making  use  of  lawful  means  to  crush  this  wicked 
Rebellion,  it  is  jjolicy  to  confiscate  the  property  of 
rebels,  and  take  from  them  the  support  of  unrequited 
labor.  Can  there  be  a  question  on  this  point  ?  AVho 
does  not  know  that  treason  has  gained  strength  by  the 
leniency  with  which  it  has  been  treated?  We  have 
dallied  with  it  quite  too  long  already.  Instead  of  being 
looked  upon  as  the  worst  of  crimes, —  as  it  really  is,  — 
it  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  trivial  offence,  to  be 
atoned  for  by  a  promise  to  do  so  no  more.     The  despoil- 


112  CKKTAIN    SLAVES    TO    ISK    MADE    FREE. 

ors  of  loyal  I'iti/ciis,  the  i'(tns[)ii-:iturs  ai^'alnst  the  peace 
ot"  ;i  nation,  tlic  pluiuleivrs  of  the  puhlic  property,  the 
assassins  of  liberty,  when  they  have  fallen  into  oiii- 
liands,  have  been  suflered  to  escape  on  taking  an  oath 
of  allegiance  which  many  have  not  scrnpled  to  violate 
on  the  lirst  opportnnity. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  Air.  .Morrill  (Rep.)  of 
jNIaine  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  confiscate  the 
j)roperty  of  rebi'ls,  and  satisfy  the  just  claims  of  loyal 
persons.  This  joint  resolution  provided  that  any  and 
all  claim  or  right  of  a  person,  who  shall  conspire  with 
others  to  overthrow,  put  down,  or  destroy  by  force,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  the  labor  of  any 
other  person  under  the  laws  of  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory, shall  be  declared  to  be  annulled,  any  law  or 
usage  of  any  State  or  Territory  or  of  the  United 
States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Air.  Alorrilfs 
resolution  was  read  twice,  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Conmiittee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Air.  Trumbull, 
Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  which  the 
bill  he  had  introduced  Avas  referred,  reported  it  back 
on  the  15th  of  January,  18G2.  On  the  25th  of  Febru- 
arv,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Air.  Trumbull,  j)r<icfc(led 
to  its  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  W  hole. 
Air.  Pomeroy  of  Kansas  inquired  "  if  the  senator  from 
Illinois  intended  by  the  third  section  to  conunit  the 
Government  to  the  returning  of  fugitlxe  slaves."  — 
"Unquestionably  not,"  replied  Air.  Trumbull ;  "and  I 
do  not  think  the  language  of  the  bill  warrants  that  con- 
struction. It  says  to  the  conuuissioners,  to  the  United 
States  judges,  to  evervbody,  'You  shall  never  make  an 
order,  under  the  Fugitive-slave  Act,  to  surrender  up  a 
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iiKiii  claiiueil  us  a  I'ugitive  fVoin  service  or  l:iboi',  until  it 
is  first  [)r()vc(l  to  your  satisfaction  that  the  cLainiant  is 
and  has  been  loyal  to  the  Government.'  That  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  provision."  Mr.  Pomeroy  Avas  opposed  to 
the  section  favoring  the  colonization  of  the  emancipated 
slaves.  If  that  provision  was  insisted  on,  he  should  feel 
called  upon  "  to  offer  an  amendment  for  the  transporta- 
tion, colonization,  and  settlement,  in  some  country  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  of  such  slaveholdei's 
as  have  been  engaged  in  the  Rebellion."  Mr.  Willey 
(Union)  of  Virginia  thought  an  immense  number  of 
negroes  would  be  enfranchised  before  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  thrown  upon  the  connnunity.  He  was  "  in 
favor  of  colonization ;  but  where  was  the  money  to  come 
from  ?"  —  "I  may  be  in  error,"  said  ]Mr.  Ten  Eyck 
(Kep.)  of  Xevf  Jersey;  "but,  for  one,  I  should  be  opposed 
to  the  second  section,  which  provides  for  the  enlarge- 
ment or  liberation  of  persons  held  to  service  or  labor, 
unless  the  third  section,  or  a  section  similar  to  it,  be- 
comes a  law  also  at  the  same  time."  —  "I  concur,"  said 
Mr.  Sumner  (Eep.)  of  Massachusetts,  "with  the  senator 
from  Kansas  in  all  he  has  said  in  relation  to  the  Fugitive- 
slave  Bill.  I  have  never  called  that  a  law.  or  even  an 
act.  I  regard  it  simply  as  a  bill  ;  still,  a  bill  having  no 
authority  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
There  is  no  fountain  in  that  instrument  out  of  which 
that  enormity  can  be  derived.  That  is  my  idea :  I 
believe  it  is  the  idea  of  the  senator  from  Kansas.  I 
therefore  propose  an  amendment  which  shall  remove  all 
such  implication  or  possibilitv  of  recognition,  on  our 
part,  of  that  bill  ;  while  at  the  same  time  I  believe  it  will 
carry  out  completely,  adequately,  in  every  respect,  the 
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iilc;i  nl'  tin'  sciiatDT  i'unii  IMinnis  in  the  inc;i>urL'  which  is 
now  uikKt  coiisidcialidii.  I  prdposc  tcj  ."Strike  out  all 
after  the  word  '  beroro,'  in  the  sixteenth  line,  down  to 
the  Avord  'that,'  in  the  nineteenth  line,  being-  these 
words,  'Any  order  for  the  surrender  of  the  person  whose 
service  is  claimed,  establish  not  only  his  title  to  such 
service,  as  now  pro\  ided  by  law,  but  also,"  and,  instead 
thereof,  insert,  'proceeding  witli  the  trial  of  his  claim, 
satisfactorily  prove  : '  so  that  the  sentence  w  ill  read,  '  lie 
shall  in  the  first  instance,  and  before  proceeding  with 
the  trial  of  his  claim,  satisfactorily  prove  that  he  is,  and 
has  been  during  the  existing  Rebellion,  loyal  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States."  Mr.  'i'rumbull  was 
cntirelv  willing  the  Senate  slioidd  adopf  it  :  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ^I'Dougall  (Deui.)  of  California,  on  the  '.)d  and 
4th  of  ^larch,  addressed  the  Senate  in  a  speech  of  great 
length  in  opposition  to  the  enactment  of  the  pendiug 
bill  or  any  kindred  measiu'c.  He  was  folk)wed  by  ^Ir. 
Cowan  (Kep.)  of  Pennsylvania  in  opposition  to  the 
measure.  "  If  it  j^asses,"  he  said,  "I  think  it  will  l)e 
the  great  historic  event  of  the  times,  —  times  which  are 
as  fruitl'ul  of  c\ents  as  any  the  world  has  ever  witnessed. 
Up(jn  the  disposition  we  may  make  of  it,  perhaps  the 
fate  of  the  American  llepublic  uiay  depend  ;  and  no  one 
surely  can  overrate  the  magnitude  of  any  thing  which 
may  be  attended  with  such  consequences.  .  .  .  Pass 
this  bill,  and  the  same  messenger  who  carries  it  to  the 
South  will  come  back  to  us  with  the  news  of  their  com- 
plete consolidation  as  one  man.  A\'e  shall  then  have 
dt)ne  that  which  treason  could  not  (,lo  :  we  om'selves 
shall  then  have  dissolved  the  Union  j  we  shall  have  rent 
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its  sacred  charter,  and  extiuguislied  the  last  vcstl^-e  of 
affection  for  it  in  the  slave  States  by  our  blind  and  pas- 
sionate folly." 

Mr.  jNIorrill  of  Maine,  on  the  5th,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate earnestly  and  eloquently  in  favor  of  the  bill.  "The 
great  measure  before  us,"  said  Mr.  Morrill,  "and  none 
greater  has  ever  been  before  the  Senate,  has  been  char- 
acterized in  this  debate  in  earnest,  eloquent,  indignant, 
and,  I  think  I  am  autliorized  to  say,  satirical  speech,  as 
extraordinary,  unconstitutional,  oppressive,  and  inexpe- 
dient. ...  If  slavery  makes  war  on  the  nation  for  any 
purpose,  I  maintain  the  right  of  the  Government,  under 
the  Con.-itltutlon,  to  defend  itself,  and,  in  doing  so,  'to 
liberate  the  slaves '  of  rebels  ;  and  that  whenever  and 
howsoever  the  question  arises  between  '  the  existence  of 
the  institution  '  and  the  Constitution ,  slavery  and  the 
Union,  the  former  must  go  to  the  wall,  must  perish, 
if  necessary  to  preserve  the  latter  ;  and  that  this  may  be 
done  in  the  7iame  and  in  the  behalf  of  '  American  con- 
stitutional liberty.'  .  .  .  The  ri<jht  of  slavery  to  'ex- 
emption from  interference  within  its  locality '  is  lost  in 
its  audaci(jus  revolt  and  armed  assault  on  the  Govern- 
ment. Its  cry  'to  be  let  alone,'  amid  the  cannonading 
of  Sumter,  is  a  shallov^  pretence  to  conceal  a  wicked 
purpose." 

]\Ir.  Browning  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  followed,  on  the 
10th,  in  a  lengthy  and  elaborate  speech  in  opposition  to 
tjie  passage  of  the  bill.  He  thought  legislation  of  this 
character  dangerous,  and  maintained  that  "the  war 
powers  of  the  Government  were  fully  ade(|uate  to  the 
needs  of  the  occasion."  Mr.  Carlile  (Dem.)  of  Virginia 
followed,  on  the  11th,  in  a  long  and  discursive  speech  in 
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oppusitioii.  lie  (Icflari'il  that  "  sclt-prescrvutiou  would 
compel  tlie  States  within  which  ^;hlYel■y  now  exi.'^t.s,  if 
the  .<hivcs  were  emancipated,  eitlicr  to  expel  them  from 
the  State,  or  re-en.slave  them.  If  expelled,  where  woulil 
they  g'oy  The  non-i^laveholding  States,  many  of  them, 
exclude  tlu'ui  hy  express  constitntiuiial  proNisic^n;  otliers 
would  do  .<o :  for  we  are  told  by  the  advocates  of 
emancipation,  that  the  negro  is  not  to  be  permitted, 
■when  liberated,  to  come  into  their  States.  What  fol- 
lows?—  extermination  or  re-enslavement.  Can  it  be 
possible  that  the  Christian  sentiment  of  the  Xorth,  which, 
it  is  said,  demands  the  al)olition  of  slavery,  desires  the 
extei'mination  of  the  negro  race?  The  well-being,  if 
not  the  existence,  of  the  white  race,  would  demand  their 
re-enslavement ;  and  it  would  be  done." 

On  the  7th  of  April,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Truniiiull. 
the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  ;  and 
Mr.  Trumbull  defended  it  against  the  assaults  made 
upon  it,  in  an  elaborate  speech,  which  he  closed  by  say- 
ing, "Such  an  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow  for  freedom 
seldom  occurs  as  that  now  presented  to  the  .Vmerican 
Conirress.  As  most  of  the  owners  of  slaves  are  en- 
gaged  in  the  Rebellion,  and  will  probably  continue  so  for 
some  time,  the  effect  would  be,  if  this  bill  were  speedily 
enacted  into  a  law,  that  they  would  by  their  own  act 
give  freedom  to  most  of  the  slaves  in  the  country  :  and 
thus  would  be  sol\ed  in  a  ureat  measure,  throuii'h  the 
agency  of  this  wicked  Rebellion,  the  great  question, 
A\'hat  is  to  be  done  with  African  slavery?  —  a  subject 
in  \  ie\v  of  which  Jefferson  in  his  day  exclaimed,  that 
'he  trembled  when  he  remembered  that  God  was  just.' 
I  a])peal  to  senators,  as  philanthropists,  as  patriots,  as 
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lovers  of  the  Union  and  of  constitutional  liberty,  not 
to  let  pass  this  opportunity,  which  a  wicked  Rebellion 
presents,  of  making  it  the  means  of  giving-  freedom  to 
millions  of  the  human  race,  and  thereby  destroying  to  a 
great  extent  the  source  and  origin  of  the  RebelHon, 
and  the  only  thing  which  has  ever  seriously  threatened 
the  peace  of  the  Union." 

Mr.  Henderson  (Union)  of  Missouri,  on  the  8th, 
made  a  lengtliy  but  eloquent  speech  against  the  bill. 
"It  is  useless,"  said  Mr.  Henderson,  "  to  devise  cunning 
schemes  to  effect  the  destruction  of  slavery.  It  is  worse 
than  useless  to  violate  the  least  of  constitutional  safe- 
guards to  accomplish  it.  The  shells  that  passed  from 
rebel  batteries  to  Fort  Sumter,  twelve  months  ago, 
wrote  its  doom  in  living  letters  upon  the  Southern  skies. 
If  they  will  destroy  it  themselves,  let  all  the  responsi- 
bility of  evils  to  spring  from  this  sudden  change  in  the 
labor  and  social  system  of  the  country  rest  upon  the  au- 
thors of  the  war." 

Mr.  Sherman,  on  the  10th,  moved  an  amendment  in 
the  nature  of  a  substitute.  It  provided  for  confiscating 
the  property  and  freeing  the  slaves  of  certain  leading 
classes  of  rebels.  Mr.  Willey  again  spoke  in  earnest 
condemnation  of  the  bill  and  all  kindred  measures. 
"What  will  be,"  he  asked,  "the  necessary  and  inevi- 
table result  of  this  policy  if  it  be  carried  into  effect? 
It  will  be,  that  Virginia,  by  this  increase  of  the  free 
negro  population  under  the  operation  of  this  bill,  will  be 
driven  not  only  to  re-enslave  those  who  may  be  manu- 
mitted under  the  oj)eration  of  the  present  bill,  but  also  to 
re-enslave  the  sixty  thousand  free  negroes  already  tliere. 
That  will  be  the  policy  that  my  honorable  friend  from 


118  CEUTAIX    SLAVES    TO    1$E    MADE    FKEE. 

Kentuck\-  (^.Mi-.  l);i\i.-;)  will  sec  take  ctlect  in  hi.s  State; 
and  so  it  must  be  in  ^Maryland,  and  in  every  State 
Avliere  the  operation  of  this  hill  will,  tt)  any  extent,  in- 
crease the  nianber  of  the  free  negro  j)()[)ulation.  .  .  .  Y(ju 
are  surroiniding  lis  by  an  impassable  barrier  of  consti- 
tutional interdictions  against  the  diffusion  of  tiiis  popu- 
lation ;  while  at  the  same  time  you  want  to  manumit  our 
slaves,  and  throw  them  broadcast  on  our  conuiuinity. 
Sir,  the  evil  will  be  unendurable  ;  and  the  result  \'.  ill  be 
the  re-enslavement  of  the  slaves  thus  manumitted,  as 
well  as  those  already  free  in  our  State."  Mr.  Ilale 
replied  to  ]\Ir.  AVilley's  intimation,  that  the  emancipated 
slaves  would  be  re-enslaved,  in  a  dcHant  and  eft'ective 
speech.  "  I  have,"  he  said,  ^''  as  high  regard  for  the 
chivalry,  bravery,  and  power  of  Kentucky,  Vii-ginia, 
and  ^Maryland,  and  any  of  these  States,  as  any  man  has  ; 
but  I  tell  them,  and  I  tell  the  legislature  of  every  State 
in  the  Union,  that,  when  they  undertake  that,  they  under- 
take a  job  that  they  cannot  do  :  they  set  themselves  in 
opposition  to  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  country  and 
of  the  world.  There  is  not  a  monarch  to-day  on  the 
throne  of  anv  of  the  kingdoms  of  Kurope  situated  there 
so  firnilv,  tliat  he  dare  to  set  himself  in  o[)position  to  the 
moral  sentiment  of  mankind.  I  take  it,  sir,  that  it  is 
neither  fanaticism  nor  superstition  to  say,  that  when  the 
Creator  of  the  earth  made  the  earth,  and  the  same  Power 
made  colored  nu-n,  he  intended  that  the  C(ili)re(l  men 
he  had  made  should  dwell  uj)on  the  earth  that  he  had 
made  ;  and  that  when  the  broad  earth  was  subjected 
to  the  servitude  of  man,  and  the  iiat  went  forth  that 
by  the  sweat  of  the  brow  of  man  shoidd  his  living  be 
obtained  from  the  earth,  it  was  a  universal  edict,  irre- 
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spective  of  complexion,  and  tliat  the  earth  is  subject  to 
the  servitude  of  supporting  the  bhack  man  as  well  as  the 
white.  I  laugh  to  scorn  all  attempts  and  all  threats  at 
re-enslaving  this  people.  I  tell  you,  it  cannot  be  done." 
"  If  the  honorable  gentleman,"  replied  ]Mr.  AVilley,  "had 
been  better  cognizant  of  my  antecedents,  humble  as  they 
are,  on  this  subject,  he  certainly  would  never  have  con- 
ceived it  to  be  his  duty  to  rise  here,  and  rebuke  me  for 
having  uttered  sentiments  that  were  contrary  even  to 
his  peculiar  theories.  It  is  not  becoming  a  man  to 
speak  of  himself;  but,  rightfully  or  Avrongfully,  I  have 
that  consciousness  which  satisfies  my  own  heart,  having 
devoted  nearly  half  of  all  I  had  in  setting  negroes  free. 
Thousands  of  dollars  out  of  my  poor  pittance  and  estate 
have  been  surrendered  as  attestations  of  my  belief  in 
the  doctrine  for  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  has  thought  it  necessary  to  rise  up  here  and 
rebuke  me." 

Mr.  Harris  (Rep.)  of  New  York,  on  the  14th,  sub- 
mitted a  substitute  he  intended  to  offer,  and  addressed 
the  Senate  in  exposition  of  his  views  of  the  duty  de- 
manded by  tlie  needs  of  the  country.  Of  the  seventh 
section  of  his  intended  amendment  he  said,  "  The  seventh 
section  of  the  substitute,  Avhich  is  in  substance  the  same 
as  the  second  section  of  the  original  bill,  relates  ex- 
clusively to  the  slave  property  of  rebels.  Unlike  the 
provisions  of  preceding  sections,  the  forfeiture  declared 
is  applicable  alike  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  found 
engaged  in  the  Rebellion.  This  is  clearly  right.  All 
must  agree,  I  think,  that  slavery  is  the  chief,  indeed 
the  sole,  producing  cause  of  the  Rebellion.  It  has  long 
been,  and,  so  long  as  it  continues  to  exist,  it  will  be, 
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tlio  <^reat  (li>turl)in<i'  eleincnt  In  our  politiciil  system. 
Kortlieni  pDllticians,  scckiiiL!,'  to  ohtaiu  political  power, 
have  coAvereil  before  it,  ami  i^noniiiuously  yielded  to  its 
iiupcrious  exactions.  In  this  way,  it  has  been  able  to 
hold  the  reins  and  conti't)!  the  policy  of  the  Government 
for  most  of  the  time  since  our  history  as  a  nation  began, 
—  often,  very  often,  to  the  serious  prejudice  of  our  best 
interests  as  a  nation.  It  was  because,  and  only  because, 
this  power  had  been  wrested  iVom  its  hands  bv  an  indig- 
nant and  lonii-suireiing  people,  that  this  Ivebellion  was 
inaugurated." 

]\Ir.  Powell  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky,  on  tlie  IGth,  spoke 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in  severe  denunciation  of 
the  antislavery  polit'v  of  the  administration.  INIr.  How- 
ard (l\ep.)  of  Michigan  addressed  the  8enatein  support 
oi' the  policy  of  confiscation,  and  the  emancipation  of  the 
slaves  of  rebels,  in  a  speech  of  great  clearness  and  logi- 
cal power.  lie  arraigned  the  slaveholding  leaders  of 
the  Rebellion  for  their  "deceptive,  delusive,  and  wicked 
words  and  deeds."  He  said,  "Sir,  even  Satan,  disguis- 
ing his  horrid  form,  and  — 

'  Squat  like  a  toad  fast  l)y  the  ear  of  Eve,' 

practised  no  more  delil)erate  deceit  upon  the  sleeping 
mother  of  the  race.  They  alarmed  the  fears  of  the 
timid  and  untliinking  :  they  aroused  the  vigilance  which 
ever  presides  over  property  ;  they  stirred  up  the  gall 
and  bitterness  of  the  bigot  and  fanatic,  who  deduce  the 
right  of  slavery  from  the  gospel  itself;  they  inflamed 
the  sectional  pride  of  those  who  mistakenly  claim  per- 
sonal and  heroic  qualities  superior  to  those  of  North- 
ern men  ;   addressing  the  rich  planter,  they  scoffed  at 
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labor  as  fit  only  for  slaves ;  they  spoke  of  the  rapid 
increase  of  population  in  the  free  States  as  an  alarnnng 
portent,  and  sorrowed  deeply  over  the  prospect  of  being 
compelled  to  submit  to  the  will  of  a  majority.  Finding 
that,  by  their  own  incautious  haste  in  forcing  the  North- 
ern Democracy  to  adopt  obnoxious  measures,  they  had 
luiited  the  Northern  people  to  resist  the  further  triumphs 
of  their  ambition,  and  had  thus  lost  the  balance  of 
power,  they  invoked  eloquently  the  memories  of  their 
former  domination,  and  wept  over  Its  decline.  At  eveiy 
public  gatliering,  the  air  was  burdened  with  theu'  im- 
passioned appeals  to  the  masses  to  rise,  and  resist  the 
imaginary  wrongs  threatened  by  the  North,  or,  as  they 
derisively  called  the  friends  of  the  Government,  Yan- 
kees. Every  court-house,  every  church,  every  fiilr- 
ground,  was  vocal  with  traitorous  eloc{uence ;  and  God's 
innocent  air  was  loaded  Avith  execrations  against  a  Gov- 
ernment, the  work  of  their  and  our  fathers,  which  never 
harmed  a  hair  of  their  heads,  and  whose  only  fault  — 
shown  in  the  compromise  measures  of  1833  —  was,  that 
it  had  loved  them,  not  wisely,  but  too  well.  To  tlie 
aspirant  after  place  and  honor,  they  held  out  the  pros- 
pect of  a  separate  Congress,  President,  separate  cabinet 
ministers,  judges,  and  ambassadors  and  consuls  abroad; 
to  the  lovers  of  adventure  and  booty,  they  pointed  to 
the  weak  and  distracted  governments  of  Mexico  and 
the  Central- American  States,  to  their  mines,  their  cotton 
and  sugar  lands,  and  the  ornaments  of  their  churches. 
Their  ambition  grasped  Cuba  ;  and  that  island  Avas  soon 
to  undergo  a  practical  verification  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Ostend  Conference,  Avhich  had  received  the  blind  adhe- 
sion of  the  President  whom  their  votes  had  elected  in 
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185(1.  And  lit  the  rmindatiDn  nt"  tliis  s[)]en(li(I  cliimcra 
of  revolution  unci  (loiuiuion,  tlii'  pivot  on  which  tlie 
whole  structure  was  to  turn,  was  the  idea,  repelled  by 
(iJI  the  accredited  teachers  of  morals  and  public  law, 
that  the  black  man  was  born  to  l)e  a  slave,  and  that  it 
was  to  defy  the  tlccrees  of  God  and  Nature  to  allow  him 
to  be  free." 

]\Ir.  Davis  (/)l'I>.)  of  Kentucky  followed,  on  the  22d 
and  23d,  in  a  verv  lonu"  and  exhaustive  speech  in  oi)po- 
sition.  He  averred  that  "neither  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  nor  the  Constitution  was  ever  intended  to 
embrace  slaves,  nor  any  of  the  negro  race,  nor  any  of 
the  Indian  race,  nor  foreigners.  It  has  been  attempted 
in  this  argument  to  fipply  the  prohibitions  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  foreigners.  It  no  more  embraces  foreigners 
than  it  dues  (luadrujx'ds.  It  no  more  embraces  Indians 
or  slaves,  except  one  or  two  prohibitions  that  are 
intended  to  preserve  the  humanity  of  our  laws,  than  it 
does  quadrupeds  or  wild  beasts.  The  only  partners  to 
our  political  j)artnership  were  the  white  men.  The 
negro  was  no  party,  and  he  cannot  now  constitutionally 
be  any  i)arty,  to  it.  He  was  outside  of  it  at  the  time 
the  Constitution  was  formed,  and  will  be  for  ever,  to 
this  fundamental  law  of  our  Government."' 

Mr.  Sherman  (Kep.)  of  Ohio  spoke  in  su{)port  of 
his  substitute.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  Collamcr  (Kcp.)  of 
Vermont  addressed  the  Senate  in  an  elaborate  and  able 
and  efiective  speech.  "The  slaves,"  he  said,  "are  now 
in  the  possession  and  control  of  their  masters,  except  so 
f;u"  as  our  army  goes.  If  they  try  to  get  away,  espe- 
cially if  they  are  at  any  considerable  distance  from  our 
armies,  their  masters  will  not  allow  them  to  do  it.     Of 
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course,  the  masters  urc  not  i^oinij;  to  ]vt  tlicm  got  away 
to  join  us  to  shoot  them  :  they  will  stop  them,  perhaps 
kill  them  in  the  attempt.  If  we  knew  people  were 
going  from  us  to  join  the  enemy  and  fight  us,  we  should 
not  let  them  go  :  neither  do  they.  Now,  by  this  bill, 
we  say  to  these  slaves,  if  they  are  ever  to  learn  what  we 
do  at  all  (and,  if  they  do  not,  it  can  have  no  effect), 
'  You  need  not  run  any  risk  about  offending  your  master  : 
perhaps  your  master  will  succeed  in  the  Rebellion  ;  and 
you  will  suffer  pretty  hard  if  you  undertake  to  ran  away, 
and  he  catches  you.  You  may  remain  quietly  with  your 
master,  and  not  incur  the  hazard  of  his  displeasure  or 
punishment ;  but  if,  after  all ,  your  master  does  not  suc- 
ceed, you  shall  be  free,  whether  you  help  us  or  not.' 
Is  that  good  policy?  That  is  the  bill.  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  a  very  wise  means  to  the  end,  if  such 
an  end  is  had  in  view,  as  I  suppose." 

Mr.  Sherman  withdrew  his  amendment,  to  enable  the 
senator  from  Vermont  to  submit  his  substitute  ;  and  Mr. 
Trumbull  then  addressed  the  Senate  upon  the  various 
substitutes  proposed.  On  the  29th,  Mr.  Cowan  moved 
"that  all  bills,  substitutes,  and  amendments  relating  to 
the  punishment  of  rebels,  and  the  forfeiture  and  confisca- 
tion of  their  property,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  seven,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  same." 

Mr.  Browning  addressed  the  Senate  at  great  length 
in  earnest  remonstrance  against  the  policy  embodied  in 
these  bills.  On  the  30th,  Mr.  Wilmot  addressed  the 
Senate  in  earnest  advocacy  of  the  bill.  He  said,  "The 
second  section,  that  providing  for  the  emancipation  of 
the  slaves  of  rebels,  I  sustain  in  the  Avhole  length  and 
breadth  of  its  provisions.     While  I  shall  claim  for  the 
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Govenuiiciit  lull  pDWX'r  u^el•  the  suhject  of  shivery,  I 
Avouhl  not  :it  this  time  go  beyond  the  provisions  of  this 
hill.  1  wdiiM  to-d;iy  give  freedom  to  the  slaves  of  every 
traitor  ;  and,  after  that,  would  confidently  look  for  the 
early  adoi)tion  of  the  policy  reconunended  hy  the  Presi- 
dent, gradually  to  work  out  the  great  result  of  unixcisal 
emancipation,  .  .  .  This  great  revolt  against  the  integ- 
rity and  sovereignty  of  the  nation  has  no  other  founda- 
tion than  shuery.  Democratic  government  is  a  perpetual 
danger  to  slavery.  The  government  of  an  oligarchy  is 
demanded,  as  security  for  its  perpetuity  and  power. 
Here  is  the  cause  of  the  Kebellion,  with  its  immense  sac- 
rifices of  life  and  treasure.  .Vmidst  the  sacrifices  of 
this  hour,  this  luiiversal  wreck  of  interests,  shall  the 
slaveholding  traitor  grasp  securely  his  human  chattel  ?  " 
]\rr,  A\'right  (Union)  of  Indiana  followed  in  support 
of  the  policy  of  confiscation.  The  President  stated 
that  the  pending  question  was  the  motion  of  INIr.  Cowan 
to  commit  the  bill  and  all  the  amendments  to  a  special 
committee.  ]Mr.  A\'ilkinson,  ^Nlr.  \\'adc,  Mr.  Ilale, 
and  yiv.  Trumbull,  earnestly  opposed  the  motion  ;  and 
Mr.  Cowan  made  an  equally  earnest  appeal  for  refer- 
ence. ^Ir.  llowai'd  moved  to  sul)init  an  amendment  to 
the  pending  resolution,  in  the  following  words  :  — 

"With  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  confiscatiou  of 
all  tlio  i)roperty  of  the  leading  insurgents,  and  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  slaves  of  all  persons  who  have  taken  up  arms 
against  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection." 

!Mr.  Davis  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "and  the 
emanci|)ation  of  the  slaves  of  all  persons."  The  (juestion 
being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  —  yeas  11,  nays 
29  :  so  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
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]\Ir.  Howard  then  withdrew  his  amendinent,  Tlie  ques- 
tion w\as  taken  on  j\Ir.  Cowan's  motion  to  refer  all  the 
bills  and  amendments  to  a  special  committee,  —  yeas  18, 
nays  22. 

On  the  1st  of  j\Iay,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill ;  the  pending  question  being  Mr.  Colla- 
mer's  substitute.  Mr.  Wilson  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts 
moved  to  strike  out  the  sixth  section  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Collamer,  and  to  substitute  in 
lieu  of  it,  ''That,  in  any  State  in  which  the  inhabitants 
have  by  the  President  been  heretofore  declared  in  a  state 
of  insurrection,  the  President  is  required,  for  the  speedy 
and  more  effectual  suppression  of  said  insurrection, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to 
appoint  a  day  when  all  persons  holden  to  service  in  any 
such  State,  whose  service  is  by  the  law  of  said  State  due 
to  one,  who,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  levy  war 
or  participate  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States, 
or  give  aid  to  the  same,  shall  be  for  ever  free,  any  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  In  support  of  this 
amendment,  jNIr.  Wilson  said,  "I  am  free  to  confess  that 
the  provision  emancipating  the  slaves  of  rebels  is,  Avith 
me,  the  chief  object  of  solicitude.  I  do  not  expect  that 
we  shall  realize  any  large  amount  of  property  by  any 
confiscation  bill  that  we  shall  pass.  After  the  conflict, 
when  the  din  of  battle  has  ceased,  the  humane  and  kindly 
and  charitable  feelings  of  the  country  and  of  the  world 
will  require  us  to  deal  gently  with  the  masses  of  the 
people  wlio  are  engaged  in  this  Reliellion.  It  will  be 
pleaded,  that  wives  and  children  will  suffer  for  the  crimes 
of  husbands  and  fathers;  and  such  appeals  will  have  more 
or  less  effect  upon  the  future  policy  of  the  Government. 

11* 
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But.  sir.  take  from  rcljcl  masters  tlu-ii-  Ijomlmen,  and 
tiHHii  tlic  liour  you  do  so  until  tlu'  end  of  the  world, 
to  'the  last  syllabic  of  recorded  time,'  the  jud^-ment  of 
the  country  and  the  judg'nient  of  the  world  will  sanc- 
tion the  act.  .  .  .  Slavery  is  the  great  rebel,  the  giant 
criminal,  the  murderer  striving  with  bloody  hands  to 
thiMtth'  our  ( ioMTuuR'nt  and  destroy  our  country. 
I^enators  may  talk  round  it,  if  they  i)lease  ;  they  may 
scold  at  its  agents,  and  denounce  its  tools  :  I  care  little 
about  its  agents  or  its  tools.  I  think  not  of  Davis  and 
his  compeers  in  crime  :  I  look  at  the  thing  itself,  —  to 
the  great  rebel  with  hands  dripping  with  the  blood  of  my 
nnu'dered  countrymen.  I  give  the  criminal  no  quarter. 
If  1,  witli  the  liglit  I  have,  could  uttei*  a  word  or  give 
a  vote  to  continue  for  one  moment  the  life  of  the  great 
rebel  that  is  now  striking  at  the  vitals  of  my  country, 
I  should  feel  that  I  was  a  traitor  to  my  native  land, 
and  deser\cd  a  traitor's  doom.  .  .  .  AA'hile  I  would  not 
take  the  lives  of  many,  if  any  ;  while  I  would  not  take 
the  property  of  more  than  the  leaders,  —  I  would  take 
the  bondmen  I'rom  CAcry  rebel  on  the  continent ;  and, 
in  doing  it,  I  should  have  the  sanction  of  my  own  judg- 
ment, the  sanction  of  the  enlightened  world,  the  saneticni 
of  the  coming  ages,  and  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God. 
Every  day,  while  the  world  stands,  the  act  will  be 
approved  and  applauded  by  the  human  heart  all  over 
the  glol)e.  .  .  .  AMien  slavery  is  stricken  down,  tlu'V  will 
come  back  again,  and  offer  their  hands,  red  though  they 
1)0  with  the  blood  of  our  brethren  ;  and  we  shall  forgive 
the  ])ast,  take  them  to  our  bosoms,  and  be  again  one 
peoi)le.  Init,  senators,  keep  slavery  ;  let  it  stand ; 
shrink   I'rcnn   dutv  :    let   men   whose   hands    are   stained 


CERTAIN    SLAVES    TO    BE    MADE    FREE.  127 

with  the  blood  of  our  countrymen,  whose  h(>arts  are  dis- 
loyal to  our  country,  hold  fast  to  the  cliains  that  bind 
three  millions  of  men  in  bondage,  —  and  we  shall  have  an 
enemy  to  hate  us,  ready  to  seize  on  all  fit  opportunities 
to  smite  down  all  that  we  love,  and  again  to  i-aise  their 
disloyal  hands  against  the  perpetuity  of  the  Repuljlic. 
Sir,  I  believe  this  to  be  as  true  as  the  holy  evangehsts 
of  Almighty  God  ;  and  nothing  but  the  ])rejudices  of 
association  on  the  one  side,  or  timidity  on  the  other,  can 
hold  us  back  from  doing  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  coun- 
try in  this  crisis."'  ]Mr.  ^Morrill  made  an  effective  reply 
to  Mr.  Cowan  and  ]Mr.  Collamer,  and  an  earnest  appeal 
for  the  bill.  Mr.  Howe  (Rep.)  of  Wisconsin  expressed 
his  doubts.  Mr.  Davis  again  addressed  the  Senate. 
He  asked  "  that  slaves  should  have  the  same  fate  with 
other  property."  He  did  ''  not  object  to  confiscating 
slaves  with  other  property,  upon  condition  that  the  pro- 
ceeds should  go  into  the  treasury."  .Mr.  Clark  (Rep.) 
of  Xew  Hampshire  would  not  sell  the  confiscated  slaves. 
"You  take,"  he  said,  "a  negro  from  a  rebel,  as  the 
senator  proposes.  He  belongs  to  the  United  States. 
The  senator  contends  that  you  must  sell  him.  You  sell 
him.  Who  buys  him?  Where  do  you  sell  him? 
AVhere  do  you  find  your  market?  Xot  in  a  free  State, 
but  in  a  slave  State.  You  sell  him  to  one  of  these 
slaveholders  ;  and  the  rebels  come  and  seize  him,  and 
have  him  engaged  on  fortifications  in  a  week." 

On  the  2d  of  ^lay,  Mr.  Doolittle  (Rep.)  of  Wiscon- 
sin addressed  the  Senate.  ]Mr.  Wade  made  an  emphatic 
speech  in  favor  of  action.  He  declared,  that  "if  every 
man  in  this  Senate,  if  every  man  in  tliis  Congress,  stood 
forth  as  an  advocate  for  perpetual  and  eternal  slavery,  it 
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^v()llkl  tinly  be  the  poor  iiHtiuinciitalitie.s  of  iimii  fiu,lit- 
iny-  against  (ioil.  (iod  aiul  Nature  lia\e  (k'tcrmined  tlie 
question,  and  we  ^liall  nctt  alfeet  it  much  either  way. 
But  I  tlirow  out  these  hints  to  tliosc  f^'entlcnien  who 
seem  to  beheve  that  the  world  will  not  <ro  round  when 
slavery  is  al)olished.  As  the  Almighty  sometimes  over- 
rules the  w  ickedness  of  man  to  perfeet  a  glorious  end, 
so  the  hand  of  (lod  was  never  more  obvious  than  in 
this  l\ebelliun.  Slavery  might  have  staggered  along 
against  the  iuipr()\enient  of  the  age,  against  the  euminon 
consent  of  mankind,  a  scoff  and  a  byword  on  the  tongue 
of  all  civilized  nations,  for  a  great  many  years  ;  but  this 
Rebellion  has  sealed  its  fate,  and  antedated  the  time  when 
it  becomes  impossible.  You  cannot  escape  from  this  war, 
without  the  emancipation  of  your  negroes.  It  will  not 
be  because  I  am  going  to  preach  it ;  it  will  not  be  be- 
cause I  am  going  to  move  any  thing  iu  that  diriH-tion:  but 
it  is  because  I  see  the  hand  of  God  taking  hold  of  your 
own  delinquency  to  overrule  for  good  what  your  rulers 
meant  for  evil.  Proslavery  men  seem  to  snp[)ose  that 
the  liuler  of  the  universe  is  a  proslavery  Being  ;  but,  if 
I  have  not  mistaken  him  greatly,  he  is  at  least  a  grad- 
ual emancipationist."  j\Ir.  CoUamer  followed  in  reply 
to  Mr.  A\'ade,  and  in  support  of  liis  amendment.  He 
declared  that  ''  our  legislation  should  be  consecutive  and 
in  certain  ])rogress,  rising  from  step  to  stej),  as  the 
necessities  of  the  occasion  may  require;'"  and  he  "had 
attempted  to  frame'  his  bill  on  that  principle."'  The 
sixth  section  provided,  when  tiie  insurrection  has  existed 
six  montlis,  "then,  in  that  case,  the  President  is  author- 
izi'd,  if  in  his  opinion  it  is  necessary  to  the  successful 
sup})ression  of  said  insurrection,  by  proclamation  to  fix 
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and  appoint  a  clay  when  all  persons  lioklen  to  service  or 
labor  in  any  such  State,  or  part  thereof,  as  he  shall 
declare,  Avhose  service  or  labor  is  bv  the  law  or  custom 
of  said  State  due  to  any  person  or  persons,  who,  after  the 
day  so  fixed  by  said  proclamation,  shall  levy  war  or  par- 
ticipate in  insurrection,  shall  be  free. " — "It  is  proposed," 
he  said,  "by  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  that  the 
section  shall  be  entirely  changed.  By  this  amendment, 
the  proclamation  is  made  a  matter  of  no  consequence  at 
all.  The  President  is  left  no  discretion  about  it.  It  is 
a  simple  declaration,  that,  in  thirty  days,  the  President 
shall  issue  a  proclamation,  fixing  a  day  when  the  slaves 
shall  be  free, — the  slaves  of  any  person  who  shall  be 
engaged  in  rebellion  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  not 
after  the  time  fixed  by  proclamation.  .  .  .  The  honorable 
senator  from  Massachvisetts,  and  the  honorable  senator 
from  Ohio,  seem  never  to  ha^e  understood  the  explana- 
tion which  I  gave  before,  and  I  do  not  know  that  they 
ever  will.  Perhaps  it  is  because  they  do  not  want  to 
understand  it.  The  honorable  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts especially,  in  offering  his  amendment  and  in  speak- 
ing upon  it  yesterday,  seemed  to  be  set  upon  the  idea, 
—  he  entertains  it  strongly,  and  he  expresses  it  strongly, 
as  belongs  to  him, — that  the  existence  of  slavery 
and  the  existence  of  this  country  under  the  General 
Government  are  incompatible.  I  shall  not  misrepre- 
sent him  :  I  may  have  misunderstood  him  ;  but,  if  I 
did  understand  him,  that  is  his  belief.  He  thinks 
slavery  is  the  origin  of  all  the  difficulty,  and  that  the 
trouble  will  continue  as  long  as  it  exists  ;  and  he  comes 
in  with  this  amendment,  to  effect  —  Avhat  ?  That 
purpose,  of  course."     Mr.  Saulsbury  (Dcm.)  of  Dela- 
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Avai-e  [)i-r»lictr(l  "  that  in  LsTO,  let  this  war  terminate  as 
it  may,  wluther  you  conquer  the  seceded  States  or  not, 
if  local  State  governments  are  preserved  in  this  country, 
there  will  then  be  more  slaves  in  the  United  States  than 
there  were  in  iNdO.  ...  1  presume  that  local  State  gov- 
ernments will  he  j>rcserve(l.  W  they  are,  if  the  peo[)le 
ha\e  a  right  to  make  their  own  laws  and  to  govern 
themselves,  —  and  I  presume  that  even  my  friend  from 
^Massachusetts  w  ill  not  object  to  that,  —  they  will  not  only 
re-enslave  every  person  that  you  attempt  to  set  free,  but 
they  will  re-enslave  the  whole  race.  I  do  not  mean  to 
suji'gest  a  thing  that  I  will  not  favor  :  I  take  all  the  re- 
sponsibility  of  the  utterance  in  my  own  person.  I  say  to 
you,  sir,  and  I  say  to  the  country,  that  if  you  send  five 
thousand  slaves  into  the  State  of  Delaware,  — we  have 
got  about  two  thousand  slaves  now,  and  we  have  about 
twenty  thousand  free  negroes,  — if  you  send  five  thousand 
more  of  that  class  of  people  among  us,  contrary  to  our 
law,  contrary  to  our  will,  I  avow  upon  the  floor  of  the 
American  Senate,  that  I  will  go  before  my  people  for  en- 
slaving the  whole  race,  because  I  say  that  this  country  is 
the  white  man's  country,  (jod,  nature,  everything,  has 
made  a  distinction  between  the  white  man  and  the  negro  ; 
and  by  your  k'gislation  you  cannot  bring  up  a  filthy 
negro  to  the  elevation  of  the  white  man,  if  you  try  to 
put   him    upon    that    platform." 

The  Senate,  on  the  5th  of  May,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill ;  and  ]\Ir.  Howe  of  Wisconsin 
spoke  in  op})osition  to  it,  and  in  reply  to  several 
senators.  ]\Ir.  Foster  (Rep.)  of  Connecticut  followed 
in  a  review  of  the  bill  and  amendments,  and  in  sup- 
port of  ]Mr.  Collamer's  substitute. 
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On  the  Gth,  die  Senate  liaving  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  ]\Ir.  Wilson  withdrew  his  amendment 
to  the  sixth  section  of  JNlr.  CoUamer's  amendment,  and 
moved  an  amendment  in  eight  sections  as  a  substitute 
for  INlr.  CoUamer's  substitute  for  the  original  bill.  Mr. 
Wilson,  in  explanation  of  the  sixth  section  relating  to 
slavery,  said,  that  "  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from 
Vermont  provides  for  dischai'ging  the  slaves  of  persons 
under  certain  conditions  j  that  is,  that  the  President 
may  do  it  if  he  deems  it  necessary  for  the  suppression 
of  the  Rebellion.  He  puts  it  in  the  discretion  of  the 
President.  My  amendment  makes  it  imperative  upon 
the  President  to  issue  his  proclamation,  immediately 
after  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  fix  a  day,  not  more  than 
thirty  days  after  the  act  is  passed,  when  the  slaves  of  all 
persons  who'  engage  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  after 
they  have  had  the  warning  of  thirty  days,  after  the 
time  is  fixed,  shall  be  made  free."  Mr.  Clark  said, 
"  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  senator  from  ^Nlassa- 
chusetts,  it  strikes  me,  is  an  important  one.  I  think  it 
goes  a  good  way  towards  harmonizing  some  of  the 
differences  in  the  minds  of  senators.  If  there  could  be 
time  for  considering  it  ftuther,  or  for  maturing  it, 
or  if  it  were  sent  to  a  committee  to  perfect  it,  it 
seems  to  me  the  Senate  might  readily  come  to  some 
conclusion  that  would  be  satisfactory.  I  will  move 
that  the  whole  subject,  this  amendment  and  all  the 
other  bills,  be  committed  to  a  select  committee  of  five, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  perfected."  Mr.  Sumner 
(Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  suggested  that  the  commit- 
tee should  consist  of  seven  members  ;  and  Mr.  Clark 
accepted  that  suggestion.     Mr.  Hale  said,  "  There  is  a 
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diffii'iiltv  in  my  iiiiiid  in  rcuurd  to  the  aiiu'iidmciit  of 
the  senator  Iroiii  Massucliusett.-?.  I  think  I  have  been 
as  anxious  and  as  earnest  as  anybody  to  advance  the 
cause  of  free  ])riuci{)lcs,  so  far  as  might  be  tlone  con- 
sistently \\ith  tht'  ri^'hts  we  owe  uncU'r  the  Constitution  ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  the  machinery  of  tlie  sixth  section 
of  the  amendment  of  the  senator  fnjm  ]\Iassacluisetts  is 
objectionable  to  the  excejttion  that  it  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Constitution.''  Mr.  Wilson  said,  in 
response  to  ]\Ir.  Hale,  "  Slavery  has  made  this  Rebel- 
lion, and  alone  is  responsible  for  it ;  and  yet  such  has 
been  the  ovei'shadowing  power  of  slavery,  so  omnipotent 
has  it  been  in  these  halls  and  over  this  Government, 
that  when  we,  who  are  the  children  of  democratic  in- 
stitutions, who  liave  in  our  blood,  in  our  beinu;-,  in  our 
very  souls,  love  of  liberty,  and  hatred  of  oppression, 
arc  called  upon  to  act ;  when  our  brethren  have  been 
foully  murdered,  and  wl\es  and  cliiidren  and  lathers  are 
bowed  in  a<>'ony  of  soul  all  oxer  the  country  ;  when  the 
existence  of  this  nation  is  threatened  by  this  system  of 
slavery, — when  we,  under  all  these  circumstances,  are 
called  upon  to  deal  with  it,  such  is  its  lingering  power 
over  even  us,  that  we  can  take  rebel  li^es,  take  rebel 
property,  take  any  thing  and  every  thing,  but  are  re- 
luctant to  touch  slavery,  the  cause  of  all.  Sir,  if  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  fail  to  free  the 
slaves  of  rebel  masters,  the  men  who  are  endeavoring  to 
destroy  the  national  life,  I  believe  Congress  will  fail  to 
do  the  duties  of  the  hour,  — ^.thc  duties  that  the  nation 
and  God  require  at  their  hands.  I  feel  deeply  upon 
this  question.  The  conviction  is  upon  me,  that  this  is 
the   path   of  duty  to  my  country,  and   that   the  future 
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peace  of  tlie  nation  requires  that  this  slave  interest 
shall  be  broken  down  ;  and  now  is  the  opportunity,  — 
an  opportunity  that  only  comes  to  nations  once  in  ages. 
It  comes  to  us  now.  Let  us  hail  and  improve  it." 
]\lr.  Hale  said,  in  reply,  "I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as 
anybody,  within  the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  to  cripple 
slavery  ;  and  I  think  the  Government  ought  to  make 
use  of  that  as  a  physical  agency  in  suppressing  the 
Rebellion,  when  it  is  brought  in  cjjntact  against  it.  All 
that  I  suggested  to  the  senator  was,  that  I  did  not 
think  the  machinery  he  had  prescribed  in  this  sixth  sec- 
tion was  precisely  the  mode  and  manner  of  doing  the 
thing ;  because  it  does  not  look  like  a  war  measure, 
and  it  does  not  look  like  availing  ourselves  of  the  phys- 
ical assistance  of  that  body  of  men,  Ijut  it  is  simply  in 
the  form  of  a  judicial  trial  for  crime,  and  pronounces, 
as  a  punishment  for  crime,  the  liberation  of  the  slaves. 
Sir,  this  new  Rejwblican  party  came  into  power  upon 
the  destruction  of  two  parties  that  had  been  false  on 
this  subject ;  and  now,  whatever  party  may  succeed 
this  Republican  party,  —  and  God  only  knows  what  it 
will  be,  —  I  hope  that  they  may  not  write  on  our  tomb- 
stones that  we  split  on  the  rock  on  which  our  prede- 
cessors did ;  and  that  is  in  Avant  of  fidelity  to  our 
declared  principles.  If  there  is  one  principle  that  we 
have  declared  often,  early,  and  long,  it  is  fidelity  to  the 
Constitution,  — to  its  requirements  and  its  restrictions. 
The  mourners  go  about  the  streets  in  all  the  places  that 
used_  to  be  the  high  places  of  power  (jf  those  two  old 
parties,  mourning  over  their  derelictions  ;  and  I  trust 
that  will  not  be  left  to  us.  No,  sir  :  let  us,  under  the 
flag,  —  the  old  flag,  —  under  the  Constitution,  —  the  old 
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Ct)nstitiiti(>n,  —  carry  on  tlic  warfare  in  wliicli  we  are 
enc:»V2:<.'»l  ;  and,  if  \\e  tail,  \vt'  shall  nut  tail  heeausc  the 
Consititiition  does  nut  give  us  power  enoujih,  but 
because  we  are  recreant,  and  do  not  use  the  power  that 
it  does  give  us." 

Mr.  llairis  would  vote  for  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Clark  to  I'onunit  all  the  bills  and  auienchneuts  to  a 
special  connnittee.  "The  recomniittal,"  said  Mr. 
A\'ade,  "  of  this  bill,  after  it  has  been  for  four  months 
under  oiu*  consideration,  and  at  a  [x-riod  which  1  hope 
is  towards  the  end  of  this  session,  Avill  be  a  proclama- 
tion to  the  peoj)le  that  will  fill  them  with  more  de- 
spondency for  your  Government  than  the  loss  of  half 
a  dozen  battles  ;  and  it^  will  be  viewed  with  as  much 
regret  by  all  the  loyal  jieople  in  the  seceded  States  as 
by  those  in  the  Xorthern  States." — "The  senator 
from  Ohio  knows  well,"  said  Mr.  Sunnier,  "  that  I 
always  difficr  from  him  with  regret ;  he  knows  also  that 
I  differ  from  him  very  rarely  ;  but  1  do  differ  from  him 
to-day.  I  shall  not  follow  him  in  what  he  has  said 
on  the  constitutional  question  ;  nor  shall  I  follow  the 
senator  from  New^  Hampshire  in  what  he  has  said  on 
that  question.  The  precise  [mint  on  which  we  are  to 
vote,  as  I  understand  it,  has  been  stated  by  the 
senator  from  Xew  York.  It  is,  Shall  the  pending  bill 
and  all  the  associate  propositions  and  amendments  be 
referred  to  a  select  connnittee,  with  instructions  to 
report  forthwith  ?  Sir,  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  present 
stage  of  this  discussion,  the  time  has  arrived  for  such  a 
motion."  Mr.  Trnmbull  was  opposed  to  reconnnitting 
the  bill  to  a  special  connnittee;  but  "senators  tavt)rable 
to   the  bill  insist  upon  it :  I  can  only  acquiesce ;  and 
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that  I  Jc.>ire  to  do  gracefully."  Explanatory  speeches 
were  then  made  by  Messrs.  Ten  Eyck,  Foster,  AVade, 
Collaraer,  Fessenden,  and  Cowau.  Mr.  AMlson  moved 
to  amend  ]Mr.  Clark's  motion,  so  that  the  committee 
should  consist  of  nine  members  ;  and  iSIr.  Clark  ac- 
cepted the  amendment.  Mr.  Foster  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  ;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted—  yeas  24,  nays  14.  The  President  appointed 
as  the  committee,  —  Mr.  Clark,  chairman;  ]\Ir.  Col- 
lamer,  Mr.  Trumbull,  ^Nlr.  Cowan,  ]Mr.  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman,  ]Mr.  Hen- 
derson, and  ]Mr.  Willey.  ]Mr.  Trumbull,  at  his  own 
request,  Avas  excused  ;  and  Mr.  Harlan  was  appointed 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Conmiittee,  re- 
ported "  a  bill  to  suppress  insurrection,  and  punish 
treason  and  rebellion  ;  "  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  several  bills  referred 
to  the  committee.  On  the  lOth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clark, 
the  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  li*,  took  it  up  for  consid- 
eration. The  bill  provided,  that  at  any  time,  after  the 
passage  of  the  act,  the  President  might  issue  his  proclama- 
tion, proclaiming  that  the  slaves  of  persons  found,  thirty 
days  after  the  issuing  of  the  proclamation,  in  arms  against 
the  Government,  will  be  free,  any  law  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  ;  that  no  slave  escaping  from  his  master  shall 
be  given  up,  unless  the  claimant  proves  he  has  not  given 
aid  or  comfort  to  the  Rebellion  ;  and  that  the  President 
shall  be  authorized  to  employ  persons  of  African  descent 
for  the  suppi'ession  of  the  Rebellion.  ]\lr.  Davis  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words,  "and  all  his 
slaves,    if  any  shall    be   declared   and   made   free."  — 
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''Then,"  ronKukcd  Mi-.  Clark,  ''as  I  umlerstand  it,  the 
ol»j(H-tiiiu  is,  IK  it  that  we  take  the  nej^n^  from  tlic  master 
hv  WAX  (if  |iiini>hiiu'iit,  hut  that  "we  do  not  ^'ive  him  to 
somehody  else,  or  put  him  into  the  puhlic  treasury."  — 
"Yes,  sir,"  repHed  Mr.  Davis,  "that  is  the  objection; 
that  you  (h)  not  sell  the  ney,ro,  —  do  not  appropriate  the 
negro  as  you  would  other  property."  The  question  was 
taken  on  Mr.  Davis's  motion, — yeas  7,  nays  31.  Mr. 
Sumner  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  all  al'tt'r 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  original  bill,  and  inserting  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  new  bill.  lie  then  addressed 
the  Senate  in  an  elaborate,  exhaustive,  and  elocjuent 
speech.  "  There  is  a  saying,"  said  ]\Ir.  Sunnier,  "  often 
repeated  by  statesmen,  and  often  recorded  by  })ublieists, 
which  embodies  the  direct  object  of  the  war  which  we  arc 
now  unhappily  compelled  to  wage, — an  object  sometimes 
avowed  in  European  wars,  and  more  than  once  made 
a  watchword  in  our  own  ccnintry,  —  '  indenmity  for  the 
past,  and  security  for  the  futui*c.'  Such  should  be 
our  comprehensive  aim  ;  nor  more,  nor  less.  A\  ithout 
indemnity  for  the  past,  this  war  will  have  been  waged 
at  our  cost.  AVithout  security  for  the  future,  this  war 
will  have  been  waged  in  vain.  Treasure  and  blodd  will 
have  been  lavished  for  nothing.  But  indemnity  and 
security  are  both  means  to  an  end  ;  and  that  end  is  the 
national  nnity  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  not  enough  if  we  })reserve  the  Consti- 
tution at  the  expense  of  the  national  unity;  nor  is  it 
enough  if  we  enforce  the  national  unity  at  the  ex[)ense 
of  the  Constitution,  lioth  nnist  be  maintained.  Both 
will  be  maintained,  if  we  do  not  fail  to  take  counsel  of 
that  prudent  courage  which   is   never  so   much  needed 
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as  at  a  inoment  like  tlie  present.  In  declaring  the 
slaves  tree,  you  will  at  once  do  more  than  in  any  other 
Avay,  whetiier  to  conquer,  to  })acify,  to  punish,  or  to 
bless  :  you  will  take  from  the  Keljellion  its  mainspring 
of  activity  and  strength  ;  you  will  stop  its  chief  source 
of  pro-sisions  and  supplies  ;  you  will  remove  a  motive 
and  temptation  to  prolonged  resistance  ;  and  you  ^vill 
destroy  for  ever  that  disturbing  influence,  which,  so  long 
as  it  is  allowed  to  exist,  will  keep  this  land  a  volcano, 
ever  ready  to  break  forth  anew.  But,  while  accom- 
plisliing  this  work,  you  will  at  the  same  time  do  an  act 
of  wise  economy,  giving  new  value  to  all  the  lands  of 
slavery,  and  opening  untold  springs  of  weidth  ;  and  you 
will  also  do  an  act  of  justice,  destined  to  raise  our  na- 
tional name  more  than  any  triumph  of  war  or  any  skill 
in  peace.  God,  in  his  beneficence,  oflers  to  nati(jns,  as 
to  individuals,  opportunity,  opportunitij,  orrouTUXiTY, 
which,  of  all  things,  is  most  to  be  desired.  Never  be- 
fore in  history  has  he  offei-ed  such  as  is  now  ours.  Do 
not  fail  to  seize  it.  The  blow  with  which  we  smite  an 
accursed  rebellion  will  at  the  same  time  enrich  and 
bless  ;  nor  is  there  any  prosperity  or  happiness  which  it 
Avill  not  scatter  abundantly  throughout  the  land.  And 
such  an  act  will  be  an  epoch  marking  the  change  from 
barbarism  to  civilization.  By  the  old  rights  of  war, 
still  prevalent  in  Africa,  freemen  Avere  made  slaves ; 
but  by  the  rights  of  war,  which  I  ask  you  to  declare, 
slaves  will  be  made  freemen." 

Mr.  Davis  said,  "I  have  an  amendment  to  offer,  to 
come  in  at  the  close  of  the  bill,  —  that  no  slave  shall 
be  emancipated  under  this  act  until  such  slave  shall  be 
taken  into  the  possession  of  some  ngent  of  the  United 
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States,  and  be  in  transilu,  to  be  colonized  without  tlic 
United  States  of  America,"  —  yeas  fi,  nays  80.  ]\Ii-. 
Saiilsl>ury  nii>\ed  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section  of"  tiie 
bill.  Mr.  rniiuliull  would  \iite  with  the  scnatoi"  I'roni 
Delaware  ti^  strike  out  the  section,  lie  hoped  the  friends 
of  Ji  really  efHrit'ut  measure  Avould  vote  to  strike  it  out. 
"  I  would,"  he  said,  "free  the  skives  of  all  ^\  ho  shall 
continue  in  arms  after  the  passag'e  of  the  act.  That 
■woidd  be  my  [)ro[)osition  ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  how 
it  is,  when  these  men  are  with  arms  in  their  hands,  a3 
the  senator  from  Xew  Hampshire  said,  shooting  our 
brothers  and  oiu"  sons,  that  we  can  insist  upon  holding 
their  negroes  hi  their  j)osscssion  to  enable  them  to 
shoot  our  sons  and  our  brothers,"'  Mr.  A\'ilson  said, 
"The  motion  that  has  been  made,  and  what  has  been 
said  upon  it,  impose  upon  me  the  necessity  of  making 
now^  a  moti(ju  that  I  intended  to  make  at  sometime; 
and  that  is,  to  strike  out  in  the  ninth  section  the 
words  '  at  any  time,'  in  the  first  line,  and  insert  '  imme- 
diately ; '  and  to  strike  out  the  word  '  whenever,'  in  the 
second  line  ;  and,  in  the  third  and  fourth  lines,  to  strike 
out  '  shall  deem  it  necessary  for  the  suj)pression  of  this 
licbellion,  he  :  '  so  that  the  section,  if  amended  as  I  pro- 
pose, will  read,  'That,  innnediately  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  issue 
his  proclamation,  commanding  all  persons  innnediately 
to  lay  down  their  arms,'  making  it  imperative.  I  think, 
that,  since  this  bill  was  re])orted,  there  are  reasons  why 
I  shall  vote  that  way."  ^Nlr.  Clark  said,  "The  Senate, 
perha[)s,  will  pardon  me  for  saying,  that,  in  the  commit- 
tee, the  original  proposition  stood  as  the  senator  I'rom 
Massachusetts  proposes  now  to  have  it  :  but  we  found 
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that  the  measure  now  reported  was  the  measure  upon 
which  we  coukl  agree,  and  that  we  could  not  agree  upon 
any  other  measure  ;  and  therefore  it  was  reported  as  it 
stands  here.  I  shall  -^^ote  for  the  proposition  as  it  stands 
in  the  bill,  for  that  reason."  —  "1  shall,"  said  Mr.  Cow- 
an, "oppose  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and  I  believe  that  I  sliall  vote  to  strike  out  the 
section  :  and  I  shall  do  so  for  a  very  simple  reason  ;  and 
that  is,  that  it  is  utterly  valueless  in  the  bill."  He 
thouo'ht  "the  President  and  his  oenerals,  under  the  war 
power,  clothed  with  ample  authority."  INIr.  Sumner 
was  "  very  glad  to  hear  the  senator  make  that  declara- 
tion, that  Gen.  Plunter,  in  his  opinion,  has  the  power." 
"If,"  said  Mr.  Cowan,  "  the  senator  from  Massachusetts 
wants  an  exceedingly  fine  point  to  stand  upon,  I  will 
allow  him  the  benefit  of  it.  I  hope  he  understands  me  ; 
and  I  hope,  too,  that  he  is  honorable  and  manly  enough 
to  understand  what  I  say  in  its  true  sense.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  Gen.  Hunter  has  the  powder  as  against 
the  will  of  the  President,  his  superior ;  but  I  mean  to 
say  that  the  President,  the  commander-in-chief  of  tlie 
army,  and  the  generals  of  the  army,  acting  in  obedience 
to  that  superior  authority,  liaAC  the  power." 

Mr.  Fessenden  (Rep.)  of  jMaine  supported  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Select  Committee.  jNIr.  Wade  said,  "I 
do  not  know  that  we  shall  get  any  thing  ;  but,  if  we  only 
get  this  bill,  we  shall  get  next  to  nothing."  Mr.  Willey 
opposed  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  of  rebels  by 
})roclamations.  On  the  20th,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill ;  and  jNIr.  Da^is  addressed 
the  Senate  in  a  very  lengthy  speech,  consuming  tlie 
day,   in  opposition  to  the  measure. 
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In  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  on  tlie  2d  of  De- 
eenibcr,  INGI,  ]\Ir.  Kliot  (Kep.)  of  ^Massachusetts  intro- 
ducetl,  on  leave,  a  joint  resolution,  setting  forth,  that 
Avliile  we  disehiini  all  power  under  the  Constitution  to 
interfere  by  'ordinary  legislation  with  the  institutions  of 
the  States,  yet  the  war  now  existing  nuist  be  eondueted 
according  to  the  usages  and  rights  of  militai-y  ser\  ice  : 
"That  therefore  we  do  hereby  declare  the  l*resident,  as 
the  commander-in-chief  of  oiu*  army,  and  the  officers  in 
command  under  him,  have  the  right  to  emancipate  all 
persons  held  as  slaves  in  any  military  district  in  a  state 
of  insurrection  against  the  National  Government ;  and 
that  we  respectfully  advise  that  such  order  of  emancipa- 
tion be  issued,  whenever  the  same  will  a\ail  to  \\eaken 
the  power  of  the  rebels  in  arms,  or  to  strengthen  the 
military  power  of  the  loyal  forces."  ]\Ir.  Dunn  (Rep.) 
of  Indiana  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 
INIr.  Yallandigham  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  ;  and  they  were  ordered,  —  yeas  56,  nays  70. 
!Mr.  Roscoe  Conkling  (Rep.)  of  New  York  moved  to 
amend  the  I'csohition  so  as  to  confine  it  to  slaves  held  l)y 
disloyal  persons.  ]Mr.  Stevens  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania 
mo\ed  the  ])ostponement  of  the  resolution  to  the  10th; 
and  his  motion  was  agreed  to.  ^Nlr.  Campbell  (Rep.) 
of  Pennsylvania  introduced  a  resolution  declaring  that 
Congress  should  confiscate  the  property,  slaves  included, 
of  all  rebels  ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  postjjoned  to  the 
10th.  ]\Ir.  Ste\ens  of  Pennsylvania  offered  a  resolution 
setting  forth  that  slavery  has  caused  the  Rebellion  ;  that 
there  can  be  no  solid  and  [jcrmauent  peace  and  union  so 
long  as  it  exists  ;  that  slaves  are  used  as  an  essential 
means    of   su])porting    the    war;    that,   by   the   law  of 
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nations,  it  is  right  to  liberate  the  slaves  of  an  enemy  to 
weaken  his  power ;  and  that  the  President  be  requested 
to  declare  free,  and  to  direct  all  our  generals  to  order 
freedom  to,  all  shiACs  who  shall  leave  their  masters,  or 
who  shall  aid  in  quelling  the  Rebellion.  The  resolution 
of  Mr.  Stevens  was  postponed  to  the  10th,  —  the  day 
fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  introduced 
by  ]Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Campbell. 

On  the  3d,  Mr.  Gurley  (Eep.)  of  Ohio  gave  no- 
tice of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  confiscate 
the  property  and  make  free  the  slaves  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Conway  (Rep.)  of 
Kansas,  on  the  4th,  introduced  a  resolution  touching 
the  treatment  of  slaves  in  the  seceded  States  ;  and  it 
was  postponed  to  the  10th  for  consideration.  Mr. 
Bingham  (Rep.)  of  Ohio  introduced  a  bill  to  confiscate 
the  property  and  free  the  slaves  of  rebels  ;  and,  on  his 
motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  of 
which  he  Avas  a  member.  On  the  12th  of  December, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion introduced  by  jNIr.  Eliot  the  first  day  of  the 
session.  Mr.  Eliot  addressed  the  House  in  an  earnest 
speech  in  favor  of  expressing,  at  the  earliest  moment, 
the  judgment  of  the  House  and  the  people.  "It 
is  no  time,"  he  said,  "for  set  speech.  The  times  them- 
selves are  not  set.  Speech  is  demanded,  but  such 
as  ^  shall  crystallize  into  acts  and  deeds.  Thoughts 
of  men  go  beyond  the  form  of  words  into  the  realities  of 
things."  Mr.  Eliot  deplored  the  modification  of  Fre- 
mont's proclamation.  The  slaves  stood  "  with  arms 
stretched  out  to  us,  yearning  to  help  us.  The  shackles 
have  fallen  from  their  limbs  ;   and,  as  they  work  for  the 
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GovernnR'ut,  It  iloc:!;  uut  need  th;it  1  .sliuukl  siiy  to  you, 
that  thenceforth  and  for  evermore  they  become  free  men." 
^Ir.  Steele  (l)cni.)  of  New  Yoik  dcnii'd  the  pi-oposition 
that  t^hivery  \va.s  the  cause  of  tliis  w  :ir.  "  J  dechu-e,"  he 
said,  "that  the  unnecessary  aiiitaticm  of  the  shivery 
question  was  the  cause  of  the  war.''  Mr.  (yonway, 
(Rep.)  of  Kansas  followed  ]\Ir.  Steele  in  a  speech  of 
rare  eloquence  and  power.  He  declared  that  "  tlie  inex- 
orable and  eternal  condition  of  tlie  life  of  s]a\cry  is,  that 
it  must  not  only  hold  its  o^\^l,  but  it  must  get  more. 
Such  is  the  unchangeable  law,  developed  from  the  con- 
flict of  slavery  Avith  the  order  of  justice  :  and  no  one  is 
competent  to  render  a  judgment  in  the  case  wlio  docs 
not  recognize  it.  Sir,  we  cannot  afford  to  despise  the 
opinion  of  the  civilized  -world  in  this  matter.  Our 
present  policy  narrows  our  cause  d(n\ii  to  an  ignol)le 
stniggle  for  mere  physical  supremacy  ;  and  for  this  the 
world  can  have  no  genuine  respect.  Our  claim  of 
authority,  based  on  a  trivial  technicality  about  the  proper 
distinction  I)etwecn  a  Federal  Government  and  a  mere 
confederacy,  amounts  to  nothing.  The  human  mind  has 
outgrown  that  superstitious  reverence  for  government 
of  anv  kliui  wliicli  makes  rebellion  a  crime  per  se  ;  and 
right  of  secession,  or  no  right  of  secession,  what  the 
world  demands  to  know  in  the  case  is,  upon  which  side 
does  the  morality  of  the  question  lie?  As  a  bloody  and 
brutal  encounter  between  slaveholders  for  dominion,  it 
is  jnstly  offensive  to  the  enlightened  and  Christian  sen- 
timent of  the  age.  Yet  the  fate  of  nations,  no  less  than 
that  of  individuals,  is  moulded  by  the  actions,  and  these 
by  the  opinions,  of  mankind.  So  that  public  o[)inion  is 
the  real  sovereign,  after  all ;  and  no  policy  can  be  \^qv- 
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manently  successful  wliich  defies  or  disregards  it.  The 
human  mind,  wherever  found,  however  limited  in  devel- 
opment or  rude  in  culture,  is  essentially  logical ;  the 
heart,  however  hardened  by  selfishness  or  sin,  has  a 
chord  to  be  touched  in  sympathy  with  suffering ;  and 
the  conscience  has  its  'still  small  voice,'  which  never 
dies,  to  whisper  to  both  heart  and  understanding  of 
eternal  justice.  Therefore,  in  an  age  of  free  thought 
and  free  expression,  the  brain  and  heart  and  conscience 
of  mankind  are  the  lords  who  rule  the  rulers  of  the 
world  ;  and  no  mean  attribute  of  statesmanship  is  quick- 
ness to  discern  and  promptness  to  interpret  and  improve 
the  admonitions  of  this  august  trinity." 

]Mr.  Harding  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky,  on  the  17th,  spoke 
earnestly  against  the  resolution,  and  the  policy  of  eman- 
cipating the  slaves  of  rebels.  He  emphatically  asserted 
that  "  a  war  upon  the  institution  of  slavery  would  be 
not  only  unconstitutional  and  revolutionary,  not  only 
a  criminal  violation  of  the  plighted  faith  of  Congress 
and  of  the  Administration,  but  utterly  at  war  with  every 
principle  of  sound  policy.  Whoever  lives  to  see  that, 
fearful  and  mad  policy  inaugurated,  will  see  the  sun  of 
American  liberty  go  d(jwn  in  clouds  and  darkness,  to 
rise  no  more.  The  last  hope  of  a  restoration  of  the 
Union  —  the  last  hope  of  free  government  upon  this 
continent  —  will  then  sink,  and  utterly  perish.  If  the 
war,  righteously  begun  for  the  preservation  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Union,  should  be  changed  to  an  anti- 
slavery  war,  then  Kentucky  will  unitedly  make  war 
upon  that  war ;  and,  if  an  army  from  the  North  shoukl 
move  toward  Kentucky  to  visit  upon  her  the  honors 
of  a  war  for  emancipation,  then  Kentucky  will  meet 
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tli:it  ariii\-  at  the  tlircsliuld,  ili.-piite  on  cry  inch  of  ^Toiind, 
Imni  e-\iiv  hhuli'  of  grass,  and  resist  to  the  hist  ex- 
tremity." Mr.  Kelh)gijf  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  moved  to 
refer  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Kliot  and  ail  other  kindred 
jiropositions  to  the  fludiciary  Committee, — yeas  77, 
nays  ."»?. 

Mr.  lliekman  (Rep.)  of  Rennsyh ania,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  20th  of  Marcli 
reported  hack  th(!  resolutions  and  bills  referred  to  the 
connnittee,  with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  not 
])ass.  Mr.  BinLi'ham  submitted  a  minority  report,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  bill  he  had  iuti'oduced  early  in  the 
session.  This  substitute  declared  free,  and  for  ever 
released  from  servitude,  the  slaves  of  persons  giving  aid 
to  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Porter  (Rep.)  of  Indiana  moved 
to  amend  the  substitute  bv  strikini"'  it  out,  and  insertinij 
the  bill  jii'oposed  by  Mr.  Sherman  of  Ohio  in  the 
Senate.  Mr.  Porter  said  that  "the  gentleman  from 
C)hio  (Mr.  liingham),  out  of  his  honest  and  implacable 
hatred  of  slavery,  desires,  through  the  provisions  of  his 
^mendnu'ut,  to  give  it  a  stimning  blow.  A\'hile  my 
amendment  is  aimed  only  at  weakening  the  Rebellion,  it 
will  go,  })erhaps,  very  far  towards  the  end  which  the 
gentleman  desires  to  see  accom})lished.  The  slaveholders 
in  the  rebel  service  are  chiefly  among  the  officers.  Few 
])rivates  own  slaves."  Mr.  Porter  then  moved  to  re- 
e(»muiit  the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  the  bill  he 
had  offered  as  a  substitute.  ]\Ir.  Walton  (Rep.)  of 
Vermont  mo\ed  to  auictHJ  the  instructions,  so  that  tlie 
connnittee  shall  be  instructed  to  report  back  ]Mr.  Colla- 
iner's  bill,  —  yc^as  8o,  nays  G9.  On  ]Mr.  Porter's  motion, 
tlie  yeas  were  '2')  ;   the  nays,  73. 
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On  the  23d  of  April,  ^Nlr.  Sheffield  of  Rhode  Island 
moved  to  lay  ]Mr.  Bingham's  amendment  on  the  table, 
—  yeas  54,  nays  49.  Mr.  Olin  (Rep.)  of  Xew  York 
moved  to  refer  the  bills  and  resolutions  reported  back 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  a  special  com- 
mittee of  seven.  Mr.  Colfax  (Rep.)  of  Indiana  "  plead- 
ed only  for  action."  He  would  cheerfully  support  IMr. 
Trumbull's  bill,  or  the  bill  of  Mr.  Sherman.  "I  can 
vote,"  he  declared,  "  for  nearly  any  one  of  them,  variant 
as  their  provisions  are."  jNIr.  Dunn  of  Indiana  would 
"  adopt  a  moderate  but  steadfast  policy."  jNlr.  Bing- 
ham eloquently  appealed  f  )r  such  legislation  as  should 
punish  treason,  and  give  security  and  repose  to  the 
countrv.  "  I  beg  o;entleraen  to  consider  that  whoever 
lays  violent  hands  upon  the  fabric  of  just  civil  govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  its  overthrow,  lays  violent 
hands  upon  the  very  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  living 
God,  and  forfeits  and  should  be  deprived  at  once  of 
pi'operty  and  life.  AVhy,  sir,  there  is  no  interest  visible 
to  the  eye  of  man  this  side  of  the  grave  more  important 
to  all  classes,  old  and  young,  to  the  innocent  and  guilty 
alike,  than  a  wise  and  just  government.  That  is  pre- 
cisely the  instrumentality  through  which  it  comes  to  be 
that  men  live  apart,  and  separate  in  families.  That  is 
the  precise  instrumentality  through  which  it  comes  to  be 
that  mothers  and  daughters  are  respected  and  protected 
in  the  land,  and  are  not  owned  and  sold  as  slaves. 
That  is  the  precise  instrumentality  through  which  it 
comes  to  be  that  little  children  are  secure  and  protected 
by  the  hearthstone.  The  gentleman  knows  that  never, 
since  the  morning  stars  sang  together,  have  any  people 
upon  this  planet  come  up  out  of  the  darkness  of  savage 
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lltb  to  tlic  beautitiil  and  l)rllliant  light  of  civilization, 
siive  inuler  the  shelter,  care,  and  protection  of  civil 
government ;  and  yet,  when  these  armed  traitors  strike 
at  this  most  hcncficpnt  and  wisest  of  all  governments 
ever  given  to  tlu-  children  of  men,  and  we  jiropose  to 
disarm  thi'm  hv  taking  from  them  the  means  hv  which 
and  through  which  they  would  accomplish  their  destruc- 
tive purposes,  the  gentleman  rises,  and  talks  about  the 
inhumanity  of  such  legislation.'' 

]\Ir.  Duell  (Rep.)  of  New  York  said,  "In  view  of 
these  things,  it  becomes  a  question  of  no  small  moment, 
A\niat  ought  the  Government  to  do  with  slavery  now? 
A\'liar  policy,  if  any,  should  tlie  loyal  men  of  the  coun- 
try adopt  respecting  the  future  treatment  of  this  cancer 
upon  the  body  politic  ?  The  reply  which  ought,  in  my 
judgment,  to  be  made  to  these  questions,  is  this  :  ^ Since 
slavery  made  the  war,  lei  slavery  feel  the  ivar.'" 

j\rr.  Patton  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  urged  action; 
and  Mr.  Hickman  opposed  the  bills,  "  because  the  Pres- 
ident had  all  power  now."  Mr.  Crittenden  thought 
these  bills  tended  to  create  the  idea,  "  that  our  whole  aim 
is  to  make  the  war  an  abolition  measure."  ^Ir.  Love- 
joy  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  resumed  the  discussion  on  the 
24th  of  April.  ''  \  am  for  the  Union  entire,"  declared 
jNIr.  Lovejoy  ;  "  but  I  am  not  for  the  return  of  the  domi- 
nation and  tyranny  of  slavery,  which  has  not  allowed  me 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  to  tread  the  soil  of  more 
than  one-half  of  the  Territories  of  these  United  States. 
...  I  insist,  therefore,  that  slavery  must  perish,  in 
order  that  Anieiican  citizens  mav  have  the  enjoyment 
of  all  their  rights.  I  desire  the  seceded  States  to  couje 
back,  but  to  come  in  such  manner  that  I  can  gnjoy  the 
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privileges  of  an  American  citizen  Avitliin  tlieir  limits. 
I  have  been  excluded  long  enough.  In  other  words,  I 
want  them  to  come  back  free,  and  not  slave  States. 
Long  enough  have  American  citizens  been  subjected  to 
the  cord  and  knife,  and  last,  and  worst  of  all,  the  ter- 
rible indignity  of  the  scourge,  for  no  other  cause  than 
holding  and  uttering  principles  in  favor  of  freedom,  im- 
partial and  universal.  .  .  .  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky says  he  has  a  niche  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Where 
is  it?  He  pointed  upward.  But,  sir,  should  the  Presi- 
dent follow  the  counsels  of  that  gentleman,  and  become 
the  defender  and  perpetuator  of  human  slavery,  he 
should  point  downward  to  some  dungeon  in  the  temple 
of  Moloch,  who  feeds  on  human  blood,  and  is  surrounded 
Math  fires,  where  are  forged  manacles  and  chains  for 
human  limbs ;  in  the  crypts  and  recesses  of  whose 
temple,  woman  is  scourged  and  man  tortured,  and  out- 
side the  walls  are  lying  dogs  gorged  with  human  flesh, 
as  Byron  describes  them  stretched  around  Stamboul. 
That  is  a  suitable  place  for  the  statue  of  one  who  would 
defend  and  perpetuate  human  slavery.  ...  I,  too,  have 
a  niche  for  Abraham  Lincoln  ;  but  it  is  in  Freedom's 
holy  fone,  and  not  in  the  blood-besmeared  temple  of 
human  bondage  ;  not  surrounded  by  slaves,  fetters,  and 
chains,  but  with  the  syml^ols  of  freedom  ;  not  dark  with 
bondage,  but  radiant  with  the  light  of  liberty.  In  that 
niche  he  shall  stand  j:)roudly,  nobly,  gloriously,  with 
shattered  fetters  and  broken  chains  and  slave- whips  be- 
neath his  feet.  If  Abraham  Lincoln  pursues  the  path 
evidently  pointed  out  for  him  in  the  providence  of  God, 
as  I  believe  he  Avill,  then  he  will  occupy  the  proud  posi- 
tion I  have  indicated.     That  is  a  fame  worth  living  for  ; 
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ay,  more,  that  is  a  f'aiue  wurtli  dying  for,  though  that 
death  lead  through  the  blood  of  (Tethscinane  and  the 
agonv  of  (lie  accursed  tree.  That  is  a  fame  wliieh  has 
glorv  and  honor  and  immortality  and  eternal  life.  Let 
Abraham  Linct)ln  make  himself,  as  I  trust  he  will,  the 
emancijiator,  the  liberator,  as  he  has  the  opportunity  of 
doing,  and  his  name  shall  not  only  be  enrolled  in  this 
earthly  temple,  but  it  will  be  traced  on  the  living  stones 
of  that  temple  which  reai'S  itself  amid  the  thrones  and 
liierarchies  of  heaven,  whose  top  stone  is  to  be  brought 
in  with  shouting  of  '  Grace,  grace  unto  it  I ' " 

Mr.  Koscoe  Conkling  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  Mr.  Olin's  resolution  to  refer  the  resolutions  and 
bills  to  a  select  committee, — yeas  71,  nays  47.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
Mr.  Vallandigham  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered,  —  yeas  90,  nays  31  ;  and  the  Sj^eaker 
announced,  on  the  28th,  the  following  as  the  commit- 
tee,—  Abraham  B.  Olin  of  New  York,  Thomas  D. 
Eliot  of  ^lassachusctts,  John  W.  Xocll  of  Missouri, 
John  Ilutchins  of  Ohio,  Ixobert  ^lallory  of  Kentucky, 
Fernando  C.  Beaman  of  Michigan,  and  George  T. 
Cobb  of  Xew  Jersey.  ]Mr.  Olin,  at  his  own  request, 
was  excused  from  servins;  on  the  committee ;  and  Mr. 
Sedgwick  (Rep.)  of  New  York  was  appointed. 

On  the  30th,  Mr.  JCIiot,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced two  bills,  which  were  severally  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  special  conunittee  on 
the  confiscation  of  rebel  property,  and  ordered  to  be 
jirinted  :  "  A  bill  to  confiscate  the  j)ro{)crty  of  rebels 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  present  Rel)ellion, 
and  for  other  purposes  ; '  and  '*  A  bill  to  free  from  ser- 
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vitude  the  slaves  of  rebels  enoaoed  in  al)ettiii2:  the 
existing  Ivebellion  against  tlie  Government  of  the  United 
States."'  On  the  14th  of  May,  Mr.  Eliot  reported  back 
these  bills  by  the  direction  of  the  committee  ;  and,  on 
the  20th,  tlie  House  pi'oceeded  to  their  consideration. 
The  debate  ran  through  several  days,  and  was  partici- 
pated in  by  several  members. 

Mr.  Eliot  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  opened  the  debate 
in  support  of  these  twin  measures  of  confiscation  and 
emancipation,  and  closed  by  saying,  "The  strength  of 
our  Government,  the  resources  of  its  loyal  citizens,  the 
young  men  of  our  homes,  the  hope  and  the  pride  of  our 
life,  have  been  offered  up  a  free  sacrifice  upon  the  altar 
of  their  country.  The  war  yet  continues.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  of  rebel  soldiers  compose  their  aiunies,  led  on 
in  the  field,  and  sustained  in  council  and  in  Congress,  by 
traitors,  whose  propei'ty,  employed  for  your  destruction, 
this  bill  will  confiscate,  and  whose  slaves  your  rightful 
action  will  set  free.  My  friends,  let  there  be  no  hesita- 
tion here.  The  time  has  come.  Your  country  demands 
your  intervention.  By  your  allegiance  to  the  Constitu- 
tion you  have  sworn  to  protect,  and  the  free  institutions 
our  fathers  established,  I  invoke  you  to  consummate 
quickly  this  needful  legislation,  which  shall  crush  out 
this  fijul  Rebellion,  and  insure  domestic  tranquillity  for 
evermore." 

Mr.  Noel  (Union)  of  Missouri  su})ported  these  bills, 
"  as  the  only  means  by  which  our  loyal  people  can  be 
protected."  —  "I  Avould  set  free,"  said  j\lr.  Riddle 
(Rep.)  of  Ohio,  "  the  slaves  of  every  man  and  woman 
engaged  in  this  Rebellion.  The  guilt  of  the  master 
should  inure  at  least  to  the  benefit  of  the  slave,  and 
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from  this  huge  crime  should  sprinr>;  a  greater  bene- 
ficeuoe."  —  "It  is  slavery,"  said  Mr.  Windom  (Rep.) 
of  ^linnesota,  "that  vitiated  the  conscience,  destroyed 
tlio  iiunals,  hrutalized  the  soul,  and,  in  its  own  foul 
fi-ns,  generated  these  monsters  of  wickedness,  whose 
mad  attempts  to  destroy  the  Repuhlic  are  characterized 
hy  the  i'rightt'u!  excesses  to  which  I  lia\e  rci'crrecl.  All 
the  want,  misery,  strife,  treachery,  bloodslied,  barbari- 
ity,  and  desolation,  which  now  stalks  through  this  once- 
happy  country,  h-.wv  their  oi-igin  in  the  fell  systam  of 
human  bondage  which  it  has  nourished  and  protected." 
Mr.  Voorhees  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  addressed  the  House 
in  condemnation  of  the  policy  of  the  Government.  Mr. 
Lansing  (Rep.)  of  New  York,  in  an  earnest  speech, 
said,  "  As  my  abhorrence  of  slavery  could  not  be  in- 
creased by  its  abuses,  if  it  is  capable  of  them  ;  so  no 
mitigation  of  the  system,  if  it  is  ca[)able  of  mitigation, 
could  lessen  that  abhorrence.  No  matter  to  me  whether 
every  slaveholder  were  either  a  Legree  or  a  St.  Clair : 
my  detestation  of  the  system  would  be  the  same  in 
either  case ;  for,  sooner  or  later,  it  will  involve  in  itself 
every  other  crime."  Mr.  Mallory  (Dem.)  of  Ken- 
tucky followed  Mr.  Lansing  in  an  elaborate  speech. 
He  "entered  his  solemn  protest"  against  the  charge, 
that  slavery  was  the  cause  of  the  war.  "  I  am  no 
propagandist  of  slavery,"  he  avowed.  "  I  am  the 
owner  of  slaves,  and  the  descendant  of  men,  who,  as  far 
back  as  I  can  trace  them  in  America,  were  the  owners 
of  slaves  ;  and  I  have  made  the  declaration  upon  this 
floor,  that  the  condition  of  slavery  is  the  very  best  con- 
dition in  wliicli  you  can  ])]acc  the  Al'iican  race.  Tiiat 
is  mv  deliberate  conviction.      I  mean  here  in  the  United 
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States  of  America,  and  iu  those  States  where  slavery 
exists."  Mr.  AVaHace  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  spoke 
for  the  ademption  of  these  measures,  and  Mr.  Phelps 
(Dcm.)  of  Missouri  followed  in  opposition.  "We 
have  held  back,"  said  Mr.  Blair  (Rep.)  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, "  these  powerful  engines  of  military  policy,  in 
the  hope  that  the  enemies  of  tiic  nation  would  return  to 
reason  and  repentance.  At  all  events,  it  is  time  for  us 
to  try  what  virtue  there  is  in  downright  earnestness  of 
purpose.  I  have  not  a  fear  of  its  results,  either  upon 
the  war,  or  upon  the  welfare  of  the  people  South  or  North. 
I  Ijclieve  that  even  this  generation  will  realize  the  bless- 
ings which  will  flow  from  such  a  policy.  It  will  teach 
the  world  two  things  better  than  tliey  have  ever  been 
taught  before,  —  the  unity  of  this  nation,  and  the  unity 
of  the  human  family.  When  Peace  shall  come  again, 
she  will  not  tarry  with  us  as  a  wayfarer,  but  will  dwell 
with  us.  The  nation,  with  all  cause  of  fraternal  strife 
banished,  will  be  fitted  for  a  better  life  ;  and,  wherever 
its  flag  shall  float,  it  will  command  the  respect  and  the 
honor  and  the  love  of  men."  Mr.  Rollins  (Rep.)  of 
New  Hampshire  earnestly  advocated  the  measures. 
"The  path  of  duty,"  he  said,  "never  shone  so  bright 
for  a  people  as  it  does  for  us  to-day.  As  we  advance, 
it  grows  brighter.  The  President's  message  recom- 
mending emancipation  was  the  rending  of  the  veil. 
The  gift  of  freedom  to  a  few  poor,  but  oh  !  how  grate- 
ful recipients,  has  returned  to  bless  the  hearts  of  mil- 
lions who  bestowed  it.  A  deed  more  rich  in  virtue, 
more  fruitful  in  the  approving  of  conscience,  more 
blessed  with  the  smiles  of  Almighty  God,  stands  not  on 
the  records  of  this  nation."     Mr.  Kerrigan  (Dem.)  of 
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New  Yurk  8j)()ke  next  in  opposition  to  these  bills, 
Ltcausi'  tlifv  tended  "to  create  distrust  in  the  public 
niiuil."  .Mr.  Menzies  (Opp.)  of  Kentucky  opposed  any 
legislation,  but  declared  that  "  we  are  not  bound  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  slaves  of  rebels,  if  they  are  in 
the  way  of  our  armies.  We  are  not  bound  to  prevent 
our  soldiers  from  usiiin-  them,  ^vh('n  they  can  be  turned 
to  our  advantay,e.  ^^'e  make  no  war  upon  slavery  in 
the  States.  A\'e  are  fiLihtin^'  for  the  Constitution.  If 
slavery  is  necessarily  and  incidentally  injured  in  the 
progress  of  the  war,  set  the  injury  down  to  the  account 
of  the  Rebellion.  They  would  have  it.  The  rebels 
must  attempt  the  destruction  of"  their  bulwark,  the  Con- 
stitution :  we  must  defend  it.  Their  slaves  may  take 
advantage  of  the  conflict  and  confusion  to  desert  such 
silly  masters.  Such  injmy  is  chargeable  to  those  who 
make  war  u[)()n  the  Government."  Mr.  S.  C.  Fessen- 
den  (Kep.)  of  .Maine  thought  "the  early  antislavery 
men  have  lived  to  sec  that  '  he  who  has  (iod  on  his 
side  is  always  in  the  majority.'  A^'e  learn^'d  the  lesson 
at  their  feet,  and  from  their  success  to  rely  upon  the 
merits  of  our  cause  and  u[)on  God,  who  to  the  right 
will  give  the  victory."  Mr.  Grider  (Op[).)  of  Ken- 
tucky was  now  op])Osed  to  confiscation  and  emanci[)a- 
tion.  ]Mr,  Babbitt  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  was  com- 
pelled by  his  settled  convictions  to  say,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  "  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  of  speedily 
crushing  out  the  Rebellion  and  preserving  the  Union 
would  be  the  adoption  of  measures  upon  the  basis  in- 
dicated in  the  bill  before  us  for  freeing  from  servitude 
the  slaves  of  persistent  rebel  masters."  Mr.  Sheffield 
(Dein.)  of  Rhode   Island  earnestly  opposed  the  policy 
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of    confiscation    and    emancipation   embodied    in    these 
bills,   as  imauthorized  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  (Rep.)  of  New  York  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill.  '*  The  recital  of  that  amendment  avers," 
said  j\[r.  Sedgwick,  "that  eleven  States  formerly  of  the 
Union,  combined  together  under  the  title  of  'The  Con- 
federate States  of  America,'  have  made  war  upon  and 
rebelled  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  continue  in  such  war  and  rebellion.  Upon  that 
fact  I  propose  to  base  an  enactment,  by  which  it  shall  lie 
the  duty  of  every  commanding  officer  of  a  naval  or  mili- 
tary department,  within  any  portion  of  those  States,  in 
some  way,  by  proclamation  or  otherwise,  to  invite  all 
loyal  persons  —  and  I  mean  to  include  in  that  slaves  — 
to  come  within  the  lines,  and  be  enrolled  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  I  mean  Ijy  that  any  service 
which  they  can  render,  civil  or  military  :  and  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  commanding  officers  to  enroll 
every  such  person,  and  employ  such  of  them  as  may  be 
necessary  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the 
reward  for  that  service  I  pi'opose  to  make  freedom  to 
them  and  their  descendants  for  ever.  I  include  in  that 
the  slaves  not  only  of  rebels,  but  of  persons  claiming  to 
be  loyal ;  but  I  propose  for  these  compensation,  and  I 
also  propose  compensation  for  the  services  of  all  such 
as  may  be  claimed  by  widows  and  minors.  I  claim  the 
right  to  this  enactment  under  the  war  power  ;  and  I  shall 
attempt  to  show  that  it  exists,  and  that  it  is  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  legislate  in  regard  to  it.  I  will 
have  no  disguise  of  my  opinions  or  intentions.  My 
stand  upon  the  subject  is  open  to  all  observation.  1  am 
for  destroytny  this  hostile  institution  in  every  State 
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thill  has  made  war  upon  tills  Govi'mnitnt :  and,  if  we 
have  luilitary  strength  enongh  to  reduce  tlieni  to  pos- 
session, I  propose  to  leave  not  one  slave  in  the  wake  of 
our  a(l\ancing  armies  ;  not  one."  —  "  I  believe,"  declared 
Mr.  F.  1*.  Blair,  jun.  (Hep.),  of  Missouri,  "  tliat,  as  long 
as  the  negro  race  remains  here,  there  is  no  hope,  no  pos- 
sihihty,  nor  is  it  in  any  aspect  desirable,  that  they  should 
have  any  share  in  the  [xilitlcal  power  of  the  country.  I 
think  that  the  Almighty  intended  them  for  the  tropics, 
or  that  the  tropics  were  intended  for  them  :  one  or  the 
other  is  true.  Every  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  human 
race  to  frustrate  that  intention  has  brought  destruction 
on  the  men  who  attempted  it."  —  "Are  we,"  inqnired 
Mr.  Spaulding  (Rep.)  of  New  York,  "to  be  struck 
liard  at  every  ojiportnnity,  without  giving  hard  blows  in 
return?  I  trust  not.  War  means  to  strike  often,  and 
strike  hard  on  both  sides, — 'an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a 
tooth  for  a  tooth.'  War  teaches  us  to  use  all  the  means 
within  our  power  to  strengthen  oiu'sclves  and  to  weaken 
our  enemy.  Let  us  weaken  him  in  every  possible  way 
within  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare.  AVe  should  strike 
liim  personally,  strip  him  of  his  property,  and  strike  the 
shackles  from  every  slave,  that,  by  his  labor  and  services, 
gives  him  sui)port.  These  are  the  rights  of  war;  and  I 
am  pre[)ared  to  see  them  fully  enforced."  Mr.  Sargent 
(Rep.)  of  California  desired  "to  sec  this  Rebellion 
ntterly  overthrown  ;  and  therefore  I  Aote  fur  these 
measures."  jNIr.  Loomis  (Rep.)  of  Connecticut  said, 
"  We  are  told  that  the  Constitution  is  in  the  way.  But 
I  remember  how  the  Constitution  has  been  perverted 
from  the  first  in  aid  of  these  conspirators  against  the  life 
of  the  nation.     It  has  been  like  a  jug,  with  the  handle 
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on  the  rebel  side.  Every  single  step  which  the  National 
Government  has  taken  in  the  assertion  of  its  riglitful 
prerogatives  has  been  met  with  the  same  cry,  — '  Stop  ! 
you  are  violating  the  Constitution  !  '  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Rebellion,  the  Constitution  had  become 
so  perverted  in  its  construction,  as  to  become  like  Mil- 
ton's bridge,  that  led  — 

'  Smooth,  easy,  inoffensive,  down  to  hell.' 

As  we  look  backward  through  the  history  of  the  usurpa- 
tions of  the  slave  power  in  our  land,  it  seems  to  have 
been  a  deliberate  purpose  so  to  emasculate  our  organic 
law  as  to  make  secession  easy.  The  Constitution  was 
all  bristling  with  vitality  and  power  to  guarantee,  protect, 
and  extend  slavery,  although  slavery  was  nowhere  named 
in  that  sacred  instrument ;  while  liberty,  though  every- 
where guarded  by  the  most  explicit  guaranties,  has  had 
no  more  meaning  for  many  years  past,  in  the  estimation 
of  proslavery  commentators,  than  it  had  in  the  old 
French  dictionary,  where  it  was  defined  only  as  '  a  word 
of  three  syllables.' " 

Mr.  Holman  (war  Dem.)  of  Indiana  made  an  ear- 
nest and  eloquent  speech  against  the  policy  of  emanci- 
pation, because  it  would  "  divide  your  councils,  and 
weaken  the  strength  of  your  armies."  "As  one  of  the 
representatives  of  Indiana,"  he  said,  "I  have  supported, 
sir,  and  will  still  support,  every  just  measure  of  this 
Administration  to  restore  the  Union.  No  partisan  in- 
terest shall  control  me  when  the  Republic  is  in  danger. 
I  place  the  interest  of  my  country  far  above  every  other 
interest.  I  will  make  any  sacrifice  to  uphold  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  but  I  will  not  be  deterred  from  condemning, 
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at  this  time,  this  or  any  other  series  of  measures  —  the 
ollsprinn-  (,t"  inisgiiided  zeal  and  passion,  or  the  want  of 
faith  ill  uur  people — which  tcinU  to  (h'feat  the  hope 
of  a  restoration  of  the  Union.  The  citizen  soldier, 
.-trickcn  down  in  hattle  or  worn  out  by  the  weary 
niai-cli,  tails  a  williiii;-  sacrifice  for  the  Constitution  of 
his  country,  and  his  dying  eyes  light  up  with  hope  as 
they  catch  the  gleam  of  its  starry  symbol,  while  we* 
deliberate  on  measures  which  would  overthrow  the  one, 
and  blot  out  the  stars  from  the  otlu'r." 

Mr.  rlulian  (Kep.)  of  Indiana  made  a  vigorous  and 
eloquent  speech  in  favor  of  the  extinction  of  slavery  in 
the  rebel  States.  "This  clamor  for  the  Union  as  it 
Avas,"  he  said,  "comes  from  men  who  believe  in  the 
divinity  of  slavery.  It  comes  from  those  who  would 
restore  slavery  in  this  district  if  they  dared  ;  \\  ho  ^vould 
put  back  the  chains  upon  every  slave  made  free  by  oiu' 
army;  who  would  completely  re-establish  the  slave 
jiower  over  the  National  (iovernment,  as  in  the  evil  days 
of  the  past,  which  ha\  e  culminated  at  last  in  the  present 
bloody  stril'e  ;  and  who  are  now  exhorting  us  to  '  leave 
oft' agitating  the  negro  question,  and  attend  to  the  work 
of  ])utting  down  the  Kebellion.'  Sir,  the  })eople  of  the 
loyal  States  understand  this  question.  They  know  that 
slavery  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  our  troubles.  They 
know,  that,  but  for  this  curse,  this  horrid  revolt  against 
liberty  and  law  would  not  have  occurred.  They  know 
that  all  the  unutterable  agonies  of  our  many  battle- 
fields, all  the  terrible  sorrows  which  rend  so  many  thou- 
sands ot' loving  hearts,  all  the  ravages  and  dcsolaticm  of 
this  stupendous  conflict,  are  to  be  charged  to  slavery. 
They  know  that  its  barbarism  has   moukled  the  leaders 
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of  this  Rebellion  into  the  most  atrocious  scoundrels  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  or  of  any  century  or  age  of  the 
Avorkl.  They  know  that  it  gives  arsenic  to  our  soldiers, 
mocks  at  the  agonies  of  wounded  enemies,  fires  on 
defenceless  women  and  children,  plants  torpedoes  and 
infernal  macliines  in  its  path,  boils  the  dead  bodies  of 
our  soldiers  in  caldrons,  so  that  it  may  make  drinking- 
cups  of  their  skulls,  spurs  of  their  jaw-bones  and  finger 
joints  as  holiday  presents  for  '  the  first  families  of  Vir- 
mnia '  and  the  ^  descendants  of  the  daughter  of  Poca- 
hontas.'  They  know  that  it  has  originated  whole  broods 
of  crimes  never  enacted  in  all  the  ages  of  the  past ;  and 
that,  were  it  possible,  Satan  himself  would  now  be 
ashamed  of  his  achievements,  and  seek  a  change  of 
occupation.  They  know  that  it  hatches  into  life,  imder 
its  infernal  incubation,  the  very  scum  of  all  the  villanies 
and  abominations  that  ever  defied  God  or  cursed  his 
footstool ;  and  they  know  that  it  is  just  as  impossible 
for  them  to  pass  through  the  fiery  trials  of  this  war, 
without  feeling  that  slavery  is  their  grand  antagonist,  as 
it  is  for  a  man  to  hold  his  breath,  and  live." 

Mr,  Arnold  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  eloquently  said,  ''The 
cause  which  bore  the  cross  in  1850  wears  the  crown  to- 
day. 'Xo  power  can  die  that  ever  wrought  for  truth,' 
Avhile  the  political  graves  of  recreant  statesmen  are  elo- 
quent with  warnings  against  their  mistakes.  Where  are 
those  Northern  statesmen  who  betrayed  liberty  in  1820? 
They  are  already  forgotten,  or  remembered  only  in  their 
dishonor.  Who  now  believes  that  any  fresh  laurels 
were  won  in  1850  Ijy  the  great  men  who  sought  to  gag 
the  people  of  the  free  States,  and  lay  the  slab  of  silence 
on  those  truths  which  to-day  write  themselves  down, 
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alonti'  with  tho  j^uilt  of  slavery^  in  tlie  flames  of  civil 
wnv'f  lias  any  man  in  the  wlii>h;  history  of  American 
politics,  however  deeply  rooted  liis  i-eputation  or  L^odlike 
his  fj^ifts,  been  ahle  to  hold  dalliance  with  slavery,  and 
live?  I  believe  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  the  spirit  of  God  ; 
and,  if  the  L;i:ints  of  a  past  ii'eneration  were  not  strong 
encjugh  to  wrestle  with  it,  can  the  pigmies  of  the  pres- 
ent ?  It  has  been  beautifully  said  of  Wilberforce,  that  he 
'  ascended  to  the  throne  of  God  with  a  million  of  i)rokcn 
shackles  in  his  hands  as  the  evidence  of  a  lifi'  well 
spent.'  History  will  take  care  of  his  memory  ;  and 
when  our  own  bleeding  country  shall  again  put  on  the 
robes  of  peace,  and  Freedom  shall  have  leave  to  gather 
lip  her  jewels,  she  will  not  search  for  them  among  the 
political  fossils  who  arc  now  seeking  to  spare  the  rebels 
by  pettifogging  their  cause  in  the  name  of  the  Constitu- 
tution,  while  the  slave  power  is  feeling  for  the  nation's 
throat." 

Mr.  Harding  (Opp.)  of  Kentucky  pronounced  the 
policv  of  emancipating  the  slaves  of  rebels  "  the  weak- 
est and  most  disastrous  policy  ever  thought  of."  ]\lr. 
Richardson  (Dem.)  of  Illinois  said,  "The  bills  now 
under  consideration  propose  to  violate  not  only  yom* 
pledges,  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  Constitution.  You 
forget  your  promises  :  you  advocate  these  bills,  and  urge 
their  passage  through  this  House."  —  "Pass  these  bills 
under  consideration,"  said  Mr.  Dunhi])  (^)pp.)  of  Ken- 
tucky, '■  and  we  enter  upon  a  new  life.  A  new  stage 
is  erected  before  us  ;  and  ^ipon  it,  for  weal  or  for  woe, 
we  shall  lun'c  to  encounter  the  realities  of  an  untried 
experiment."  ^Ir.  Clements  (Union)  of  Tennessee 
opposed  the  bills.      Mr.  Noel  of  Missouri  earnestly  ad- 
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vocatod  the  bills.  lie  said,  "Perhaps,  sir,  in  standing 
up  here  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the  hiyal  people 
tliere,  I  may  be  signing  my  political  death- wan-ant : 
but,  sir,  if  I  go  down,  I  will  go  down,  like  the  heroes  of 
the  '  Cumberland,'  with  my  flag  still  flying  ;  and  my  last 
act  shall  be  that  of  pouring  a  broadside  into  the  ranks 
of  treason.  ...  I  was  charmed  with  the  eloquence  of 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  ^Massachusetts  (^Ir. 
Thomas)  a  few  days  since.  To  his  patriotic  sentiments  I 
heartily  subscribe.  In  devotion  to  the  Constitution, 
I  claim  to  go  as  far  as  he.  AVe  look  at  it,  however, 
from  a  difl'erent  standpoint,  and  give  it  a  difitrent  con- 
struction. When  I  heard  his  impassioned  language, 
my  pleasure  was  not  unmixed  with  pain.  My  mind 
ran  back  to  the  desolation  and  ruin  of  my  own  section. 
I  wonder<.'d  how  it  could  be  that  a  oentleman  hailinj; 
from  a  district  in  the  Old  Bay  State,  which  had  fiu-- 
nished  so  many  jewels  in  the  crown  of  our  national 
glory,  could  find  no  balm  in  tlie  Constitution  to  cure 
the  ills  of  patriots  and  loyalists,  or  guaranties  for  their 
security  and  protection.  Sir,  must  I  go  back  to  the 
persecuted  Union  men  of  Missouri,  who  have  been 
robbed  and  plundered  without  mercy  by  their  rebel  ene- 
mies, and  tell  them  that  the  Constitution  is  in  the  Avay 
of  any  efi'ective  legislation  that  Avould  hold  the  enemy's 
property  as  security  for  their  safety  ?  Must  I  tell  tliem 
that  their  wives  will  have  again  to  do  like  the  mother 
of  Ishmael,  — take  up  their  little  ones,  and  flee  to  the 
wilderness  ?  " 

"The  men  who  have  instigated  this  Rebellion,"  said 
jNIr.  Ely  (Rep.)  of  New  York,  "not  upon  the  impulse 
of  a  day,  but  as  the  culmination  of  passions  which  have 
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been  mirj^fd  for  a  y,cufi'atii)ii,  and  wliicli  liaxc  not  merely 
beeome  as  endurin<i^  as  life,  Ixit  wliicli  will  he  transmit- 
ted as  ln'ir-looms  of  hate  from  father  to  son,  are  the 
great  land  barons  of  the  South.  They  ha\e  nursed  their 
jjride  in  stately  mansions,  and  by  the  contemj)lation  of 
broad  aeres.  'i'hev  will  never  forgive  or  forget  the 
grief  of  the  defeat  whieh  is  impending  over  them.  They 
ne\cr  can  or  will  become  truly  loyal ;  and,  if  we  leave 
them  in  possession  of  the  estates  which  have  made  them 
powerful,  it  is  impossible  that  the  South  will  be  in  our 
day  any  thing  but  a  slumbeiing  political  volcano,  liable 
at  any  moment  to  belch  forth  smoke  and  fire  and  devas- 
tating lava."  ^Ii'.  Shanks  (IJep.)  of  Indiana  thought 
it  "  stranu'c  that  an  .Vmerican  CouLcress  should  be  so 
unaccountably  iidatuated  Avith  the  high  crime  of  slavery 
as  to  falter  and  fall  before  it  even  in  its  treasons."  ]\[r. 
Ilutchins  (Kep.)  of  Ohio  could  "  see  no  reason  why  loyal 
Avhite  men  should  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  South,  with 
its  sultry  climate,  and  endure  all  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships of  that  climate,  from  tenderness  to  the  \  iews  of 
loyal  slaveholders."  ]\Ir.  Beaman  (Rep.)  of  Michigan 
eloquently  advocated  these  measures  of  confiscation  and 
emancij)ation.  "Can  it  I)e  doubted  that  the  rebels  are 
in  earnest  ?  Does  any  man  imagine  that  they  will  ever 
yield,  and  lay  down  their  arms,  until  compelled  to  do  so 
by  force?  Do  they  now  employ  any  thing  less  than  their 
entire  resources,  energy,  and  .-kill  V  Will  the  taking 
away  of  four  millions  of  their  [)opulation  —  three- 
fourths  or  more  of  their  industrial  classes  —  increase 
their  hopes,  courage,  and  capacitv  for  v\'\\'^  ...  It  has 
been  repeatedly  intimated  on  this  floor,  that  the  })assage 
of  these  bills,  and  especially  of  the  one  contemplating 
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a  contingent  emancipation  of  slaves,  would  create  dis- 
sensions at  the  North,  aud  seriously  impair  the  efficiency 
of  the  army.  Indeed,  gentlemen  have  gone  the  length 
to  predict  that  it  would  result  in  nuitiny,  and  cause  the 
troops  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  disband.  .  .  .  Does 
any  sane  man  believe  that  Xorthern  freemen  engaged  in 
this  war  for  the  })in'pose  of  protecting  and  sustaining- 
slavery?  Why  should  they  secure  to  the  master  his 
slave,  rather  than  his  cotton,  his  horse,  or  his  ox? 
AVhat  cause  of  animosity  have  they  against  the  poor 
bondman?  AMiat  interest  have  they  in  maintaining  and 
})er[)etuating  the  i)eculiar  institution  ?  What  olijcct 
have  they  in  strengthening  the  resources  of  the  enemy  ? 
A\  lience  comes  this  deep  and  all-absorbing  love  of 
slavery  in  the  hearts  of  Xorthern  freemen,  —  a  love  that 
commands  them  to  forget  country,  the  graves  of  mur- 
dered brothers,  and  even  the  necessary  means  of  self- 
[)reservation  ?  Does  it  come  from  party  ties  and  party 
influences?  The  love  of  country  is  stronger  than  the 
love  of  party.  Republicans  are  not  wedded  to  tlie 
institution,  and  Slavery  slew  Democracy  in  the  Charles- 
ton Convention.  Slavery,  according  to  a  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  niade  these  same  Xorthern  freemen 
nuid-sills.  Slavery  made  Kansas  a  field  of  blood. 
Slavery  has  destro}'ed  freedom  of  speech,  and  freedom 
of  the  press.  Slavery  has  whipped,  driven  from  their 
homes,  and  even  hung,  inoffensive  native-born  American 
citizens.  Slavery  has  smitten  wuth  blight  and  mildew 
fifteen  States  of  the  Union,  and  barbarized  millions  of 
our  population.  And,  finally.  Slavery  has  made  war 
upon  the  United  States,  and  has  already  .<hiin  fifty  thou- 
sand of  her  loyal  men.      Mutiny,  disband,  and  lay  down 

1-1* 


1<!2  CEUTALX    SLAVES    TO    HE    MADE    FKEE. 

their  :irms,  Lccaiise  you  remove  p.oison  tVom  their  cups, 
ami  turn  jiistoLs  from  their  breasts  !  Mutiny,  disbaiul, 
:uul  lay  down  their  arms,  lest  you  shoukl,  in  self-defence, 
strangle  the  nioustcr,  the  serpent  in  this  our  garden  of 
Eden,  —  the  author  of"  all  our  woes  I  "  —  "Slavery,  heiuf 
in  itself  wrong,"  said  Mr.  Ixicc  (Kcp.)  of  Elaine,  "can, 
as  a  system,  only  he  secure  in  wrong  government  :  being 
contrary  to  natm-al  right  and  justice,  it  knows  no  laws 
but  those  of  aggression  and  force;  being  in  the  habitual 
exercise  of  despotic  power  over  an  inferior  race,  it 
learns  to  despise  and  disregard  the  rights  of  all  races. 
It  has  '  sown  the  wind  ; '  let  it  "  reaj)  the  whirlwind.'  By 
the  laws  of  peace,  it  was  entitled  to  protection,  and  had 
it  ;  by  the  laws  of  war,  it  is  entitled  to  annihilation. 
In  (iod's  name,  let  it  still  have  its  right."  ^Ir.  llan- 
chett  (Ivep.)  of  Wisconsin  declared,  that  he  "who 
chooses  to  brave  the  moral  sense  of  mankind,  by  affect- 
ing to  on- a  man  as  property,  does  so  with  a  full  appre- 
ciation of  all  moral,  social,  and  political  consequences. 
lie  who  pays  his  money  for  human  brains  and  human 
legs  does  so  with  the  I'ull  knowledge  that  brains  were 
made  to  think,  and  that  legs  were  made  to  rim.  lie 
takes  his  risk  for  time  and  for  eternity,  for  peace  and  for 
wai',  for  good  or  for  e\  il,  subject  to  all  tlu'  incidi'uts  of 
his  unnatural  tenure."  Mr.  Ilanchett  closed  his  remarks 
with  the  declaration,  that  "all  the  people  ask  of  the 
Administration  is,  that  they  yield  iii'lthcr  to  local  pre- 
judices or  interest  on  the  one  hand,  nor  neglect  the 
plain  suggestions  afforded  by  current  events  on  the 
other;  and  that,  to  sa\e  the  loyaltv  of  a  few  slavehold- 
ers, the  jKitriotic  as[iirati(»ns  ot' millions  (»f  unconditional 
Union  men  l>c  not  ilixided  and  crushed." 
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]\Ir.  Price  (0pp.)  of  Miss^ouri  was  "utterly  upjjoscd 
to  any  measure  which  h)()k.s  to  the  emancipation  of 
vshives,  Avithout  the  free  consent  of  their  masters."  Mr. 
Price  thought,  for  "  the  origin  of  tlie  war,"  we  must  "  go 
quite  behind  the  negro  :  "  the  true  cause  was  "  the  lust 
of  power,  restless  and  unsatiable  ambition.  It  is,"  he 
declared,  "this  unrepublican  fondness  for  distinction, 
parade,  and  display,  this  itching  for  fame,  and  insatia- 
ble thirst  for  power,  that  has  led  to  all  our  present 
troubles.  South-Carolina  politicians  and  wealthy  plant- 
ers desired  to  become  lords  temporal ;  and  Charleston 
merchants  desired  to  become  princes  under  King  Cotton, 
and  control  the  commerce  of  the  world.  AVith  the 
madman's  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  they 
inaugurated  a  revolution.  I  utter  no  threats  nor  im- 
precations, nor  shall  I  shed  tears  of  pity  if  the  bold 
traitors  who  invoked  this  storm  should  be  whelmed  for 
ever  beneath  its  fiery  waves.  It  would  only  be  poetic 
justice  if  that  pestilent  triangle,  that  has  never  grown 
any  thing  but  rice,  tar,  and  treason,  should  be  devoured 
by  the  fires  of  its  own  kindling."  Mr.  Kellogg  (Eep.) 
of  Illinois  would  support  these  measures  to  cripple  the 
energies  of  the  rebels,  and  put  an  end  to  this  desolating 
Avar.  "  AVe  should  not  in  our  legislation,"  he  said, 
"  strike  at  the  unthinking  and  the  unwitting  dupes  of 
desijjnino;  men  ;  but  we  should  strike  at  those  whose 
heads  have  conceived,  and  wliose  hearts  have  been  en- 
listed in,  this  work."  Mr.  Thomas  (Opp.)  of  Massa- 
chusetts made  an  elaborate,  able,  and  eloquent  speech 
in  opposition  to  these  twin  measures  of  confiscation  and 
emancipation.  "That  the  bills,"  he  said,  "  before  the 
II(^use  are  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,   and  of 
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the  Constiuitiiiu,  1  t-iunut  —  I  say  it  w  illi  all  (k'f'ercnce 
to  others  —  I  eunnot  entertain  a  doubt.  My  \y.\t\\  of 
(hit\  is  jiiain.  The  duty  of  obedience  to  that  ("onstitii- 
tiou  was  never  more  imperative  than  now.  1  um  not 
dis[)osed  to  deny  that  I  have  for  it  a  superstitious  rever- 
ence. I  have  '  worshipped  it  from  my  forefathers.'  In 
•the  school  of  rigid  discipline  by  which  we  were  {)reparcd 
for  it,  in  the  struirgles  out  of  which  it  was  born,  the 
seven  vears  of  bitter  conflict,  and  the  seven  darker  years 
in  which  that  conflict  seemed  to  be  fruitless  of  good,  in 
the  wisdom  with  which  it  was  constructed  and  first 
administered  and  set  in  motion,  in  the  beneficent  Gov- 
ennnent  it  has  secured  for  more  than  two  generations, 
in  the  blessed  influences  it  has  exerted  upon  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  humanity  the  world  over,  I  cannot  fail 
to  recognize  the  hand  of  a  guiding  and  l()\ing  Provi- 
dence. But  not  for  the  blessed  memories  of  the  past  only 
do  I  clinir  to  it.  He  nmst  be  blinded  '  with  excess  of 
light,'  or  Avith  the  want  of  it,  wlio  does  not  see  that  to 
tills  nation,  trembling  on  the  verge  of  dissolution,  it  is 
the  only  possible  bond  of  unity." 

Mr.  Train  (Rep.)  of  ^Massachusetts  thought  the;  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky  resolutions  of  1798,  originally 
brougiit  forward  to  embarrass  the  administration  of  fjolm 
Adams,  have  done  their  work  ;  that ''  the  germ  of  disso- 
lutiiin  then  planted  has  been  industriously  nursed  by  de- 
signing men  and  inl)orn  traitors,  until  now  the  country  is 
rcajiing  the  bitter  fruit.  Shivery  has  added  its  influence 
in  l)ringing  about  the  Ivcbcllion,  and  a  most  potent  and 
sinful  one.  It  is  an  unmitigated  curse,  and  a  (U-adly 
e\  il  ;  but  this  Kebeliion  would  ha\e  occurred  witiiout  it. 
A\'hen  vou  add  the  workings  of  slaver v  to  the  doctrines 
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I  have  alluded  to,  every  lioiu-  brings  you  with  lightning- 
speed  to  practical  secession.  Slavery  debases  every 
Avhite  person  with  which  it  conies  in  contact,  socially 
and  politically.  It  creates  a  difterence  of  classes  incom- 
l)atll)le  with  a  repul)lican  form  of  g-ovcrnment ;  it  makes 
the  master  impatient  of  control,  and  insubordinate  as  a 
citizen  of  the  State,  as  it  compels  the  master  to  hold 
a  large  amoimt  of  land  to  make  slavery  profitable  ;  it 
creates  a  landed  aristocracy,  who,  living  upon  the  labor 
of  others,  learn  to  look  down  with  contempt  upon  those 
■who  regard  labor  as  honorable  ;  and  finally  it  creates  a 
class  of  poor  whites,  who,  with  the  rights  of  citizens,  are 
as  iofnorant  and  deo^raded  as  the  blacks,  and  who  were 
easily  inflamed  to  political  madness,  when  the  masters, 
rankling  at  the  loss  of  political  power,  and  to  some 
of  them  the  still  greater  loss  of  the  opportunity  to 
steal  from  the  public  treasury,  applied  the  doctrine 
of  State  rights,  and  practically  of  open  secession.  If, 
then,  the  event  of  the  Rebellion  shall  annihilate  the  doc- 
trine of  State  rights,  the  Union  may  be  restored,  though 
slavery  remains  stat  nominis  7(mb)Xi."  Mr.  Whalley 
(Union)  of  Virginia  briefly  and  earnestly  advocated  the 
})ending  bills.  Virginia,  he  declared,  was  mobbed  out 
of  the  Union  ;  and  the  people  of  Western  Virginia  ap- 
pealed to  the  people  of  the  loyal  States  for  aid,  and 
"Massachusetts,  responding  to  our  call,  loaned  us  ten 
thousand  stand  of  arms."  lie  emphatically  declared, 
"  If  the  policy  is  carried  out  which  is  contended  for  by 
some  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  confiscation, 
let  me  tell  them,  however  honest  they  may  be  in  their 
o})inions  to  the  contrary,  the  imitcd  South  and  their 
sym[)athizers  in  the  North  will  once  more  take  possession 
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of  this  Government,  and  till  every  seat  in  this  House  with 
traitors,  and  our  lilx-rty  will  be  at  an  end.  If  we  re- 
vc'iw  thfui  l);i('k  into  tiill  t'cllowship,  witli  ilicir  litinds  all 
dripping-  with  the  blood  of  their  (•(•untrynien,  do  yon 
sup[)ose  that  we  of  Western  Virginia  ean  live  ii[)on  Vir- 
ginia soil?  Do  you  su[)[)ose  that  the  patriots  of  East 
Tennessee  can  remain  quietly  in  their  homes  ?  No,  sir.  I 
say  to  the  gentleman  from  ^lassachusetts  (]\[r.  Thomas), 
if  it  is  unconstitutional  to  confiscate  the  property  of  these 
rebels,  our  ( "onstitution  is  a  failure,  and  our  (lovernnient 
is  at  an  end  ;  and  I  had  rather  go  with  my  family,  and 
live  among  the  wild  savages  of  the  West,  than  remain  in 
Western  Virginia."  ]\Ir.  Ashley  (Kep.)  of  Ohio  assert- 
ed, that,  "more  than  a  year  ago,  I  proclaimed,  to  the 
constituency  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rejjresent,  my 
purpose  to  destroy  the  institution  of  slavery,  if  it  became 
necessary  to  save  the  country,  —  as  1  believed  then,  and 
still  believe  it  is,  —  in  every  State  which  had  rel^elled, 
or  which  should  rebel,  and  make  war  up(»n  the  Govern- 
ment. I  then  demanded,  as  I  now  demand,  'that  not 
a  single  slave  claimed  by  a  rebel  slave-master  shall  be 
delivered  up  if  he  escape,  or  be  left  in  the  wake  of  our 
advancing  and  victorious  armies.'  I  then  declared,  as 
I  now  declare,  that  'justice,  no  less  than  our  own  self- 
preservation  as  a  nation,  required  that  we  should  confis- 
cate and  emancipate,  and  thus  secure  indemnity  for 
the  past,  and  security  for  the  future.'"  Mr.  Killinger 
(Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  thought  we  were  "in  danger 
of  doing  too  much,  not  too  little,  on  this  interminable 
negro  question." 

Mr.  Gurley   (Rep.)   of  Ohio    earnestly  pressed    the 
duty  of  extending  confiscation  to  the  slaves  of  disloyal 
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masters.  ''I  sec  not,'"  he  said,  "why  property  in  slaves 
so  called  should  be  regarded  as  more  sacred  in  title  than 
houses,  lands,  gold,  and  silver.  True,  the  man  who  is 
called  a  slave  l^ears  tlie  image  of  God  ;  there  is  upon 
him  the. moral  impress  of  the  Almighty  ;  it  is  generally 
believed  also  that  he  has  a  soul,  or  spirit,  that  is  immor- 
tal ;  and  it  is  the  common  expectation,  that  he  Avill  sit 
down  in  heaven  side  by  side  with  his  master  :  but  is  it 
for  this  that  he  must,  amid  all  the  changes  and  chances 
of  government,  of  Avar  and  peace,  irrevocably  remain 
in  servitude,  while  every  other  species  of  property  is 
taken  from  rebels?  Is  it,  then,  true  that  property  in 
husbands,  wives,  and  children,  is  so  intensified  in  value, 
that  even  hard  coin  may  be  taken,  but  these  never?  By 
what  rule,  pray,  of  justice,  human  or  divine,  or  of  law, 
shall  we  seize  the  horses  of  rel^els,  and  pass  by  their 
slaves,  when  one  of  the  latter  is  practically  worth  in 
this  war  twenty  of  the  former?"  Mr.  AYhite  (Rep.) 
of  Indiana  advocated  the  bills,  and  ]Mr.  Xugen  (Dem.) 
of  Ohio  opposed  their  enactment.  ]\Ir.  Cox  (Dem.)  of 
Ohio  delivered  a  lengthy  and  discursiAC  speech  on  eman- 
cipation and  its  results.  lie  denied  that  "  slavery  was 
the  cause  of  the  Rebellion  :  "  it  was  "tlie  occasion,  not 
the  cause."  He  believed  secession  "the  worst  crime 
since  Calvary,"  but  was  "  at  as  great  a  loss  how  to  appoi- 
tion  tlie  guilt  between  secession,  and  abolition  which 
begat  it,  as  I  would  be  to  apportion  the  guilt  of  the  cru- 
cifixion between  Judas  and  the  Roman  soldiers.  .  .  . 
Must  these  Northera  fanatics,"  he  asked,  "be  sated 
with  negroes,  taxes,  and  lilood,  with  division  Xorth  and 
devastation  South,  and  peril  to  constitutional  liberty 
everywhere,  before   relief  shall   come?     They  will  not 
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halt  until  their  (lulling  schemes  are  consummated. 
History  trlls  us  that  such  zeah)ts  do  not  and  cannot  ijo 
hackward/'  ]\Ir.  AVicklittt'  (^)pi>-)  of  Kcntuckv  IkkI 
Ih'OU  nearly  fifty  years  (h'voted  to  the  service  of  the 
country  ;  and,  old  and  (•i'i|ii»h'd,  he  was  sent  there  to  (h) 
all  he  Could  to  rr-torc  the  Union  as  it  was,  to  ])i('scr\o 
the  Constitution,  and  enforce  the  laws.  He  had  served 
■\vith  John  (^uincy  Adams  in  Congress,  and  he  was 
"  Ixjund  to  ascrii)e  his  hatixd  of  the  South  and  its  insti- 
tutions to  his  o\eithro\v  In  1S2<S  as  President.  Mr. 
A(hams  had  heen  the  founder,  and  for  life  the  leader,  of 
that  party  in  the  North  which  made  constant  war  upon 
the  institution  of  shncry  within  the  States.  It  is  on 
his  wild,  heated,  and  monstrous  (h)ctrine,"  he  declared, 
"that  the  advocates  of  emancipation  hy  the  war  of  the 
present  dav  hase  their  claim  of  the  power."  Xo  lan- 
ffuaii'e  could  cxiiress  his  ahhorrence  of  the  act  of  or^^an- 
izing  a  brigade  of  sla\es  l»y  (Jen.  Hunter.  "I  have," 
he  dechired,  "introduced  a  hill  to  prohibit  this  outrage, 
this  wi'oiig  upon  Inunanity,  this  stigma  upon  the  cliai'ac- 
ter  of  the  nation,  -which  no  repentance,  not  of  h»ng 
rolling  years,  will  efface."'  Mr.  AA'alton  (Ivep.)  of 
A'erniont  made  an  elaborate  argument  on  the  j)ower  to 
enact  the  pending  bills,  and  in  favor  of  the  Senate  bill. 
]\rr.  Law  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  emphatically  dechired 
that  "the  man  who  (hvams  of  closing  the  present  un- 
hap[)y  contest  by  reconstructing  this  Union  u])on  any 
other  basis  than  that  prescribed  by  our  fathers,  in  the 
compact  formed  by  them,  is  a  madman,  —  ay,  worse,  a 
traitor:  and  should  lie  hung  as  high  as  Hainan.  Sir, 
pass  these  acts,  confiscate  imder  these  bills  tlie  prop- 
erty of  these  men,  emancipate  their  negroes,  place  arms 
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in  the  hands  of  these  human  gorillas  to  murder  their 
masters  and  violate  their  Avives  and  daughters,  and  you 
will  have  a  war  such  as  was  never  witnessed  in  the 
worst  days  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  horrors  never 
exceeded  in  St.  Domingo,  for  the  balance  of  this  cen- 
tury at  least." 

Mr.  jMaynard  (Union)  of  Tennessee  doubted  "  the 
power  of  Congress  under  the  Constitution  to  pass 
either  of  these  bills ; "  and  he  was  "  opposed  to  the 
exercise  by  Congress  of  any  doubtful  powers."  Mr. 
Eliot,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee,  closed  the 
debate  in  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  House  to  "  show,  that 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
country,  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  we  are 
willing,  so  far  as  we  are  constitutionally  able,  to 
hearken  to  the  cry  of  our  people,  to  uphold  and 
strengthen  the  arms  of  the  Government,  and  condemn 
the  property  of  rebel  enemies,  which  is  now  employed 
for  the  overthrow  of  our  Constitution  and  our  laws." 
After  the  passage  of  the  Confiscation  Bill,  the  speaker 
stated  that  the  next  question  was  the  House  bill  to  free 
from  servitude  the  slaves  of  rebels  engaged  in  or  abet- 
ting the  existing  Rebellion,  and  that  the  question  was 
first  on  Mr.  Blair's  amendment  to  Mr.  Sedgwick's 
amendment.  ]\Ir.  Blair  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered, — yeas  52,  nays  95.  The 
question  then  recurred  on  ]Mr.  Sedgwick's  amendment ; 
and  Mr.  Holman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered,  —  yeas  32,  nays  116.  The  ques- 
tion recurred  on  Mr.  Walton's  amendment  to  Mr. 
Morrill's  amendment,  and  it  was  lost,  —  yeas  29,  nays 
121;  and  the  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Morrill's  sub- 
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Btituto,  and  it  was  lost, — yeas  16,  nays  121).  Mr. 
Eliot's  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time.  INIr.  Vallan- 
dighani  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  tliev  were  ordered, — yeas  74,  nays  78. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected  on  the  2()th  of  ]\Iny. 

On  the  27th,  Mr.  Porter  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
tlic  vote,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  to  recommit  tlie 
bill,  with  instructions  to  report  as  a  substitute  the 
amendment  he  had  proposed.  The  motion  coming  up 
on  the  28th,  Mr.  Porter  moved  to  postpone  the  consid- 
eration of  the  motion  to  the  4th  of  June.  Mr.  Ilolman 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  — 
yeas  69,  nays  73.  The  motion  to  postpone  to  the  4th 
of  June  was  agreed  to.  On  tlie  4tli  of  June,  the 
Speaker  stated  the  business  in  order  to  be  ^Ir.  Porter's 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting  tlie  bill  to  free 
the  slaves  of  rebels,  and  recommit  the  bill  with  instruc- 
tions. Mr.  Porter  addressed  the  House  in  support  of 
his  motion  to  reconsider  and  recommit.  ]\[r.  Vallan- 
digham  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table, — yeas  G5,  nays  HG  ;  and  Mr.  Porter's  motion  to 
reconsider  was  then  agreed  to, — yeas  84,  nays  64. 
^Ir.  Porter  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Special  Conunittee,  with  instructions  to  report  his  sub- 
stitute ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to, — yeas  84, 
nays   66. 

^Ir.  Eliot,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee,  on 
the  17th  of  June  reported  back  the  original  bill,  with 
Mr.  Porter's  substitute ;  and  moved  several  amend- 
ments, all  of  wliirh  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  On 
the  l^th,  Mr.  Kliot  moved  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Por- 
ter's   aiuendinent,    rejxtrted    bv   the    Select   Committee, 
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under  the  instructions  of  the  House.  IMr.  Eliot's  sub- 
stitute provided  that  all  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim 
■whatever  of  every  person  belonging  to  six  classes,  — 
the  sixth  including  all  persons  in  armed  rebellion  sixty 
days  after  the  President  shall  issue  his  proclamation,  — 
in  and  to  the  service  of  any  other  persons,  shall  be  for- 
feited, and  such  persons  shall  be  for  ever  discharged 
from  service,  and  be  freemen ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent appoint  commissioners  to  carry  the  act  into  effect. 
Mr.  Eliot's  amendment  was  agreed  to, — yeas  82,  nays 
54;  the  substitute,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to, — yeas 
83,  nays  52;  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  passed, — 
yeas  82,  nays  54. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  bill,  passed  on  the  2Gth  of  May, 
to  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels.  Mr.  Clark  moved 
to  amend  it  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enactmg  clause, 
and  inserting  the  bill  reported  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  Senate,  which  combined  confiscation 
and  emancipation.  Mr.  Saulsbury  (Dem.)  of  Dela- 
ware addressed  the  Senate  on  the  24th  of  June  in  op- 
position to  the  policy  of  confiscation  and  emancipation. 
On  the  27th,  the  debate  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Cowan, 
Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Howard^  Mr.  Browning,  ]Mr.  Dix- 
on, and  Mr.  Sumner.  Mr.  Trumbull,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  said,  "  When  a  negro  rushes  in  to  save  the 
life  of  my  brother  or  my  son  from  the  bayonet  of  a 
traitor  against  this  Government,  and  knocks  up  the 
A\eapon  that  is  aimed  at  his  life,  I  will  say  '  God  speed' 
to  the  negro,  and  I  will  encourage  him  to  do  it  again. 
Sir,  no  traitor  shall  come  and  murder  my  child  or 
my  brother,  or  any  soldier  of  my  State  or  my  country, 
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who  is  fii^htiii!^  fur  this  Uniuii,  with  my  consent.  If 
there  is  ;i  ni'uro  or  anybody  else  in  (iuiFs  world  that 
has  got  an  arm  to  strike  him  down,  I  will  say,  '  Strike  ! ' 
I  cai'C  not  who  it  is."  —  "Let  me  confess  frankly," 
said  ^[r.  Snmner,  "  that  I  look  with  more  hope  and 
confidence  to  liberation  than  to  confiscation.  To  give 
freedom  rs  nobler  than  to  take  property  :  and,  on  this 
occasion,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  more  efficacious  ;  for,  in 
this  way,  the  rear-<iuard  of  the  Rebellion  will  be  surely 
chanjied  into  the  advance-n^uard  of  the  Union.  There 
is  in  confiscation,  unless  when  directed  ai^ainst  the 
criminal  authors  of  the  Rebellion,  a  harshness  incon- 
sistent with  that  mercy  which  it  is  always  a  sacred  duty 
to  cultivate,  and  which  should  be  manifest  in  propor- 
tion to  our  triumphs, — 'mightiest  in  tlie  miiihtiest.' 
But  liberation  is  not  harsh  ;  and  it  is  certain,  if  prop- 
erly conducted,  to  carry  with  it  the  smiles  of  a  benig- 
nant Providence."  On  the  28th,  the  debate  was 
continued  by  ]Mr.  Wilkinson,  ]Mr.  Cowan,  ]\Ir.  Sum- 
ner, ^Ir.  Clark,  ]\Ir.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  ]\lr. 
Sherman,  !Mr.  Wade,  ]Mr.  Fessenden,  and  other  sen- 
ators. ]Mr.  Clark's  amendment  to  the  Confiscation 
Bill  of  the  House  was  agreed  to, — yeas  21,  nays  17. 
^Ir.  Ti-umbull  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  House 
bill  to  free  the  slaves  of  rebels.  After  debate,  Mr. 
Trumbull  withdrew^  his  amendment.  The  vote  was 
taken  on  concurring  in  ]\Ir.  Clark's  amenihnent  adopt- 
ed in  committee, — yeas  19,  nays  17;  and  the  bill  as 
amended  was  then  passed, — yeas  28,  nays  13. 

In  the  House,  on  the  3d  of  July,  the  Confiscation  Bill, 
as  amended  by  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion.     Mr.  Crisfield  (Dem.)  moved  to  lay  the  amend- 
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meiit  on  the  table, — yeas  48,  uays  81.  The  question 
was  tlien  taken  on  the  Senate  amendment,  and  it  was 
non-concurred  in,  —  yeas  8,  nays  124. 

The  Senate,  on  the  8th,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Confiscation  Bill.  Mr.  Clark  moved  to 
insist,  and  ask  a  Committee  of  Conference.  Mr.  Sher- 
man moved  to  recede, — yeas  14,  nays  23.  On  Mr. 
Clark's  motion  to  insist,  and  ask  a  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, the  yeas  were  28,  and  the  nays  10  ;  and  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Wright,  were  appointed. 
The  House,  on  the  same  day,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eliot, 
vote'd  to  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  the  Senate  amend- 
ment, and  appointed  Mr.  Eliot,  ]Mr.  Wilson  (Rep.)  of 
Iowa,  and  ^Nlr.  Corning  (Dem.)  of  Xew  York,  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  on  the  part  of  the  House.  On 
the  11th  of  July,  Mr.  Eliot,  from  the  Conference  Com- 
mittee, reported  in  substance  the  Senate  amendment  pre- 
pared by  jNIr.  Clark.  This  report  coml>ined  confiscation 
and  emancipation  in  one  bill.  It  provided  that  all  slaves 
of  persons  who  shall  give  aid  or  comfort  to  the  Rebel- 
lion, Avho  shall  take  refuge  within  the  lines  of  the  army  ; 
all  slaves  captured  fl'om  such  persons,  or  deserted  by 
them,  and  coming  under  the  control  of  the  Go\  ernment ; 
and  all  slaves  of  such  persons  found  on  Ijeing  within  any 
place  occupied  by  rebel  forces,  and  afterwards  occupied 
by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  —  shall  be  deemed 
captives  of  war,  and  shall  Ije  for  ever  free,  and  not  again 
held  as  slaves  ;  that  fugitive  slaves  shall  not  be  surren- 
dered to  persons  who  have  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
Rebellion  ;  that  no  person  engaged  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  shall  surrender  fugitive  shues,  on  pain  of 

being  dismissed  from  the  service  ;    and  that  the  Piesi- 
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dent  may  en){)li)y  persofis  of  African  descent  for  the 
slll)]>rl',-<^ion  of  the  RebelUon,  and  organize  and  use 
ihcni  in  siuii  manner  a.s  he  may  judge  best  for  the  pub- 
lic welfare.  j\Ir.  Allen  (Deni.)  of  Illinois  moved  to 
lay  the  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  on  the 
table, — yeas  42,  nays  78;  and  the  report  was  then 
agreed  to, — yeas  82,  nays  42.  In  the  Senate,  on  the 
12th,  the  Conference  Connnittee's  rejjort  was  considered. 
!Mr.  ]\l'Dougall  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  — yeas  12, 
nays  28.  Mr.  Carlile  demandi-d  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  acceptance  of  the  report,  — yeas  27,  nays  12.  So 
the  rej)ort  was  accepted ;  and  the  bill  received,  on  the 
1 7th  of  July,  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 
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CHAPTER   VII. 

HAYTI    AND    LIBERIA. 

MR.   SUMNER'S    BILL    TO    AUTHORIZE    THE    APPOINTMENT    OF    DIPLOMATIC 
REPRESENTATIVES   TO   HAYTI   AND   LIBERIA.  —  MR.    SUMNER'S    SPEECH. 

—  MR.  DAVIS'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  DAVIS'S  SPEECH.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE 
BILL.  —  THE   BILL   REPORTED   IN   THE   HOUSE.  —  MR.    GOOCH's   SPEECH. 

—  MR.  cox's  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  COX'S  SPEECH.  —  ME.  BIDDLE's 
SPEECH.  —  MR.  KELLEY'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  M'KNIGHT'S  SPEECH.  —  MR. 
ELIOT'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  THOMAS'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.    FESSENDEN'S   SPEECH. 

—  MR.  MAYNARD'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  CRITTENDEN'S  SPEECH.  —  PASSAGE 
OF  THE   BILL. 

IN  the  Senate,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1862,  Mr. 
Sumner  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  the 
opening  of  diplomatic  relations  with  the  republics  of 
Hayti  and  Libei'ia,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  diplomatic 
representatives  to  the  republics  of  Hayti  and  Liberia ; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  IVIr.  Sumner  moved  to  take  up 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  di[)lomatIc 
representatives  to  the  republics  of  Hayti  and  Libei'ia. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  made  the  special  order  for  the  next  day.  On  that 
day,  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  its  consideration.  It  proposed  to  authorize 
the   President  of  the  United   States,  by  and  with  tlie 
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advice  and  consent  of  tlie  Senate,  to  appoint  dij)l(nnatic 
representatives  of  the  United  States  to  the  republics  of 
Ilayti  and  Liberia  respectively.  Mr.  Sunnier  then 
addressed  the  Senate  in  support  of  the  bill  in  a  mod- 
erate and  well-guarded  speech.  "The  independence 
of  llavti  and  Liberia,"  he  said,  "  has  ne\er  yet  been 
acknowledged  bv  our  ( ii)\erniuciit.  It  would  at  any 
time  be  within  the  j)rovince  of  the  President  to  do 
this,  either  by  receivinj^  a  diplomatic  re[)resentative 
from  these  republics,  or  by  sendinj^  one  to  them. 
The  action  of  Congress  is  not  necessary,  except  so 
far  as  an  appropriation  may  be  needed  to  sustain  a 
mission.  But  the  President  has  seen  fit,  in  his  annual 
message,  to  invite  such  action.  By  this  bill,  Congress 
"will  associate  itself  with  him  in  the  acknowledgment, 
Avhlch,  viewed  only  as  an  act  of  justice,  comity,  and 
good  neighborhood,  must  connnend  itself  to  all  candid 
minds.  ...  .V  full  generation  has  passed  since  the 
acknowledgment  of  Ilayti  was  urged  upon  Congress. 
As  an  act  of  justice  too  long  deferred,  it  aroused  even 
then  the  active  sympathy  of  multitudes  ;  while,  as  an 
act  for  the  benefit  of  our  commerce,  it  was  ably  com- 
mended by  eminent  merchants  of  Boston  and  Xew 
^  oi'k,  \\illiout  distinction  of  party.  It  recei\etl  the 
authoritative  support  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  whose 
vindication  of  Ilayti  was  associated  with  his  best  la- 
bors in  the  other  House.  The  right  of  petition,  which 
lie  steadfastly  maintained,  was  long  n<xo  established. 
Slavery  in  the  national  caj)ital  is  now  abolished.  It 
remains  that  this  other  triumph  shall  be  achieved. 
IV'litiouers  w  lu)  years  ago  united  in  this  praver,  and 
statesmen  who  presented  the  petitions,  are   dead;    but 
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they  will   all  live  again  iu  the  good  work  which  they 
generously  began." 

On  the  24th,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill.  Mr.  Davis  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky  moved  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert,  "That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is,  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  consid  to  the  republic  of  Liberia,  and 
a  consul-general  to  the  republic  of  Hayti."  Mr.  Davis 
said,  "I  am  weary,  sick,  disgusted,  despondent,  with  the 
introduction  of  the  subject  of  slaves  and  slavery  into 
this  Chamber  ;  and,  if  I  had  not  happened  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  from  which  this  bill  was  reported,  I 
should  not  have  opened  my  mouth  upon  the  subject.  If, 
after  such  a  measure  should  take  effect,  the  republic  of 
Hayti  and  the  republic  of  Liberia  were  to  send  their 
ministers  ])lenipotentiary  or  their  charges  (Vaffalres  to 
our  Government,  they  would  have  to  be  recei\cd  by  the 
President  and  by  all  the  functionaries  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  same  terms  of  equality  with  similar 
representatives  from  other  powers.  AVe  recollect,  that, 
a  few  years  ago,  the  refined  French  coiu-t  admitted  and 
received  the  representative  of  Soulouque,  who  then 
denominated  himself,  or  was  called,  the  Emperor  of  Do- 
minica, I  think."  Mr.  Sumner:  "Of  Hayti."  — "Well," 
continued  Mr.  Davis,  "a  big  negro  fellow,  dressed  out 
with  his  silver  or  gold  lace  clothes  in  the  most  fantastic 
and  gaudy  style,  presented  himself  in  the  court  of  Louis 
Kapoleon,  and,  I  admit,  was  received.  Now,  sir,  I 
want  no  such  exhibition  as  that  in  our  capital  and  in 
our  Government.  The  American  minister,  Mr.  Mason, 
was  present  on  that  occasion  ;    and  he  was  sleeved  by 
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some  Eny,Hsliiii:in  —  I  have  forgotten  his  name  —  who 
was  present,  who  j)ointe(l  out  to  him  the  amhassador 
of  SoidoiKiue,  and  said,  '  ^\  luit  dn  you  think  of  iiimy' 
Mr.  Mason  turned  round,  and  said,  '  1  think,  eh)thes 
and  all,  he  is  worth  a  thousand  dollars.'"  Mr.  Davis 
hoped  that  many  colored  ])e(.>ple  would  go  to  Liberia,  and 
cast  their  destinies  in  the  laud  of  their  fathers.  "  I 
made,"  replied  Mr.  Sumner,  "  no  allusion  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  popuhition  of  those  two  republics.  I  made  no 
apjuul  for  them  on  account  of  their  color.  I  did  not 
allude  to  the  unhappy  circumstance  in  their  history, 
that  they  had  once  been  slaves.  It  is  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  who  has  introduced  that  topic  into  debate. 
And  not  only  this,  sir  :  he  has  followed  it  by  alluding 
to  some  possible  ditiiculties  —  I  hardly  know  how  to 
chanicterize  them  —  wdiich  may  occur  here  in  social 
life,  should  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  under- 
take at  this  late  day,  sim[)ly  in  harmony  with  the  law 
of  nations,  and  following  the  policy  of  civilized  comnui- 
uities,  to  pass  the  bill  now  under  discussion.  I  shall 
not  follow  the  senator  on  those  sensitive  topics.  I  con- 
tent myself  with  a  single  remark.  I  have  more  than 
once  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  citizens  of  these 
republics  ;  and  I  say  nothing  more  than  truth  when  I 
add,  that  I  have  found  them  so  refined,  and  so  full  of 
self-respect,  that  I  am  led  to  believe  no  one  of  them 
chaz'Ofed  with  a  mission  from  his  iiovcrnment  will  seek 
any  society  where  he  will  not  be  entirely  welcome. 
Sir,  the  senator  from  Kentucky  may  banish  all  anxiety 
on  that  account.  Xo  representative  from  Ilayti  or 
Liberia  will  trouble  him."  ^Ir.  Davis's  amendment  was 
rejected,  —  yeas  8,  nays  30.      The  yeas  and  nays  were 
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then  ordered   on   the  passage  of   the  bill,  —  yeas  32, 
nays   7.       So  the  bill   passed  the  Senate. 

In  the  House,  June  2,  Mr.  Gooch  (Rep.)  of  Mas- 
sachusetts moved  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  diplomatic  representatives  to  the  republics 
of  Hayti  and  Liberia .  Mr.  Gooch  addressed  the  House 
in  a  clear,  concise,  and  practical  speech  in  support  of 
the  measure.  He  said,  "Justice,  sound  policy,  political 
wisdom,  commercial  interest,  the  example  of  other  gov- 
ernments, and  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  our  own,  all 
demand  that  we  recognize  the  independence  of  Hayti 
and  Liberia,  and  that,  in  our  intercourse  with  them,  we 
place  them  on  the  same  footing  as  other  independent 
nations."  Mr.  Cox  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  moved  as  a  substi- 
tute the  following  amendment :  "  That  there  be  appoint- 
ed for  each  of  the  republics  of  Liberia  and  Hayti  a 
consul-general,  who  shall  be  authorized  to  negotiate  any 
treaties  of  commerce  between  said  republics  and  this 
country."  INIr.  Cox  said  that  this  was  "literally  a 
Black-Republican  measure.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts intends  to  let  Hayti  and  Liberia  send  as 
ministers  whomsoever  they  please  to  this  country.  If 
they  send  negro  ministers  to  Washington  City,  the  gen- 
tleman will  say,  they  shall  be  welcomed  as  ministers, 
and  have  all  the  rights  of  Lord  Lyons  and  Count  Mer- 
cier."  —  "  AVhat  objection,"  asked  Mr.  Fessenden  (Rep.) 
of  Maine,  "can  the  gentleman  have  to  such  representa- 
tives ?  "  —  "  Objection  ?  Gracious  heavens  !  what  inno- 
cency  I  "  exclaimed  ]Mr.  Cox.  "Objection  to  receiving 
a  black  man  on  an  equality  with  the  white  men  of  this 
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ODuntrv?  Every  objection  whioh  instinct,  race,  preju- 
dice, and  institutions  make.  AViiat  is  it  for,  unless  it  be 
to  outraLic  the  ]ii-(;ju(li('es  of"  the  whites  of"  this  country, 
and  to  show  how  audacitjus  the  al)olitionists  can  beliave"? 
lb)w  iine  it  will  look,  after  enianci[)atin^  the  slaves  in 
this  District,  to  welcome  here  at  the  \\'hite  House  an 
African,  full-blooded,  nil  gilded  and  belaced,  dressed 
in  court  style,  with  wi<^-  and  sword  and  tights  and 
shoe-buckles  and  riljbons  and  spangles,  and  many  other 
adoniments  which  Af"rican  vanity  will  suggest!  How 
su^i'i'estive  ot"  i'lm  to  our  li'ood-humored,  ioke-crackiu'r 
Exccuti\e  !  A\'ith  what  admiring  aw(>  will  the  contra- 
bands a[)[)roa('h  this  clxmy  demigod  I  while  all  decent 
and  sensible  white  people  will  laugh  the  silly  and  riili- 
culous  ceremony  to  scorn."  ^Nlr.  Biddle  (Dem.)  of 
Pennsylvania  followed  Mr.  Cox.  "I  cannot,"  he  said, 
"recognize  this  measui'e  as  now  prompted  by  that  genu- 
ine philanthropy  of  which  political  abolitionism  is  the 
basest  of  counterfeits.  Eminent  members  of  the  party 
in  power  laugh  to  scorn  this  colonization  scheme." 

On  the  od  of  June,  the  House  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill.  ]\rr.  Kelley  (Rep.)  of  Pennsyhania 
said,  "The  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Cox),  acting 
under  the  new  code,  indulged  himself  in  parading  before 
the  House  the  squalor  and  ignorance  of  the  recently  es- 
caped slaves  around  us,  as  a  fair  portraiture  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  negro  race.  He  drew  a  mclanclioly  j)i('ture. 
l^ut  how  he  enjoyed  it  !  and  with  what  evident  satisfac- 
tion he  added  each  sombre  tint !  The  gusto  with  which 
lie  completed  the  work  gave  sonu'  indication  of  lutw 
jolly  he  would  be,  could  he  join  a  ring  in  derisive  dance 
around  some   ulcerous  Lazarus   or  blind  Samson  fallen 
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by  the  wayside.  And  then  his  otlier  picture  of  the 
uegro  official  in  shoe-buckles,  knce-bi'eeches,  gold  lace, 
and  bag  wig,  —  it  was  so  funny  !  True,  I  did  not  hear 
the  roars  of  laughter  that  should  have  followed  it ;  but 
I  am  quite  sure,  that,  if  there  was  any  such  person  as  the 
elder  Mr.  Weller  in  the  galleries,  the  effort  to  suppress 
his  laughter  must  liave  l)rought  him  well-nigli  to  apo- 
plexy." jNIr.  jNl'Knight  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  f)l- 
lowed  in  support  of  the  measure.  "It  has  been,"  he 
said,  "  to  our  glory  that  we  planted  the  seeds  of  freedom, 
civilization,  and  Christianity,  on  the  shores  of  heathen 
Africa,  and  to  our  shame  that  we  have  so  long  aban- 
doned tlie  culture  and  nature  of  the  plant  to  others." 
Mr.  Eliot  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  discussed  the  inter- 
ests involved,  and  the  duty  of  action.  ]Mr.  Thomas 
(0pp.)  of  jNIassachusetts  spoke  bi'iefly  but  elocjuently 
in  fa^or  of  the  bill.  "  I  have  no  desire,"  he  declared, 
"  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the  relative  capacity  of 
races;  but,  if  the  inferiority  of  the  African  race  were 
established,  the  inference  as  to  our  duty  would  be  very 
plain.  If  this  colony  has  been  built  up  by  an  inferior 
race  of  men,  they  have  upon  us  a  yet  stronger  claim  for 
our  countenance,  recognition,  and,  if  need  be,  protec- 
tion. The  instincts  of  the  human  mind  and  licart  concur 
with  the  policy  of  men  and  governments  t(i  help  and 
protect  the  weak.  I  understand,  that  to  a  child  or  to 
a  woman  I  am  to  show  a  degree  of  forbearance,  kind- 
ness, and  of  gentleness  even,  which  I  am  not  necessarily 
to  extend  to  my  equal."  Mr.  Fessenden  of  Maine 
would  be  willing  to  see  any  one,  without  regard  to  color, 
who  might  be  sent  as  minister  by  a  government  with 
whom  we  have  diplomatic  relations.     "  The  whole  argu- 
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nient,"  he  said,  "of  Mr.  C«)x,  centred  in  this:  Hayti 
and  Lihcria  are  not  to  he  acknowledged,  —  no  matter 
what  reasons  may  l)e  ^"iven  to  the  contrary, — hecause, 
it'  otherwise,  we  shall  see  black  ambassadors  in  Wash- 
iniiton.  In  my  opinion,  the  s[)eeeh  of  the  gentleman 
was  nnworthy  of"  his  head  and  heart."  Mr.  ^Nlaynard 
(Union)  of  Tennessee  would  pass  the  liill.  "The  policy 
of  this,  like  all  other  nations,  should  be  to  recognize  every 
nationality  whicii  has  entitled  itself  to  that  degree  of 
consideration.  1  suppose,  if  Liberia  should  send  one 
of  her  citizens  here,  one  of  Afric's  dusky  sons,  in  some 
diplomatic  character,  —  and  even  this  by  no  means  fol- 
lows from  the  passage  of  this  bill,  —  and  he  should  oc- 
cupy a  seat  in  the  diplomatic  gallery,  none  of  us  would 
suffer  more  harm  from  the  proximity  than  we  now  do 
from  our  contact  with  those  of  the  same  race  who  attend 
to  the  wants  of  our  persons,  brushing  our  coats  and 
polishing  our  boots,  in  the  lobbies  of  the  House." 

]Mr.  Crittenden  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky  said,  ''1  will 
only  say,  sir,  that  I  have  an  imiate  sort  of  confidence 
and  pride  that  the  race  to  which  we  belong  is  a  superior 
race  among  the  races  of  the  earth,  and  I  want  to  see 
that  pride  maintained.  The  Romans  thought  that  no 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  were  equal  to  the  citizens 
of  Rome,  and  it  made  them  the  greatest  people  in  the 
world.  .  .  .  The  spectacle  of  such  a  di[)lomatic  dignitary 
in  our  country,  \voul(l,  I  apprehend,  be  offensive  to  the 
people  for  many  reasons,  and  wound  their  habitual  sense 
of  superiority  to  the  African  race."  Mr.  (iooch  closed 
the  debate.  "  \\'liy  shall  we,"  he  asked,  "in  our  inter- 
course with  the  world,  make  discriminations  in  relation 
to  color  not  recognized  l)y  the  other  leading  powers  of 
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the  earth?  Certauily  the  fact,  that  the  great  body  of 
slavelioklcrs  in  tliis  country  are  to-day  in  rebellion 
against  this  Government,  and  seeking  its  OAcrthrow, 
because  they  have  not  been  able  to  control  all  its 
departments  to  promote  the  extension  and  perpetuation 
of  slavery,  does  not  make  it  obligatory  upon  us  to  do 
so."  The  first  question  Avas  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Cox's  amendment.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  ; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  question 
was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  — yeas 
40,  nays  82.  Mr.  Gooch  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  previous  question 
was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered.  Mr. 
Cox  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  ques- 
tion was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
—  yeas  86,  nays  37.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
received  the  approval  of  the  President  on  the  fifth  day 
of  June,  1862. 
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CHAPTER    VI I  r. 

EDUCATION   UF    CuL(JUi:i)    YULTll    1\    THE    DISTRICT 
OF   COLUMBIA. 

Bin.  i;nniKs'.s  lui-i..  —  mij.  chumes's  hepout.  —  Jin.  wii.sd.n'.s  .\mi:ni>mi;nt. 

—  ki;m.\i;ks  ok   >ih.  wii.sun.  —  pas.s.vge   ok   the    bill.  —  kill   ije- 

POUTED  IN  the  llOfSE  BY  MR.  HOLLIXS.  —  PASS.VOE  f)E  THE  BILL. — 
MK.  LOVEJOY'.S  bill. — HEI'ORTED  BY  MI4.  EESSENDEX.  —  P.VSSAGE  OF 
THE  BILL. —  BILL  KEPOKTED  IN  THE  SENATE  BY  UK.  GHI.MES.  —  P.\S- 
SAC.E  OK  THE  BILL.  —  MK.  WILSON'S  BILL.  —  liEPOUTED  FROM  THE 
DISTRICT  CO.MMITTEE.  —  REMARKS  BY  MR.  CARLILE.  —  MR.  CRIMES.. — 
MR.    DAVIS.  —  MR.    MORRILL.  —  PASSAGE   OF   THE    BILL   IN   THE   SEN.\TE. 

—  PASSAGE  IN  THE  HOUSE.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  BILL.  —  MR.  GRISIES'S 
BILL. —  PASSAGE  IN  THE  SENATE.  —  MR.  PATFERSON's  SUBSTITl'TE.  — 
P.VSSAGE   OF    THE    BILL. 

THE  censiLs  of  18()0  revealed  tlie  fart,  that  tliere 
were  more  than  three  thou.'^aiid  coh)red  youth  in 
the  Di.striet  of  C'ohunbia.  Tliese  chihlren  were  not 
permitted  to  enter  tlie  puhlie  selioul.s,  and  no  public 
provi.-^ion  whate\er  was  made  for  their  instruction.  The 
property  of  eolored  ])arents  was  taxed  for  the  support 
of  schools  from  which  their  own  children  were  excluded. 
The  abolition  of  slavery,  the  repeal  of  the  black  code 
and  ordinances,  in  the  District,  more  distinctly  revealed 
this  neglect  of  colored  children,  and  this  injustice  towai'ds 
colored  i)arents. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  2!lth  of  April,  18(j2,  Mr. 
Grimes  (lle[).)  of  Iowa  introduced  a  bill  providing 
for  the  education  of  colored  children  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  On  the  presentation  of  his  bill,  Mr. 
Grimes  said,  "  In  t^rder  that  there  may  be  no  misa[)[)re- 
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hension  as  to  what  this  bill  seeks,  I  desire  to  say  now, 
before  it  is  referred,  that,  aceording  to  the  census  of 
1860,  there  are  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  colored  children  in  this  District.  The  amount  of 
real  estate  then  and  now  owned  by  colored  persons 
within  the  District  is  in  value  $650,000.  There  is 
now  levied  a  tax  upon  that  pro^ierty  amounting  to 
$36,000.  The  school-tax,  as  I  understand,  is  ten  per 
centum  of  tliat  amount,  or  $3,600,  which  goes  to  the 
sujiport  of  schools  which  are  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
education  of  white  children.  This  bill  simply  provides 
that  the  tax  which  is  levied  on  the  property  of  colored 
persons  shall  be  used  exclusively  in  the  education  of 
colored  children." 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  and,  on  the  30th,  Mr.  Grimes 
reported  it  with  amendments.  The  Senate,  on  the  8th 
of  May,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  proceeded  to 
its  consideration,  and  the  amendments  of  the  committee 
were  agreed  to.  The  bill,  as  amended,  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  municipal  authorities  of  Washington  and  George- 
town to  set  apart  ten  per  cent  of  the  amount  received  from 
taxes  levied  on  the  real  and  personal  property  owned  by 
persons  of  color,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
initiating  a  system  of  primary  schools  for  the  education 
of  colored  children.  The  board  of  trustees  of  public 
schools  were  to  have  sole  control  of  the  fund  arising 
from  the  tax,  as  well  as  from  contributions  by  persons 
disposed  to  aid  in  the  education  of  the  colored  race,  or 
frtjni  any  other  source,  and  to  provide  suitable  rooms 
and  teachers  for  such  a  number  of  schools  as  in  their 
opinion  would  best  accommodate  the  colored  children. 

It)* 
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]\[r.  ^\  il.-ou  (l\op.)  of  ^Massachusetts  moved  to 
amend  the  1)111  by  adding  as  an  addlt"u)nal  section, — 

"That  all  persons  ot"  color  in  tlic  District  ol"  C'ohiiuhia,  or 
in  the  corporate  hinits  ot"  the  cities  of  AVasliiii^^ton  and 
Clcorgctown,  sliaU  he  subject  and  amenable  to  tlie  same 
laws  and  onlinances  to  wliich  free  white  persons  are  or  may 
be  snbject  or  amenable  ;  that  they  shall  be  tried  for  any 
ofiences  against  the  laws  in  the  same  manner  as  free  white 
pei-sons  are  or  may  be  tried  for  the  same  oil'ences  ;  and  that, 
upon  being  legally  convicted  of  any  crime  or  offence  against 
any  law  or  ordinance,  such  persons  of  color  shall  be  liable  to 
the  same  penalty  or  punishment,  and  no  otlier,  as  would  be  im- 
posed or  inflicted  upon  free  white  persons  for  the  same  crime 
or  offence :  and  all  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  incousistent  with  the 
])rovisious  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed." 

In  su})|)ort  of  his  aineiidnient,  Mr.  M'ilson  said,  "We 
have  some  hiws  that  everybody  admits  are  very  oppres- 
sive upon  the  colored  popuhition  of  this  District ;  some 
of  them  ohl  laws  made  by  ^Maryland  ;  others,  ordinances 
of  the  cities  of  A\'ashingtoii  and  Georgetown.  As  we 
arc  now  dealing  with  their  educational  interests,  I  think 
y\e  may  as  well  at  the  same  time  relieve  them  from  these 
oppressive  laws,  and  put  them,  so  far  as  crime  is  con- 
cerned, and  so  far  as  ofl'ences  against  the  laws  are 
concerned,  upon  the  same  footing,  and  have  them  tried 
in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  them  to  the  same  pun- 
ishments, as  the  rest  of  our  peoph'.''  Tlu'  amendment 
was  agreed  to,' the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.  ]Mr.  Saidsljury  (Dem.)  of 
Delaware  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage, 
—  yeas  27,  nays  6.  There  being  no  (piorum,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 
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On  the  9th,  the  vote  was  taken,  and  resnked — yeas 
2d,  nays  7.  So  the  bill  was  passed  in  the  Senate,  and 
its  title  so  amended  as  to  make  it  read,  "  A  bill  pro- 
A-idino-  for  the  education  of  colored  children  in  the  cities 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  for  other  purposes."  In  the  House,  on 
the  15th,  Mr.  Rollins  (Rep.)  of  New  Hampshire,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported 
back  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question  on  its  passage.  It  was  ordered  ;  the 
l)ill  was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on 
the   21st  of  May,  1862. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  23d  of  June, 
1862,  Mr.  Lovejoy  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  introduced  a  bill 
relating  to  schools  for  the  education  of  colored  children 
in  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  ;  and  it  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  District  Committee.  The  bill  provided 
that  the  duties  imposed  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  cities  of  AYashington  and  George- 
town, by  the  act  providing  for  the  education  of  colored 
children  in  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown, 
approved  May  21,  1862,  be  transferred  to  Daniel 
Breed,  Sayles  J.  Bo  wen,  and  Zenas  C.  Robbins,  and 
their  successors  in  office,  Avho  are  created  a  board  of 
trustees  of  the  schools  for  colored  children,  and  who 
shall  possess  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties 
conferred  upon  and  required  of  the  trustees  of  public 
schools  in  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  by 
that  act.  On  the  3d  of  July,  Mr.  Fessenden  (Rep.) 
of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District  to 
whom  was  referred  Mr.  Lovejoy 's  bill,  reported  it  back 
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Avitlioiit  MuieiidiiK'nt,  ami  it  passed  tlie  lluuse.  In 
tliL'  Scnati',  Mr.  (irimos,  on  the  Otli  of  Jnly,  reported 
liack  tlif  Itill  fr(jni  the  District  Connnittee ;  and,  on 
liis     niotiiin,    it    was    enaeted    on     tlie    11th    of    July, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  17th  of  February,  18(!3,  ]\Ir. 
"Wilson  (Rep.)  of  ^lassaehusetts  introdueed  a  hill  to 
incorporate  "the  institution  for  the  education  of  colored 
youth,"  to  be  located  in  the  District  of  Cohunbia.  The 
objects  of  the  institution  were  to  educate  and  improve 
the  moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  snch  colored 
youth  of  the  nation  as  may  be  placed  under  its  care  and 
influence.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
District  Committee.  Mr.  Grimes,  on  the  24th,  from 
the  Conmiittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom 
the  bill  was  referred,  reported  it  without  amendment. 
On  the  27th,  the  Senate,  on  motion  (tf  ]\Ir.  Grimes, 
proceeded  to  its  consideration.  "  I  should  like  to  know," 
said  Mr.  Carlile  (Dem.)  of  \'irginia,  "if  these  negroes 
cannot  be  educated  without  an  act  of  incorp(jration." 
He  did  not  "  see  any  very  good  reason  wh}-  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  should  enter  u})on  the  scheme 
of  educating  negroes."  He  understood  "the  reason 
assigned  for  the  government  of  a  State  undertaking  the 
education  (jf  the  citizens  of  the  State  is  that  the  citizens 
in  this  country  are  the  governors  ;  "  but  he  presumed 
"we  have  not  yet  reached  the  point  when  it  is  proposed 
to  elevate  to  the  condition  of  voters  the  negroes  of  the 
land."  ^Ir.  Grimes  in  reply  said,  "It  may  be  true,  that, 
in  that  section  of  the  country  where  the  senator  is  most 
ac(iuaiuted,  the  whole  idea  of  education  proceeds  from 
the  fact,  that  the  ])crson  who  is  to  be  educated  is  merely 
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to  be  educated  because  he  is  to  exercise  the  elective 
fi-anchise ;  but  I  thank  God  that  I  was  raised  in  a  sec- 
tion of  the  country  where  tlicre  arc  nobler  and  loftier 
sentiments  entertained  in  regard  to  education.  AVe 
entertain  the  opinion,  that  all  luunan  beings  are  account- 
able beings.  AVe  believe  that  exevy  man  should  be 
taught,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  read  the  law  by  which 
lie  is  to.be  governed,  and  under  which  he  may  be  pun- 
ished. We  believ^e  that  every  accountable  being  shoidd 
be  able  to  read  the  word  of  God,  by  which  he  should 
guide  his  steps  in  this  life,  and  shall  be  judged  in  the 
life  to  come.  AVe  believe  that  education  is  necessary  in 
order  to  elevate  the  human  race.  We  believe  that  it  is 
necessary  in  order  to  keep  our  jails  and  our  penitentiaries 
and  our  alms-houses  free  from  inmates.  In  my  section 
of  the  country,  we  do  not  educate  any  race  upon  any 
such  low  and  grovelling  ideas  as  those  that  seem  to  be 
entertained  by  the  senator  from  Virginia."  ISIr.  Davis 
(0pp.)  of  Kentucky  thought  the  subject  might  be 
dropped.  "I  recollect,"  he  said,  "a  fact  in  relation  to 
the  Island  of  St.  Lucia,  one  of  the  West-India  islands. 
"When  it  became  one  of  the  British  possessions,  a  great 
many  Irish  who  spoke  the  Gaelic  language  migrated 
fiom  the  Island  of  Erin  to  St.  Lucia.  In  the  course  of 
a  few  years,  they  possessed  themselves  of  African  slaves, 
—  slaves  from  the  continent;  and,  in  adhering  to  their 
Gaelic  language,  the  Africans  whom  they  introduced, 
and  the  young  ones  that  were  raised,  of  course  learned 
to  speak  the  Gaelic  too.  After  a  while,  some  of  their 
kinsfolk,  who  had  been  left  behind  in  the  mother  coun- 
try, visited  the  Island  of  St.  Lucia,  and  they  discovered 
all  the  negroes  there  talking  the  real  Gaelic,  the  genuine 
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Irish;  ami  thev  wrote  back  to  their  countrymen,  for  God's 
sake  no  moi'e  of  them  to  come  to  St.  Lucia  ;  and,  as  they 
loved  St.  Patrick,  not  to  come  to  St.  Lucia,  because  ajl 
the  Iri>h  turned  to  be  negi'oes  there.  I  really  think, 
!^ir,  that,  if  the  sul)ject  of  negroes  is  handk'd  nuich  longer 
in  the  Senate,  there  is  very  great  danger  of  some  sena- 
tors meeting  sucli  a  fate  as  was  feared  by  these  visitors 
from  Irchuid  would  liappen  to  their  eountrymei^."  !Mr. 
^Morrill  (l\('p.)  of  Maine  thought  the  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  the  sentiments  expressed,  were  extraordinary. 
"  The  senator  from  Virginia  puts  his  opposition  upon  the 
ground  of  a  protest  against  public  education.  Gracious 
God,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  in  the  American  Con- 
gress, and  at  this  late  day,  an  honorable  senator  sludl 
rise  here,  and  enter  his  protest  against  a  mcasiu-e  of 
public  popular  education?  Coming  from  the  region 
of  country  I  do,  I  confess  that  it  excites  wonder  and 
astonishment  in  my  mind.  Is  there  a  civilized  nation 
on  the  globe,  that  has  not,  within  the  last  fifty  years, 
turned  its  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  education  of  the 
people,  and  that  has  not  embarked  in  it,  and  niailc  it  a 
matter  of  State  concern,  if  you  })lease,  the  highest  State 
concern,  not  only  as  beneficial  to  the  individuals,  the 
social  compact,  but  to  the  security  of  the  State?  I 
should  like  to  know  what  sort  of  American  statesman- 
ship that  is  which  enables  a  senator  to  rise  here  in 
his  place,  and  arraign  a  measure  designed  to  educate 
the  people  :  for  that,  allow  me  to  say,  was  one  of  the 
positions  taken  by  the  senator  from  ^'^irginia  ;  and  he 
prided  himself  apparently  on  the  fact,  that,  in  the  region 
of  countiy  in  which  he  was  raised.  cducaTinn  was  left  to 
jn'ivate  enterprise.      How  well  that  great  dutv  has  been 
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there  performed,  I  care  not  to  say  :  the  liistory  of  the 
country  shows.  But,  sir,  I  come  from  a  region  of 
country  the  people  of  which  prize  public  education  ;  who 
liold  public  education  as  a  great  duty,  the  first  great  duty 
of  the  State,  to  be  religiously  performed  ;  and,  if  New 
England  can  boast  of  any  thing,  it  is  her  system  of 
education,  her  system  of  public  instruction,  which  gives 
to  e\"ery  child,  no  matter  whether  he  is  high  or  low 
born,  a  fair  chance  in  life,  a  fair  chance  to  succeed  in  the 
Avorld.  That  is  her  glory  ;  and  to-day,  sir,  amid  the 
menaces,  impotent  as  they  are,  that  fall  about  Xew 
England,  if  there  be  any  thing  which  will  enable  her  to 
put  them  at  defiance,  it  will  be  her  moral  power  on  the 
continent  by  reason  of  her  system  of  public  education. 
.  .  .  The  legislation  of  my  State  has  adopted  a  sys- 
tem of  education  which  enjoins  it  upon  the  people 
of  every  town  and  city  to  educate  every  child,  with- 
out regard  to  color  or  complexion.  Tlie  negro,  if 
you  please,  in  that  regard,  stands  on  an  equal  footing 
Avith  every  other  child  in  the  State.  The  law  knows 
no  complexion  in  its  duty  of  public  education,  and 
the  system  of  public  education  throughout  New  Eng- 
land knows  no  distinction  whatever."  Mr.  Davis's 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  lost,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed.  Mr.  Carlile  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays-on  its  passage,  and  they  were  ordered  ;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  —  yeas  29,  nays  9.  In  the  House,  on 
the  2d  of  jMarch,  the  bill  Mas  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table.  Mr.  Wilson  (Rep.)  of  Iowa  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question  :  it  was  passed,  and  approAcd  by  the 
President  on  the  3d  of  March,  18 63. 

In  the  Senate,  May  2,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced 
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a  bill  <xrantinf]f  one  million  acres  of  puldic  land  to  the 
cities  ot"  A\'ashinuton  and  (jeorgetown  and  the  county 
of  \\'a>liiiiL;ton,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  tor  the  support 
of  the  public  school.s  in  pi'opoi'tii)n  to  the  number'  of 
children.  The  bill  also  authorized  the  school  coiuniis- 
sioners  to  assess  a  ])oll-tax  of  one  dollar  on  men  of  cohn" 
f()r  the  education  of  colored  children.  The  l)ill  was 
referred  to  the  Connnittee  on  I'ublic  Lands. 

The  Senate,  on  the  18th  of  February,  18(j4,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  (i rimes,  })roceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
his  bill  to  provide  for  the  pul)lic  instruction  of  youtli  in 
the  primary  schools  throughout  the  county  of  A\'ash- 
inuton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  the  limits 
of  the  cities  of  AVashington  and  Georgetown.  Mr. 
Grimes  su<igcsted  that  the  Senate  consider  the  amend- 
ment reported  from  the  District  Committee  as  a  sub- 
stitute. This  auicnduient  establislied  a  public-school 
system  in  the  county  of  A\'ashington  for  the  instruction 
of  youth.  The  ciiihtecnth  section  authorized  the  Levy 
Coiut  at  its  discretion  to  levy  a  tax  of  t)ne-ei;j:hth  of  one 
jii'r  cent  on  all  taxable  propertv  owned  by  persons  of 
cohjr,  for  tlie  puipose  of  initiatini;  a  system  of  educa- 
tion for  colored  children.  The  bill  passed  the  vSenate 
Avithout  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  8th  of  June,  ]Mr.  Patterson 
(I\ep.)  of  New  Ilaiupshire  reported  back,  uitli  an 
amendment  in  tin-  nature  of  a  substitute,  the  Senate 
bill  to  [)rovide  for  the  public  instruction  of  youth  in  the 
county  of  AVashiniiton.  A  professor  in  Dartmouth 
College,  tiuniliar  witli  the  public-school  systems  of  the 
Xorthei'u  States,  .Mr.  Patterson  was  admiraldy  fitted  to 
devise  an  iuiprovcd  system  of  public  instruction  for  the 
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national  capital.  The  substitute  re[)orted  by  Mr.  Pat- 
terson, Avitli  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  District 
Committee,  provided  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
sections,  and  in  the  proviso  to  the  nineteenth  section, 
for  separate  schools  for  colored  children  of  the  District. 
"To  accomplish  this,"  said  Mr.  Patterson,  "we  have 
provided  that  such  a  proportion  of  the  entire  school  fund 
shall  be  set  apart  For  this  purpose  as  the  number  of 
colored  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  seventeen 
bear  to  the  whole  number  of  children  in  the  District. 
.  .  .  We  may  have  diffei'ences  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  proper  policy  to  be  pursued  in  respect  to  slavery ; 
but  we  all  concur  in  this,  that  we  have  been  brought  to 
a  juncture  in  our  national  affairs  in  which  four  millions 
of  a  degraded  race,  lying  far  below  the  average  civiliza- 
tion of  the  age,  and  depressed  by  an  almost  universal 
prejudice,  are  to  be  set  free  in  our  midst.  The  question 
now  is,  What  is  our  first  duty  in  regard  to  them?  ...  I 
think  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  on  this,  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  give  to  this  people  the  means  of  educa- 
tion, that  they  may  be  prepared  for  all  the  privileges 
which  we  may  desire  to  give  them  hereafter."  Mr. 
Patterson's  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  passed 
the  House  as  amended.  The  Senate  readily  concurred 
in  the  House  amendment ;  and  the  bill  received  the 
appi'oval  of  the  President  on  the  25th  of  June,  1864. 

By  this  beneficent  act  of  legislation,  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  school  commissioners  to  establish  public 
schools  for  colored  children,  to  provide  school-houses,  to 
employ  school-teachers,  and  "  to  appropriate  a  propor- 
tion of  the  school  fund,  to  be  determined  by  the  num- 
bers of  white  and  colored  children  between  the  ages  of 
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ylx  and  seventeen  years."  Nearly  four  thousand  colored 
children  in  the  national  capital  have  by  the  enactment 
of  this  law,  in  the  imhlic  schools,  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  as  white  children. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE   AJFRICAJST  SLAVE-TRvVDE. 

THE  TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN  FOR 
THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE-TRADE.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  BILL. — 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  SAULSBUKY.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL.  —  MR.  FOS- 
TER'S  BILL.  —  PASSAGE  OF   THE   BILL. 

THE  American  flag  has  been  made  to  cover  for 
many  years  the  hon-id  and  loathsome  traffic  in 
human  flesh.  The  African-slave  traders  have  pursued 
their  foul  and  infamous  work  of  sorrow  and  death  under 
the  protection  of  the  flag  of  this  Christian  nation. 
This  prostitution  of  the  flag  brought  reproach  and  dis- 
honor upon  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States.  To  suppress  this  traflfic  in  men,  to  prevent  this 
abuse  of  the  flag  of  the  country,  a  treaty  was  made 
with  England  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the 
African  slave-trade. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1862,  Mr.  Sumner  (Rep.)  of 
Massachusetts,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, to  whom  was  refen-ed  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  reported  a  bill  to  carry 
the  treaty  into  effect.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sumner, 
the  Senate,  on  the  26th,  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill.  To  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  between   the  United  States  and  her  Britannic 
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^!:ijt'.<tv  ft)i'  the  supjiivssion  of  the  Afrifan  slave-trade, 
it  was  |)ro\iil('(l  that  the  l*rosident  should  appoint,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of"  the  Senate,  a  jndt>"c 
and  i\\s{)  an  arbitrator  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  reside  at  Xew  York  ;  a  judge  and  also  an  arbitrator 
to  reside  at  Sierra  Leone  ;  and  a  judi^e  and  also  an 
arbitrator  to  reside  at  the  Cape  of  (iood  Hope.  ^Iv. 
Saulsbury  (Deni.)  of  Delaware  wished  to  record  his 
vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  "I  do  not,"  he 
said,  "object  to  the  suppression  of  the  AtVican  slave- 
trade  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  this  Govcrnuient  has 
the  constitutional  right  to  establish  any  such  court.  I 
think  the  treaty  ought  not  to  have  been  adopted.  There 
is  no  power  under  the  Constitution  for  the  establishment 
of  such  a  court  outside  of  the  United  States."  Mr. 
Howard  (Rep.)  of  ^Michigan  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  — yeas  34,  nays  4.  In 
the  House,  on  the  7th  of  July,  Mr.  Gooch  (Rep.)  of 
JNIassachusetts  reported  back,  from  the  Connnittee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  the  Senate  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  England  for 
the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade.  "I  desire 
only  to  state,"  remarked  Mr.  Gooch,  "that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  are  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty 
recently  made  into  effect."  The  bill  was  passed,  and 
received  the  ap[)roval  of  the  President  on  the  11th  of 
July,  18(52. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  8th  of  July,  ^Nlr.  Foster  (Rep.) 
of  Connecticut  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  in 
addition  to  the  acts  pr(thil)itiiig  the  shnc-tnulc  :  " "'  it  was 
read  twice,   and  referred   to   the  rhidiciary  Committee. 
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On  the  9th,  ]Mi\  Foster  reported  back  tlie  bill,  without 
amendment.  It  was  taken  up  for  consideration  on  the 
12th  ;  and  ]\Ir.  Fessenden  (Kep.)  of  Maine  stated  that 
he  understood  a  division  was  to  be  called  upon  it,  and 
moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table.  On  the  15th,  the 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  It  provided  that  the  President 
miii'ht  enter  into  arrangement,  by  contract  or  otherwise, 
Avitli  one  or  more  foreign  governments  having  posses- 
sions in  the  West  Indies  or  other  tropical  regions,  or 
Avith  their  duly  constituted  agent  or  agents,  to  receive 
from  the  United  States,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five 
years,  at  such  place  or  places  as  shall  be  agreed  upon, 
all  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  delivered 
from  on  board  vessels  seized  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
slave-trade  by  commanders  of  United -States  armed 
vessels,  and  to  provide  them  with  suital^le  instruction, 
and  with  comfortable  clothing  and  shelter,  and  to 
employ  them,  at  wages  under  such  regulations  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years 
from  the  date  of  their  being  landed  at  the  place  or  places 
agreed  upon.  Mr.  King  (Rep.)  of  New  York  regarded 
this  as  a  sort  of  apprenticeship)  system  to  \\  hich  he  was 
opposed,  and  demanded  the  previous  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  —  yeas  30,  nays  7.  In  the  House, 
on  the  IGth,  the  bill  was  passed,  and  received  the 
approval  of  the  President  on  the  17th  of  July,  1862. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

ADDITIOXAL   ACT   TO   ABOLISH   SLAVERY   L\    THE 
DISTRICT    OF   COLUMBIA. 

MR.   Wilson's    hill.  —  in;i'OUTEn    back    with    amkndments    by    mu. 

GRIMES.  —  MIL  GIUMES'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  SrKECII.  —  COMMIT- 
TEE'S AMENDJIENTS.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  A.MENDMEST.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE 
BILL.  —  HILL  IN  THE  HOUSE.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  WICKLIFFE.  —  MO- 
TION TO  LAY  ON  THE  T.\BLE  BY  MR.  CO.K.  —  REMARKS  BY  MR.  CKIS- 
FIELD.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE   BILL. 

IX  the  Senate,  on  the  12th  of  June,  18(!2,  Mr.  Wil- 
son (lii'p.)  of  Massachusetts  introduced  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  the  release  of  certain  persons 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
approved  April  IT),  18G2  ;  whicli  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 
INlr.  Grimes  (Kep.)  of  Iowa,  Cliairman  of  the  District 
Committee,  reported,  on  the  24th,  tlie  bill  back  with 
amendments.  On  the  7th  of  July,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
]\Ir.  Grimes  briefly  explained  its  ])urpose  and  scope.  "It 
-will  be  remenibered,"  lie  said,  "  that  when  the  President 
of  the  United  States  notified  the  Senate  of  his  a])pi()\al 
of  the  act  of  the  IGth  of  April  last,  emancipatini;'  shn  es 
in  this  District,  he  stated  that  he  had  some  objections  to 
it,  on  the  ground  that  the  rights  oi' fcDieis  covert,  absent 
persons,  minors,  &.Q..,  were  not  saved.  The  first  sec- 
tion of  this  bill  is  designed  to  cover  cases  of  that  kind  ; 
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and  it  provides  that  wliere  persons  were  out  of  the  coun- 
try, officers  of  the  army  or  navy,  or  idiots  or  minors, 
or  persons  who  are  hiboring  under  any  disability  of  that 
kind,  they  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  come  in  and 
prove  their  claims  to  property  of  this  descrij^tion  within  a 
time  limited.  The  second  section  of  the  bill,  as  the  com- 
mittee propose,  is  intended  to  cover  cases  of  this  kind. 
It  has  been  discovered  that  there  are  some  persons  who 
have  been  held  as  slaves,  whose  owners  are  in  arms 
against  the  country.  There  is  nobody  here  to  represent 
those  owners  ;  and  it  is  impossible,  therefore,  for  those 
colored  persons  to  get  any  evidence  of  their  manumis- 
sion or  their  emancipation  :  and  it  is  provided,  that  if 
any  person,  having  claim  to  the  service  or  labor  of  any 
person  or  persons  in  the  District  of  Columbia  by  rea- 
son of  African  descent,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  file 
with  the  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  the  statement  or 
schedule  required  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
April  16,  1862,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  or  per- 
sons whose  services  are  claimed  to  file  such  statement 
in  writing  or  schedule,  setting  forth  the  particular  facts 
mentioned  in  the  ninth  section  of  that  act,  and  the  clerk 
is  to  record  the  same  ;  and  the  clerk  is  then  to  prepare, 
prescribe,  and  deliver  the  certificates,  as  described  in  the 
tenth  section  of  that  act,  to  such  persons  as  shall  file 
their  statements.  I  understand  that  there  are  several 
cases  —  I  am  so  informed  by  one  of  the  commissioners 
—  where  this  description  of  persons  are  claimed  by  per- 
sons now  in  rebellion  and  beyond  our  reach.  The  next 
section  declares  that  all  persons  who  are  held  to  service 
under  the  laws  of  any  State,  and  who,  at  any  time  since 
the  16th  of  April,  have,  by  the  consent  of  the  persons 
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■who  Imvc  held  them,  been  forced  to  labor  in  this  Dis- 
trict, shall  be  free." 

'llu'  l*re>iilent  stating"  the  !|iiesti()n  to  be  on  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  to  strike  ont  the  second 
section  of  the  ori<i,inal  bill,  ]\Ir.  Wilson  said,  "The  com- 
mittee have  inserted  two  very  excellent  sections  ;  but  they 
propose  to  strike  out  the  second  and  Inurth  sections  of 
the  original  bill.  The  second  seetion  was  intended  to 
cover  the  cases  of  persons  who  were  held  to  ser\  ice  or 
labor  in  this  District,  who  resided  here  with  their  mas- 
ters, but  who  have  been  recently  hired  out  in  the  neitih- 
boring  States,  especially  the  State  of  ^Maryland.  There 
are  cases  of  such  persons  whose  names  have  iwt  been 
returned  by  their  masters,  and  who  have  no  remedy 
unless  Ave  give  it  to  them.  I  presented  a  petition,  a 
short  time  ago,  in  relation  to  one  case  of  this  kind,  — 
the  })etitit)n  oi'  a  person  born  in  the  District,  held  here 
to  service,  who  had  always  lived  here  until  recently,  and 
■was  hired  out  over  the  line  a  few  months  ago.  I  think 
the  commissioners  ought  to  construe  the  law  to  cover 
those  cases;  lor,  in  my  judgment,  the  law  should  be 
construed  in  faxor  of  personal  rights  :  but  there  is  some 
doubt  about  it,  and  hence  the  necessity  for  legislation 
on  the  subject.  I  have  talked  to  some  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  regard  to  it,  and  find  that  there  is  doubt  on 
the  (juestion.  I  think  that  section  of  the  bill  ought  to 
stand,  notwithstanding  the  dissent  of  the  report  of  the 
committee." 

"  I  will  state,"  replied  ]Mr.  Grimes,  "  the  reason  why 
the  committee  recommended  the  striking-out  of  that 
section.  As  I  understand  it,  the  pui-port  of  that  sec- 
tion was  this  :   tliat  if  a  person  had  been  helil  to  slavery 
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in  the  District  of  Columbia  prior  to  the  cmaucipation 
act,  and  had  been  sent,  by  the  man  who  chiimed  to  be 
liis  master,  out  of  the  District  prior  to  the  passage  of 
that  act,  then,  under  the  law,  he  should  become  free. 
AVe  did  not  l^elieve  we  had  that  power.  He  was  held 
as  a  slave  under  the  law  of  the  State  of  JNIaryland, 
to  which  he  had  been  sent ;  and  we  did  not  suppose  we 
could  legislate  for  the  State  of  ^Maryland."  The  second 
section  of  the  bill  was  stricken  out  by  the  Senate. 
.  The  President  stated  the  question  to  be  on  concurring 
in  the  new  section  proposed  by  the  committee,  giving  to 
persons  whose  services  are  claimed  the  right  to  file  the 
jiapers  required  by  the  act  for  the  release  of  persons 
held  to  service  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  wlien  per- 
sons claimino-  their  services  neglect  or  refuse  to  file  such 
papers.  The  amendment  was  amended  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Collamer  (Rep.)  of  Vermont,  and  the 
amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  committee,  to  strike  out  the  fourth 
section  of  the  original  Ijill  providing  for  tlie  appointment 
of  a  solicitor  of  the  commission,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sumner  (Rep.)  of  ^Massachusetts  offered  as  an 
additional  section,  that,  in  all  the  judicial  proceedings  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of 
any  witness  on  account  of  color.  Mr.  Powell  (Dem.) 
of  Kentucky  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
amendment,  —  yeas  25,  nays  11.  Mr.  Powell  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  — 
yeas  29,  nays  6. 

In  the  House,  the  bill  Avas  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table  on  the  9th  of  July;  and  Mr.  Ashley  (Rep.)  of 
Oliio  stated  that  the  bill  was  supplementary  to  the  act 
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abolishing  slavery  in  the  District,  approved  the  lOth  of 
April.  Mr.  Calvert  (0pp.)  of  Maryland  desired  "to 
strike  out  the  fourth  section.  It  was  .simply  interfering 
with  the  rights  of  the  slaveholders  in  the  States."  Mr. 
WicklifFc  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky  said,  "As  I  understand 
the  reading  of  the  section,  if  a  man  in  Montgomery 
Countv,  or  anywhere  else  in  Maryland,  sends  his  negro 
to  market  or  into  the  city  to  do  any  business  for  him, 
he  is  set  free."  ]Mr.  Cox  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  ]Mr.  Calvert  demanded  the. 
yeas  and  nays  :  lost, — yeas  35,  nays  67.  Mr.  Ash- 
ley moved  the  previous  question.  ]Mr.  Crisfield  (Dem.) 
of  ^Maryland  desired  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  fourth 
section.  jNIr.  Ashley  could  not  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question.  "  Then  I  hope,"  replied 
Mr.  Crisfield,  "there  is  patriotism  enough  in  the  House 
to  vote  down  the  demand."  The  House,  by  a  large 
majority,  seconded  the  previous  question.  ]\Ir.  Richard- 
son (Dem.)  of  Illinois  moved  an  adjournment, — yeas 
28,  nays  69.  Mr.  Pendleton  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  — 
yeas  69,  nays  36.  So  the  bill  passed  the  House,  and 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  12th  of  July, 
1862. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

COLORED     SOLDIERS. 

MR.  WILSON'S  BILL. — MR.  GRIMES'S  AMENDMENT.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR. 
SAULSBURY. — MR.  CARLILE.  —  MR.  KING'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  SHER- 
MAN'S SPEECH.  —  MR.  FESSENDEN'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  RICE'S  SPEECH. — 
MR.  "\\aLSON'S  SPEECH. — MR.  DAVIS'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  COLLAMER'S 
SPEECH.  —  MR.  TEN  EYCK'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  KING'S  SPEECH.  —  MR. 
HENDERSON'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  SHERMAN'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR. 
browning's  AMENDSIENT.  —  MR.  LANE'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  HARLAN'S 
SPEECH.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  BILL.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  SHERMAN.  —  MR. 
LANE.  —  SPEECH  OF  MR.  HOWARD.  —  MR.  SHERMAN'S  AMENDMENT.  — 
MR.  browning's  amendment.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  HENDERSON.  —  MR. 
WRIGHT.  —  MR.  DOOLITTLE.  —  MR.  POWELL.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL. — 
MR.  STEVENS'S  AMENDMENT.  —  REJIARKS  OF  MR.  CLAY.  —  MR.  BOUT- 
WELL. —  MR.  DAVIS'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  BI^VLLORY'S  SPEECH.  — MR. 
WEBSTER'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  SCOFIELD's  SPEECH.  —  MR.  WOOD'S 
SPEECH.  —  MR.  WHALLEY'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  STEVENS'S  AMEND- 
MENT ADOPTED. —  CONFERENCE   COMMITTEE. —  REPORT   ADOPTED. 

IN  the  Senate,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Wilson 
(Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  reported,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  approved  Feb. 
28,  1795.  On  the  9th,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Grimes  (Rep.)  of  Iowa  moved  to 
amend  it  by  adding  three  sections,  providing  that  there 
shall  be  no  exemption  from  military  duty  on  account 
of  color ;  that,  when  the  militia  shall  be  called  into 
service,  the  President  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  organize  them  accordinor  to  their  race  or  color.     Mr. 
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Saulsbiiry  (Deiii.)  of"  Dul;i\v:uc'  donounced  the  attempt 
"  iiuule  on  every  occasion  to  clianj^e  the  eliaraeter  of  the 
Avar,  and  to  eh'vate  the  niiseraljle  niLiuer,  not  onlv  to 
])t)liti(al  lii^hts,  but  to  put  him  in  your  army,  and  to 
put  him  in  your  navy."  ]\Ir.  CarliU'  (Dem.)  ofX'ir^^inia 
dechired  tliat  "the  negro  constituted  no  part  of  the  militia 
of  liis  State.  I  do  not,"  he  asserted,  "  think  it  is  an  effort 
to  elevate  the  negro  to  an  equality  with  the  white  man  ; 
but  the  effect  of  such  legislation  will  be  to  degrade  the 
Avhite  man  to  the  level  of  the  negro."  Mr.  King  (Rep.) 
of  New  York  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  two  sections 
of  ]Mr.  Grimes's  amendment,  and  insert  these  two  sec- 
tions :  — 

"  That  the  President  be,  and  lie  is  hereby,  authorized  to  re- 
ceive into  the  service  of  tlie  United  States,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
constructing  intrenchments,  or  performing  camp  service  or  any 
other  labor,  or  any  war  service  for  which  they  may  be  found 
competent,  pei-sons  of  African  descent ;  and  such  persons  shall 
be  enrolled  and  organized  under  such  regulations,  not  incon- 
sistent witii  the  Constitution  and  laws,  as  the  President  may 
])rescribe  ;  and  they  shall  be  fed,  and  paid  such  compensation 
for  their  services  as  they  may  agree  to  receive  wlien  ein-olled. 

"  That,  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African  descent  siiall  render 
any  such  service  as  is  provided  for  in  the  (h'st  section  of  this 
act,  he,  his  mother,  and  his  wife  and  children,  shall  for  ever 
thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoever,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding." 

]\Ir.  King  hoped  that  ]\Ir.  Grimes  Avould  accept  the 
amendment.  "1  accept  it,"  rei)Iied  Mr.  Grimes,  "if  it 
is  in  my  j)Ower."  Mr.  Saulsbury  ])ron()unced  this 
amendment  "a  wholesale  scheme  of  emancipation." 
Mr.  Sherman  (Rep.)  of  Ohio  said,  "The  question  arises, 
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whether  the  people  of  the  United  States,  struggling  for 
national  existence,  should  not  employ  these  blacks  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Government.  The  policy  here- 
tofore pursued  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  has 
been  to  repel  this  class  of  people  from  our  lines,  to 
refuse  their  services.  They  would  have  made  the  best 
spies  ;  and  yet  they  have  been  driven  from  our  lines."  — 
"I  tell  the  President,"  said  ]Mr.  Fessenden  (Rep.)  of 
Maine,  "  from  my  place  here  as  a  senator,  and  I  tell  the 
generals  of  our  army,  they  must  reverse  their  practices 
and  their  course  of  proceeding  on  this  subject.  ...  I 
advise  it  here  from  my  place, — treat  your  enemies  as 
enemies,  as  the  worst  of  enemies,  and  avail  yourselves 
like  men  of  every  power  which  God  has  placed  in  your 
hands  to  accomplish  your  purpose  within  the  rules  of 
civilized  warfare."  Mr.  Rice  (war  Dem.)  of  Minnesota 
declared  that  "  not  many  days  can  pass  before  the  people 
of  the  United  States  North  must  decide  upon  one  of  two 
questions  :  we  have  either  to  acknowledge  the  Southern 
Confederacy  as  a  free  and  independent  nation,  and  that 
speedily  ;  or  we  have  as  speedily  to  resolve  to  use  all  the 
means  given  us  by  the  Almighty  to  prosecute  this  war  to 
a  successful  termination.  The  necessity  for  action  lias 
arisen.  To  hesitate  is  worse  than  criminal."  Mr.  Wilson 
said,  "The  senator  from  Delaware,  as  he  is  accustomed  to 
do,  speaks  boldly  and  decidedly  against  the  proposition. 
He  asks  if  American  soldiers  will  fiijht  if  we  organize 
colored  men  for  military  purposes.  Did  not  American 
soldiers  fight  at  Bunker  Hill  with  negroes  in  the  ranks, 
one  of  wh(jm  shot  down  ]\Iajor  Pitcairn  as  he  mounted 
the  works?  Did  not  American  soldiers  fight  at  Red 
Bank  with  a  black  regiment  from  your  own  State>  sir? 
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(Mr.  Anlhonv  in  the  chair.)  Did  tlicy  not  fi^lit  on  the 
battJo-fic'Id  ut"  Ivhode  Jt^hiud  with  that  bhick  regiment, 
one  ot"  till'  best  and  bravest  tliat  ever  trod  tlie  soil  of 
this  continent  ?  Did  not  American  soldiers  fight  at  Fort 
Ciriswold  \\itli  black  men?  Did  they  not  fight  with 
black  nu'n  in  almost  every  battle-field  of  the  Revolution? 
Did  ni)l  the  men  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  standing 
on  the  lines  of  New  Orleans,  under  the  eye  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  fight  with  colored  battalions  whom  he  had 
summoned  to  the  field,  and  whom  he  thanked  publicly 
for  their  gallantry  in  hurling  back  a  British  foe  ?  It  is 
all  talk,  and  idle  talk,  to  say  that  the  volunteers  who 
are  fighting  the  battles  of  this  country  are  governed  by 
any  such  narrow^  prejudice  or  bigotry.  These  prejudices 
are  the  results  of  the  teachings  of  demagogues  and  poli- 
ticians, who  have  for  years  undertaken  to  delude  and 
deceive  the  American  peo})le,  and  to  demean  and  degrade 
them." 

]\Ir.  Grimes  had  expressed  his  views  a  few  weeks 
before,  and  desired  a  vote  separately  on  each  of  these 
sections.  ^Ir.  Davis  declared  that  he  was  utterly  op- 
posed, and  siiould  ever  be  opposed,  to  placing  arms  in 
the  hands  of  negroes,  and  ])utting  them  into  the  army. 
Mr.  Rice  wished  "to  know  if  Gen.  A\'as]iington  did  not 
j)ut  arms  into  the  hands  of  negroes,  and  if  Gen.  Jackson 
did  not,  and  if  the  senator  has  ever  condemned  either 
of  those  ])atri()ts  fordoing  so."  —  "I  deny,"  replied  Mr. 
Davis,  "that,  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  there  ever  was 
any  considerable  organization  of  negroes.  I  deny,  that, 
in  the  war  of  1812,  there  was  ever  any  organization  of 
negro  slaves.  ...  In  my  own  State,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  there  arv  Irom  eighty  to  a  hundred  thousand  slaves 
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that  belong"  to  disloyal  men.  You  propose  to  place  arms 
in  the  hands  of  the  men  and  boys,  or  such  of  them  as 
are  able  to  handle  arms,  and  to  manumit  the  whole 
mass,  men,  women,  and  children,  and  leave  them  among 
us.  Do  you  expect  us  to  give  our  sanction  and  our 
approval  to  these  things?  No,  no  !  We  would  regard 
their  authors  as  our  worst  enemies  ;  and  there  is  no  foreign 
despotism  that  could  come  to  our  rescue,  that  Ave  would 
not  joyously  embrace,  before  we  woidd  submit  to  anv 
such  condition  of  things  as  that.  But,  before  we  had 
invoked  this  foreign  despotism,  we  would  arm  every 
man  and  boy  that  we  have  in  the  land,  and  we  would 
meet  you  in  a  death-struggle,  to  overthrow  together 
such  an  oppression  and  our  oppressors."  Mr.  Rice 
remarked  in  reply  to  jNIr.  Davis,  "  The  rebels  hesitate 
at  nothing.  There  are  no  means  that  God  or  the  Devil 
has  given,  them  that  they  do  not  use.  The  honorable 
senator  said  that  the  negroes  mio-ht  be  useful  in  loadinir 
and  swabbing  and  firing  cannon.  If  that  be  the  case, 
may  not  some  of  them  be  useful  in  loading,  swabbing, 
*  and  firing  the  musket  ?  " 

The  Senate,  on  the  10th  of  July,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Collamer  said,  "  I  never  could 
understand,  and  do  not  now  understand,  w^hy  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  has  not  the  right  to  the 
use  of  every  man  in  it,  black  or  white,  for  its  defence  ; 
and  every  horse,  every  particle  of  property,  every  dollar 
in  money,  of  every  man  in  it.  As  to  the  using  of  colored 
men,  that  is  entirely  a  question  of  expediency,  whether 
you  need  them,  whether  you  can  use  them  to  advantage  ,* 
and  that  depends  on  so  many  contingencies,  that  I  have 
always  supposed  the  President,  the  generals,  the  men 
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■\vlio  are  luanauin*;  tlie  war,  actuallveniirncorinij  it  alonjr 
if  yi)u  please,  would  lay  their  hands  uj)Oii  and  use  all 
means  and  a[)i)liances  to  that  end  which  they  tound 
neeessary.  If  ycntlenien  think  it  is  any  better  to  put 
it  into  a  law  that  the  President  may  do  that,  if  that  will 
help  the  matter,  I  have  no  sort  of  objection."  Mr.  Wil- 
son thought  that  "it  was  necessary."  —  "Then,"  said 
Mr.  Collamer,  "I  have  no  objection.  .  .  .  The  second 
section  of  the  amendment  provides,  that  when  any  man 
or  boy  of  African  descent,  who,  by  the  laws  of  an}'-  State, 
owes  service  or  labor  to  any  person,  who,  during  the 
present  Kebcllion,  has  borne  arms  against  the  United 
States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies  by  giving  them  aid 
or  comfort,  shall  render  to  the  United  States  any  such 
service  as  is  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  he,  his 
mother,  and  his  wife  and  children,  shall  for  ever  there- 
after be  free,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contraiy  notwith- 
Btanding.  1  have  a  word  to  say  about  that.  I  am 
constrained  to  say,  whether  it  is  to  the  hon(jr  or  dishonor 
of  my  country,  that,  in  the  land  of  slavery,  no  male 
slave  has  a  child  ;  none  is  known  as  father  to  a  child  ; ' 
no  slave  has  a  wife,  marriage  being  repudiated  in  the 
slave  system.  This  is  the  condition  of  things  ;  and, 
wondei'ful  as  it  may  be,  we  are  told  that  that  is  a  Chris- 
tian institution  !  "  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  (Kep.)  of  New  Jersey 
desired  to  strike  out  of  the  first  section  the  words,  "any 
military  or  naval,"  before  "service."  — "  \\'c  may  as 
well  meet  this  question  directly,"  said  ]\Ir.  King,  "and 
see  whether  we  are  prepared  to  use  for  the  defence  of 
our  country  the  powers  which  God  has  given  to  it,  — the 
men  who  are  willing  to  be  used  to  preserve  it."  —  "  My 
pro[)ositlon  is,"  said  Mr.  Ten  P^yck,  "to  strike  out  the 
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Avonls,  '  any  milltavv  or  naval,'  before  'service." ""  — ''  Wo 
have,"  said  ]Mr.  King,  "  in  my  judgment,  nothing  to 
fear  from  our  enemies  on  account  of  tlie  expression  of 
our  views  on  this  point.  ...  I  have  done  tallying  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  our  enemies 
in  this  matter.  I  tliink  it  was  tlie  captain  of  the  watch 
here  at  the  Capitol  who  came  and  consulted  al)()ut  getting 
permission  to  omit,  during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  to 
hoist  the  flag  on  the  top  of  the  Capitol ;  and,  when  he 
Avas  asked  what  he  Avanted  to  omit  that  for,  he  said  he 
feared  it  might  be  supposed  that  he  desired  to  save 
lal)or  and  trouble,  but  he  really  suggested  it  because 
it  hurt  these  people  about  here  to  look  at  it,  —  to 
see  the  flag  on  the  top  of  the  Capitol.  I  had  not 
done  niuch  ;  but  I  Avrote  a  letter  very  promptly  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  stating  the  fact,  and  saying 
that  I  did  not  care  Avhom  he  appointed,  but  I  Avanted 
that  man  removed.  He  Avas  removed,  and,  within  ten 
days,  Avas  Avith  the  enemy  at  Manassas." 

The  question  on  ]Mr.  Davis's  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  Avords,  "  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for  which 
they  may  l)e  found  competent,"  Avas  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays, — yeas  11,  nays  27.  Mr.  Henderson  moved  to 
amend  the  section  by  inserting  the  Avord  ''free,"  before 
"persons,"  in  the  sixth  line,  and  also  by  adding  after 
"descent,"  in  the  same  line,  the  Avords,  "and  also  such 
persons  of  African  descent  as  may  OAve  service  or  labor 
to  persons  engaged  in  the  Rebellion."  ]\Ir.  Henderson's 
amendment  was  lost,  —  yeas  13,  nays  22.  IMr.  Sauls- 
bury  moA^ed  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  — 
yeas  9,  nays  27.  ]\Ir.  Henderson  moved  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  first  section,  " I^rovidcd  t'lat  all  loyal  persons 
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C'lilillcd  to  the  SCTN  ice  or  labor  of  persons  einploved  under 
the  i)ro\l.<ion.s  ot"  tins  aet  sliall  he  eompensated  for  the 
loss  of  such  service."  ^Ir.  Hale  would  like  to  .amend 
th:it  by  inserting  the  words,  "  hy  the  laws  of  the  State 
in  ^vhich  they  reside."  Mr.  Henderson  accepted  the 
amendment.  ^Mr.  Pnwell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
—  yeas  20,  nays  17.  The  first  section,  as  amended,  was 
aureed  to.  The  President  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  second  section  of  the  amendment  of  tiu;  senator  from 
Iowa,  "That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African  descent 
shall  render  any  such  service  as  is  provided  for  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  he,  his  mother,  and  his  wife 
and  children,  shall  for  ever  thereafter  be  free,  any  law, 
usafje,  or  custom  whatsoever,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing." Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding, 
"who,  during  the  present  Rebellion,  has  le\  ied  war  or 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  adhered  to 
their  enemies  by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort."  Mi-. 
Sherman  said,  "  When  we  take  the  slave  of  a  loyal  man, 
and  make  him  work  fn*  us,  I  do  not  for  that  reason 
wish  to  deprive  the  master  entirely  of  what  he  regards 
as  his  property,  or  what  is  regarded  b\'  local  law  as  his 
property."  — "  When  we  take  a  slave,"  replied  Mi'. 
King,  "  to  serve  the  country  in  this  emergency,  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  he  should  be  made  free,  whether  he 
belongs  to  a  rebel  or  not."  The  secretary  read  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  insert  after  the  wortl 
"descent,"  in  the  second  line,  the  words,  "who  by  the 
laws  of  any  State  shall  owe  service  or  labor  to  any 
person,  who,  dui'ing  the  present  Ivebellion,  has  l('\ied 
war  or  borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  adhered 
to  their  enemies  by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort."    The 
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question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  —  yeas, 
22,  nays  16.  So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

]\lr.  Browning  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  said,  "I  wish  to 
move  another  amendment  to  that  section  in  tlie  seventh 
line,  by  striking  out  the  words,  "his  mother,  and  his 
Avife  and  children."  Mr.  Lane  (Rep.)  of  Kansas 
asked  Mr.  Browning,  "What  would  freedom  be  w^orth  to 
you,  if  your  mother,  your  wdfe,  and  your  children,  were 
slaves  ?  "  Mr.  Browning  replied,  that  "  it  would  detract 
very  greatly  from  the  value  of  life  with  me,  if  it  did 
not  totally  destroy  it,  to  have  my  mother,  my  wife  and 
cliildren,  in  a  state  of  hopeless  bondage.  I  am  no  more 
the  friend  or  advocate  of  slavery  than  the  senator  from 
Kansas,  —  not  a  bit  more."  On  the  11th  of  July, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  Mr.  Browning's 
amendment,  —  yeas  17,  nays  21.  Mr.  Harlan  of  Iowa 
addressed  the  Senate  in  a  very  elaborate  and  exhaustive 
speech  in  favor  of  the  bill.  "If  I  read,"  he  said,  "the 
signs  of  the  times  correctly,  this  has  become  a  neccssitv. 
We  cannot,  if  we  persist  in  our  folly,  thwart  the  ulti- 
mate purposes  of  the  Almighty.  By  his  providential 
interposition,  he  has  thrown  open  the  door  for  the  liber- 
ation of  a  nation  of  bondmen  ;  he  has  removed  the 
constitutional  impediment ;  he  has  caused  their  assist- 
ance to  be  necessary  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union  and 
the  integrity  of  the  nation.  If  we  accept  of  this  high 
destiny,  all  the  nations  of  earth  combined  against  us 
\v()uld  be  as  flax  in  the  flames  ;  but  if  we  are  not  equal  to 
the  demands  of  the  age,  and  obstinately  refuse  to  follow 
the  plain  intimations  of  Providence,  this  great  work  will 
be  lianded  over  to  other  nations,  or  will  be  wrought  out 
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liy  the  ivbel^  tlicuisclves,  and  uiir  nation  will  become 
ptiniancntly  di^■idecl."  Mr.  Harlan  remarked,  that  Mr. 
Davis  had  predicted,  when  tlie  bill  tor  the  abolition  of 
sla\ cry  was  jiendin^',  that  tlie  slanghters  of"  St.  Domingo 
wonld  be  re-enacted  it'  the  bill  passed.  ...  If  senators 
Avill  open  their  eyes,  and  look  at  these  j)eople,  thev  will 
discover  that  they  are  no  longer  savages,  but,  in  a  coni- 
j)arative  point  of  view,  highly  ciNilized.  They  provide 
for  their  own  wants  ;  they  provide  their  own  ftod  and 
clothing  and  shelter,  and  for  the  education  of  their  own 
children,  for  the  support  of  their  own  churches  and 
schools,  and  bury  their  own  dead  ;  and,  during  the 
seven  years  of  my  service  at  the  capital  of  the  nation,  I 
have  never  seen  a  neoro  be'iirar,  —  not  one.  I  have 
seen  white  bejjffars  ;  I  have  seen  white  bovs  and  uirls 
begging  for  a  penny  of  each  passer-l)y  at  the  crossings  ; 
I  have  seen  stalwart  men  and  women,  of  almost  every 
nationality,  begging  in  your  streets  and  thoroughfares  : 
but  never  yet  have  I  seen  a  negro  beggar  in  the  streets 
of  the  capital  of  the  nation."  Mr.  Davis  followed  in 
opposition  to  the  bill;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
it   was  further  postponed. 

On  the  li^th  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  ^Military  .Vfiairs  and  the  ]\lilitia,  reported  a 
new  bill  to  amend  the  "Act  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions,"  approved  Feb.  28,  1795,  and  the 
acts  amendatory  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  the  1  1th  of  ,Iid\-.  on  motion  of  Mr.  A\  ilson,  tiic  I)ill 
was  taken  u[)  and  considered  as  in  Conmiittee  of  the 
^^'hole.      The  bill  proposed  to  authorize  the  President 
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to  receive  Into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  tlie 
purpose,  of  constructing  intrenchments,  or  performing 
camp  service,  or  any  other  labor  or  any  military  or 
naval  service  for  which  they  may  be  found  competent, 
persons  of  African  descent ;  and  such  persons  are  to  be 
enrolled  and  organized  under  such  regulations,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  and  laws,  as  the 
President  may  prescribe,  and  are  to  be  fed  and  clothed 
and  paid  such  compensation  for  their  services  as  they 
may  agree  to  receive  when  enrolled.  When  any  man 
or  boy  of  African  descent  shall  render  any  such  ser^•iee, 
he,  his  mother,  and  his  wife  and  children,  are  for  ever 
thereafter  to  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  All  persons  who  have  been 
or  shall  be  hereafter  enrolled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  under  the  act  are  to  receive  the  pay  and  rations 
now  allowed  by  law  to  soldiers,  according  to  their 
respective  grades  ;  except  that  persons  of  African  de- 
scent who  shall  be  employed  are  to  receive  ten  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  ration.  "I  think,  by  an  inadver- 
tence," said  Mr.  Sherman  ("  for  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts would  not  have  done  it  otherwise) ,  he  has  left 
out  a  very  important  clause  in  the  thirteenth  section, 
wliieh  was  adopted  by  a  deliberate  vote  of  the  Senate. 
I  will  therefore  renew  it.  It  is  in  section  thirteen,  line 
two,  after  the  words  'African  descent,'  to  insert  tlie 
words,  '  who  by  the  laws  of  a  State  owes  service  or 
labor  to  any  person,  who,  during  the  present  Rebellion, 
has  waged  war  against  the  United  States,  or  has  aided 
or  assisted  said  Rebellion.'"  Mr.  Lane  of  Kansas  said 
he  must  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  amendment. 
Mr.  Sherman  wanted  the  Senate  to  understand,  that  by 
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a  deliberate  vote,  and  by  a  considerable  majority,  the 
Senate  determined  that  it  would  not  apply  the  emanci- 
pation clause  of  the  bill  to  any  but  the  slaves  of  rebels. 
"By  the  section  as  it  now  stands,  if  any  slave  is 
employed  to  wheel  a  barrow  of  earth  in  makin<^  an 
intrenchment,  or  cutting  down  a  tree,  if  he  was  the 
slave  of  the  most  loyal  man  in  this  country,  he  would 
thereby  be  made  free."  —  "I  am  peifectly  willing," 
replied  ]\Ir.  Lane  of  Kansas,  "to  pi-ovide  in  the  bill  for 
renmnerating  the  loyal  master ;  but  the  idea  in  this 
amendment  is  to  remand  a  man  back  to  slavery,  either 
to  a  loyal  or  a  disloyal  master,  after  he  has  fought  in 
defence  of  his  country  !  " 

On  the  15th,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill ;  the  pending  question  being  ]Mr.  Shorman's 
amendment  to  restrict  the  emancipation  clause  to  the 
slaves  of  rebels.  "Slave-masters,"  said  Mr.  Pomeroy, 
"  ha-\'e  no  loyalty  to  brag  of.  I  do  not  propose  to  give 
them  a  bond  in  advance,  and  pledge  the  Government, 
that,  if  we  use  one  of  their  slaves,  we  shall  pay  for  him." 
]\Ir.  Howard  opposed  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment.  "I 
confess,"  he  said,  "that  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the 
incorporation  of  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from 
Ohio,  in  whatever  form  it  may  assume,  into  the  bill.  I 
cannot  bear  the  idea  ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  that,  if  I  were 
a  slaveholder,  I  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  employing  or 
suffering  my  slaves  to  be  employed  in  defending  me  and 
my  rights  as  a  loyal  man,  taking  arms  in  their  hands, 
and  going  with  me  into  the  face  of  the  battle,  and  risk- 
ing their  lives  to  defend  my  life  and  my  family  and  my 
rights  under  my  government,  and  afterwards  reducing 
those  poor  creatures  to  slaveiy.      1  shouhl  regard  it  as 
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a  burning  and  eternal  shame.  I  never  could  do  it. 
I  do  not  care  how  lowly,  how  humble,  how  degraded 
a  negi'O  may  be,  if  he  takes  his  musket,  or  any  other 
implement  of  war,  and  risks  his  life  to  defend  me,  my 
countrymen,  my  family,  my  government,  my  property, 
my  liberties,  my  rights,  against  any  foe,  foreigii  or 
domestic,  it  is  ray  duty  under  God,  it  is  my  duty  as  a 
man,  as  a  lover  of  justice,  to  see  to  it  that  he  shall  be 
free."  —  "I  do  not,"  said  Mr.  Harlan,  "remember  a 
single  example  since  civilization  commenced,  when  slaves 
have  been  mustered  into  the  armed  service  of  a  country, 
and  again  attempted  to  be  returned  to  slavery."  The 
question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  resulted  —  yeas  18,  nays  17.  ]Mr. 
Browning  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "his  mother, 
and  his  Avife  and  children."  jSIr.  Harris  supported  tlie 
amendment ;  believing  it  an  impracticable  thing,  tliat 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  to  free  the  wives  and 
children  of  slaves  used  in  the  military  service.  Tlie 
question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  j\Ir.  Browning's 
amendment, — yeas  17,  nays  20:  so  the  amendment 
was  rejected.  Mr.  Browning  moved  to  amend  the 
thirteenth  section  by  adding  to  it,  "that  the  mother, 
\Adfe,  and  children  of  such  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent  shall  not  be  made  free  by  the  operation  of  this 
act,  except  where  such  mother,  wife,  or  children  owe 
service  or  labor  to  some  person,  who,  during  the  present 
Rebellion,  has  adhered  to  their  enemies  by  giving  them 
aid  and  comfort."  Mr.  Henderson  earnestly  supported 
the  amendment,  as  just  to  loyal  slaveholders.  The 
question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  — 
yeas  21,  nays  16.     Mr.  Wright  desired  "to  see  every 
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thing  on  God's  earth  taken  by  our  generals  that  will 
a.<^sist  in  the  ])rosecution  of"  the  war.  A  general  in  the 
arniv,  who  will  not  (•in[)loy  e\ery  negro  that  conies 
within  his  lines  to  work,  to  labor,  should  he  turned  out 
instantly. "  —  "The  l\evolution,"  said  ^Ir.  Doolittle, 
"and  the  seven  -  years'  war  with  Great  Uritain,  was  the 
first  parturition  of  America.  During  that  long  period 
of  throes  and  pains  and  agony  and  blood,  she  gave  her 
first-born  birth,  — liberty,  ay,  liberty  ;  but  it  was  liberty 
for  the  white  man,  and  not  liberty  for  the  black.  Now 
again,  in  God's  own  time,  and  in  a  way  that  man  knows 
not  of,  America  is  in  the  agonies  of  her  second  child- 
l)irth,  praving  to  be  delivered.  In  some  way  no  human 
being  can  foresee,  this  war,  forced  upon  the  country  by 
the  madness  and  fanaticism  of  the  South,  will,  as  all 
hearts  believe,  ne\er  end  until  slavery  is  put  in  the  pro- 
cess of  final  extinction  ;  until  liberty  for  the  black  man, 
the  second  offspring  of  America,  shall  be  born."  —  ''I 
am  as  confident,"  said  Mr.  Powell,  "as  that  I  live  and 
speak  to  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States  to-day,  that  the 
])(.licy  of  arming  slaves,  which  has  been  adopted  in  one 
bill  that  has  ])assed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  is 
proposed  in  tlie  bill  now  under  consideration,  is  the 
most  disastrous  measure  for  the  integrity  of  this  Union 
that  has  been  or  can  be  before  this  Congress."  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  l)e  eno-rossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
was  read  the  third  time.  On  its  passage,  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  —  yeas  28,  nays  9 
—  as  follows  :  — 

Ykas.  —  Messrs.  Anthony,   Browniiiy;,    Cliamller,    Clark,    Cowan, 
Doolittle,   Fessenilen,  Foot,  Foster,   Hale,   Harlan,   Harris,  Howard, 
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Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Rice,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wright,  —  28. 

Nats.  —  Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Kennedy,  Powell,  Sauls- 
bm-y.  Stark,  Willey,  and  Wilson  of  Missouri,  —  9. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate. 

In  the  House,  on  the  16th  of  July,  the  bill  was  taken 
up;  and  Mr.  Stevens  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  demanded 
the  previous  question  on  its  passage,  and  it  was  ordered. 
Mr.  Holman  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Allen  (Dem.)  of  Illinois  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  —  yeas  30,  nays  77.  The  bill  was  then 
passed,  and  received  the  approval  of  the  President  on 
the  17th  of  Jidy,  18(32. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  18G4,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Mr.  Stevens  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania 
moved  to  amend  the  Enrolment  Act  by  striking  out  the 
twenty-seventh  section,  and  inserting,  in  substance,  "that 
all"  able-bodied  male  persons  of  African  descent  between 
the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five,  whether  citizens  or  not, 
shall  be  enrolled  and  made  a  part  of  the  national  forces  ; 
and,  wdien  enrolled  and  drafted  into  the  service,  his 
master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  three  hundred  dollars,- 
and  the  drafted  man  shall  be  free."  Mr.  Boyd  (Union) 
of  ^Missouri  suggested  that  Mr.  Stevens  modify  his 
amendment,  so  as  to  pay  only  loyal  masters  ;  and  it  was 
so  modified.  Mr.  Clay  (Union)  of  Kentucky  opposed 
the  amendment.  Mr.  Boutwell  (Rep.)  of  ^Massachusetts 
moved  to  strike  out  "three  hundred  dollars,"  and  insert 
"twenty-five  dollars."  "I  desire,"  said  ]Mr.  Boutwell, 
"to  say,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that 
we  have  reached  that  emergency  when  men  in  the  Border 

19 
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States  should  understand,  at  least  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, that  slaves  as  inhabitants  of  the  country  are  to 
be  used  as  other  men  are  used  to  put  down  this  Rebel- 
lion. Xo  constitution  or  law  of  any  State  shall  stand 
between  me  and  what  I  believe  to  be  my  duty  to  my 
country."  ]Mr.  ]Morris  (Rej).)  of  Xew  York  and  jNIr. 
Creswell  (Union)  of  ^Maryland  advocated  ^Ir.  Stevens's 
amendment.  Mr.  Smithers  (Rep.)  of  Delaware  said 
the  people  of  that  State  had  no  scruples  in  relation  to 
using  colored  soldiers.  ]Mr.  Davis  (Rep.)  of  Mary- 
land moved  to  strike  out  tlie  proposed  compensation  to 
the  masters  of  drafted  slaves.  The  slaves  "  owe  duty  to 
the  (iovernmcnt ;  and,  if  they  do,  we  owe  the  masters 
nothing  for  taking  them."  Mr.  ^Maliory  (Deni.)  of 
Kentucky  said  that  "  property  is  held  in  slaves.  I  do 
not  mean  that  the  person  of  the  slave  is  property,  and 
can  be  used  as  property  ;  that  he  can  be  killed,  and  eaten 
like  a  hog  ;  but  that  men  own  property  in  the  labor  and 
service  of  slaves  in  this  country.  The  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  ignores  this  right,  violates 
it  in  a  })lain,  distinct,  and  palpable  manner,  and  is  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  11th,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  Enrolment  Bill ;  the  pending  question  being 
jNIr.  Davis's  amendment  to  ]\Ir.  Stevens's  amendment. 
Mr.  Stevens  accepted  the  amendment.  Mr.  Davis  then 
moved  to  amend  by  adding,  that  "  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  ap[)oint  a  commission  in  each  of  the  slave  States 
represented  in  Congress,  charged  to  award  a  just  com- 
pensation to  each  loyal  owner  (»f  any  slave  who  may 
volunteer  into  the  service,  payable  out  of  the  conunuta- 
tion  money."     ^Ir.  Anderson  (Union)  of  Kentucky  was 
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"in  favoi-  of  taking-  tlie  slaves  of  rc1)o]s  in  Kentucky, 
and  of  rebel  sympathizers."  Mr.  Davis's  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  ]Mr.  A^^ebster  (Union) 
of  jMaryland  moved  to  so  amend  Mr.  Stevens's  amend- 
ment as  "to  put  the  drafted  man  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  volunteer  slave."  —  "We  do  not,"  said  Mr.  Kelley 
(Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania,  "give  the  Northern  father 
compensation  for  his  minor  son  who  is  drafted  ;  we  do 
not  gi^•e  the  Northern  wife  compensation  for  the  husband 
■whose  labor  was  her  support,  if  he  be  drafted  ;  we  do 
not  give  the  Northern  orphan  child  compensation  for 
having  withdraAvn  the  father  whose  labor  was  its  sup- 
port ;  we  do  not  give  compensation  to  the  poor  wife 
and  child  of  a  poor  man  of  Maryland  or  Kentucky  Avhen 
the  draft  designates  her  husband  or  its  father  :  and  I 
cannot  see  that  the  relation  of  this  slaA-e-owner  to  his 
slave  is  one  Avhit  more  sacred  than  that  of  the  father  to 
his  son,  the  wife  to  her  husband,  or  the  child  to  its 
parent." — "I  deny,"  said  Mr.  Harris  (Dem.)  of  Mary- 
land, "  that  you  have  a  right  to  enlist  or  enroll  a  slave." 
Mr.  Kasson  (Rep.)  of  Iowa  would  vote  to  give  com- 
pensation in  the  case  of  slaves  volunteering :  he  was 
against  giving  compensation  in  case  of  drafted  slaves. 
Mr.  Baldwin  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words,  "owner  of  any 
slave,"  and  inserting,  "the  person  to  whom  the  colored 
volunteer  may  owe  service ; "  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  adopted.  Mr.  Broomall  (Rep.)  of  Penn- 
sylvania moved  that  the  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
district  if  the  representative  expressly  ask  that  the  slaves 
be  exempt  from  draft,  letting  it  fall  the  more  heavily 
upon  the  white  man.     He  was  opposed  to  it;  but  he 
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wanted  a  test-vote  on  this  proposition.  "I  liave  never 
found,"  he  cU'chircd,  ''the  most  snaky  constituent  of 
mine,  ^\llo,  when  he  was  drafted,  refused  to  let  the 
l)hu-kest  neij;ro  in  the  district  ^o  as  a  suhstitute  for  him." 
Mr.  Broomall's  amendment  was  rejected.  ^Ir.  AVebster 
moved  to  amend,  so  that  the  bounty  now  paid  to  the 
drafted  man  shall  be  paid  to  the  person  to  wliom  any 
drafted  man  may  owe  any  service  or  labor,  — ayes  (J7, 
nays  44.  Mr.  Clay  was  opposed  to  sending-  a  reeruituig 
otHcer  into  Kentucky  :  "It  will  create  a  civil  war  amonir 
us."  ^Ir.  Scofield  (Ivep.)  of  Pennsylvania  said,  ''There 
were  two  conditions  of  slavery,  —  non-instruction  to  the 
slave;  non-discussion  by  the  white  man.  These  arc 
acknowledged  to  be  the  two  safeguards  of  slavery  by  the 
statutes  of  almost  every  slave  State  where  ignorance  is 
commanded  to  the  slave,  and  silence  to  the  white  man. 
.  .  .  Slavery  is  surrounded  by  a  cordon  of  missionary 
schools  for  the  black  man.  In  |hose  schools,  the  slaves 
of  all  ages  ai'c  taught  not  only  what  can  be  learned  from 
books  and  charts,  but  also  that  they  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  free,  —  made  so  by  the  laws  of  God  and  the 
President's  proclamaticm  ;  and  that  it  is  a  duty  they  owe 
to  God  and  the  President  to  maintain  that  freedom. 
When  God  shall  please  again  to  bless  the  land  with 
peace,  shall  the  negro  lay  aside  his  military  belt,  and 
resume  the  master's  collar?  If  the  country  would  allow 
it,  the  master  would  not.  lie  would  as  soon  mtroduce 
to  his  plantation  a  person  charged  with  some  fatal  in- 
fection as  his  former  slave,  filled  with  antislavery  ideas 
and  military  skill.  He  might  coiut  his  industry,  but 
not  his  deniordlized  will.  But  the  other  safeguard  of 
slavery — the  silence  of  the  white  man — is  broken  also. 
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Discussion  has  opened  in  all  the  Border  States,  and  can 
never  ngnin  be  hushed." 

jNIr.  Fernando  Wood  (Dem.)  of  Xew  York  desired 
"to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  while  we  are  dis- 
cussing a  measure  clearly  and  palpably  in  violation 
of  the  Constitution,  the  Confederate  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  discussing  measures  of  peace,  re-union,  and 
conciliation."  Mr.  Cox  proposed  to  send  Mr.  Wood 
to  Richmond  to  negotiate  a  peace  based  upon  the  old 
Union.  Mr.  Harding  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  adding,  "  that  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion in  i-egai'd  to  slaves  shall  not  apply  to  the  State  of 
Kentucky."  Mr.  Higby  (Rep.)  of  Califoi'nia  thought 
"the  Government  might  go  into  every  district,  and  take 
men  to  fill  up  the  Union  armies,  no  matter  what  the 
color  of  their  skin."  Mr.  King  (Dem.)  of  Missouri 
moved  to  amend,  so  that  no  slave  could  be  recruited  or 
drafted  in  any  State  which  has  passed  an  ordinance  of 
emancipation.  Mr.  Davis,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Harris, 
said,  "  The  gentleman  spoke  of  robbery.  Sir,  the  ad- 
vocates of  slavery  should  seek  some. other  term  of 
reproach.  Its  origin  was  in  robbery ;  and,  if  time  and 
law  have  sanctioned  it,  they  have  not  obliterated  its  his- 
toric origin." 

Mr.  Whalley  (Union)  of  West  Virginia  moved  to 
amend  by  adding,  that  the  troops  of  African  descent 
shall  be  organized  into  companies  and  regiments  of 
their  own  color,  and  shall  be  commanded  by  white 
officers.  Mr.  Boutwell  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"shall  be  commanded  by  white  officers."  He  said,  "It 
is  an  imputation  on  the  white  people  of  the  country  to 
say,  that,  in  a  fair  contest,  they  are  not  able  to  main- 
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tain,  socially,  Intolk'Ctually,  and  inorally,  the  ascentlency. 
.  .  .  If,  \vitli  the  ascciuleiicy  Avhich  twenty-five  millioii 
Avhite  pe(i[»K'  ha\e  in  a  striiii'ule  with  iiuir  iiiillidii  of  an 
oppressed  and  degraded  race,  we  are  nut  able  to  maintain 
the  ascendency,  then,  I  say,  surrender.  I  believe  we 
are  able  to  maintain  that  ascendency  ;  but  whatever 
positions  these  people  show  themselves  capable  of  hold- 
nir,  with  honor  to  themselves  and  advantaire  to  the 
comitry,  never  shall  my  vote  restrain  them  from  obtain- 
ing." ^Iv.  r>()ut\vell  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
!Mr.  Whalley's  amendment  was  rejected.  ]\Ir.  Ilollins 
(Union)  of  Missouri  moved  to  amend  so  that  slaves 
who  have  enlisted  shall  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  those  that  shall  hereafter  enlist,  —  ayes  52,  nays  51. 
jMr.  Harrington  moved  to  insert  the  word  "  white " 
before  the  word  "  volunteers ; "  and  it  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Stevens's  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 
By  its  provisions,  colored  men,  whether  free  or  slave, 
were  to  be  enrolled  and  considered  part  of  the  national 
forces.  The  masters  of  slaves  were  to  receive  the 
hundred-dollar  bounty  to  each  (halted  man  on  freeing 
their  slaves. 

The  Enrolment  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Conference 
Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  AVilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Xesmith  of  Oregon,  and  ]\Ir.  Grimes  of  Iowa,  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  ;  and  Mr.  Schenck  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Demin":  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Ktrnan  of  Xew  York, 
on  the  part  of  the  House.  In  the  Conference  Conunit- 
tee,  Mr.  \\'ilst)n  stated  that  he  never  could  assent  to 
the  amendment,  unless  the  drafted  slaves  were  made 
free  on  being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.     ]\Ir.  Grimes  sustained  that  position  ;   and  the 
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House  committee  assented  to  it.  The  House  amend- 
ment was  then  modified  so  as  to  read,  "  Tliat  all  able- 
bodied  male  coloi-ed  persons  between  the  ages  of  twenty 
and  forty-five  years,  whether  citizens  or  not,  resident  in 
the  United  States,  shall  be  enrolled  according  to  the 
jiro visions  of  this  act,  and  of  the  act  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment,  and  form  part  of  the  national  forces  ; 
and,  when  a  slave  of  a  loyal  master  shall  be  drafted  and 
mustered  into  the  sei*vice  of  the  United  States,  his 
master  shall  have  a  certificate  tliereof ;  and  thereupon 
such  slave  shall  be  free  ;  and  the  bounty  of  a  hundred 
dollars,  now  payable  by  law  for  each  drafted  man,  shall 
be  paid  to  the  person  to  whom  such  drafted  person  was 
owing  service  or  labor  at  the  time  of  his  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary  of 
AVar  shall  appoint  a  commission  in  each  of  the  slave 
States  represented  in  Congress,  charged  to  award,  to 
each  loyal  person  to  whom  a  colored  volunteer  may  owe 
service,  a  just  compensation,  not  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  each  such  colored  volunteer,  payable 
out  of  the  fund  derived  from  commutation  ;  and  every 
such  colored  volunteer,  on  being  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice, shall  be  free." 

The  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  was  agreed 
to ;  and  it  was  enacted  that  every  slave,  whether  a 
drafted  man  or  a  volunteer,  shall  be  free  on  being  mus- 
tered into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
not  by  the  act  of  tlie  master,  but  by  tlie  authority  of 
the  Federal  Government. 
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AID  TO  THE  STATES  TO  EMANCIPATE  THEIR  SLAVES. 

»IR.  WILSON'S  JOINT  RKSOLUTION.  —  HOUSE  COMMirrKE   ON    KMANCIPATION. 

—  MR.  WIIITK'S  kill. —  MR.   WILSON'S   RKSOLUTION. MR.  HENDERSON'S 

BILL.  —  MR.  NtJELL'S  lULL.  —  MR.  WHITE'S  REPORT.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR. 
CLEMENTS.  —  .MR.  WICKLIKFE.  —  MR.  NOELL.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL. — 
HOUSE  BILL  REPORTED  BY  MR.  TRUMBULL.  —  REM.iRKS  OF  SIR.  HENDER- 
SON.—  MR.  WILSON'S  AMEND JIENT.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  FESSENDEN. — 
MR.  TRU.MBULL.  —  MR.  FO.STER.  —  MR.  WILSON  — MR.  SHERMAN.  —  MR. 
COW.\N.  —  .^IR.  BAYARD. —  MR.  CLAItK.  —  .MR.  LANE  OF  KANS.VS.  —  MR. 
MORRILL.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  AMENDSIENT.  —  MR.  GRlMES'S  Sl'EECR.  — 
MR  KENNEDY'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  HARRIS'S  REPORT.  —  MR.  WILSON  OF 
JIISSOURI.  —  MR.  wall's  SPEECH. — MR.  RICHARDSON'S  AMENDMENT. — 
MR.  COLLAMERS  AMENDMENT. —  MR.  SU.MNER's  AMENDMENT. —  RE- 
M.VRKS  OF  MR.  POWELL.  —  .MR.  SUMNER'S  AMEND.MENT.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S 
SPEECH. —  PASSACiE  OF  THE  BILL  AS  AMENDED.  —  MR.  WHITE'S  REPORT 
IN    THE    HOUSE.  —  BILL    REFERRED    TO    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    WHOLE. 

IX  the  Senate,  on  tlic  7th  of  March,  18(;2,  Mr.  Wilson 
(Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a  joint  resolution  to  grant  aid  to  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Delaware  to  emancipate  certain  persons  held  to 
service  or  labor.  It  provided,  that  in  case  the  States" 
of  ^laryland  and  Delawai-e,  within  two  years,  shall  enact 
that  all  persons  held  to  service  within  those  States  shall 
be  discharged  i'roni  all  claim  to  such  service,  and  that 
neither  slaverv  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall  thereafter 
e.xi.st  in  those  States,  the  President  may  issue  and  de- 
liver to  those  States  the  bonds  of  the  United  States, 
payable  in  twenty-five  years,  to  an  amount  equal  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  each  person  so  dis- 
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cliurged  and  freed  from  sei-vice  or  labor.  INIr.  Saulsbury 
objected,  and  the  resolution  was  not  acted  upon. 

On  the  10th,  the  Vice-President  stated,  that,  "on  Fri- 
day, tlie  senator  from  ^Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wilson)  sent 
to  the  chair  a  joint  resolution,  and  it  was  objected  to  by 
the  senator  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Saulsbury).  It  being 
a  joint  resolution,  the  objection  of  the  senator  from 
Delaware  precluded  its  reception.  It  is  now  in  order 
for  the  senator  to  renew  it,  if  he  chooses  so  to  do."  Mr. 
Wilson  asked  leave  to  introduce  his  joint  resolution  to 
grant  aid  to  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Delaware  to 
emancipate  their  slaves.  "I  intend,"  said  j\lr.  Sauls- 
bury, "to  object  to  the  proposition  in  every  stage,  and 
fight  it  at  every  stage  :  I  shall  make  all  objections  at  all 
stages  that  I  have  a  right  to  make."  Mr.  Wilson  said 
he  did  not  understand  that  it  required  unanimous  con- 
sent, as  he  had  given  notice  more  than  a  week  ago. 
The  Vice-President  stated  that  "  the  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts did  on  Friday  send  to  the  chair  the  joint 
resolution,  and  the  title  was  read.  The  chair  rules  that 
that  was  notice ;  and  therefore  the  senator  is  entitled  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  his  resolution  to-day,  under  the 
notice  already  given."  Leave  was  granted  to  Mr.  Wil- 
son to  introduce  his  joint  resolution ;  and  it  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

In  the  House,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1862,  Mr.  Wliite 
(Rep.)  of  Indiana  introduced  a  resolution  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  committee  of  nine  members  —  the 
chairman  and  a  majority  of  whom  shall  be  members 
from  the  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  A^irginia,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Missouri  —  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any  plan  can  be  prepared  and  recommended  for 
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tlie  gradual  cinancipation  ut"  all  the  AtVican  slaves  and 
the  extinriion  of  slavery  in  those  States  by  the  people 
or  local  autiioritics.  ]Mr.  Roscoe  Conkling  (Rep.)  of 
New  York  suggested  the  modification  of  the  resolution, 
so  as  not  to  restrict  the  chair  in  the  appointment  of  the 
connnittee  ;  and  Mr.  A\  hitc  so  modilicd  his  resolution. 
Mr.  Mallory  (Dcm.)  of  Kentucky  denounced  the  reso- 
lution as  "an  unconstitutional  absurdity,"  and  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table.  ]Mr.  Cox  (Deni.)  of  Ohio 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ]\Ir.  ]Mallory"s  motion, 
and  they  were  taken,  —  yeas  51,  nays  08.  ]\lr.  Val- 
landigham  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  jiassage 
of  the  resolution,  —  yeas  07,  nays  52:  so  the  resolu- 
tion was  passed.  On  the  14th  of  April,  the  Speaker 
announced  as  the  select  connnittee  on  the  subject  of 
gradual  emancipation  in  the  slaveholding  States,  — 
Messrs.  Albert  S.  White  of  Indiana,  Francis  P.  Blair 
of  Missouri,  George  P.  Fisher  of  Delaware,  A\'illiam  E. 
Lehman  of  Pennsylvania,  C  L.  L.  Leary  of  Maryland, 
K.  V.  Whaley  of  Virginia,  James  F.  A\'ils()n  of  Iowa, 
Samuel  L.  Casey  of  Kentucky,  and  Andrew  J.  Clements 
of  Tennessee. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  ^Ir.  White,  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Emancipation,  reported  a  bill  granting 
the  aid  of  the  United  States  to  certain  States,  upon  the 
adoption  by  them  of  a  system  of  emancipation,  and  to 
provide  for  the  colonization  of  free  negroes,  accompa- 
nied by  a  report.  Tlie  bill  ])rovided,  that  whenever 
the  President  shall  be  satisfied  that  any  one  of  the 
States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  or  ^lissouri,  shall  have  emancipated  the 
slaves  therein,  it  shall    be  the   duty  of    the  President 
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to  deliver  to  siieh  State  an  amount  of  bonds  of  the 
United  States,  payable  at  thirty  yeais,  equal  to  the 
ajro-reo-ate  value  of  all  slaves  Avithin  such  State  at 
the  rate  of  three  hundred  dollars  for  each  slave, — 
the  whole  amount  for  any  one  State  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  once  if  the  emancipation  shall  be  innnediate, 
or  in  ratable  instalments  if  it  shall  be  o-radual ;  that 
no  State  shall  make  any  compensation  to  the  owner 
of  any  slave  who  shall  j)e  proved  to  have  Avillingly 
engaged  in  or  in  any  manner  aided  the  present  Rebel- 
lion. Mr.  White,  by  unanimous  consent,  explained  the 
action  of  the  committee.  "I  will  only  add,"  he  said, 
"  that  this  measure  has  passed  the  committee  with  great 
unanimity  :  the  slight  dissent  of  any  member  being  more 
to  detail  than  to  principle.  It  is  addressed,  not  to  the 
politician  of  an  hour,  but  to  historic  men,  conscious  of 
the  peril  of  their  country,  who  know  that  great  sacrifices 
must  be  made  to  save  it,  and  look  upon  this  as  the  most 
hopeful,  as  it  will  be  the  noblest,  in  its  results."  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  Stli  of  December,  1862,  Mr. 
Wilson  of  iMassachusetts  introduced  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  iSIilitary  Affairs  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  more  effectually 
suppressing  the  Rebellion  and  securing  domestic  tran- 
quillity in  the  State  of  ^Missouri.  On  the  19th,  Mr. 
Henderson  (Union)  of  ]Missouri  introduced  a  bill  grant- 
ing aid  to  that  State  to  emancipate  the  slaves  therein  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

In  the  House,  on  the  15th,  Mr.  Noell  (Union)  of 
Missouri  introduced  a  bill   to  secure  the   abolishment 
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of  slavorv  in  the  State  of  ^Tissouri,  and  to  provide 
compensation  to  loyal  })ersons  therein  who  own  slaves; 
^vlli(•il  was  referred  to  the  Select  Conmiittee  on  Eman- 
cipation. On  the  2'2d,  Mr.  AVhite,  chairman  of  the 
connnittee,  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  report 
Mr.  Xoell's  bill  relative  to  the  abolishment  of  slavery  in 
Missouri,  with  a  view  to  haxini;-  it  })rintcd  and  recom- 
mitted. Mr.  A'allandiuham  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  ol)jecting, 
]\Ir.  AVhite  nio\ed  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  —  yeas 
77,  nays  ;>•).  Mr.  Xoell,  on  the  (Ith  of  January,  18G3, 
reported  back  i'rom  the  select  committee,  without  amend- 
ment, his  bill  iiiving  aid  to  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  abolishment  of  slavery  therein.  Mr.  Val- 
landigham  raised  a  point  of  order  on  the  reception  of  the 
bill,  Avhich  the  Speaker  overruled.  The  bill  provided 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will,  upon  the 
passage  by  tlie  State  of  Missouri  of  a  good  and  valid 
act  of  emancipation  of  all  the  slaves  therein,  and  to  be 
irrepealable  unless  by  the  consent  of  the  United  States, 
apply  the  sum  of  ten  million  dollaivs  in  United-States 
bonds,  redeemable  in  thirty  years  from  their  date. 

Mr.  Clements  (Union)  of  Tennessee  did  intend  to 
make  a  minority  report,  but  was  not  aware  the  bill  was 
to  be  reported  :  hence  he  desired  to  make  an  exj)lana- 
tion.  lie  was  in  favor  of  a  general  act  to  aid  emanci- 
pation in  the  Border  slave  States  ;  but  he  thought  the 
bill  alone,  by  itself,  "to  be  of  a  sectional  character," 
and  "for  that  reason  I  oppose  it."  —  "I  have  seen  it 
stated,"  said  ]\Ir.  Wicklitle  (0pp.)  of  Kentucky,  "in 
the  public  prints,  that,  before  the  issuing  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  he  rccei\('d  information  from  in- 
telligent, unconditional  Union  men  of  Kentucky,  which 
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satisfied  him  that  tliere  was  a  great  change  in  public 
sentiment  among  the  people  of  Kentucky,  and  especially 
in  the  Union  party,  in  favor  of  these  miserable  abolition 
schemes.  I  feel  it  my  duty  and  my  privilege  to  state 
on  this  floor,  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  hearing 
of  the  nation,  that  there  is  not  one  in  every  three  hun- 
dred men  in  Kentucky  who  is  in  favor  of  such  a  meas- 
ure, or  of  the  proclamation."  The  result  of  a  measure 
for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  Border  States,  by 
the  aid  of  the  national  treasury,  "  would,  in  my  judg- 
ment," said  Mr.  Clements,  ''deserve  the  thanks  of  all 
mankind  ;  as  it  would,  I  believe,  relieve  our  country, 
in  time,  of  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  disturb  our 
national  quietude."  Mr.  Noell  advocated  his  bill  as  a 
just,  wise,  and  beneficent  measure.  "  I  am  aware,"  he 
said,  ''  that  some  of  the  public  men  in  my  own  State 
believe  that  that  sum  is  not  large  enough.  I  differ 
from  them  in  opinion  on  that  point.  ...  I  believe  that 
ten  million  dollars  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  pay  for 
every  slave  of  loyal  owners  at  the  rate  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  each."  iNIr.  Noell  demanded  the  previous 
question.  Mr.  Price  (Dem.)  of  Missouri  asked  ]Mr. 
Noell  to  withdraw  it,  to  allow  him  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Xoell  declared,  if  the  amendment  was  to 
increase  the  amount  named  in  the  bill,  he  could  not 
admit  it.  ]Mr.  Price  avowed  that  it  did  increase  the 
amount.  ]Mr.  Hulman  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  They  were  ordered,  —  yeas  42,  nays  73.  The 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative, — yeas  73,  nays  4(3. 
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In  the  Senate,  on  the  14th  uf  January,  ]\Ir.  Trnm- 
l)ull  reported  haek  t'roni  the  Jiuliciary  Conunittcc  Mr. 
nenderson's  hill,  with  a  reconmieiuhitiun  that  it  be 
indefinitely  jmstponed  ;  and  the  Senate  cuneurred  in  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee.  jMr.  Trumbull  re- 
ported back  from  the  committee  ]Mr.  Xoell's  House  bill, 
with  an  amendment.  On  the  llJth,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Henderson,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  bill  giving  aid  to  Missouri  for  the  abolish- 
ment of  slavery  ;  the  question  pending  being  upon  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  «Tudiciary 
to  strike  out  all  alter  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and 
insert,  "  That  whenever  satisfactory  evidence  shall  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  the 
State  of  ^lissouri  has  adopted  a  law,  ordinance,  or  other 
provision,  for  the  gradual  or  immediate  emancipation  of 
all  the  slaves  therein,  and  t lie  exclusion  of  slavery  for 
ever  thereafter  from  said  State,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
prepare,  and  deliver  to  the  Governor  of  said  State,  as 
hereinafter  provided,  to  be  used  by  said  State  to  com- 
pensate for  the  inconveniences  produced  by  such  change 
of  system,  bonds  of  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  million  dollars,  the  same  to  bear  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  and  payable  thirty 
years  after  the  date  thereof."  Mr.  Henderson  said  this 
bill  was  substantially  the  one  he  introduced.  "  The 
decree  had  gone  forth,  that  slavery  must  be  destroyed. 
It  is  needless  to  argue  that  ]Missouri  is  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  decree.  It  is  not  beyond  the  influence  of  your 
past  legislation,  nor  is  it  l)eyond  the  influence  of  events 
for  more  powerful  than  acts  of  legislation.  ...  It  is  the 
best  possible  economy  for  the  Government.     If,  in  any 
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iDanncr,  ]Missouri  is  lic](l  responsible  for  this  state  of 
things,  she  now  presents  her  regrets.  If  it  be  cliarged 
that  her  admission  into  the  Union  gave  origin  to  this 
unfortunate  feud,  she  may  at  least  claim  the  honor  of 
fidelity  to  her  pledge  in  the  darkest  hour  of  the  nation's 
existence.  If  it  be  said  that  slavery  is  the  cause  of  this 
Rebellion,  she  answers  by  placing  slavery  upon  the 
altar  of  the  country."  On  the  30th  of  January,  the 
bill,  on  motion  of  ^Nlr.  Trumbull,  was  considered.. 
"To  carry  out  the  pledge,"  said  Mr.  Sherman  (Rep.) 
of  Ohio,  '"we  made  one  year  ago,  I  am  willing  to  vote 
ten  million  d(dlars  in  bonds  of  the  United  States  to 
the  State  of  Missouri.  I  will  not  vote  for  any  more." 
—  "We  cannot,"  replied  ]\Ir.  Henderson,  "emancipate 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  under  our  Constitution,  with- 
out paying  the  owners  for  their  property.  If  we 
undertake  to  liberate  at  all,  we  are  bound  to  pay." 
Mr.  AVilson  (Dem.)  of  ]Missouri  gave  notice  that  he 
should  move  to  increase  the  amount.  "I  am  ready," 
said  Mr.  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  "to  give  my  vote  to 
tax  the  toiling  men  of  my  State  —  to  tax  the  farmers,  the 
mechanics,  the  merchants,  the  fishermen  on  the  coasts 
of  New  England  —  to  blot  slavery  out  of  the  State. 
Yes,  sir :  I  am  ready  to  tax  my  own  barren  Xew  Eng- 
land so  as  to  more  effectually  crush  out  this  Rebellion, 
give  domestic  tranquillity,  increase  of  population  and  of 
wealth,  to  that  great  Empire  State  of  the  West.  I  shall 
vote  the  money  of  Massachusetts  with  all  my  heart  for 
emancl})ation  in  Missouri ;  but,  sir,  it  must  be  emanci- 
pation now  or  within  a  few  years.  I  care  far  less  for  the 
money  than  for  the  time.  I  am  for  making  it  a  free 
State  with  free  influences  in  my  day  and  generation." 
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i\lr.  \\  ilsoii  inoAt'd  to  ainciul  the  ainciHlincnt  proposed 
by  tin-  coiiiiuittct'  l)y  iiisertinjj;  in  lii-ii  of  it,  "that  wlien- 
ewv  >ati.-t'act()ry  o\  ulcnce  sliall  In-  presented  to  the  Pre- 
sident oi'  tlie  L  niti'd  ^^tates  tliat  either  of  the  States  of 
oVIissouri,  Maryhmd,  Dehiware,  or  A\'e.^t  VirLiinia,  has 
ado[)ted  a  law,  ordinance,  or  other  i)r(i\ision,  for  the 
emancipation  of  all  the  slaves  therein,  and  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  slavery  for  ever  thereafter  from  such  State,  it 
shall  be  his  duty  to  prepare,  and  deliver  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  such  State  as  shall  so  provide, — to  the  Governor 
of  Missouri  eighteen  million  dollars,  to  the  Governor  of 
^larylantl  eii;iiteen  million  dollars,  to  the  Governor 
of  Delaware  three  huiuh-ed  tiiousand  dollars,  and  to 
the  Governor  of  West  Virginia  one  million  live  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  —  bonds  of  the  United  States,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  and  pay- 
able thirty  years  after  the  date  thereof."  Mr.  Fessenden 
(Rep.)  of  Maine  said,  "I  confess  that  I  am  somewhat 
surprised  at  the  change  that  has  been  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judieiaiy  in  tiie  bill  passed  by  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives.  1  rose,  sir,  to  suii^est  that  the  bill 
before  us  is  better  than  the  pro])osed  substitute,  because 
it  is  satisfactory  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  satis- 
factory to  the  representative  from  the  State  of  Missouri 
who  introduced  and  advocated  it ;  is  less  in  amount, 
—  proposing  to  apj)ro[)riate  only  half  as  much,  and 
yet,   in   my  judgment,   a  sufficient   amount." 

]Mr.  Henderson  made  an  earnest  and  eloquent  appeal 
for  prompt  action.  ''  Xow  is  the  moment,"  he  asserted  ; 
"now  is  the  acce[)ted  time.  If  ever  you  intend  to  do 
any  thing  to  carry  out  your  pledges  that  you  are  opposed 
to  the  institution  of  slavery,  now  is  that  time."     Mr. 
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Trumbull  explained  the  bill,  and  defended  the  action  of 
the  comniittee.  "This  bill,"  he  said,  "proposes  that 
slavery  shall  ^ease  once  and  for  ever  after  thirteen  years. 
That  is  the  object  of  it.  The  object  of  it  is  to  insure 
freedom,  and  not  perpetuate  slavery.  I  would  be  glad 
if  the  shackles  could  fall  from  every  slave,  not  only  in 
Missouri,  but  throug,hout  the  United  States  and  the 
world,  to-dtiy  ;  but,  sir,  I  cannot  accomplish  it."  Mr. 
Foster  (Rep.)  of  Connecticut  made  an  a[>le  and  effec- 
tive speech  in  favor  of  the  substitute  of  the  committee. 
lie  said,  "  In  my  opinion,  Mr.  President,  no  more 
grave  question  can  be  raised  in  this  body.  I  think  the 
decision  of  that  cpiestion  affects  directly,  more  directly 
than  any  other  question  before  us,  the  existence  and  per- 
petuity of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ;  I  will 
add,  than  any  other  question  which  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  legislation  can  be  brought  before  us.  I  will  not  say 
that  the  existence  and  perpetuity  of  the  Union  depend 
upon  the  manner  in  which  that  question  may  be  decided  ; 
but  I  will  say,  that  if  it  be  decided  to  make  this  State  a 
free  State,  and  we  actually  make  it  a  free  State,  we  do 
more  to  perpetuate  the  existence  of  the  Kepublic  than 
we  can  do  in  any  other  one  way."  I\Ir.  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  in  response  to  Mr.  Henderson,  said,  "I 
assure  the  senator  from  Missouri,  to  whose  earnest  tones 
I  have  listened  to-day  with  unmixed  2)leasure,  whose 
devotion  to  the  country  we  all  so  fully  ap[)laud,  that  I 
am  ready  to  vote  any  reasonable  sum  from  the  treasury 
of  the  nation  to  make  Missouri  free,  —  free  now,  when 
freedom  will  bring  to  her  law,  order,  and  tranquillity. 
I  admit  that  it  is  important  to  take  the  first  step  ;  and 
if  this  were  a  proposition  to  aid  a  State  situated  like 
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Kentucky  or  Tennessee,  then  I  should  regard  the  first 
step  iis  every  tiling  gained  :  but  for  a  great  State  like 
Missoiui,  with  so  tew  slaves,  a  State  that  has  such 
niighty  interests  to  beeonic  free  at  once,  the  proposition 
is  one  that  we  ought  not  to  entertain  ;  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  voted  down  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Let 
us  stamp  upon  her  now  war-desolated  fields  the  words, 
'Immediate  emancipation,'  and  these  blighted  fields  will 
bloom  again,  and  law  and  order  and  j)eace  will  again 
bless  the  dwellings  of  her  people."  —  "1  want  to  say," 
remarked  ]\Ir.  Pomeroy  (Kep.)  of  Kansas,  "that  I 
think  Missouri  is  destined  to  become  a  free  State  at 
anv  rate.  You  cannot  keep  slavery  in  ^lissouri  thiiteen 
years  without  a  standing  army." 

On  the  30th  of  January,  the  Senate,  as  iu  Committee 
of  the  ^Vhole,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 
"I  believe,"  said  Mr.  Sherman,  "that  the  condition  of 
slavery  as  a  fixed  and  ])ermanent  relation  in  ^Missouri 
tends  to  keep  u[)  ci\  il  war  in  the  State;  and  that,  the 
verv  moment  she  enters  u[)ou  the  {)ath  of  gradual  eman- 
cipation, all  her  sym[)athies  anil  all  her  interests  will  be 
opposed  to  the  present  Kebellion,  and  in  favor  of  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  It  is  to  acci)ni|)lish  tiiis 
purpose,  to  create  a  spirit  in  the  State  of  Missoin-i  in 
fa\or  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  that  I  am  willing 
to  vote  the  money  of  the  peoi)le  of  Ohio  to  aid  in  this 
object.  That  can  be  accom[)lished  better  by  gradual 
emancipation  than  by  innnediate  emancipation."  —  "I 
should  like  to  ask  the  senator  from  Ohio,"  said  Mr. 
("owan  (Ifep.)  of  Pennsylvania,  "if  a  scheme  of  grad- 
ual emancipation  be  adopted,  where  would  l)e  the  neces- 
sity for  an  ap[)ropriation  at  all  ?     I  understand  that  the 
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usual  mode  by  wliich  that  is  cfFeeted  is  by  declaring 
the  children,  born  after  a  certain  time  fixed,  free."  — 
"The  right  to  the  increase  of  slaves  is  now,"  replied 
Mr.  Sherman,  "under  the  local  law,  a  property  right, 
and  that  is  estimated  at  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
value  of  the  slaves.  I  should  be  willing  to  contribute 
from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  value  of  that  property  right,  according  to 
their  local  law."  —  "The  right,"  said  Mr.  Cowan,  "re- 
mains in  the  State  perfect  over  the  condition  of  the 
cliildren  yet  unborn."  Mr.  Wilson  of  ^Massachusetts, 
in  reply  to  ]Mr.  Sherman,  said,  "  The  senator  from 
Ohio  speaks  with  much  feeling  of  the  extreme  views 
of  some  of  us  who  desire,  in  contributing  of  the  public 
money  to  make  Missouri  a  free  State,  to  give  the 
priceless  boon  of  personal  freedom  to  her  hundred 
thousand  bondmen.  The  senator  earnestly  deprecates 
such  radicalism  as  cares  for  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  slave.  He  announces  that  he  is  willing  to  tax  the 
people  of  America  to  pay  for  children  not  yet  born ; 
no,  not  yet  begotten.  I  am  not.  The  senator  talks  of 
our  exti-eme  views,  of  our  radicalism  ;  while  he  accepts 
the  aljhorrent  dogma,  that  slave-masters  have  a  right  to 
the  unborn,  vmbegotten  issue  of  their  slaves,  —  a  right  he 
is  willing  to  tax  the  people  of  Ohio  to  pay.  I,  sir,  give 
no  such  vote.  I  will  never  consent  to  tax  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  to  pay  for  unborn  children  twenty-two 
years  hence."  Mr.  Henderson  said,  that,  if  a  bill  offer- 
ing ten  million  dollars  and  immediate  emancipation  were 
passed,  "I  for  one,  though  I  as  earnestly  desire  emanci- 
pation as  any  man  in  Missouri,  will  ask  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  not  to  accept  it.    That  is  plain  and  honest. 
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In  tliat  event,  1  sliall  ask  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  MissuLiii,  however,  to  adopt  u  <i,ra(Uial  system  of 
enuiiu-Ipation  upon  their  own  hook."  —  "1  would  not," 
said  ^Ir.  Bayard  (Deni.)  of  Delaware,  "throw  a  straw 
in  the  road  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  if  It  is  the  will  of 
the  people  of  that  State  to  abolish  slavery  within  its 
limits,  either  now  or  at  a  future  day  ;  but  I  am  unable 
to  find  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  any 
auiluirity  for  Congress  interfering  with  that  institution, 
or  making  an  ajjpropriation  to  aid  any  State  for  the  pur- 
"pose  of  emanci{)ati()n." 

.Mr.  Henderson  said,  ''I  now  move  in  line  twenty- 
one  to  strike  out  '  seventy-six,'  and  insert  '  eighty-five,' 
80  as  to  read,  '  some  day  not  later  than  the  fourth 
day  of  July,  1885.'"  — "  That  will  allow,"  remarked 
Mr.  Howard  (Kep.)  of  ^liehigan,  "to  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  period  of  twenty-two  years  within  which 
to  bring  about  emancipation.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  is  an  unnecessarily  long  period.  187()  will  be  a 
great  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  nation,  as  I  trust, 
if  the  pw)ple  are  true  to  themselves,  true  to  their 
own  interests,  true  to  that  tutelary  Constitution  under 
which  we  have  lived  and  prospered  for  eighty  long  years 
past.  I  shall  expect,  if  I  shall  have  the  good  fortune  to 
survive  until  that  day,  to  see  the  Constitution  in  its 
vigor  and  purity  restored,  and  the  Union  restored,  and 
to  see  not  one  foot  of  slave  soil  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  United  States.  1  hope,  sir,  to  live  to  see 
that  day.  I  expect  to  live  to  see  that  day  ;  and  I  want, 
when  that  great  day  shall  arrive,  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  joining  in  its  festivities,  and  listening  to  the  roar  of 
its  cannon,  and  to  the  joyous  shouts  of  the  people  of  the 
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whole  United  States,  that  not  only  Missouri,  but  every 
other  slavehol(lini>-  State,  is  that  day,  at  least,  IVee, 
redeemed,  emancipated  from  the  pestilence.''  —  "1  am 
opposed,"  said  Mr.  Clark  (Kep.)  of  New  Hampshire, 
"to  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Missouri.  1 
am,  with  the  senator  from  oNIiehigan,  willinij  to  keep  in 
good  faith  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  at  the  last  session.  I  am 
willing"  to  aid  any  State  in  the  gradual  emancipation 
or  in  tlie  immediate  emancipation  of  its  slaves ;  but 
I  am  not  willing  that  we  should  bear,  as  the  senator 
from  Missouri  intimates  we  should,  the  whole  of  this 
burden."  Mr.  Henderson  said,  "  I  hope  that  the 
amendment  I  propose  will  be  adopted.  There  are 
some  senators  here,  like  the  senator  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Sherman) ,  who  insist  that  emancipation  must  be  grad- 
ual in  my  State.  He  cannot  vote  for  any  proposition 
of  emancipation  unless  it  is  gradual.  He  does  not  want 
any  immediate  emancipation.  The  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Wilson),  with  the  very  same  integrity  of 
purpose,  with  the  same  desire  to  accomplisli  the  purpose, 
says  he  must  have  it  immediate  ;  and  so  says  the  senator 
from  New  Hampshire.  If  the  bill  is  to  fall  between  the 
contrai'iety  of  opinion  that  I  find  here,  let  it  fall  at 
once."  ]Mr.  Clark  re})licd,  that  he  Avas  willing  to  give 
more  to  have  it  immediate,  but  was  willing  to  give  ten 
millions  for  gradual  emancipation.  He  would  propose 
an  amendment  giving  fifteen  million  dollars  for  imme- 
diate emancipation,  or  ten  million  dollars  for  emanci- 
pation on  the  4th  of  July,  1<S7(>."  —  "I  should,"  said 
Mr.  Lane  (Rep.)  of  Kansas,  "like  to  ask  the  senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  if  in  time  of  peace  the  question 
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was  askeil  lilm,  'How  imicli  money  will  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire  give  to  extend  the  area  of  freedom  over 
sixty-five  thousand  square  miles  of  this  country  ? '  what 
liis  answer  would  be.  I  think  I  know  the  i)eople  of 
New  Hampshire  well  enough  to  know  that  tlie  answer 
AVduhl  be,  'It  is  not  to  be  estimated  by  dollars  and 
cents.""'  —  "In  re(iuiring,"  said  Mr.  Wilson,  ''tiuit  a 
practical  measure  that  shall  secure  the  object  intended 
shall  be  adopted,  I  have  no  fear  of  being  accused  of 
illiberality  or  of  want  of  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  the 
slave.  I  have  a  record,  sir,  of  twenty- seven  years; 
and  no  vote  of  mine  during  those  years,  for  men  or 
for  measures  or  for  principles,  has  been  in  suj)port  of 
slavery."  Mr.  Foster  would  stand  by  the  amendment 
of  the  committee.  "  The  only  difference  of  opinion  is 
tliat  it  appropriates  more  money  than  may  be  necessary  : 
but  the  mistake  of  a  few  millions  too  much  is  not  fatal ; 
the  mistake  of  a  few  millions  below  the  point  will  be 
fatal."  Mr.  Morrill  (Rep.)  of  Maine  said,  "If  Mis- 
souri, that  great  State  lying  in  the  centre  of  the  conti- 
nent, would  speak  the  word,  '  We  are  on  this  side  in  this 
great  contest ;  we  are  on  the  side  of  freedom,  free  men, 
and  free  labor,'  it  would  be  worth  ten  million  dollars 
to  have  the  word  spoken,  and  to  have  it  spoken  now, 
and  would  place  that  State  on  the  side  of  the  Government 
of  the  country."  The  presiding  officer  :  "  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  [Missouri, 
to  strike  out  ^seventy-six,'  and  insert  '  eighty -five.' " 
!Mr.  Wilson  said,  "I  want  the  privilege  of  voting  to 
give  ten  million  dollars  for  emancipation  in  1>)76;  so 
that  the  alternative  presented  to  the  people  of  ^Missouri 
will  be  this  :  Emancipation  in  18G5,  twenty  million  dol- 
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lars  ;  emancipation  in  1876,  ten  million  dollars."  —  "I 
move,"  said  Mr.  Clark,  "to  fill  the  blank  with  ten  mil- 
lion dollars  ;  and  on  that  amendment  I  will  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays."  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  Mr. 
Clark  said,  "  The  effect  of  the  amendment  will  be  pre- 
cisely this,  as  I  understand  it :  VTg  pay  twenty  million 
dollars  for  immediate  emancipation  by  18(35,  and  pay 
ten  million  dollars  for  gradual  emancipation  in  187(1." 
The  question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted 
—  yeas  16,  nays  21.  "I  now  moye,"  said  Mr.  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  "to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  'that,'  and 
inserting  the  following  :  '  Whenever  satisfactory  evidence 
shall  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  the  State  of  ^Missouri  has  adopted  a  law,  ordinance, 
or  other  provision,  for  the  emancipation  of  all  the  slaves 
therein,  and  for  the  exclusion  of  slavery  for  ever  there- 
after from  the  State,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  prepare 
and  deliver  to  the  Governor  of  .Missouri  twenty  million 
dollars  in  bonds  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest 
at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  and  |)ayable 
thirty  years  after  the  date  thereof,  to  be  used  by  that 
State  to  compensate  for  the  inconveniences  produced  by 
such  change  of  system.'"  Mr.  Grimes  (Kej>.)  of  Iowa 
moved  to  strike  out  "  twenty  million  dollars,"  and  insert 
"  ten  million  dollars."  —  "I  am  willing,"  he  remarked, 
"to  go  before  the  people  of  my  State,  and  undertake  to 
justify  —  I  believe  I  shall  be  justified  in  making  an 
appropriation  of  ten  million  dollars  to  create  freedom, 
and  only  freedom,  in  the  State  of  ^Missouri,  from  and 
after  1865.  I  am  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
giving  that  vote,  ;uid  stand  the  test  before  the  freemen 
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of  Iowa  ;  but  iiiformod  as  I  am  in  rcirard  to  the  condi- 
tion of"  slavery  in  Missouri,  kn()\\in<^  as  little  as  I  do 
ot"  the  nuniher  of  slaves  within  the  State,  and  of  tlieir 
value,  I  -din  unwilling  at  this  time  to  vote  more  than 
ton   million  dollars." 

Mr.  \Vilson  of  Massachusetts  said,  "One  proposition 
is  to  put  twenty  million  dollars  in  the  pockets  of  the 
slaveholders,  and  give  freedom  to  the  slaves  on  the  4th 
of  Jnlv,  18()5  :  the  other  j)ro|)ositi(ni  is  to  give  ten  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  extend  the  time  twehe  years,  —  to 
18 7(;.  One  proposition  fdls  the  slaveholders'  pockets 
Avith  our  money  at  once,  gives  freedom  to  the  bondman, 
and  brings  content  and  peace  there  :  the  other  projx)- 
sition  puts  otf  emancipation  for  twelve  vears,  and  blasts 
the  hopes  of  thousands  of  these  ])eople,  and  makes  them 
discontented  ;  and  they  will  run  away  Avhenever  they  can." 
Mr.  Lane  of  Kansas  declaivd,  "So  far  as  the  blacks 
are  concerned,  they  will  be  practically  as  free  under  an 
act  of  gradual  cmanci})ation  to  take  effect  in  1876  as 
vmder  an  act  to  take  effect  in  18 (>.").  .  .  .  I  assure  the 
senator  from  ^Massachusetts,  with  some  knowledge  of 
the  subject  of  which  I  speak,  that  an  emanci[)ation  bill 
to  take  full  effect  in  187(),  so  far  as  the  black  is  con- 
cernc(l,  is  as  potrnt  in  sccui'Iiig  him  freedom  as  an  act 
to  take  effect  in  18(55."  —  "1  confess  I  am  sur|)rised," 
i-e[)lied  Mr.  \\'ilson  of  Massachusetts,  "that  the  sena- 
tor from  Kansas,  who  has  such  practical  views  on 
these  questions,  and  is  so  earnest  in  the  cause,  can 
think  that  these  slaves,  who  are  now  ke])t  under 
chain,  to  prcNcnt  w  hosi'  i-uiuiiiig  awav,  as  he  admits, 
armed  nun  ha\e  to  ti-a\t'r>e  the  State,  woidd  be  con- 
tented   with   an    act    promising   them   freedom   thirteen 
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years  hence.  Pass  an  act  to  make  tliem  all  free  in 
two  years,  and  they  Avill  be  contented  at  once.  They 
Avill  shout  for  joy,  and  offer  up  prayers  to  Almi^■hty 
God  for  our  action  and  the  action  of  the  emancipa- 
tionists :  but  if  you  pass  an  act  that  they  shall  not  be 
free  for  thirteen  years,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  may  be  worked  for  nothing,  sold,  sent  out  of  the 
State,  and,  if  they  run  away,  the  Fugitive-slave  Law 
may  Ije  brought  to  bear  to  bring  them  back,  they  will 
not  be  contented  ;  they  will  be  turbulent.  The  very 
hopes  of  freedom,  thus  baffled,  will  excite  them  to 
action,  and  they  will  run  aAvay  ;  and  there  will  be  dis- 
content and  trouble  in  that  State  on  the  part  of  master 
and  slave."  Mr.  Kennedy  (Dem.)  of  Maryland  w^as 
opposed  to  all  these  measures.  "Let  us  alone.  The 
laws  of  political  economy,  of  inevitable  destiny,  are 
working  out  a  remedy  for  slavery  there.  Do  not  tram- 
mel us  with  questions  that  may  precipitate  issues  that 
we  canntjt  control,  and  which  may  involve  our  beloved 
State  in  the  most  horrid  scenes  of  fratricidal  war." 

On  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, by  Mr.  Harris,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  insert  an  amendment  giving  twenty  million 
dollars  for  immediate  emancipation,  INIr.  Wilson  of 
Missouri  moved  to  strike  out  "  twenty  million,"  and 
insert  "  twenty-fi\-e  million  "  dollars,  —  yeas  2,  nays 
36.  Mr.  Davis  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr. 
Turpie  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  followed  in  opposition  to 
the  measure  and  the  policy  of  the  Administration. 
"Do  senators,"  he  asked,  "still  desire  to  continue  to 
agitate  this  most  odious  doctrine  of  interference  with 
the  sovereignty  of  the  States  ?     Do  they  still  desire  to 
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continue  to  :iii;it:itc  this  dangerous  and  disgraceful  ele- 
ment in  the  political  history  of  the  (H)untry?  If  they 
do,  let  tlicni  vote  for  the  ^Missouri  hill.""  Mr.  Wall 
(Deni.)  of  New  Jersey  opposed  the  hill.  ilc  said, 
"  I'he  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  message, 
told  the  country  that  history  would  ne\er  forget  him 
nor  this  Congress.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  will.  As 
Su'  Charles  Townshend  once  said  to  Lord  Thurlow, 
who  was  an  exceedingly  profane  man,  when,  in  a  hurst 
of  enthusiasm  ui)()n  the  floor  of  Parliament,  he  said, 
'If  I  forget  my  sovereign,  may  my  God  I'orget  me!' 
'No,  no,'  said  the  witty  Townshend:  'he  will  see  you 
danmed  first  !'  And  that,  senators,  I  am  afraid  will  he 
our  condition  with  history,  if  we  go  on  passing  these 
enormous  acts," 

iNIr.  Ten  Eyck  (Hep.)  of  New  Jersey  addressed  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  putting  "the  hill  in  surh  a  shape 
that  we  may  Aote  to  aid  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
thus  establish  a  precedent  for  the  other  States  that  may 
a.sk  for  assistance  in  the  gradual  abolition  of  shnery." 
^Ir.  Richardson  (Dem.)  of  Illinois  opposed  the  bill. 
"The  Attorney-General,"  he  said,  "at  the  instance  of 
the  President,  gives  an  opinion,  announcing,  for  the 
first  time  from  any  national  official  [)osition  in  this 
coimtry,  that  Africans  born  here  are  citizens  ;  disre- 
garding the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Com*t  of  the 
United  States  in  the  T)red  Scott  case,  —  the  highest 
legal  ti-ibunal  in  the  land.  ,  .  .  The  President  wanted 
this  opinion  for  some  purpose.  AVhat  was  that  pur- 
pose? Il\idcntly  for  the  advantage  and  l)eneHt  of  the 
'  free  American  of  African  descent.'  lie  has  thought 
of  nothing  else,  \vrotc  of  nothing  else,  talked  of  nnthing 
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else,  dreamed  of:'  nothing  else,  since  liis  election  to  the 
Presidency  ;  and  I  fear  he  will  think  of  nothing  else 
luitil  onr  Union  is  dissolved,  our  Constitution  destroyed, 
and  our  nationality  lost.'' 

Mr.  Wilson  of  jNIissouri  mo^•ed  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing as  a  new  section  :  '  That  no  part  of  the  bonds  herein 
specified  shall  be  delivered  until  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture or  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  providing  for  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
in  said  State,  shall  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people, 
and  appro^•ed  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  said 
State."  Mr.  Henderson  opposed  the  amendment ;  and 
Mr.  Powell  and  ]Mr.  Saulsbury  advocated  it.  The 
question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  residted  — 
yeas  13,  nays  27. 

"I  am,"  said  Mr.  Harris,  "an  ardent  friend  of  the 
measure  proposed  by  this  bill.  I  regard  it  as  the  most 
important  measure  that  has  been  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  during  its  present  session. 
Forty  years  ago,  sir,  the  first  great  conflict  between 
slavery  and  freedom  took  place  in  reference  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Missouri.  In  tliat  conflict, 
slavery  was  successful.  It  secured  a  predominance  of 
political  power  which  was  never^  effectually  checked 
until  the  election  of  1860.  I  desire  exceedingly,  that, 
in  reference  to  this  very  State,  we  should  begin  to  roll 
back  the  tide  of  slavery.  There  is  peculiar  fitness  in 
it ;  but,  sir,  I  see  from  the  discussions  here  to-day  that 
there  is  danger  that  this  great  and  important  measure 
may  fail  on  account  of  some  di\"ision  of  its  fi'iends  in 
reference  to  the  details.  Apprehending  that,  and  desir- 
ing to  avoid  it,  I  propose  to  make  one  further  effort  to 
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j)ropare  u  bill  wliicli  sluill  hannouize  the  tricuds  of  the 
measure  ot"  c'manc'i})atioii  in  Missouri ;  and,  witli  a  view 
to  that,  I  ni()\c  that  the  1)111  it.-clt',  with  the  proposition 
of  tlie  senator  from  Massaehusetts,  be  reeonunitted  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judieiary."  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Ml-.  Harris,  on  the  2d  of  February,  reported  back 
iVom  the  Judiciary  Committee  the  bill,  with  amend- 
ments. On  the  (Itii,  Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  take  up 
the  bill ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  On  the  7th, 
the  Senate  resumed  its  consideration.  Mr.  Riehardson 
mo\  ed  that  each  one  of  the  bonds  issued  by  virtue  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  have  indorsed  on  the 
back  thereof,  in  writing,  as  follows  :  "  This  bond  was 
issued  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  slaves  emanci- 
pated in  the  State  of  ^Missouri,"  —  yeas  13,  nays  27. 
Mr.  Dixou  (Hep.)  of  Connecticut  moved  to  strike  out 
■"'twenty  million,"  and  msert  "eleven  million"  dollars, 
—  yeas  14,  nays  24.  Mr.  Collamer  (l\ep,)  of  Ver- 
mont moved  to  strike  out  "twenty  million, "'  and  insert 
"fifteen  million  "  dollars, — yeas  15,  nays  21.  ]Mr. 
Sumner  (Rep.)  of  ^Massachusetts  moved  to  strike  out 
"1870,"  and  insert  "1864,"  —  "I  move,"  he  said, 
"to  strike  out  'seventy-six,'  and  insert  'sixty-four,'  so 
that  the  act  of  emancipation  shall  go  into  operation 
on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  18G4  ;  and,  sir,  my  reason 
for  the  amendment  is  this  :  this  bill,  as  I  understand  it, 
is  a  bill  of  peace ;  it  is  to  bring  tranquillity  to  a  dis- 
turbed State.  .  .  .  Sir,  for  the  sake  of  the  United  States 
at  this  moment,  for  the  sake  of  Missouri  herself,  for  the 
sake  of  every  slave-master  in  ^lissouri,  and  for  the  sake 
of  every  slave,  I  insist  that  this   projjosltion  shall  go 


TO    EMANCIPATE    THEIR    SLAVES.  245 

into  executiou  at  the  nearest  possible  day.  The  testi- 
mony of  reason,  of  common  sense,  and  of  history,  is 
uniform  in  that  du-ection  ;  and  I  challenge  any  contra- 
diction to  it." 

]Mr.  Willey  (Union)  of  Virginia  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  for  ^Missouri  and  for  the  slave,  if,  instead 
of  "1876,"  it  was  "1900."  Mr.  Wilson  of  Missouri 
understood  Mr.  Sumner  to  desii-e  to  strike  out  "  187G," 
"  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  immediate  emancipation  ;  " 
and  therefore  he  could  not  vote  for  it.  Mr.  Henderson 
wished  to  stand  by  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary.  Mr.  Davis  spoke  at  great  length 
in  opposition  to  the  bill  and  amendment.  In  the  course 
of  his  speech,  he  declared  that  "the  negroes  are  re- 
claimed savages,  and  you  want  to  put  them  iu  a  position 
where  they  will  relapse  into  savagism."  —  "  Allow  me 
to  suggest,"  remarked  Mr.  Grimes,  "  that  it  cannot  be 
possible  that  this  race,  after  they  have  been  under  the 
humanizing  effects  of  '  the  domestic  institution  '  as  it  is 
enjoyed  by  the  State  of  Kentucky,  can  be  regarded  in 
the  same  light  with  the  savages  whose  employment  Lord 
Chatham  denounced."  The  question,  being  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays  on  jMr.  Sumner's  amendment,  resulted 
—  yeas  11,  nays  26.  Mr.  Powell  denounced  the  bill. 
"Is  there,"  he  asked,  "any  morality  in  it?  What  kind 
of  morals  is  that,  that  will  take  from  the  people  of  a 
State,  against  their  will,  their  property,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  benefiting  the  State,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
gratifying  the  fanatical  zeal  of  a  party  temporarily  in 
power  ?  " 

On  the  12th,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  and  jNIr.  Saulsbury  sjjoke  in  opposition  to 
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the  measure.  ]Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment hy  strikint;-  out  "three  hundred,"  and  inserting- 
"t\\i>  hundred"  doHars,  as  the  measure  of  vahie  of 
.slaves, — yeas  I'J,  nays  17.  Mr.  Sunnier  tlieii  m<)\ed 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  gradual  or,"  in  section  one, 
so  that  the  money  will  be  paid  on  evidence  of  "  the  im- 
mediate emanei[)ation  of  all  slaxi-s  iherein."  The 
question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  — 
yi'as   11,  nays  27. 

^Ir.  Sumner  mo\ed  to  amend  the  House  bill  by 
.striking  out  "ten  million,"  and  inserting  "twenty  mil- 
lion" dollars.  On  motion  of  ]\Ir.  Fessenden;  the  yeus 
and  nays  were  taken, — yeas  3,  nays  37.  The  ques- 
tion recurring  on  the  amendment  re[)orted  by  ]\Ir.  Har- 
ris to  the  House  bill,  ^Ir.  Sunnier  closed  the  debate  in 
a  brief,  concise,  and  eloquent  speech.  He  said,  "Pro- 
crastination is  the  thief,  not  only  of  time,  but  of  virtue 
itself;  but  such  is  the  nature  of  man,  that  he  is  disposed 
always  to  delay,  so  that  he  does  nothing  to-day  which 
he  can  put  ofi'  till  to-morrow.  IVrhaps  in  no  single 
matter  has  this  disposition  been  more  apparent  than 
with  regard  to  slavery.  Every  consideration  of  hu- 
manity, justice,  religion,  reason,  conunon  sense,  and 
history,  all  demanded  the  instant  cessatimi  of  an  intnl- 
erablc  Avrong,  without  procrastination  or  delay.  But 
luunan  nature  would  not  yield  ;  and  we  have  been  driven 
to  argue  the  question,  whether  an  outrage,  asserting 
property  in  man,  denying  the  conjugal  ri'lation,  annul- 
ling the  parental  relation,  shutting  out  human  improve- 
ment, and  robbing  its  victim  of  all  the  fruits  of  his 
industry,  —  the  whole,  in  ortler  to  compel  wurk  without 
wages,  —  slu)u)d  be  stopped  instantly  or  gradually.      It 
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is  only  when  we  regard  slavery  in  its  essential  ele- 
ments, and  look  at  its  iniutterahle  and  nnquestiunablc 
atrocity,  that  we  can  lulij  comprehend  the  mingled 
folly  and  wickedness  of  tliis  question.  If  it  were 
merely  a  question  of  economy  or  a  question  of  policy, 
then  the  Senate  might  properly  debate  whether  the 
change  should  be  instant  or  gradual ;  but  considera- 
tions of  economy  and  policy  are  all  absorl^ed  in  the 
higher  claims  of  justice  and  humanity.  There  is  no 
question  whether  justice  and  Innnanity  shall  be  im- 
mediate or  gradual.  ...  If  you  would  contribute  to  the 
strength  and  glory  of  the  United  States  ;  if  you  would 
bless  Missouri ;  if  you  would  benefit  the  slave-master; 
if  you  would  elevate  the  slave;  and,  still  further,  if  you 
woidd  afford  an  example  which  shall  fortify  and  sanctify 
the  Republic,  making  it  at  once  citadel  and  temple,  — 
do  not  put  off  the  day  of  freedom.  In  this  case,  more 
than  in  any  other,  he  gives  twice  who  (|uickly  gives." 

The  question  was  on  Mr.  Harris's  substitute  ;  and, 
being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  —  yeas  26, 
nays  10.  So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  con- 
curred in.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill  as  amended, — yeas  23,  nays  1<S.  So  the 
bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  when  the  bill  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  ]\Ir.  Norton  (Dem.)  of 
jMissouri  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  the  bill  must 
have  its  first  consideration  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union.  The  Speaker  ruled 
that  the  point  of  order  was  well  taken.  Mr.  White 
(Rep.)  of  Indiana,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Emancipation,  moved  its  reference  to   that  commit- 
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tee.  Mr.  Viill:in(liu,liiun  (Icinanded  tlie  vcas  and  navs 
on  the  motion  of  i-efeivin-e, — yeas  .Si,  navs  51.  On 
the  ."5(1  of  March,  Mr.  ^\'hit(^  from  the  Select  (\)niniit- 
tce,  moved  to  suspend  the  rides,  so  that  the  House  may 
proceed  to  the  considt'ration  of  the  hill  to  aid  the  State 
of  Missouri  in  emancipation,  i-c|)orI('d  iVom  the  Select 
C\>n)niittee  on  l^niaucipation.  The  (lucstion  was  taken  ; 
and  there  were  —  yeas  (l.'J,  nays  57  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  two-thirds  not  voting  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules.  So  the  hill  to  aid  Missomi  in  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  therein  was  lost  in  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  in  the  closing  hours  of  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Conijress. 
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THE  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Hepresentatives,  on 
Monday  the  14th  of  December,  1S63,  after  an- 
nouncing the  standing  committees,  stated  that  the  first 
business  in  order  was  the  call  of  the  States  for  bills  and 
joint  resolutions.  When  the  State  of  Ohio  was  called, 
Mr.  Ashley  (liep.),  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  submitting 
to  the  States  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution, 
prohibiting  slavery.  The  proposed  amendment  de- 
clared that  "  slavery  is  hereby  for  ever  prohibited  in 
all  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  in  all  Territories  now 
owned,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  acquired,  by  the 
United  States."      Mr.  William  J.    Allen    (Dem.)    of 
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Illinuis  iIi'mkukIihI  tlie  reading  of  the  liill,  and  it  was 
read  in  full  l)y  the  elerk.  Mr.  .\sliley  then  moved  its 
reference  to  the  Connnittee  on  tlie  fliidieiary.  ]Mr. 
llohnan  (Deni.)  of  Indiana  objected  to  its  second  read- 
ing ;  but  the  Speaker  overruled  his  point  of  order,  and 
the  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Connnittee. 

^^^len  the  State  of  Iowa  was  called,  ]Mr.  Wilson 
(Rep.),  Chairman  of  the  Connnittee  on  the  Judiciarv, 
introduced  a  joint  lesolutlon,  submitting  to  the  letjis- 
latures  of  the  States  this  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion :  — 

"Sect.  1.  —  Slavery,  being  incoiuj)atible  with  a  free  gov- 
ernment, is  for  ever  pntliihitctl  in  thi'  United  States  ;  and 
involuntary  servitude  shall  be  permitted  only  as  a  punishment 
iur  enme. 

"  Sect.  2.  —  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  the  fbi"e- 
going  section  of  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation." 

^Ir.  Fernando  A\'ood  of  New  York,  the  acknowl- 
edged leader,  in  the  House,  of  the  peace  Demo- 
crats, demanded  the  reading  of  the  amendment ;  and 
it  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  fludiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  the  House 
conunitted  the  bill  of  ]\Ir.  Ashley  and  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  was  made  up,  by  Speaker  Colfax, 
of  five  Kepublicans,  three  Democrats,  and  Kx-Governor 
Tiiomas  of  Maryland,  who  generally  sustained  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Administration.  Mr.  Wilson  of  Iowa, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  Ex-Governor  Boutwell  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Williams  of  Pennsylvania, 
Averc  known  to  be   eai-nest   and    uncomi)romising  anti- 
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slavery  men  ;  Mr.  Woodbridge  of  Vermont  and  Mr. 
Morris  of  New  York,  though  less  known,  were  hardly 
less  firm  in  adherence  to  the  policy  of  emancipation  ; 
Ex-Governor  King  (Dcm.)  of  Missouri  had  allied  him- 
self to  the  slave-preserving  intei'ests  of  his  State ;  Mr. 
Bliss  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  was  an  avowed  enemy  of  the 
emancipation  pc^licy  of  the  Administration  ;  and  jNIr. 
Kernan  (Dem.)  of  New  York,  though  an  able  lawyer 
and  liberal  legislator,  was  the  personal  associate  and 
political  adherent  of  Governor  Seymour,  and  was  gen- 
erally regarded  as  too  deeply  interested  in  the  aspirations 
and  fortunes  of  his  friend  and  leader  always  to  follow 
the  convictions  of  his  judgment  or  the  generous  im- 
pulses of  his  heart.  Ex-Governor  Thomas  of  Maryland 
had  recently  committed  himself  to  the  policy  of  eman- 
cipation, and  had  allied  himself  to  the  party  destined  to 
make  his  native  State  a  free  commonwealth. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Henderson  (Ind.) 
of  Missouri  introduced  into  the  Senate  a  joint  resolu- 
tion, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
providing  that  slavery  shall  not  exist  in  the  United 
States.  The  proposed  amendment  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  That  committee  was 
composed  of  five  Republicans,  —  Mr.  Trumbull  of  Illi- 
nois, Mr.  Foster  of  Connecticut,  jNIr.  Ten  Eyck  of 
New  Jersey,  Mr.  Harris  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  How- 
ard of  Michigan;  and  of  two  Democrats,  —  Mr.  Bay- 
ard of  Delaware  and  Mr.  Powell  of  Kentucky. 

]Mr.  Sumner  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  8th  of  Febru- 
ary, introduced  a  joint  resolution,  providing  that, 
"  everywhere  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  each  State  or  Territory  thereof,  all  persons  are 
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(.'(jiial  hi'lori'  the  law,  t^o  that  no  person  can  hold  another 
ati  a  slave."  Mr.  Sumner  moved  the  reference  of  the 
resolution  to  the  Select  Counnittee  on  Slavery,  of  wlilcli 
he  was  chairman.  Mr.  Trumbull  would  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  that  had  under  consider- 
tion  the  anicndmcnt  iiiti"o(lu<'cd  carlv  in  the  session  hv 
Mr.  Henderson  ot\Missouri.  Mr.  Fessenden  su<iuested 
that  Mr.  Trumhvdl  move  to  amend  the  motion  of  refer- 
ence so  as  to  substitute  tlie  C\)mmittee  on  the  dudiciarv. 
^Ir.  Trund)ull  replied,  that  he  had  suggested  that  refer- 
ence to  the  senator  from  ^Massachusetts,  tliinking  he 
Avould  give  it  that  direction.  iNIr.  Doolittle  of  Wiscon- 
sin had  never  before  heard  that  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  was  ever  referred  to  any  other  than  tlie  Ju- 
diciary Committer;,  and  he  thought  it  clearly  ought  to 
go  to  that  conniiittee.  ]Mr.  Sumner  thought  the  reso- 
lution under  which  the  Select  Committee  on  Slavery 
was  raised  broad  enough  to  cover  any  proposition  in 
regard  to  slavery  ;  but  if  the  senator  from  Illinois  de- 
sired the  resolution  to  go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
of  which  that  senator  was  the  honored  head,  he  should 
consent  with  the  gi'catest  pleasure.  Mr.  Saulsbury  of 
T)c]awarc  mo\cd  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
resolution :  eight  senators  voted  yea,  and  thirty-one 
senators  voted  nay.  The  resolution  was  then  referred 
to  the  fludiciary   Committee. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  re})orted  adversely  on  Mr. 
Sumner's  resolution.  At  the  same  time,  he  made  a 
report  on  the  joint  resolution  originally  introduced  by 
Mr.  Henderson,  to  strike  out  all  after  tlie  resolving 
clause,  and  insert,  — 
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"  That  the  foHowing  nrtide  he  proposed  to  tlie  legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  as  an  ameiulment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  Avhicli,  when  ratified  by  three-fourtlis  of 
said  legislatures,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
a  part  of  the  said  Constitution  ;  namely  :  — 

'•  AuT.  I'o,  Sf.ct.  1.  —  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude,  ^'xcept  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within 
the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

'•  Sect.  2.  —  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  ar- 
ticle by  appropriate  legislation." 

On  Monday,  the  28th  of  March,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
joint  resokition  ;  the  pending  question  being  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  the  ori- 
ginal resf)lution  introduced  by  Mr.  Henderson.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Trumbull,  opened 
the  debate  in  a  brief,  clear,  and  comprehensive  state- 
ment of  the  rpicstion.  Speaking  for  the  committee,  he 
said,  "I  think,  then,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that, 
if  this  proposed  amendment  passes  Congress,  it  will, 
"svithin  a  year,  receive  the  ratification  of  the  requisite 
number  of  States  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  C^onstitu- 
tion.  That  accomplished,  we  are  for  ever  freed  of  this 
troublesome  question.  We  accomplish  then  what  the 
statesmen  of  this  coimtry  have  been  struggling  to  ac- 
complish for  years.  We  take  this  question  entirely 
away  from  the  politics  of  the  country.  We  relieve 
Congress  of  sectional  strifes  ;  and,  what  is  better  than 
all,  we  rest<jre  to  a  whole  race  tliat  freedom  Avhich  is 
theirs  by  the  gift  (jf  God,  but  which  we  for  generations 
have  wickedly  denied  them." 
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Mr.  AVils.Hi  (Kq).)  of  .Massachusetts  followed  .Mr. 
Tnunbull  in  advocacy  of  the  j)roposed  ainendment. 
"The  crowiiiiii^  act,"  he  said,  "in  this  series  of  acts 
for  the  restriction  and  extinction  of  slavery  in  America, 
is  tiiis  pro[)Osed  aniendnicnt  to  the  Constitution,  pro- 
hibitinti'  the  existence  of  .-hiNcry  for  evermore  in  the 
Kepublic  of  the  United  States.  If  this  amendment 
shall  be  incorporated  by  the  will  of  the  nation  into 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  will  obliterate 
the  la>t  liiiucrini^  vestigx's  of  the  slave  system  —  its 
chattclizing,  dei;rading,  and  bloody  codes ;  its  dark, 
malignant,  barbarizing  spirit ;  all  it  was  and  is  ;  every 
thing  connected  with  it  or  pertaining  to  it  —  from  the 
face  of  the  nation  it  has  scarred  with  moral  desolation, 
from  the  l)osom  of  the  country  it  has  reddened  with  the 
blood  and  strewn  with  the  graves  of  patriotism.  The 
incorporation  of  this  amendment  into  the  organic  law 
of  the  nation  will  make  impossible  for  evermore  the 
re-appearing  of  the  discarded  slave  system,  and  the  re- 
turning of  the  despotism  of  the  slave-master's  domina- 
tion. Then,  sir,  when  this  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution shall  be  consimimated,  the  shackle  will  fall  from 
the  limbs  of  the  hapless  bondman,  and  the  lash  drop 
from  the  weary  hand  of  the  task-master.  Then  the 
sharp  cry  of  the  agonizing  hearts  of  severed  families 
will  cease  to  vex  the  weary  ear  of  the  nation,  and  to 
pierce  the  ear  of  Him  whose  judgments  are  now  aven- 
ging the  wrongs  of  centiu'ies.  Then  the  slave  mart, 
pen,  and  auction-block,  Avith  their  clanking  fetters  for 
human  limiis,  will  (lisaj)pear  from  the  land  they  have 
brutalized  ;  and  the  schoolhouse  will  rise  to  enlighten 
the  darkeue(l  intellect  of  a  race   imbruted  by  long  years 
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of  enforced  ignoniiice.  Then  the  sacred  ri;:^hts  of 
liuman  nature,  the  hallowed  family  relations  of  husband 
and  wife,  parent  and  child,  will  be  protected  by  the 
guardian  spirit  of  that  law  which  makes  sacred  alike 
the  proud  homes  and  lowly  cabins  of  freedom.  Then 
tlie  scarred  earth,  blighted  by  the  sweat  and  tears  of 
bondage,  will  bloom  again  under  the  quickening  culture 
of  rewarded  toil.  Then  the  Avronged  victim  of  the 
slave  system,  the  poor  white  man,  the  sand-hiller,  the 
clay-eater,  of  the  wasted  fields  of  Carolina,  impover- 
ished, debased,  dishonored  by  the  system  that  makes  toil 
a  badge  of  disgrace,  and  the  instruction  of  the  brain 
and  soul  of  man  a  crime,  will  lift  his  abashed  forehead 
to  the  skies,  and  begin  to  run  the  race  of  improvement, 
progress,  and  elevation.  Then  the  nation,  'regenerat- 
ed and  disinthralled  by  the  genius  of  universal  emanci- 
pation,' will  run  the  career  of  development,  power,  and 
glory,  quickened,  animated,  and  guided  by  the  spirit 
of  the  Christian  democracy,  that  '  pulls  not  the  highest 
down,  but  lifts  the  lowest  up.'  " 

On  the  30th,  Mr.  Davis  of  Kentucky  addressed  the 
Senate  in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  in  a  lengthy 
and  discursive  speech,  in  which  he  vehemently  assailed 
the  Administration.  "  The  most  effective  single  cause 
of  the  pending  war,"  he  avowed,  "  was  the  intermed- 
dling of  Massachusetts  with  the  institution  of  slavery." 
He  declared  it  to  be  an  "  objection  of  overruling  weight, 
that  no  revision  of  the  Constitution,  in  any  form,  ought 
to  be  undertaken  under  the  auspices  of  the  party  in 
power."  All'.  Davis  closed  his  speech  by  the  emphatic 
declaration,  that  "if  the  dominant  party  can  continue 
their  power  and  rule,  either  by  the  will  or  acquiescence 
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ot"  lln'  [ii'iipli',  (ir  till'  e'\L'rri>c  ut'  tlio  tormidublu  powers 
Avliich  it  1i;h  usurped,  1  am  nut  :il»le  to  see  any  tennina- 
tidii  of  the  present  and  still  i^rowinL:,'  ills  short  of  the 
ordeal  of  (jrneral  and  blood ij  annrcluj."'  On  the  od 
of  Mareh,  .Mr.  Davis  had  presented  an  amendment,  in 
which  he  ])rop()se(l  that  the  States  of  Maine  and  Mas- 
sachusetts should  form  and  constitute  one  State  of  the 
United  States,  to  he  called  East  New  England;  and  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire,  Ivhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
and  ^'ermont,  should  form  and  constitute  one  State  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  called  AVest  Xew  Enuland. 
This  division  of  Xew  England  into  two  States  —  ]\Iaine 
and  Massachusetts,  separated  by  Xew  Hampshire,  con- 
stituting East  Xew  England ;  and  Xew  Hampshire 
and  A'ermont,  Connecticut  and  Ivhode  Island,  sepa- 
rated Ijy  ^fassachusetts,  constituting  \\'est  Xew  Eng- 
land—  seemed,  to  those  familiar  Nvith  the  iua[>  (jf  the 
country,  to  l)e  rather  an  awkward  geogra[)hieal  divi- 
sion, lint,  at  the  close  of  his  speech,  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  ha\Ing  doubtless  extended  his  geographical 
researches,  proposed  a  new  arrangement,  —  that  "the 
States  of  Maine,  Xew  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  are 
formed  into  and  >hall  constitute  one  State  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  called  Xortli  X"ew  England  :  and  the 
States  of  ^Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode 
Island,  are  formed  into  and  constitute  one  State  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  called  South  Xew  England." 
But  this  new  geographical  and  pcditical  division  of 
X^ew  England  was  not  brought  by  its  originator  to  the 
test  of  a  V(jte  of  the  Senate. 

I\Ir.  Saulsbury  of  Delaware  followed  on  the  31st  in 
opposition  to    the    amendment,   and  in   vindication   of 
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slavery  on  principle.  "The  Almighty,"  he  said,  "im- 
mediately after  the  Flood,  condemned  a  whole  race  to 
servitude.  He  said,  '  Cm'sed  be  Canaan.'  Slavery 
continued  among  all  people  until  the  advent  of  the 
C^hristian  era.  It  was  recognized  in  the  new  dispen- 
sation which  was  to  supersede  the  old.  It  has  the 
sanction  of  God's  own  apostles  ;  for,  when  Paul  sent 
back  Onesimus  to  Philemon,  he  sent  his  donlos,  a 
slave  born  as  such."  Mr.  Clark  of  Xew  Hampshire 
followed  Mr.  Saulsbury,  in  a  speech  of  much  clear- 
ness and  force,  in  ftivor  of  the  amendment.  "  I  am 
told,"  he  said,  "that  this  is  not  the  time  for  such 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Pniy  when,  sir, 
will  it  come  ?  Will  it  be  when  the  President  has 
issued  more  and  more  calls  for  two  or  three  hundred 
thousand  men  of  the  country's  bra^■est  and  'oest  ?  Will 
it  be  when  more  fathers  and  husbands  and  sons  have 
fallen,  and  their  graves  are  thicker  by  the  banks  of  the 
rivers  and  streamlets  and  hillsides  ?  Will  it  be  Avhen 
there  are  more  scenes  like  this  I  hold  in  my  hand, — 
an  artist's  picture,  a  photograph  of  an  actuality,  —  a 
quiet  spot  by  the  side  of  a  river,  with  the  moon  shining 
upon  the  water,  and  a  lonely  sentinel  keeping  guard  ; 
and  here,  in  the  open  space,  the  head-boards  marking 
the  burial-places  of  many  a  soldier-boy,  and  an  open 
grave  to  receive  another  inmate  ;  and,  underneath,  the 
words,  'All  quiet  on  the  Potomac'?  Will  it  be  when 
such  scenes  of  quiet  are  more  numerous,  not  only  along 
the  Potomac,  but  by  the  Rapidan,  the  Chickahominy, 
the  Stone,  the  Tennessee,  the  Cumberland,  the  Big 
Black,  and  the  Red?  Sir,  now,  in  my  judgment,  is 
the  time,  and   the  fitting  time.      Never  mitil  now  could 
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this   anieiuliiu'iit    lia\f    Itct'ii    cari'iftl  ;  and    now  T   hope 
and   l)L'Ht-'\c   it   can." 

( )n  thi-  4lli  oi"  Ajiiil,  -Mr.  Jlowi-  ot'  \\  isconsin  made  a 
(jnaint  and  earnest  s[)cech  toi-  tlie  amendment,  "^^'hat," 
he  askid,  "are  the  a[)oh)L;ies  for  this  institution?  I 
have  heard  them.  A\'e  hear  them  (hiily.  Tiiat  wliieh 
we  hear  the  ot'tenest,  that  which  is  insisted  u[)on  the 
h)U(k'st,  is,  that  shi\es  are  only  made  of  neyroes,  or  ot' 
the  descendant:*  of  negroes,  and  that  they,  as  a  race,  arc 
interior  tu  the  whites.  Whether  the  tact  is  so  or  not,  I 
shall  uot  spend  a  moment  in  ai"nuinii' ;  but  I  atKrm  this, 
that  if,  in  the  whole  eatalogue  of  excuses  that  are  ottered 
for  crimes  and  offences,  one  single  excuse  could  be  found 
more  odious  than  the  crime  itself,  it  is  this  (»ne  excuse  for 
slavery.  Admit  that,  as  a  race,  they  are  infericn-  to  the 
race  of  the  whites:  I  ask  senators,  I  ask  men,  if  that  is  a 
fact  which  authorizes  you  or  me  to  enslave  them.  Sir, 
the  excuse  not  only  shames  what  sense  of  manhood  there 
is  in  us  who  are  grown  up,  but  it  shames  all  the  manliness 
of  the  boys  of  the  country."  ^Nlr.  Johnson,  on  the  ")th 
of  April,  addressed  the  Senate  in  support  (jf  the  amend- 
ment. The  representative  of  a  slave  State  just  casting- 
aside  its  burden,  a  lawver  of  acknowledged  eminence, 
and  a  statesman  of  large  experience,  his  speech  com- 
manded the  marked  attention  of  the  Senate.  In  the 
outset  of  his  remarks,  he  njost  emi)hatically  avowed.  "I 
am  satisfied  now,  and  I  was  satisfied  throughout  all  the 
contests  in  w  hich  that  (jui-stlon  has  been  [)rcsented,  that, 
sooner  or  later,  the  present  condition  of  things  was  in- 
evitable, or  something  nearly  like  them.  If,"  said  he, 
"there  be  justice  in  (iod's  pro\idence,  if  we  are  at 
liberty  to  suppose   that   he   will   not  abandon    man   and 
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his  rights  to  their  own  fate,  and  suffer  their  destiny  to 
be  worked  out  by  their  own  means  and  ^vith  their  own 
hghts,  I  never  doubted  that  the  day  must  come  when 
human  slavery  woukl  be  exterminated  by  a  convulsive 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  bondmen,  unless  that  other 
and  better  reason  and  influence  which  mioht  brinn-  it 
about  should  be  successful, — the  mild  though  powerful 
influences  of  that  higher  and  elevated  morality  which 
the   Christian  religion  teaches." 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Johnson's  speech,  Mr.  Davis 
moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  ''  namely "  in 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee,  and  insert, 
"  Xo  negro,  or  person  whose  mother  or  grandmother 
is  or  was  a  negro,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  tlie  United 
States,  and  be  eligible  to  any  ci^•il  or  military  office, 
or  to  any  place  of  trust  or  profit,  under  the  United 
States."  The  question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted  —  yeas  5,  nays  32.  Mr.  Davis  then  proposed 
to  amend  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
by  adding  these  words  to  the  first  section  of  tiie  pro- 
posed article  :  "  But  no  slave  shall  be  entitled  to  his  or 
her  freedom  vmder  this  amendment,  if  resident,  at  the 
time  it  takes  effect,  in  any  State  the  laws  of  which  forbid 
free  negroes  to  reside  therein,  until  removed  from  such 
State  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  Upon 
this  amendment  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  but  only 
four  senators  sustained  his  call,  and  his  amendment  was 
rejected  without  a  division.  ]\Ir.  Davis  further  pro- 
})osed  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  at  the  end 
of  the  second  section,  that  Congress  shall  distribute  the 
emancipated  slaves  among  the  free  States.  This  amend- 
ment was  rejected  without  a  division.      ^Ir.  Powell  now 
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iiioM'd  til  ainciul  the  unieiidineiit  of  the  cointnittce  by 
iuldiii^-  :it  the  end  ot"  the  iivf^t  seetiun,  "  Xo  shives  shall 
be  einuncij)iitcd  by  this  article,  unless  the  owner  thereof 
sliail  be  first  paid  the  \ahu'  of  the  slave  or  slaves  so 
emancipated,"  —  yeas  2,  nays  o4.  On  the  ()th  of  Ai)ril, 
I\Ir.  Harlan  of  Iowa  addressed  the  Senate  in  an  exhaust- 
ive S2)eech  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
He  emphatically  di'iiied  any  just  title  to  the  services  of 
the  adult  offspring  of  the  slave  mother,  and  j)ronounced 
it  "a  mere  usurpation,  without  any  known  mode  of  jus- 
tification under  any  existing  code  of  laws  luimau  or 
divine.  .  .  .  The  justice  of  this  claim,"  he  declared, 
"cannot  be  found  either  in  reason,  natural  justice,  or 
the  principles  of  the  common  law,  or  in  any  positive 
municipal  or  statute  regulation  of  any  State,  or  in  the 
Hebrew  code  written  by  the  finger  of  God  protruded 
from  the  flame  of  fire  on  the  summit  of  Sinai."  ^Nlr. 
Harlan  was  followed  by  ^Ir.  Saulsbury  in  a  labored 
defence  of  slavery,  and  in  domuiciation  of  the  [)roposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  as  a  "fraud"  upon  the 
nation.  He  pronounced  "such  an  amcndnicut  to  be 
the  clearest  cause  of  secession  that  could  possibly  be  fur- 
nished or  that  ever  has  been  furnished  to  any  State." 
Mr.  Hale  made  an  earnest,  eloquent,  and  effective 
appeal  in  fivor  of  })lacing  the  nation  In  harmony  Mith 
the  laws  of  (iod.  He  closed  his  speech  by  saying, 
"  Sir,  when  the  great  founder  of  the  Dutch  Rei)ublic 
(^\'illiani  the  Silent,  1  think  he  was  called ) .  after  losing 
his  armies,  his  treasure,  his  finances,  and  every  thing 
but  his  own  indomitable  courage  and  his  Christian  faith, 
counselled  his  followers  again  to  rally,  and  again  to 
strikt'  for  freedom,  thev  asked  him,  'Have  vou  secured 
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any  ullianee^?  are  there  any  of  the  potentates  and 
powers  of  the  earth  that  you  could  associate  with,  that 
will  aid  you  in  the  struggle  in  which  you  propose  to  en- 
gage?' his  answer  was,  'Yes  :  I  have  allied  myself  to 
the  King  of  kings,  and  in  his  strength  I  invite  you  to  go 
to  battle.'  Sir,  that  is  the  position,  and  the  only  posi- 
tion, this  nation  can  occupy.  If  we  cannot  do  that ;  if 
we  cannot  put  away  from  us  the  great  sin  and  the  great 
crime  which  has  separated  us,  not  only  from  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  Christian  w^orld,  but  from  the  blessings 
of  the  God  of  the  Christian  world, — then  indeed  is 
our  cause  hopeless  and  our  struggle  desperate."  Mr. 
jM'Dougall  of  California,  in  a  brief,  clear,  and  emphatic 
si^eech,  denounced  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  entire  antislavery  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  would  vote  against  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  if  he  stood  alone  in  the  Senate.  The 
adoption  of  the  amendment  "would  add  twenty -five 
or  fifty  per  cent  to  the  vital  forces  of  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy." He  had  opposed  the  antishnery  policy. 
"It  achieves,"  he  declared,  "nothing  that  tends  toward 
victory  :  it  only  arouses  the  fiercer  animosity  of  an 
ah'cady  violent  foe."  Mr.  Powell  was  opposed  to  any 
amendment ;  but,  if  we  are  to  enter  upon  that  work,  let 
us  exhibit  to  the  world  that  our  ideas  are  not  restricted 
to  one,  —  the  subject  of  African  slavery;  and  he  pro- 
posed several  amendments,  which  were  voted  down, 
without  reference  to  their  merits,  by  the  friends  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  for  the  extinction  of 
slavery.  Mr.  Davis  proposed  an  amendment  concerning 
the  election  of  President,  which  was  rejected  without  a 
division.     The  amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Conmiittee 
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was  then  adopteil,  siiid  the  joint  resohition  reported  to 
the  Senate  as  amended. 

On  the  7th,  Mr.  Hendricks  of  Indiana  spoke  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  He  had 
never,  he  said,  discussed  the  moral  question  of  shivery 
hefoi'e  the  people.  "  I  do  not,"  he  said,  "  intend  to  dis- 
cuss it  here,  because  with  the  moral  ([uestions  of  slavery 
the  Federal  Government  lias  nothin<^  to  do.  Are  the 
negroes,"  he  asked,  "to  remain  amon<i;  us?  I  can  say 
to  the  senator,  that  they  never  will  associate  with  the 
white  people  of  this  country  upon  terms  of  equality." 
Mr.  Henderson  of  Missouri,  the  mover  of  the  original 
proposition,  followed  Mr.  Hendricks  in  a  leniithy, 
thorough,  and  effective  speech  in  advocacy  of  the  ex- 
tinction of  slavery  by  a  constitutional  amendment. 
"Our  ancestors,"  he  said,  "  acknowkdued  the  triuli, 
when  thev  proclaimed  the  inalienable  right  of  liberty 
imto  all  men.  That  declaration  gave  them  liberty.  It 
fired  the  world,  and  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  civiliza- 
tion. So  soon  as  they  obtained  it  for  themselves,  how- 
ever, the  false  counsels  of  expediency  came  to  refuse  it 
to  others." 

Mr.  Sunnier,  on  the  Sth,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  ex- 
tinction of  slavery  by  constitutional  amendments  and 
by  other  modes  of  legislation.  "There  is  nothing,"  he 
declared,  "in  the  Constitution,  on  which  slavery  can  rest, 
or  find  even  the  least  support.  Even  on  the  face  of  that 
instrument,  it  is  an  outlaw;  but,  if  we  look  further  at 
its  provisions,  we  find  at  least  four  distinct  sources  of 
power,  which,  if  executed,  nuist  render  slavery  impos- 
sil)k',  wliile  tlie  preamble  makes  them  all  \  ital  for  free- 
dom :   fir»t,  the  power  to  provide  for  the  connnon  defence 
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and  general  welfare  ;  secondly,  the  power  to  raise  armies 
and  maintain  navies  ;  thirdly,  the  power  to  guarantee 
to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  government ;  and, 
fourthly,  the  power  to  secure  liberty  to  every  person 
restrained  without  due  process  of  law.  But  all  these 
provisions  are  something  more  than  powers  :  tJieij  are 
duties  also.  And  yet  we  are  constantly  and  painfully 
reminded  in  this  Chamber  that  pending  measures  against 
slavery  are  unconstitutional.  Sir,  this  is  an  immense 
mistake.  JS^otJiiiig  against  slaver ij  can  be  unconstitu- 
tional. It  is  only  hesitation  which  is  unconstitutional." 
Mr.  Sumner  closed  by  moving  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  words  of  the  proposed  article,  and  in- 
serting the  following  :  "  All  persons  are  equal  befoi'c  the 
law,  so  that  no  person  can  hold  another  as  a  slave  ;  and 
Congress  may  make  all  laws  necessarj'  and  proper 
to  carry  this  article  into  effect  everywhere  within  the 
United  States  and  the  jurisdiction  thereof." 

Mr.  Powell  did  not  believe,  with  Mr.  Clark,  tliat 
"  slavery  was  the  cause  of  all  our  woes.  The  bad  faith 
of  the  abolitionists  had  done  more  to  bring  this  war 
about  than  all  the  efforts  of  the  fire-eaters  of  the  South." 
At  the  cldse  of  ]Mr.  Powell's  speech,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent stated  the  question  to  be  on  the  amendment  uKned 
by  Mr.  Sumner.  "  In  placing,"  said  jNIr.  Sumner,  "  a 
new  and  important  text  into  the  Constitution,  it  seems 
to  me  we  cannot  be  too  careful  in  the  language  we 
adopt."  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee, 
he  thought,  started  with  the  attempt  to  reproduce  the 
Jefferson  Ordinance  ;  and  he  doubted  the  expediency 
of  reproducing  that  ordinance  :  for  he  objected  "to  the 
Jefferson  Ordiuance,  even  if  it  were  pi'esented  in  its 
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oriu'inal  text.  lie  sliould  prefer  the  form  sent  to  tlie 
( 'liair,  which  he  ollered  as  :i  su<^y;estion  ;  but,  if  senators 
ihtl  not  inc'hne  to  it,  lie  had  no  desire  to  press  it."  — 
"..Vt  an  early  stage  of  the  session,"  said  Mr.  Tnnnhull, 
"  the  senator  from  ^lissouri  intro(hiccd  a  proposition  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Ignited  States  so  as  for 
ever  to  prohibit  shivery.  That  resobitlon  was  referred 
to  the  (  onnnittce  on  the  Ju(hciary.  At  a  hiter  day,  a 
month  or  two  afterwards,  the  senator  from  ^lassachu- 
setts  also  iiitroduei'd  a  jiro[)ositioii  to  prohil)it  slavery. 
The  fonuuittee  had  I)oth  those  propositions  before  them. 
...  I  do  not  know  that  1  should  have  adopted  these 
precise  words  :  but  a  majority  of  the  committee  thouLrht 
tlu'y  weri'  the  best  words  :  they  aecomplisli  the  object  ; 
and  I  cannot  see  why  the  senator  from  Massachusetts 
should  be  so  pertinacious  about  particular  words."  — 
''  I  \visli,  :is  much  as  tlu'  senator  I'rom  Massachusetts," 
said  Mr.  Howard  of  Mieiiigan,  "in  making  this  amend- 
ment, to  use  significant  language,  — language  that  can- 
not be  mistaken  or  misunderstood  :  but  I  prefer  to 
disruiss  all  reference  to  French  constitutions  or  French 
codes,  and  go  back  to  the  good  old  Anglo-Saxon  language 
employed  by  our  fathers  in  the  Ordinance  of  17<S7  ;  an 
expression  which  has  been  adjudicated  upon  repeatedly, 
which  is  perfectly  well  understood  l)oth  by  the  pnl)lic 
and  by  judicial  tribunals  :  a  jihrase,  1  may  say  further, 
\vliich  is  pcculiarlv  near  and  dear  to  the  i)co])lc  of  the 
^SOrth-western  Territorv,  from  whose  soil  slavery  was 
exclude<l  l)v  it."  Mr.  Sunnier  withdrew  his  proposition. 
Mr.  Saul.-burv  oH'cicd  an  amendment  emi)odied  in 
twentv  sections  :  but,  on  a  di\isiou,  only  two  votes  were 
given  for  it.      Mr.   M-Doiigall  thought,  before  the  final 
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vote  was  taken,  it  was  due  to  himself  to  make  a  few 
remarks.  "I  look  upon  this  policy,"  he  said,  "as  being 
a  policy  for  sacrificing  the  whole  of  the  colored  people 
now  occupying  parts  of  this  Republic.  This  policy  will 
ingulf  them.     They  can  never  commingle  with  ns." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  tlic  passage 
of  the  joint  resolution,  submitting  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  States  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  ;  and  38  senators  voted  yea, 
and  6  senators  voted  nay,  as  follows  :  — 

Yeas.  —  Messrs.  Antliony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Conness,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  MorriU,  Nesmith,  Pome- 
roy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyok,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wilson,— 38. 

Nays.  — Messrs.  Davis,  Hendricks,  M'Dougall,  Powell,  Riddle,  and 
Saulsbury,  —  0. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  31st  of  May, 
the  joint  resolution,  submitting  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  States  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Ilolman 
(Dera.)  of  Indiana  objected  to  its  second  reading;  and 
the  Speaker  stated  the  question  to  be,  "  Shall  the 
joint  resolution  be  rejected?"  Mr.  Wilson  (Rep.)  of 
Iowa  demanded  the  previous  question,  and  Mr.  Schenck 
(Rep.)  of  Ohio  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, — yeas 
55,  nays  76. 

Mr.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
having,  at  an  early  day  before  the  proposed  amendment 
was  discussed  in  either  House,  made  an  elaborate  speech 
in  favor  of  the  extinction  of  slavery  by  the  adopti(jn 
of  a  constitutional  amendment,  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr. 

2.3 
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INIorrls  of  Now  York,  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. "I  aver,"  declared  ^Tr.  iNIorris,  in  ()[)enin^  the 
debate,  "  that  no  nation  can  viohite  any  moral  law,  with- 
out incurrini;  a  penalty.  No  member  of  society,  no 
matter  how  weak  or  humble,  can  be  oppi-esi^ed,  without 
injury  to  the  whole.  It  is  an  inexorable  law.  'riiere 
is  a  svstem  of  compensation  in  the  economy  of  God, 
and  applicable  to  nations  and  individuals,  as  inevitable 
as  that  lire  will  burn.  AVe  may  not  admit  it  ;  but  time 
"will  realize  the  fact,  ^^'e  may  not  recoi^iiize  the  hand  ; 
but  the  chastening  will  come  as  certainly  as  that  God  is 
just.  Legislators  as  well  as  divines  should  remember 
these  truths." 

]\Ir.  llcnick  (Dem.)  of  New  York  followed  ^Mr.  Mor- 
ris in  op})o.<ition  to  the  amendment.  He  declared  that 
"  the  adoption  of  this  measure  could  have  no  other  effect 
than  to  seal  for  ever  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  :  it 
meant  nothing  else  than  eternal  disunion,  continuous 
war.'"  Mr.  Kellogg  (Rep.)  of  New  York  followed  in 
support  of  the -amendment,  and  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Kebellion.  "  No  expense,"  he  said,  "  no  sacrifice,  no 
allurement,  must  deter  or  divert  us;  but  rising  with  the 
emergency,  and  equal  to  every  fate,  we  nuist  meet  and 
master  every  obstacle  that  stands  in  the  way  of  the 
comjilete  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws." 

The  consideration  of  the  ([uestion  was  resumed  on 
the  14th  of  June;  and  Mr.  Pruyn  (Dem.)  of  New 
York  addressed  the  House  in  op})osition  to  the  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Fernando  Wood  (Dem.)  of  New  York 
said  that  "  the  hiood\-  and  hi'utal  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration partN'  had  well-nigh  destroyed  all  lu)pe 
of  reconstruction.     This  proposed  alteration  of  the  Con- 
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stitution  was  beyond  the  power  of  tlie  Govcniinent.  It 
involves  the  extermination  of  the  white  men  of  the  South- 
ern States,  and  the  forfeiture  of  all  the  land  and  other 
property  belonging  to  them.  Negroes  and  military  colo- 
nists will  take  the  place  of  the  race  thus  blotted  out  of 
existence.  Is  this  intended  as  the  last  scene  of  the  bloody 
drama  of  carnage  and  civil  war  now  being  prosecuted? 
The  world  looks  on  with  horror,  and  it  will  leave  to 
future  ages  a  fearful  warning  to  avoid  similar  acts  of 
perfidious  atrocity."  Mr.  Higby  (Rep.)  of  California 
said,  "  The  Constitution  should  be  adapted  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  where  the  nol)le  men  of  the  loyal 
States  are  giving  up  their  lives  and  where  they  have 
given  them  up  by  thousands.  Their  l)oncs  are  bleach- 
ing upon  hundreds  of  battle-fields.  They  are  drenching 
with  their  blood  the  soil  over  whicli  they  are  mov- 
ing, with  Victory  perching  on  their  banners,  and 
killing  out  the  roots  of  slavery  so  that  it  cannot  exist." 
"It  is  an  attempt,"  said  Mr.  Kalbfleisch  (Dem.)  of 
New  York,  "  to  replenish  their  almost  exhausted  stock 
of  political  ca[)ital  by  creating  a  new  issue  based  upon 
the  slavery  (juestion  before  the  people,  in  the  hope  of 
renewing  that  agitation  upon  the  turbulent  waves  of 
which  they  were  swept  into  the  power  which  they  have 
so  deplorably  abused."  Mr.  Wheeler  (Dem.)  of  Wis- 
consin presented  an  amendment  to  add  to  the  resolution, 
—  "  that  this  article  shall  not  apply  to  the  States  of 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  until 
after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  time  the 
same  shall  be  ratified."  "  Slavery,"  said  ]Mr.  Shannon 
(Re[).)  of  California,  "  is  paganism  refined,  brutality 
vitiated,  dishonesty  corrupted  ;    and,  sir,  we  are  asked 
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to  retain  this  curse,  to  protect  it,  after  it  has  corrupted 
our  sons,  dishonored  our  dauuhters,  subverted  our  insti- 
tutions, and  shed  rixcrs  oi'the  l»i'st  Itlond  ot' our  counti'v- 
meii.""  Mr.  ^Nlarcy  (Deni.)  of  New  Hampshire  as- 
sured the  supporters  of  the  Administration  that  tlieir 
"  career  was  fast  drawing  to  a  close."  i\Ir.  Coffroth 
(Deni.)  of  I\iins\  1\  aula  opposed  the  hill,  and  bitterly 
assailed  tiie  poHcy  ot'  the  Administration.  "  Slavery," 
he  exclaimed,  "  is  denounced  as  the  cause  of  the  Kebel- 
lion.  I  deny  this,  though  it  may  be  the  occasion,  as 
money  is  the  occasion  of  larceny,  robbery,  or  burirlary." 
—  "I  -was  here,"  said  Mr.  Kellogg  (Rej).)  of  Michigan, 
"  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out ;  and  I  do  not  believe  the 
adoption  oi"  the  Crittenden  Compromise  would  have 
])ostponed  the  war  a  single  week.  Southern  senators 
laughed  at  the  idea  of  being  satisfied  in  such  a  way. 
Thev  were  determined  to  dissolve  the  Union,  and  estal)- 
lish  a  separate  government  in  conformity  with  their 
ideas  ;  and  they  firndy  believed  that  we  would  allow 
them  to  do  so.  They  had  a  supreme  contempt  for  the 
people  of  the  Xoi'th,  and  never  dreamed  of  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  way,  or  the  opposition  they  were  to  encounter. 
They  had  made  up  their  minds  to  do  as  they  pleased, 
and  set  the  Government  of  the  United  States  at  defi- 
ance." ^Ir.  Ross  (Dem.)  of  Illinois  advocated  i)eace. 
lie  suggested  that  "  we  first  agree  upon  an  armistice, 
and  then  send  commissioners,  to  meet,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  at  Mount  Vernon,  around  the  grave  of  AVashing- 
ton."  He  declared  that  "suggestions  in  favor  of  an 
amicable  adjustment "  would  not  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  the  adherents  of  the  Administration.  Mr. 
Ilolman    (Dcm.)    of  Indiana    said,    "This    bill,    having 
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passed  the  Senate,  only  awaits  the  approval  of  the 
House.  Of  all  the  measures  of  this  disastrous  Admin- 
istration, each  in  its  turn  producing  new  calamities,  this 
attempt  to  tamper  with  the  Constitution  threatens  the 
most  permanent  injury." 

The  debate  was  continued,  on  the  15th  of  June,  by 
Mr.  Farnsworth  (Rep.)  of  Illinois.  "When,"  said  he, 
"we  stood  in  the  breach,  and  declared  that  slavery 
should  go  no  further  ;  that  it  should  not  spread  over  the 
land  ;  that  they  should  not  '  call  the  roll  of  their  sla^•es 
under  the  shadow  of  Bunker  Hill,'  nor  '  flog  them  in 
tlie  corn-fields  of  Illinois,'  —  then  the  slaveholders 
brought  on  the  Rebellion."  jMr.  Thayer  (Rep.)  of 
Pennsylvania  declared  that  "  humanity  and  civilization 
revolt  agamst  a  sentiment  so  inhuman  in  itself,  and 
so  debasing  to  the  mind  that  holds  it,  as  the  senti- 
ment which  we  listened  to  yesterday,  —  that  slavery 
is  the  best  possible  condition  of  the  negro  race."  — 
"I  re-aflSrm  it,"  said  INIr.  Fernando  Wood.  "I  am 
willing,"  replied  Mr.  Thayer,  "  that  he  should  re- 
affirm it.  .  .  .1  can  only  say,  that,  for  myself,  I 
would  not  hold  or  avow  a  sentiment  so  barbarous,  so 
cruel,  and  so  inhuman  in  its  character,  as  tliat,  for  all 
the  wealth  and  honor  that  are  embraced  within  the  four 
quarters  of  the  world." 

Mr.  Mallory  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  denounced  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution  as  a  palpable 
violation  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States."  — 
"  ^Madness  and  despair  rule,"  said  Mr.  Kelley  (Rep.) 
of  Pennsylvania  ;  "  and  I  shall  consume  none  of  the  brief 
time  allotted  to  me  by  following  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky.   .   .    .  But,   sir,   the   privilege   is   not    often 
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o'lven  to  men  to  i^erform  an  act,  the  influence  of  which 
will  be  felt  beneficently  by  the  poor,  the  o] (pressed,  the 
ignorant,  and  the  degraded  of  all  lauds,  and  which 
will  endure  uulil  terminated  by  the  wreck  ot"  matter 
and  the  crush  of  worlds.  I  rise  that  T  may  thus 
publicly  thank  (Jod,  and  the  good  pe()pk'  by  whose 
suftrages  I  am  here  to-day,  for  the  gohUii  o[)[)oi'tunity 
afl^brded  me  of  doing  such  an  act." 

Mr.  Edgerton  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  avowed  that  it 
was  ''better  fn-  our  country,  better  for  man,  that  negro 
slavery  exist  a  thousand  years,  than  that  American 
white  men  lose  their  constitutional  liberty  in  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  constitutional  sovereignty  of  the  Federal 
States  of  this  Union."  —  "Never,"  said  Mr.  Arnold 
(Kc]).)  of  Illinois,  "since  the  day  when  John  Adams 
pleaded  for  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  has  so 
important  a  (]uestit)n  been  sul)mitti'd  to  an  Anici-ican 
Congress  as  that  upon  which  you  are  now  about  to 
vote.  The  signing  of  the  inunortal  Declaration  is 
a  familiar  picture  in  every  log-cabin  and  residence 
all  over  the  land.  Pass  this  resolution,  and  the  grand 
spectacle  of  this  vote,  which  knocks  off  the  fetters  of 
a  whole  race,  will  make  this  scene  immortal."  ]\Ir. 
Ingersoll  (IJep.)  of  Illinois,  the  successor  of  Owen 
Lovejoy,  followed  Mr.  Arnold  in  an  earnest  and 
eloquent  appeal  for  the  amendment.  "  I  know  full 
■well,"  he  said,  "if  the  lamented  Lovejoy,  my  honored 
and  noble  predecessor,  could  come  to-day  from  the 
unseen  world,  and  take  his  place  among  ns.  his  manly 
and  eloquent  voice  would  be  heartl  in  this  hall,  as  in 
days  past,  \\'\\\\  all  the  earnestness  of  his  great  soul, 
pronouncing  in  favor  of  the  adoption  ol"  this  resolution 
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in  favor  of  universal  liberty  and  the  ri!j;lits  of  man- 
kind." 

Mr.  Eandall  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania  maintained  that 
"  the  only  mode  in  which  the  Union  can  be  restored, 
and  put  on  the  march  of  a  newer  and  more  glorious 
progress,  is  by  having  due  regard  to  the  mutual  advan- 
tages and  interests  of  the  States."  Mr.  Rollins  of 
Missouii  opposed  the  amendment  in  an  earnest  speech. 
Mr.  Pendlet(^n  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  moved,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  joint  resolution,  a  provision  submitting  it 
to  the  conventions  of  the  several  States,  so  that  the 
ratification,  if  at  all,  shall  be  by  conventions  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  States.  Mr.  Pendleton  made  an  elabo- 
rate speech  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  "  AYe  must,"  he  said,  "retrace  our 
steps  ;  we  must  return  to  State  rights."  At  the  close 
of  ]\Ir.  Pendleton's  speech,  the  House  proceeded  to 
vote.  The  amendments  proposed  by  ]Mr.  AVhceler 
and  Mr.  Pendleton  were  rejected.  jMr.  Holman  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  —  yeas  93,  nays  65,  not  voting  23,  —  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Yeas.  —  ilessrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Bally, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell, 
Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Griswold, 
Hale,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asabel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hub- 
bard, Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis 
'^V.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Longyear,  IVIarvin, 
M'Clurg,  M'Indoe,  Samuel  F.  ]\Iiller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel 
Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill, 
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Oitli,  I'atlerson,  I'erliam,  rike.  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Joliii  II. 
Rico,  ScliLMick,  Scofiold,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Sinithers,  S])a!ilinj^, 
Starr,  Slcvi-ns,  Tliaver,  Thconas,  Tracy,  T'pson,  Van  Valkeiihurjrh, 
Elihu  15.  \Va.>ilil)urno,  Wehster,  Whalcy,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windoni,  and  Woodhridge, — 1)3. 

X.vYS.  —  Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Aside}-, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brook.s,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanlcr, 
Cotlioth,  Co.\,  Cravens,  Dawsou,  Denison,  Eden,  Edj^erton,  Eldridge, 
English,  Einck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Harding,  Harrington,  llerrick,  llol- 
man,  Ilutchins,  Philip  Johnson,  William  .Johnson,  Kalhfleisch,  Kernan, 
King,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  M'Ailister, 
M'Dowell,  M'Kinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  H.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Koble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Kadford,  .Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele, 
William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Wadsworth,  AVard, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  and  Fernando  Wood,  —  tio. 

Not  Voting.  —  Messrs.  William  G.  Brown,  Clay,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dumont,  Grinnell,  Hall,  Benjamin  G. 
Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Knapp,  M'Bride,  Middleton,  Nelson,  Perry, 
Pomeroy,  William  II.  Randall,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Stehbins,  Voorhee.s, 
William  B.  AVashburn,  Winfield,  Benjamin  AVood,  and  Yeaman,  —  '23. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  not  pa.-^sed  ;  two-thirds 
not  havlnii:  voted  in  favor  tliereof".  ^Iv.  Odell  (Dera.) 
of  New  York,  ]\Ir.  (iri.swold  (Dem.)  of  Xew  York, 
jSIr.  Baily  (Deni.)  of  Penn.sylvania,  and  Mr.  A\'heelcr 
(Dem.)  of  Wiscon.-;in,  voted  for  the  joint  resolution. 
ISIr.  Ashley  (Kep.)  ehan^ed  hi.-*  vote  from  the  atKrma- 
tive  to  the  nei^ative,  for  the  })in'pose  of  submitting,  at 
the  proper  time,  a  motion  to  recon.-^ider.  ]Mr.  Ash- 
ley entered  his  motion  to  reeonsider  the  vote  ;  and  that 
motion  is  now  the  pending  question  in  the  House. 
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KEPEAL   OF   FUGITIVE -SLAVE   LAWS. 

MR.  HOWE'S  BILI.. — JIK.   WILMOT's   BILL.  — MR.  WILSOX'S   BILL.  —  MR.  STE- 

VENS'S    BILL.  —  MK.    A.SHLEY'S    BILL.  —  MR.    JULIAN'S    BILL.  —  SPECIAL 

COMMITTEE    ON    SLAVERY.  —  MK.    SUMNER'S    BILL    AND    REPORT. —  MR. 

,         FOSTER'S    SPEECH.  —  MR.     SHERMAN'S    AMENDMENT.  —  MR.    JOHNSON'S 

SPEECH.  —  JIR.    SUMNER'S    SPEECH.  —  MK.    SAULSBURY's    AMENDMENT. 

—  MR.  brown's  SPEECH.  —  MR.  HOWARD'S  AMENDMENT.  —  REMARKS 
OF  MR.  CONNESS.  —  MR.  MORRIS'S  BILL.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  MALLORY. — 
MR.  MORRIS.  —  MR.  WILSON.  —  MR.  PENDLETON.  —  MK.  KING.  —  MR.  COX. 

—  MR.  HUBBARD.  —  MR.  FAKNSWORTH.  —  PASSAGE  OF  MR.  MORKIS'S  BILL 

IN    THE    HOUSE.  —  MR.    MORKIS'S    BILL    REPORTED    BY    MR     SUMNER.  

MR.  SAULSBURY's  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  JOHNSON'S  AMENDMENT. —  PAS- 
S.\GE   OF    THE    BILL. 

N  the  Senate,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1(561,  Mr. 
Howe  (Rep.)  of  ^^•isconsin  introduced  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  Fugitive-slave  Act  of  1850.  In  presenting 
the  bill,  ]Mr.  Howe  declared  that  "  the  act  has  had  its 
day.  x\.s  a  party  act,  it  has  done  its  work.  It  has 
probably  done  as  much  mischief  as  any  other  one  act 
that  Avas  ever  passed  by  the  National  Legislature.  I 
am  not  sure  but  it  has  done  as  much  mischief  as  all 
the  acts  ever  passed  by  the  National  Legislature  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  The  bill  was 
read  twice,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  reported  back  adversely  by  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  (Rep.) 
of  New  Jersey,  on  the  11th  of  February,  1863. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1862,  Mr.  Wilmot  (Rep.) 
of  Pennsylvania  introduced  a  bill  requiring  an  oath  of 
allegiance  in  certain  cases  and  for  other  purposes.     The 
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bill  provult'il,  that  l)(.'furc  any  person  owin^'  service  shall 
be  deliMTed  up,  and  before  any  process  shall  l)e  here- 
after issued  for  ihc  arrest  of  any  fugitive  ii'oni  service, 
the  person  so  claiming  such  service  shall  solemnly  swear 
that  he  will  support  and  defend  the  Constitution  and 
Government  of  the  United  States  against  all  enemies, 
domestic  or  foreign  ;  and  that  he  has  not,  by  woid  or 
deed,  given  aid,  comfort,  or  encouragement  to  the  He- 
belllon  ;  that,  in  all  cases  of  arrest  of  j)ersons  claimed 
as  fugitives  from  service,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the" 
officer  before  whom  such  fugitive  shall  be  taken  to  sum- 
mon before  him  such  witnesses  as  the  fugitive  shall,  on 
oath,  declare  to  be  material  to  disprove  any  of  the  alle- 
gations of  the  claimant,  or  to  establish  his  freedom  ;  and, 
in  the  examination  and  trial  of  such  cases,  no  witness 
shall  be  excluded  on  account  of  color.  Mr.  Wilmot's 
bill  was  read  twice,  rcferi'cd  to  tlie  Committee  on  the 
District  oi'  Columbia,  and  reported  Ijack  on  the  27th 
of  May  by  ]Mr.  A\'ade  (Kep.)  of  Ohio  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  the  24tli  of  May,  18()2,  Mr.  Wilson  (Rep.)  of 
^Massachusetts  Introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the  Fugitive- 
slave  Act  of  1850.  The  bill  secured  to  persons  claimed 
as  fugitives  from  service  or  labor  in  one  State  a  right  to 
a  trial  by  jury  In  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  in  which  they  may  be  ;  the  proceedings 
to  be  the  same  as  on  an  Indictment,  subject  to  a  writ  of 
error  from  the  Circuit  Court  and  IVdui  tlic  Supreme 
Court,  as  provided  in  the  Judiciary  Act  oi'  178iJ.  It 
gave  to  such  persons  held  for  trial  the  right  to  bail 
before  and  [)cnding  the  trial.  It  recpiired  that  the  f)er- 
son  claiming  the  service  of  any  fugitive  should  pro\e 
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tlmt  he  was  loyal  to  the  Government,  and  had  not  in 
any  manner  aided  the  Rehellion ;  and  it  repealed  sec- 
tions six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  and  ten,  and  pai't  of 
section  five,  of  the  act  of  Sept.  18,  1850.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, on  the  10th  of  Jnne,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for 
consideration.  Mr.  Powell  (Dcm.)  of  Kentucky  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  they  were  ordered,  — 
yeas  25,  nays  10.  So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 
tlie  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration.  Mr.  Trum- 
bull (Rep.)  of  Illinois,  remarking  that  the  bill  was  a 
long  one,  and  the  hour  was  late,  moved  an  adjournment ; 
which  was  carried. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  after  the  announce- 
ment of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
Congress,  on  the  14th  of  December,  1863,  the  Speaker 
stated  that  the  first  business  in  order  Avas  the  call  of  the 
States  for  bills  and  joint  resolutions.  Mr.  Stevens 
(Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
Fugitive-slave  Act,  approved  Feb.  12,  1793,  and  the 
act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  Sept.  18,  1850;  Mr. 
Ashley  (Rep.)  of  Ohio  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
Fugitive-slave  Act  of  1850,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves  ;  Mr.  Julian  (Rep.) 
of  Indiana  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  the  third  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  act  respecting  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their 
masters,  approved  Feb.  12,  1793,  and  the  act  to  amend 
and  supplementary  to  the  aforesaid  act,  approved  Sept. 
18,  1850  ;  and  these  bills  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Julian  submitted  a 
resolution,  instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  repeal  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  an 
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act  respect iuu'  fiinit'ncs  fVoiii  jiistiiH'  aiid  jxTsons  escap- 
iiii::  t'liiiii  the  service  of  their  masters,  apin'oved  Feb.  12, 
1798  ;  and  the  aet  to  amend  and  supph-mentary  to  the 
aforesaid  ad,  ajiproved  Sept.  LS,  18')().  Mr.  Ilohnan 
(Dem.)  of  Iii(Hana  moved  to  lay  the  resohition  on  the 
tahle,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  navs,  —  yeas  82, 
nays    To. 

In  the  Senate,  on  tlie  loth  (»f  January,  18(!-1,  ^Nfr. 
Snnniei'  mo\('d  that  a  st'lect  eommittee  of  seven  he  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  eonsideration  all  propositions  eon- 
ccrnin^-  slavciy  and  the  treatment  of  frcedmen.  The 
resolution  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Yiee-President  ap- 
pointed ]\rr.  Sunnier  (Kep.)  of  ^Fassachusetts,  Mr. 
Howard  (Rep.)  of  ]MichiL;;an,  Mr.  C'arlile  (Dem.)  of 
Viri^inia,  Mr.  Pomeroy  (Rep.)  of  Kansas,  Mr.  liuck- 
alew  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  P)rown  (Re[).)  of 
INIissonri,  and  i\Ir.  Conness  (I'nion)  of  California.  Mr. 
Sunnier,  Mr.  Howard,  I\Ir.  Pomeroy,  and  ^Ir.  Brown, 
are  reeo<i,"nized  as  thorough,  earnest,  radical  antislavery 
men  ;  Mr.  Carlilo  is  a  prosla\ery  man  from  convietion  ; 
Mr,  Buckalew  is  a  fair  representative  of  the  sentiments, 
opinions,  and  policy  of  the  leaders  of  the  Northern 
Democraey  ;  ^Ir.  Conness,  though  trained  in  the  faith 
of  the  Demoeratie  party,  is  an  earnest  and  uneompro- 
mising  op[)onent  of  slavery  and  its  ehampions  in  every 
form. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  INIr.  Sumner  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  all  laws 
for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves  ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Shnery  and  Freednien.  ]\Ir.  Sumner,  on 
the  29th  of  February,  from   the  Select  Committee  on 
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Slavery,  reported  a  bill,  accompanied  by  a  report,  for 
the  repeal  of  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  requirin<^  the 
rendition  of  fugitive  slaves.  The  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Sumner 
stated  that  the  minority  of  the  connnittce  desired  to 
present  their  views  in  the  form  of  a  minority  report. 
Mr.  Conness  moved  to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies 
of  the  report.  Mr.  Buckalew,  on  the  1st  of  Marcli, 
asked  leave  of  the  Senate  to  present  a  report  from  the 
minority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Repeal  of  the  Fugi- 
tive-slave Acts  ;  and  the  report  was  received;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
He  also  moved  to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
report ;  and  the  motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing.  Mr.  Sumner's  report  in  support  of  the 
bill  was  lengthy,  elaborate,  and  exhaustive.  The  legal, 
political,  and  moral  aspects  of  the  question  were  fully 
presented.  Mr.  Buckalew's  report  discussed  the  ques- 
tions involved  in  tlie  light  of  tlie  legislation  and  judicial 
decisions  of  the  Govei*nment,  and  the  avowals  of  the 
public  men  of  the  past. 

On  the  7th  of  ^Nlarch,  Mr.  Sumner  asked  the  Senate 
to  take  up  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  make  it  the  special 
order  for  a  future  day.  His  motion  Avas  agreed  to  ;  and 
he  moved  to  make  it  the  special  order  for  the  9th  of 
March,  and  it  was  carried.  On  Wednesday,  the  9th, 
Mr.  Sumner  called  for  the  special  order.  IVIr.  Davis  of 
Kentucky  expi^essed  a  desire  to  debate  the  bill ;  and  on 
motion  of  ^Nlr.  Sumner,  at  the  suggestion  of  jNIr.  Hen- 
dricks, it  was  postponed  to  Wednesday,  the  IGth,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  one  o'clock.  On  the  19th, 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  con- 

24 
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sidoratioii  of  tlif  lull.  Mr.  rniiiiluill  (IcnKuickd  the 
yeas  aiul  ii:i\s,  —  yi'as  2(1,  nays  lO  :  Air.  Cowan,  Mr. 
A\'ill('V,  and  Mr.  \  an  \\  inkle,  voting  with  the  Denio- 
cnitic  tJcnutorjj  in  the  nejj,ative.  The  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
tinu'.  Mr.  Foster  of  Conneetieut  was  ''not  pre])ared  to 
see  the  hill  [»ass  ju?t  now."  Mr.  Sumner  had  "not  the 
least  desire  to  address  the  Senate.  It  seems  to  be  per- 
fectly plain.  It  is  like  a  diagram  ;  it  is  like  the  multipli- 
cation-table ;  it  is  like  the  ten  commandments."  Mr. 
Foster  did  not  apprehend  that  the  bill  was  to  be  put  on 
its  passage  at  the  present  time  :  he  confessed  he  ex- 
pected to  sav  something  u[nn\  it.  Mr.  Pomeroy  thought 
"we  might  as  well  pass  the  bill  now."  Mr.  Buckahew 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 
Mr.  Hendricks  said,  ''It  may  be  that  our  fathers  erred 
in  the  agreement  among  themselves  that  a  fugitive  slave 
should  be  returned  ;  it  may  be  that  it  was  a  mistake  on 
their  part  :  but  while  their  agreement  stands,  and  while 
my  oath  is  upon  my  conscience  to  respect  that  agreement, 
I  cannot  vote  for  a  bill  like  this."  Mr.  Sherman  had 
"some  doubt  about  the  expediency  of  now  repealing  the 
law  of  1793."  Mr.  Sumner  said  the  committee  felt 
"  that  we  had  better  make  a  clean  thing  of  it,  purify  the 
country,  lift  the  country  up  before  foreign  nations,  and 
let  us  now  wash  our  hands  of  all  support  of  slavery." 
Mr.  Sherman  said  that  "  the  law  of  171I3  was  framed 
by  the  men  who  framed  the  Constitution.  It  has  been 
declared  to  be  valid  and  constitutional  l)y  every  tribunal 
that  has  acted  upon  it."  Mr.  Sunnier  replied  that  "  it 
was  declared  to  he  unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Prigg  case  ;  and  the 
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senator  kiiow.s  very  well  that  it  is  among  the  records  in 
the  life  of  Judge  Story,  who  gave  the  opinion  in  the 
Prigg  case,  that  the  fatal  objection  to  the  act  of  1703, 
that  it  did  not  give  a  trial  by  jury  in  a  case  of  human 
freedom,  was  never  argued  before  the  court,  and  that 
he  personally  considered  it  an  open  question."  Mr. 
Sherman  said,  "Under  these  circumstances,  I  prefer  not 
to  repeal  the  law  of  1793,  about  the  constitutionality  of 
which  I  have  little  doubt."  Mr.  Sherman  then  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed, 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  an  amendment ;  and  the  vote 
was  reconsidered.  He  then  moved  to  add  at  the  end 
of  the  bill  the  words,  "except  the  act  approved  Feb. 
12,  1793,  entitled 'An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters.' "  Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  senator  from  Ohio  by  repealing  the  act  of  1850  ; 
and  then  the  act  of  1793  will  certainly  remain  in  force, 
because  the  act  of  1850  is  merely  amendatory  of  the 
act  of  1793.  Mr.  Sherman  thought  "we  had  better 
repeal  all  the  laws  on  the  subject,  except  the  act  of 
1793."  Mr.  Johnson  said  that  "the  Constitution  as  it 
is  now,  according  to  my  interpretation  of  it,  not  only 
authorizes  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1793,  and  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  1850,  but  made  it  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  pass  some  law  of  that  description.  The 
honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  is  mistaken,  I 
think,  in  supposing  that  Mr.  Justice  Story  ever  even 
douljted  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  1793."  Mr. 
Sumner  would  "  simply  refer  the  senator  to  the  Life  of 
Judge  Story,  by  his  son,  and  the  elaborate  chapter  on 
the  Prigg  decision."    Mr.  Johnson  had  seen  it.    "There 


280  liKTHAL    OF    FL(irnVE-SL\.N  !•:    LAWS. 

is,"  he  sukl,  "  one  <juestion  which  is  j)erfeetly  phiin  under 
tlie  tuljudicjitions  of"  the  Supreme  Court,  and  particuhirly 
in  the  Jud^mont  pronounced  by  ^Ir.  Justice  Story,  that 
the  (  uii-titiition  itself  is  a  fugitive-shive  act."  —  ''To 
niv  mind,"  saiil  Mr.  Snmner,  "nothing"  is  clearer  than 
that,  accordinL;'  to  uncpiestionahle  rules  of  interpreta- 
tii>n,  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  intent  of  its  authors,  cannot  be  considered 
applical)le  to  slaves.  Such  is  slavery,  that,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  it  cannot  be  sanctioned  or  legalized 
except  by  '  positive  '  words.  It  cannot  Ktand  on  Infer- 
ence.'' The  question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
Mr.  Sherman's  amendment,  resulted  —  yeas  24,  nays 
17  —  as  follows  :  — 

Ykas.  —  ^lessrs.  Buckulow,  Carlile,  Colhiiner,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Foster,  Harris,  Ileiulerson,  llendriuks,  llowo,  Johnson,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  M'Dousall,  Xesniitli,  I'owell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Sherman, 
Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey,  —  24. 

Nays.  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Conness,  Fessenden, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Howard,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ponieroy, 
Kamsey,  Sprague,  Sunmer,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson,  —  17. 

J\lr.  Saulsbury  mo\  ed  an  amendment  of  two  .sections 
concerning  arrests  witiiout  due  process  of  law  :  'J  sena- 
tors voted  yea,  and  27  senators  voted  nay.  "  I  do 
not  wish,"  said  Mr.  Conness,  "to  cast  a  vote  for  this 
measure  in  its  present  shape.  I  had  intended,  before 
the  debate  closed,  if  it  was  debated,  to  say  something 
on  the  subject.  I  do  not  design  that  now  ;  and,  as 
the  Senate  have  seen  fit  to  amend  the  l)ill,  I  cannot  vote 
for  it.  At  present,  therefore,  I  mo\e  that  it  lie  on  the 
table."  ]Mr.  Sumner  hoped  the  senator  "  would  with- 
di'aw  that  motion."  —  "For  what  reason  ?"  asked  Mr. 
Conness.       ''Fur    tlie    reason,"   replied    ]Mr.    Stunner, 
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"tliiit  WO  get  something  bv  this  bill."  ]\Ir.  AVilson 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  and  they  were  ordered.  The  vote, 
being  taken,  resulted  —  yeas  9,  nays  31.  Mr.  Powell 
moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. The  motion  was  rejected.  ]Mr.  Johnson  said, 
'■  I  understand,  as  the  bill  now  is,  it  repeals  all  the 
fugitive-slave  acts,  except  that  of  171)3."  —  "Yes,"  an- 
swered senators.  "Then  I  shall  vote  for  it;  because, 
as  I  never  would  have  voted  for  the  Fugitive-slave  Act 
of  1850,  I  shall  certainly  vote  for  its  repeal."  Mr. 
Foster  expressed  a  wish  to  make  a  lew  remarks  upon 
the  l)ill,  and  the  Senate  adjourned.  On  the  20th,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill ;  and 
IVIr.  Foster  made  an  elaborate  speech  in  i'iixov  of  the 
bill  as  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman.  "I  shall 
give,"  he  said,  "  my  vote  on  its  passage  with  very  great 
pleasure.  Its  effect  will  be  to  repeal  the  law  of  1850, 
poiHilarly  known  as  the  Fugitive-slave  Law  ;  in  my 
oj)inion  a  most  inirpiitous  measure,  and  cci"tainly  most 
obnoxious  to  the  people  of  the  free  States  from  the  day 
of  its  passage  to  the  present  hour.  That  bill  was 
passed  in  a  period  of  great  excitement  in  the  country. 
A  malicious  and  malignant  spirit  had  been  excited. 
Sectional  and  partisan  feeling  raged  over  the  land.  An 
arrogant  and  defiant  party,  in  their  pride  of  power, 
passed  that  bill  through  both  Houses  of  Congress.  It 
has  the  forms  of  law,  and  has  stood  unrepealed  to  this 
day.  From  the  first  day  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  body  until  ncjw,  I  should  have  voted  cheerfully  for 
its  repeal  at  any  time." 

Mr.   Brown    of  ]Missouri  declared  that  "  the  amend- 
24* 
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inent  of  the  j^cnator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Sherman),  whidi 
lias  been  adopted  by  the  Senate,  makes  this  bill,  as  it 
now  stands,  tantanimiut  to  a  revival  of  the  Fn<iitive- 
slave  Act  of  171'.).  It  is  a  \irtual  rc-instatiny;  and 
re-anthoriy.ation,  so  tar  as  the  vote  of  the  Senate  ean 
•ro,   of  tliat  act." 

Ml-,  ^':ln  Winkle  (if  ^\'e^t  ^'ir,^■inia,  on  the  21st, 
addressed  the  Senate  in  t)|)})osition  to  "  the  series 
of  projected  measures  now  j)endiny-  in  one  or  both 
Houses  of  Congress,"  and  in  vindication  of  the  policy 
of  oriraniziiiu'  the  State  of  West  Viriiinia,  and  al)(»li>hini>' 
slavery  therein.  Mr.  Howard  exj)ressed  a  desire  to  oti'er 
an  amendment.  Mr.  A\'ilson  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  t)rderinix  the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  to  allow 
that  motion  to  be  made  ;  and  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 
]Mr.  Howard  moved  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  bill  the 
following  amendment  :  "  lUit  no  person  found  in  any 
Territory  of  the  United  States  or  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  held  to  labor  or 
service  or  to  be  a  slave,  nor  shall  he  or  she  be  removed 
under  said  act  of  17I>3  ;  and  the  fourth  section  of  said 
act  is  hereby  repealed."  ]Mr.  Doolittle  moved  an  ex- 
ecutive session.  Mr.  Sumner  suggested  that  it  should 
be  an  hour  later.  Mr.  Brown  thought  we  could  not 
finish  the  bill  this  evening.  ]Mr.  Fessendcn  did  not  like 
to  interfere  with  this  bill,  but  he  must  "give  notice  to 
gentlemen,  that,  unless  they  choose  to  dispose  of  it 
this  afternoon  or  bv  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  I  nuist 
then  mo^•e  to  go  on  with  the  Arniy-a])propriation  IJill." 
!Mr.  Sunmer  hoped  we  should  go  on  with  the  bill  at 
least  for  another  hour.  ]Mr.  Conness  ho|)ed  we  slundd 
not  u'o  vn  with  the  consideration  of  this  bill.     "  I  do  not 
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vinderstand  the  anxiety  of  my  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts  in  pressing  this  bill  in  its  present  condi- 
tion." Mr.  Pomcroy  hoped  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts would  let  the  question  go  over  :  there  were 
half  a  dozen  amendments  to  be  proposed.  Mr.  Sumner 
said,  if  the  friends  of  the  measure  request  that  it  shall  not 
be  pressed  to-day,  he  would  not  throw  himself  in  their 
way.  Mr.  Conness  moved  that  it  be  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  "Wednesday,  the  27th  of 
April,  at  one  o'clock  ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  ; 
and  Mr.  Sumner's  bill  was  postpijned,  and  not  again 
called  up  for  consideration. 

The  several  bills  to  repeal  the  Fugitive-slave  Act, 
introduced  on  the  14th  of  December,  18G3,  by  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Ashley,  and  Mr.  Julian,  and  the  bill  after- 
Avards  introduced  by  Mr.  Spaulding,  were  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  On  the  6th  of  June,  Mr.' 
Morris  (Rep.)  of  New  York  reported,  for  the  several 
bills  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  that  subject, 
a  substitute,  entitled  "A  bill  to  repeal  the  Fugitive- 
slave  Act  of  1850,  and  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  for  the 
rendition  of  fugitive  slaves."  The  bill  was  read  twice, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted.  Mr.  Ilolman 
(Dem.)  of  Indiana  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
Avhich  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciaiy,  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table.  The  House  divided,  —  ayes  20, 
noes  57  ;  no  quorum  voting.  INIr.  AVilson  of  Iowa  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  The 
(juestion  was  taken,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
—  yeas  44,  nays  6Q.  The  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
recommitted  was  then  reconsidered.      iNIr.  ^lorris  with- 
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drew  the  motion  to  recoimuit  ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  he  eni^Tossed,  and  read  a  third  time.  Mr.  ^lorris 
ni(t\((l  the  previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the  hill, 
and  the  main  ({uestion  was  ordered.  ]\Ir.  Hohnan  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage,  and  they  were  or- 
deied.  Mr.  ^lallory  (Dcin.)  of  Kentucky  desired  to 
ask  Mr.  Morris  u  (juestion,  if  he  unuld  willidraw  the 
])revi(>us  (juestion.  Mr.  Morris  declined  to  withdraw  it. 
!Mr.  Mallory  wished  to  state  to  the  Ilduse  the  reason 
"why  he  asked  Mr.  ]\Iorris  to  withdiaw  the  pre\ious 
question.  Mr.  Morris  said,  if  the  gentleman  does  not 
Avant  over  two  minutes,  1  will  yield  to  him.  "Think  of 
it !  "  exclaimed  ]\Ir.  Cox  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  :  "they  con- 
descend to  give  us  two  minutes  to  discuss  the  repeal  of 
the  Constitution.''  —  "Kentucky  is  the  only  State,"  said 
]\Ir.  ]\Iallory,  "  still  adhering  to  the  Union,  which  has  not 
abolished  or  taken  the  initiatory  steps  to  abolish  slavery. 
...  I  demand,  as  an  act  ol'  justice  to  my  State,  that 
the  Fugitive-slave  Act  be  permitted  to  remain  on  the 
statute-book.  .  .  .  Jf  the  Fugitive-slave  :  aw  is  repealed, 
and  your  provost  marshals  and  recruiting  officers  draft 
and  recruit  the  slaves  of  Kentucky,  if  this  policy  is  con- 
tinued, what  need,  think  you,  will  there  be  to  abolish 
slavery  by  constitutional  amendment?  Sir,  1  warn  you 
against  the  course  this  Congress  is  piu'suing.  Already 
you  have  crushed  out  every  feeling  of  love  of  the  Union 
in  tlie  people  of  the  revolted  States  ;  and  ^■ou  are  be- 
sotted if  you  think  that  acts  of  oppression  and  wrong 
can  be  perpetrated  in  tlu;  Border  slave  States,  without 
jiroducing  estrangement  and  ewn  enmity  there.  Ken- 
tucky has  i-emained  true  to  lur  faith  pli'dgcd  tt)  the 
Government,  :uid  I  warn  \ou  not  to  persevere  in  inflict- 
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ing  on  her  insult  and  outrage."  jVIr.  iNIorris  said  ho 
must  decline  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Mr.  jSfallory  did  not  expect  that  he  would  yield  : 
"  Justice  is  a  thing  that  I  have  long  ceased  to  hope  for 
from  that  side  of  the  House." 

A  series  of  motions  designed  to  stave  off  or  delay  the 
passage  of  the  bill  were  then  made,  in  Avhich  Plolman 
(Dem.)  of  Indiana,  Pendleton  (Deni.)  of  Ohio,  Au- 
cona  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania,  Strouse  (Dem.)  of 
Pennsylvania,  Dawson  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Eldridge  (Dem.)  of  Wisconsin,  took  part;  but  the!>e 
motions  were  voted  down  by  large  majorities.  Mr. 
Davis  of  Maryland  suggested  the  postponement  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Cox,  by  unanimous  consent,  appealed  to  Mr. 
Morris  to  postpone  it  for  the  present.  "  "To  what  time," 
asked  Mr.  Morris,  "does  that  side  of  the  House  propose 
to  postpone  the  question,  and  have  a  vote  taken  upon  it?" 
INIr.  Cox  would  refer  it  back  to  the  Judiciary  Conunittee. 
"  If  the  other  side  of  the  House,"  replied  Mr.  Morris, 
"will  consent  to  the  designation  of  a  particular  day  when 
action  shall  be  had,  I  shall  be  inclined  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  question."  Mr.  Wilson  of  Iowa 
said  "it  was  the  intention  of  the  Judiciary  Conunittee  to 
allow  every  member  of  the  House  full  time  to  examine  it. 
I  presume  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee  if  a 
j)articular  time  is  agreed  upon  for  taking  this  vote." 
xdv.  ^Morris  renewed  the  inquiry,  "  How  long  a  time  do 
gentlemen  ask  for  discussing  this  question  ? "  Mr. 
Holman  wanted  such  time  as  may  be  deemed  reason- 
able. ]\Ir.  Mallory  did  not  think  it  would  be  })roper 
to  fix  any  time  within  which  this  discussion  nuist  take 
place.     Mr.  Pendleton  would  not  agree  to  any  under- 
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standing  with  refeix^nce  to  a  vote  on  this  bill.  Mr. 
Morris  was  willing"  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Monday,  the 
18th  dtflune,  and,  after  reasonai)le  discnssion,  take  the 
vote  that  day.  Mr.  Pendleton  deelared  that  there  can 
be  no  unanimous  consent  in  regard  to  taking  the  vote, 
but  he  did  not  object  to  making  it  a  special  order  ;  and 
the  t'lirthcr  consideration  of"  the  bill  was  post[)()ncd  to 
]\londay,  the  13th  of  June.  On  that  day,  the  bill  came 
up  by  special  order;  and  ]\Ir.  ]\Iorris,  who  reported  it, 
withdrew  the  })revious  question,  and  gave  notice  that 
lie  should  renew  the  motion  after  the  bill  should  have 
been  debated.  Mr.  King  (Dcm.)  of  ^lissouri  made 
an  elaborate  speech  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  "The  law,"  he  said,  "now  sought  to  be  repealed, 
was  passed  in  the  discharge  of  a  solemn  duty  to  the 
slaveholding  States,  —  a  duty  enjoined  by  the  Constitu- 
tion,' and  which  cannot,  in  my  <)[)inion,  be  re[)ealed  by 
Congress  without  a  total  disregard  of  an  im[)erative 
obligation."  ]Mr.  Hubbard  (Rep.)  of  Connecticut  advo- 
cated the  bill  in  a  brief,  earnest,  and  emphatic  speech. 
"I  make,"  he  said,  "no  distinction  whatever  between 
the  act  of  1793  and  the  act  of  1850.  To-day  they  are 
equally  obnoxious  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  equally  infa- 
mous. I  revere  the  memory  oi'  the  founders  of  the 
Ilepublic  ;  but  1  am  not  so  infatuated  as  to  believe  that 
the  fathers  would  ever  have  passed  the  act  of  17U3  had 
slavery  then  been  in  rebellion  against  them.  It  is  fit 
that  American  statesmen  in  this  age  of  the  world  ;  at  this 
period  of  the  great  American  war  ;  at  a  time  when  the 
licpublic  is  smarting  and  bleeding,  if  not  reeling,  under 
the  blows  that  slavery  has  given  it  ;  and  at  a  time  when 
a  hundred  thousand  black  men  are  fightinu'  for  the  flag. 
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and  not  one  against  it,  —  it  is  fit  that  American  statesmen, 
here  assembled  to  deliberate  and  act  upon  this  momen- 
tous question,  should  have  an  opportunity  to  record  their 
votes  for  posterity  to  read.''  Mr.  Cox  next  addressed 
the  House  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  a 
sharp,  pungent,  partisan  speech,  during  which  he  had 
a  running  debate  with  Baldwin  of  Massachusetts,  Blaine 
of  Maine,  Cole  of  California,  and  Sloan  of  Wisconsin. 
He  closed  his  speech  by  an  arraignment  of  the  sup- 
jiorters  of  the  Administration.  "Your  Executive,''  he 
said,  "is  a  usurper  of  the  powers  wisely  distributed  to 
the  other  departments  of  the  Government.  Here  you 
sit  to-day,  striving  to  strike  down  the  only  mode  where- 
by one  peculiar  clause  of  the  Constitution  can  be  carried 
out,  and  propose  no  mode  as  a  substitute  either  by  State 
or  Federal  action.  Your  ideas  are  not  those  of  the 
higher,  but  of  the  loicer  law.  They  do  not  come  from 
the  sources  of  law  and  light  and  love  above.  Tliey  sun- 
der all  the  tics  of  allegiance,  and  all  the  sanctions  of 
faitli.  You  are  destructionists  :  you  would  tear  down 
all  that  is  valuable  and  sacred  in  the  past,  and  build 
up  nothing  in  their  place.  You  are  I'evolutionists." 
Mr.  Sloan  (Rep.)  of  Wisconsin  defended  his  State 
for  its  action  in  re2:ard  to  the  Fufjitive-slave  Act  of 
1850.  ]Mr.  Morris  made  a  brief  speech  in  advocacy 
of  his  l)ill.  "These  statutes,"  he  said,  "are  repugnant 
to  tlie  sense  of  every  good  man  who  has  not  been  edu- 
cated to  believe  that  the  slave  code  is  more  imperative 
than  tlie  Constitution  itself.  I  say,  sweep  out  a  law 
Avhich  no  man  respects  who  is  not  a  votary  of  human 
slavery.  It  is  an  abomination."  Mr.  Farnsworth' 
(Rep.)  of  Illinois   closed   the   debate   in   a  very  brief 
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spoecli.  Til  reply  to  the  attack  made  by  ]\Ir.  Cox  upon 
the  xVdiniiiistration  for  the  surrender,  to  tlie  authorities 
or('iil)a.  of  AruueUes,  Mr.  I"'arns\V()rtli  said,  "Oh  I  M\\ 
S{)cakei",  I  inuh'rstand  wliere  the  trouble  is  with  that 
side  of  the  IIou>e.  The  etfeet  of  the  action  of  sending 
back  this  rascal  to  Cuba  was  the  emancipation  oi'  eif//ifi/ 
human  beings:  that  is  where  the  shoe  pinches.  All 
the  trouble  is,  that,  upon  Arguelles  landing"  in  Cuba,  the 
chains  fell  from  the  linil)s  of  eighty  men  :  that  is  what 
troubles  my  friends  upon  tlie  other  side  of  the  House. 
Tf  lie  had  stolen  money  or  horses,  some  petty  crime,  it 
would  ha\e  l»een  all  well  enough,  and  vou  would  have 
heard  no  dissent  ;  but  he  is  so  infamous,  his  crime  so 
high-handed  and  God-defying,  that  he  is  worthy  of  a 
plank  in  the  Democratic  platform,  and  a  wail  from  the 
Democratic  party."  ]Mr.  Morris  demanded  the  previous 
question  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill  ;  and  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  put.  ]Mr.  Hubbard  of 
(\>imecticut  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  they 
were  ordered.  The  rpiestion  was  taken ;  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  —  yeas  82,  nays  57.  Mr. 
Morris  mo\ cd  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table  ;  and 
it  was  agreed  to.  So  the  bill  pr('])ared  by  ^Mr.  Ab)rris, 
and  reported  by  him  from  the  fludiciary  Couuuittee, 
passed  the  House  on  the   loth  of  rTune. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  21st  of  dune,  ^Vfr.  Sum- 
ner mo\cd  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  all  laws 
for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves.  IVIr.  Hendricks 
'of  Indiana  oppo>ed  the  motion.  INIr.  Howard  of  Michi- 
gan said,  "  I  think  it  is  hiii'h  time  that  the  Senate  of  the 
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United  States  should  take  this  subject  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  should  pass  upon  the  great  questions 
Avhich  have  so  long  agitated  the  people  of  the  United 
States  connected  with  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves." 
Mr.  Saulsbury  opposed  taking  up  the  bill,  as  "no  prac- 
tical o-ood  can  result  from  it."  Mr.  Doolittle  moved 
"to  go  into  executive  session."  Mr.  Sumner  hoped 
not.  "  I  know,"  he  said,  "  of  nobody  who  proposes  to 
discuss  it,  unless  it  is  the  senator  from  Wisconsin,  if  he 
proposes  to  make  a  plea  for  slave-hunting."  ]\Ir.  Davis 
of  Kentucky  said,  "I  tell  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  I  have,  as  I  said  some  days  ago,  the  sequel 
of  the  story  of  slavery  in  his  State  to  tell ;  and  I  expect 
to  tell  it  upon  this  bill.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  very 
edifying  to  the  honorable  senator."  Mr.  Doolittle  said 
in  reply,  that  "  when  the  senator  from  Delaware  ex- 
pressly declares  to  the  Senate  that  this  question  must 
be  discussed,  and  shall  be  discussed  ;  that  it  cannot  pass 
in  an  hour  nor  in  a  day  ;  and  when  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  with  whom  he  ought  certainly  to  be  some- 
what acquainted,  and  to  have  some  2:»ractical  sense  of 
his  powers  of  endurance, — when  he  comes  to  discuss  this 
question  of  repealing  the  Fugitive-slave  Law,  I  think  the 
honorable  senator  from  Massachusetts  does  great  injus- 
tice in  turning  upon  me,  and  asking  if  I  want  to  make 
a  '  plea  for  slave-hunting ; '  and  that  there  will  be  no 
speaking,  unless  it  is  by  the  honorable  senator  from 
Wisconsin."  —  "  The  speech  of  the  senator  from  Wis- 
consin," replied  Mr.  Sumner,  "belongs  to  the  class 
of  what  may  be  called  dilatory  motions,  or  a  speech 
to  sustain  a  dilatory  motion.  He  announces  to  us 
that   there  is   to    be    an    opposition    to    this    bill,   and 
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mentions  several  senators  who  menace  speeches."  INFr. 
Hale  was  against  both  motions, — "against  taking  up 
thr  Fugitive-shive  Bill,  and  against  going  into  execntive 
session.  There  arc  several  very  important  bills,  relating 
to  the  navy,  on  the  calendar  ;  and  1  have  received  urgent 
and  pressing  letters  troni  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  thcui."  ]Mr.  Powell 
\vas  opposed  to  all  the  motions,  and  for  taking  up  his 
liiU  to  secure  freedom  of  elections.  lie  did  "  not  see 
what  good  armies  or  navies  are  going  to  do  us,  if 
we  have  no  freedom  of  elections."  Mr.  Hale  was  not 
willing  to  go  into  executive  session,  as  he  was  not  ready 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness under  consideration  in  executive  session  when  we 
adjourned.  Mr.  AVilson  said,  "We  have  but  very  little 
business  in  executive  session  to  attend  to,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  take  uj)  the  measure  indicated  by  my  col- 
league." The  motion  to  go  into  executive  session  was 
lost.  Mr.  Conness  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr. 
Sumner's  motion  to  take  u[)  the  House  bill  to  repeal 
the  fugitive-slave  acts  ;  and  they  were  ordered,  —  yeas 
25,  nays  17.  The  bill  was  taken  up  for  consideration, 
and  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  evening. 

On  the  22d,  ^Ir.  Sunnier  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  of  the  House  to  repeal  the 
fugitive-slave  acts.  ]Mr.  Hale  opposed  the  motion,  as 
he  desired  to  take  up  some  naval  bills  ;  and  (h'lnanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  :  and  ^Ir.  Sunuier's  motion  was  lost, 
—  yeas  14,  navs  22.  .Vt  the  evening  session,  ]\Ir. 
Sumner  moved  to  take  up  the  House  bill  to  i'c[)cal  the 
fugitive-slave  acts.  ]Mr.  Chandler  said,  "  I  will  s[)end 
the  night  with   great   pleasure   with   the   senator   from 
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Massachusetts  on  his  bill ;  but  to-morrow  I  shall  de- 
mand the  day  for  the  Committee  on  Commerce."  Mr. 
Saulsbury  would  adjourn  :  he  wanted  a  day  with- 
out the  "  nigger."  The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  — 
yeas  8,  nays  2S.  On  Mr.  Sumner's  motion  to  take  up 
the  bill,  the  yeas  were  26,  and  the  nays  12.  Mr.  Lane 
of  Indiana  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business,  —  yeas  16,  nays  19. 
]\lr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  ; 
and  the  question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  result- 
ed—  yeas  11,  nays  25.  Mr.  Sherman  was  willing  to 
give  to  ]Mr.  Davis  from  Kentucky,  Avho  was  absent,  a 
right  to  be  heard,  as  he  desired  to  speak  on  the  bill ;  but 
if  senators  "  propose  to  resort  to  parliamentary  tactics  for 
delay,  merely  to  defeat  a  vote  upon  the  bill,  which  the 
majority  have  a  right  to  pass,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  go 
into  a  contest  of  physical  endurance." — "I  am  governed 
entirely,"  said  ]\lr.  Johnson,  "  by  the  wishes  of  the 
senator  from  Kentucky,  who  desires  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard."  Mr.  Willey  was  one  of  those  who  had 
voted  against  taking  up  this  bill.  "I  did  so,"  he  said, 
"  simply  because  I  was  told  by  the  friends  of  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  that  he  desired  to  be  heard. 
If  a  majority  of  the  Senate  say  that  this  matter  is  to 
be  pressed  to-night,  I  will  yield  at  once."  ]Mr.  Sum- 
ner would  meet  senators  half-way.  "I  propose  that 
Ave  shall  go  on  to-night,  and  perfect  the  bill,  but  sus- 
pend taking  the  vote  oh  its  final  passage,  in  order  to 
give  the  senator  from  Kentucky  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard."  Mr.  Powell  accepted  Mr.  Sumner's 
proposition,  and  Avithdrew  his  motion  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  first  Monday 
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of  December  next  ;  ;iml  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
witliout  amendment. 

On  tlie  2od  of  June,  the  Mil  was  again  taken  up; 
and  ]\Ir.  Davis  of  Kentucky  atldressed  tlie  Senate  in 
opposition  to  its  passage.  Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  the 
words  of  the  Constitution  concerning  fugitives,  "and 
that  Congress  shall  pass  all  necessary  laws  for  the  ren- 
dition of  all  persons  who  shall  escape."  He  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered,  —  veas  9, 
nays  29.  Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  strike  out  after  the 
word  "  that,"  in  the  third  line,  the  folhnving  words  : 
"Sections  three  and  lour  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  re- 
specting fugitives  from  justice,  and  jiersons  escaping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters,  passed  Feb.  12,  1793.'" 
Mr.  Wilson  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  they  were 
ordered.  Mr.  M'Dougall  said,  "  I  am  governed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  passed 
under  the  Constitution ;  and  I  shall  govern  myself 
accordingly  in  my  votes."  The  question,  being  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  —  yeas  17,  nays  2'1.  ]Mr. 
Saulsbury  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill ;  and  they  were  ordered,  —  yeas  27,  nays  12, 
as  follows  :  — 

Yeas.  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Dixon, 
Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hieks,  Howard,  Howe, 
I«ine  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Tonieroy,  Kaiuscy, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Truml)ull,  Wade,  and  Wilson,  — 1*7. 

Nays.  —  Messrs.  Buekalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Johnson,  M'Dou- 
gall, Powell,  Richardson,  Kiddle,  Saulsbury,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey, 
—  12. 

So  Mr.  ^Morris's  bill  repealing  the  fugitive-slave  acts 
passed  the  Senate  on  the  23d,  and  received  the  approval 
of  the  President  on  the  28th,  of  June,  18G4. 
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CHAPTER   XV. 

PAY   OF   COLORED   SOLDIERS. 

MR.  WILSON'S  BILL.  —  MR.  GKIMES'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  JOINT 
RESOLUTION. —  MR.  CONNESS's  AMENDMENT. —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  FES- 
SENDEN. —  MR.  WILSON.  —  MR.  FOSTER. MR.  SUMNER. —  MR.  JOHN- 
SON.—  MR.  GRIMES.  —  MR.  HOWE.  —  MR.  WILSON.  —  MR.  GRIMES.  —  MR. 
cowan's  amendment.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  WILSON'S 
AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  DOOLITTLE'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  AMEND- 
MENT TO  MR.  cowan's  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  AMENDMENT. — 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  CLARK.  —  MR.  DAVIS'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  COLLA- 
MER's  AMENDMENT.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  FOOT.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  AMEND- 
MENT.—  REMARKS  OF  MR.  WILKINSON.  —  MR.  WILSON.  —  MR.  HOWARD. 
—  MR.  JOHNSON.  —  MR.  FESSENDEN.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  BILL.  —  MR.  DA- 
A'lS'S  AJIENDMENT.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL.  —  MR.  AVILSON's  AMEND- 
MENT TO  THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL.  —  MR.  STEVENS'S  AMEND- 
MENT.—  REMARKS  OF  MR.  HOLMAN. —  MR.  PRICE.  —  MR.  HOLMAN'S 
AMENDMENT.  —  CONFERENCE   COMMITTEES.  —  REPORT  ACCEPTED. 

IN  the  Senate,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1864,  Mr. 
Wilson  (Kep.)  of  Massachusetts  introduced  a  bill 
to  promote  enlistments.  It  was  read  twice,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  reported  back 
on  the  18th  with  amendments.  On  the  21st,  the 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  its  con- 
sideration. The  second  section  provided  that  all  persons 
of  African  descent,  who  have  been  or  may  be  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  uniform,  clothing,  arms,  equipments, 
camp-equipage,  rations,  medical  and  hospital  attendance, 
pay  and  emoluments,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or 
volmiteer  forces  of  the  like  arm  of  the  service  ;  and  that 
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every  such  i)cr.son  hereafter  mustered  iuto  service  shnll 
receive  two  months'  pay  in  advance.  Mr.  (irimes 
asked  it'  hounties  were  Lilvcu  to  colored  soldiers  by 
the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  bounties  \vere  not 
given,  but  that  two  months'  pay  in  advance  was  given. 
ISIr.  Pomeroy  (l^ep.)  of  Kansas  desired  to  know  if  there 
-was  any  law  allowing  the  master  of  a  slave  compensa- 
tion for  the  services  of  the  slave.  Mr.  Wilson  replied, 
that  there  was  no  law  authorizing  the  War  Department 
to  allow  compensation  for  slaves,  other  than  the  general 
authority  to  use  the  commutatiou-money  to  obtain  sub- 
stitutes. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  on  motit»n  of  INIr.  Wilson, 
the  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  promote  enlistments  ;  and 
INIr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  second  section  by 
striking  out  the  words,  "two  months'  pay  in  advance," 
and  inserting,  "  such  sums  in  bounty  as  the  President 
shall  order,  in  different  States,  and  parts  of  States,  not 
exceeding  a  hundred  dollars ;  "  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  colored  soldiers.  It  })rovidcd 
that  all  persons  of  color,  who  have  been  or  may  be  mus- 
tered into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  shall 
receive  the  same  uniform,  clothing,  arms,  equipments, 
camp-equipage,  rations,  medical  and  hospital  attend- 
ance, pay  and  emoluments  other  than  bounty,  as  other 
soldiers  of  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United 
States  of  like  arm  of  service,  during  the  whole  term  in 
which  they  shall  be  or  shall  ha\e  been  in  such  service  ; 
and  every  person  of  color  who  shall  hereafter  be  nuistered 
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into  the  service  is  to  receive  such  sums  in  bounty  as  the 
President  shall  order,  in  the  different  States  and  parts 
of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  a  hundred  dollars. 
The  Senate,  on  the  4th,  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  joint  resolution.  Mr.  Fessenden  (Rep.)  of 
Maine  wished  "  to  inquire  what  propriety  there  is  in  our 
going  back,  and  paying  them  this  increase  for  services 
already  rendered."  Mr.  Wilson  thought,  "  as  an  act  of 
justice,  the  bill  should  be  retrospective.  Gross  injus- 
tice has  been  done  towards  these  men,  and  it  ought  to 
be  corrected."  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  (Rep.)  of  New  Jersey 
thought  "  the  withholding  of  the  full  pay  to  men  who 
were  led  to  believe  they  would  receive  the  same  pay  as 
other  soldiers  has  occasioned  great  dissatisfaction,  not 
only  in  tiie  minds  of  those  troops,  but  of  all  their  friends 
at  home."  Mr.  Lane  (Rep.)  of  Kansas  hoped  "the 
joint  resolution  would  be  retrospective."  Mr.  Fessen- 
den was  in  favor,  and  had  ever  been  in  favor,  of  putting 
colored  soldiers  on  a  level  with  white  ones  ;  but  he  was 
opposed  to  paying  men  for  services  already  rendered, 
unless  the  men  Avere  promised  full  pay  by  orders 
emanating  from  the  War  Dejiartment.  ]Mr.  Conness 
(Union)  from  California  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  during  the  whole  time  in  which  they  shall  be  or  shall 
have  been  in  such  service,"  and  insert,  "from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act."  Mr.  Lane  hoped  the  amend- 
ment Avould  not  be  adopted  :  "  The  senator  from  Cali- 
fornia should  not  attempt  to  perpetrate  such  an  outrage 
upon  a  gallant  regiment  of  his  State."  Mr.  Conness 
was  in  favor  of  equality  of  compensation  in  the  future ; 
but  "  neither  the  condition  of  the  trcasuiy,  nor  the 
public  credit,  can  afford  'these  acts  of  justice,'  as  they 
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are  ternud."  Mr.  Pomeroy  (Rep.)  of  Kansas  thought 
wc  shoulil  gl\c  colored  soldiers  the  precise  pay,  and 
place  them  in  precisely  the  same  position,  as  white  sol- 
diers. Mr.  Doolittle  (Kej).)  of  Wisconsin  said,  "If  the 
Government  has  in  good  fiitli  made  a  promise  to  sol- 
diers who  have  cidisted  in  any  ])articular  regiment, 
^vllctlu■^  ill  .M:iss;icliiisi'tts  or  anywhere  else,  that  ])roin- 
ise  ought  to  be  kept."  lie  thought  there  were  differ- 
ences in  the  condition  of  colored  troops  in  the  States. 
In  the  Northern  States,  they  were  in  the  same  condition 
as  the  white  soldiers;  but,  in  the  Southern  States,  the 
Government  was  doing  much  to  support  their  wives 
and  children,  and  some  account  should  be  made  of  this 
expenditure.  "I  wish,"  said  Mr.  Siiinner,  "to  see  our 
colored  troops  treated  like  white  troops  in  every  respect. 
But  I  would  not  ])ress  this  first  principle  by  any  re- 
tro-active proposition,  unless  where  the  faith  of  the 
Government  is  committed  ;  and  there  I  would  not  hesi- 
tate. The  treasury  can  bear  any  additional  burden 
better  than  the  country  can  bear  to  do  an  injustice." 
On  tlie  lOtli,  the  Senate  resumed  tiie  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  cipializing  the  })ay  of  soldiers.  Mr. 
Foster  (Kej).)  thought,  "If  it  is  just  to  do  this,  it  is 
certainly  e.\})edient ;  f  )r  justice  is  always  the  highest 
exjiediency."  He  thought  justice  rcfpiired  that  we  carry 
out  the  pledges  of  the  Government  or  of  public  officers  ; 
"  but  justice  especially  requires  it  when  we  consider  that 
we  arc  dealing  with  men,  a  great  portion  of  whom,  as  I 
liave  suggested,  were  never  taught  to  read,  and  never 
could,  therefore,  know  what  the  written  law  of  the  coun- 
try was."  Mr.  Sumner  (pioted  the  order  of  the  Secre- 
tarv   of  A\'ar  to   Governor  Andrew   of  ^lassachusetts, 
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and  maintamecl  tliat  it  was  issued  under  the  law  of 
1861,  not  the  act  of  1862.  Mr.  Fessenden  could  not 
concur  in  Mr.  Sumner's  construction  of  the  act  of  1862. 
Mr.  Lane  (Rep.)  of  Indiana  thought,  "If  we  place 
colored  troops  hereafter  on  an  equality  with  the  white 
troops,  it  is  surely  as  much  as  they  can  ask,  either  from 
the  justice  or  the  generosity  of  this  Senate  ;  for  no  man 
in  his  sober  senses  will  say  that  their  services  are  worth 
as  much,  or  that  they  are  as  good  soldiers."  Mr.  Wilson 
said,  "A  colonel  of  a  colored  regiment  stated  to  me,  the 
other  night,  that  his  regiment  made  a  march  of  forty- 
three  miles  in  the  late  expedition  to  North  Carolina, 
without  one  straggler ;  that  he  had  seen  but  one  case 
of  drunkenness  in  his  regiment  for  sLx  months.  All 
the  testimony  of  our  officers  who  took  these  troops 
with  prejudices  against  them  goes  to  show  that  they 
are  industrious ;  that  they  are  obedient ;  that  they  are 
deferential  in  their  manners  ;  that  they  make  the  best 
kind  of  scouts  ;  that  they  know  the  country  well ;  that 
they  are  performing  their  duty  with  a  zeal  and  an  ear- 
nestness unsurpassed.  There  is  a  reason  for  this.  Take 
a  colored  man  who  has  been  degraded  by  popular  preju- 
dice, or  by  law,  or  in  any  other  way,  put  the  uniform 
of  the  United  States  upon  him,  and  let  him  follow  the 
flag  of  the  country,  and  he  feels  proud  and  elevated. 
They  are  fighting  for  the  elevation  of  their  race,  as  well 
as  for  our  country  and  our  cause,  and  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  their  race  ;  and  well  may  they  perform  that  duty." 
]Mr.  Sumner  said,  "  I  hope  the  senator  from  Indiana 
will  pardon  me  if  I  refer  to  him  for  one  minute.  He 
is  so  uniformly  generous  and  just,  that  I  was  the  more 
surprised  when  I  listened  to  his  remarks  just  now.-     I 
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Avas  surpi-ised  at  his  lack  of  generosity  and  his  lack  of 
justice  —  he  Avill  pardon  *me  —  toward  these  colored 
soldiers.  1  was  sur[)rised  —  lie  will  pardon  me  —  at 
his  injustice  to  the  State  of  ^Massachusetts.  lie  spoke 
disparagingly  of  the  colored  soldiers.  lie  tlu)ught  they 
had  hecn  paid  enough.  lie  thought  that  the  gallant 
Lloitd  shed  on  the  parapets  of  Fort  Wagner  liad  been 
paid  enough;  and  he  tailed  to  see  that  those  men  who  died 
for  us  on  that  bloody  night,  and  were  buried  in  the  same 
grave  with  their  colonel  who  led  them,  now  stood  alive 
in  this  presence  to  plead  for  the  equality  of  their  race." 
The  Senate,  on  the  13th,  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  joint  resolution  ;  and  ]Mr.  Conness  withdrew  his 
amendment  to  stiike  out  the  retrospective  clause.  ^Ir. 
Sumner  oflered  an  amendment,  that  in  regard  to  all  past 
services,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  A\'ar  that  the  persons  w'erc  led  to  sup- 
pose they  were  mustered  into  the  service  under  the 
act  of  July  22,  18G1,  they  shall  receive  full  pay.  ]\Ir. 
Anthony  thought  the  amendment  did  not  cover  the 
case.  "  I  think  there  Avere  a  number  of  these  men 
—  I  know  it  was  so  in  my  State  —  who  were  led  to 
suppose  that  they  would  have  the  same  pay  as  the 
white  soldiers  as  soon  as  Congress  assembled  ;  that  the 
manifest  injustice  of  paying  wdiite  soldiers  one  price,  and 
colored  soldiers  another  price,  would  be  at  once  cor- 
rected."—  "In  my  view,"  said  ]SIr.  Johnson,  "there  is 
no  obligation,  cither  legal  or  moral,  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  these  men  more  than  the  law  entitles  them 
to."  Mr.  (irimcs  thought  "this  matter  is  being  com- 
j)romised  by  attempting  to  cover  some  individual  cases 
in  ti  general  law.      I  think,  however,  that  the  Chairman 
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of  the  Committee  on  iNIilltary  AfFairs  had  better  not 
involve  this  bill  with  any  reference  to  the  jNIassachusetts 
regiments  or  to  the  Rhode-Island  men  avIio  have  been 
enlisted,  or  to  the  South-Carolina  regiments."  Mr. 
Howe  rose  "  to  assent  to  the  advice  given  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Iowa  :  it  is  eminently  sensible."  —  "  It  is  evi- 
dent," said  Mr.  Wilson,  "after  what  has  been  said  here 
this  morning,  that  this  joint  resolution  is  delayed  by  the 
attempt  to  do  justice  to  some  ten  or  fifteen  or  twenty 
regiments  to  whom  this  promise  was  made.  I  think 
the  amendment  proposed  by  my  colleague  would  not 
apply  to  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  regiments  at  most, 
and  it  would  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  I  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  trust  it  in  his 
hands.  But,  as  I  see  that  I  cannot  get  the  resolution 
through  promptly  in  its  present  shape,  I  propose  to 
amend  it  by  striking  out  that  portion  which  makes  it 
retrospective,  —  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  'ser- 
vice' in  the  ninth  line,  down  to  the  word  'and'  in  the 
tenth  line,  and  inserting  'from  the  first  day  of  January, 
1864;'  so  that  it  will  read,  'As  other  soldiers  of  the 
regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States  of  like 
arm  of  the  service,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1864."  jVIr.  Johnson  thought,  ''If  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  has  made  a  promise  which  the  law  did 
not  authorize  ;  if  he  has  created,  as  between  the  Massa- 
chusetts soldiers  and  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  an 
obligation  which  ought  to  be  redeemed,  let  Massachu- 
setts redeem  it."  —  "They  have  passed,"  said  Mr. 
Fessenden,  "a  law  to  redeem  it;  but  these  regiments 
refuse  to  receive  it  of  Massachusetts."  Mr.  Wilson 
explained  the  action  of  the"  State,  and  the  position  of 
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the  colored  reg-iments  in  deelininf^  to  receive  the  money 
of  Massacluisetts.  "  They  enlisted  under  the  expecta- 
tion ot"  rcc('i\  ini!,-  the  same  pay  as  other  troops,  and  they 
hold  tlie  (Jovernnient  to  its  pledi^es."  Mr.  Johnson,  in 
re})ly,  said,  "They  are  gentlemen  of  most  extraordinary 
sensibility."  —  "They  will  not  receive,"  said  Mr.  Colla- 
mer,  "  the  three  dollars  from  the  State,  or  the  ten  dollars 
from  the  United  States."  — "  I  will  say,"  replied  Mr. 
Johnson,  "  if  they  are  made  up  of  that  material,  they 
will  not  be  as  good  soldiers  as  Ave  hoi)e  the  others  will 
be."  —  "They  have  made  their  record  on  that  point," 
replied  ]\Ir.  AVilson.  "I  sympathize,"  said  Mr.  Grimes, 
"  a  great  deal  with  those  gallant  and  patriotic  noble 
young  men  who  have  gone  out  in  command  of  the 
Massachusetts  fifty-fourth  and  fifty-fifth  regiments,  and 
who  are  in  command  of  the  first  and  second  South-Caro- 
lina regiments.  I  know  a  great  many  of  tlieni.  I  know 
them  to  be  gallant  and  j)atriotic  young  men.  But  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  they  have  involved  us  un- 
necessarily in  trouble  in  connection  with  this  subject ; 
for  I  know  perfectly  well  that  it  was  through  their 
persuasions  that  these  colored  troops  in  South  Carolina 
declined  to  receive  the  money  that  Massachusetts  voted 
to  pay  them."  ]\[r.  Cowan  (Kep.)  woidd  vote  to  equal- 
ize the  pay,  but  was  opposed  to  retrospective  legislation 
in  this  case.  Mr.  Collamer  thought  ]\Ir.  Sumner's 
amendment  did  ''  not  reach  the  case  at  all.  It  jiuts  the 
question  of  paying  these  men  back  to  the  time  of  their 
enlistment,  upon  whether  they  were  led  to  believe  or 
did  believe  that  they  were  to  receive  thirteen  dollars 
a  month.  I  do  not  think  it  makes  any  difference  what 
thcv  were  led  to  believe  or  did  believe.     It  is  not  to  be 
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put  upon  any  contingency  of  that  kind.  There  is  the 
written  enlistment ;  and  it  speaks  for  itself."  The 
amendment  was  lost. 

]Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  during  the  Avhole  time  in  which  they  shall  be  or 
shall  have  been  in  such  service,"  and  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof,  "  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
1864."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Doo- 
little  moved  to  amend  by  reserving  out  of  the  pay 
of  colored  soldiers  from  the  States  in  rebellion  four 
dollars  per  month  to  reimburse  the  Government  for 
expenses  incui'red  in  feeding  and  clothing  women  and 
children  of  color  in  those  States.  Mr.  Conness  opposed 
the  amendment.  ]Mr.  Sherman  thought  it  not  only  just, 
but  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  Grimes  objected  to  this  amendment.  "  Is  it  just," 
he  inquired,  ''to  take  four  dollars  from  the  pay  of  a 
man  who  has  no  wife,  and  put  it  into  a  common  fund?  " 
Mr.  Wilson  believed  that  the  women  and  children,  being 
accustomed  to  outdoor  work,  instead  of  being  a  burden 
to  the  Government,  are  a  benefit  to  it.  Mr.  Lane  of 
Kansas  believed  that  "the  families  of  the  colored  sol- 
diers are  self-sustaining  machines  almost  from  the 
moment  they  enter  our  lines.  I  hope,"  he  said,  "  that 
this  amendment  will  not  receive  a  single  vote  in  this 
Chamber  ;  for  it  is  a  discrimination  between  the  soldiers 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  an  invitation  to 
Jefi^.  Davis  to  persist  in  his  brutal  treatment  of  our 
gallant  troops."  Mr.  Doolittle's  amendment  was  reject- 
ed. Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
ing clause,  and  insert,  "  Tliat,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  resolution,  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States  of 
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America,  of  the  same  f^rade  and  service,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  pav,  ratioiis,  and  pension.  Mr.  Sumner 
int)\t'il  to  amend  the  original  l)ill  hy  adding'  as  a  proviso  : 
"  J^roriilt'd,  that  in  all  cases  ot"  past  service,  where  it 
shall  a[)pear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
1)V  the  actual  ])apcrs  of  enlistment,  that  sucii  persons 
"were  enlisted  as  vohmteers  under  the  act  oi'duly,  1861, 
the  pay  promised  by  that  act  shall  be  allowed  from  the 
conunencement  of  such  service."  The  question,  being 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  —  yeas  Ifi,  nays  21. 
Mr.  Cowan  earnestly  advocated  his  amendment.  lie 
was  in  favor  of  '*  treating  the  negro  precisely  the  same 
as  any  other  man.  lie  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  AVhen  1  say  that  the  negro  is  :i  citizen,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  he  is  equal  to  the  white  man." 
ISIr.  Sanlsbury  rose  to  enter  his  "  protest  against  the 
constitutional  views  of  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania." 
lie  objected  to  the  words  ''  colored  soldiers "  and 
"colored  persons."  They  used  the  word  '^ negro"  in  his 
State.  "  Now,  lo  and  behold,  in  the  advancement  of 
civilization  and  C'hristianity  and  refinement  of  which  we 
hear  so  much,  the  negro  has  got  to  be  a  'colored  per- 
son ; '  and,  when  you  come  to  provide  for  calling  him 
into  the  public  service,  there  must  be  perfect  equality  !  " 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wikon,  the  Senate  resumed,  on 
the  16th,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution. 
]\Ir.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Cowan's  amendment 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  that,"  and  inserting, 
''  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the 
soldiers  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  same 
grade  and  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay, 
rations,   and    pension.*"     ^Ii-.    I):i\is    then    gav(!   notice 
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tliat  he  would  move  to  amend  INIr.  Cowan's  substitute, 
lie  addressed  the  Senate  for  two  days  in  denunciation 
of  the  pohcy  of  the  Government,  and  in  x-eviewing  the 
history  and  criticising  the  action  of  ^Massachusetts. 

On  the  23d,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  joint  resohition  ;  the  pending  question  being  on 
]Mr.  Wilson's  amendment  to  Mr.  Cowan's  substitute  for 
the  original  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  modified  his 
amendment :  the  vote  was  taken  upon  it,  and  it  A\'as 
lost.  IMr.  Davis  moved  three  resolutions  as  an  amend- 
ment in  the  nature  of  a  substitute  to  ]\Ir.  Cowan's 
amendment.  The  amendment  proposed  that  all  negroes 
and  mulattoes  —  by  w^hatever  term  designated  —  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  declared  to  be  discharged  from  such  service, 
and  shall  be  disarmed  as  soon  as  practicable.  Mr. 
Conness  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered.  Mr.  Clark  opposed  this  proposition  to  dis- 
band thousands  of  soldiers.  "  I  want,"  said  Mr.  Clark, 
"the  black  man  to  have  arms  in  his  hands.  I  glory  in 
the  opportunity  of  putting  arms  in  his  hands,  that,  when 
he  puts  down  the  Kebellion,  he  may  put  down  for  ever 
the  institution  which  has  enslaved  him.  I  hail  in  it  the 
safety  of  the  black  man.  I  glory  in  his  elevation  :  and 
I  say  here  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  —  and  I  say 
it  unhesitatingly, — that,  Avhen  you  have  put  arms  in 
the  hands  of  the  black  man,  you  cannot  enslave  him  ; 
and  therefore  I  would  give  him  arms.  I  would  make 
his  arms  his  protection.  I  woidd  teach  him  to  respect 
himself  as  a  man,  and  to  feel  that  he  is  respected,  and 
his  rights  preserved.  .  .  .  When  the  negro  was  brought 
into  the  service  of  the  countrv,  he  vindicated  himself; 
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he  sliowed  that  he  euukl  make  a  aood  soldu^r  ;  he 
showed  that  he  could  make  a  good  figliter ;  he  t^howed 
tliat  he  coukl  make  a  good  mairlier  ;  lie  vshowed  tiiat 
he  was  ol)ediriit  to  disi-Iprmc  :  he  sliowcd,  that,  in 
some  cases,  he  could  endure  more  than  the  white  man, 
and  was  equally  loyal  and  ready  to  fight.  Then,  it"  the 
black  man  makes  a  good  soldier  ;  if  he  goes  readily  to 
the  fight  ;  if  he  stands  up  firndy  and  l)ra\ely,  and  gives 
his  blood  and  his  life  to  the  country,  —  I  ask,  Why 
should  he  not  be  paid  ?  Can  anybody  tell  me  V  "  The 
vote  was  taken  on  ^Ir.  l)a\is's  amendment, — yeas  7, 
nays  30. 

Mr.  Collamer  proposed  to  amend  the  original  joint 
resolution  by  adding  to  it,  "All  persons  enlisted  into  the 
service  as  volunteers  under  the  call  dated  Oct.  17,  1863, 
Avho  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  actually,  and  for  six 
months  previous  had  been,  resident  inhabitants  of  the 
State  in  which  they  volunteered,  shall  receive  from 
the  United  States  the  same  amount  of  bounty,  without 
regard  to  color;  provided,  lioicever,  that  the  forego- 
ing provision  shall  not  extend  to  any  State  which  the 
President  by  proclamation  has  declared  in  a  state  of 
insurrection."  j\lr.  Foot  earnestly  and  eloquently  advo- 
cated this  amendment.  The  War  Department,  after  the 
call  of  October  for  three  hundred  thousand  men,  offered 
a  bounty,  to  all  accepted  volunteers,  of  §300.  "  Tids  is 
simply,"  he  said,  "  a  proposition  to  redeem  tiiat  prom- 
ise,—  a  promise  publi-hed  uiid  proclaimed  everywhere 
throughout  the  country  ;  in  every  nook  and  corner  of 
the  country,  at  the  threshold  of  every  handet  in  the 
country,  — a  promise  everywhere  and  by  everybody  un- 
derstood as  applying  to  and  embracing  all  accepted  vol- 
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untcers,  without  exception  of  class  or  color,  —  a  promise 
everywhere  and  by  ever^-body  so  interpreted  and  so 
relied  upon,  and  so  acted  upon.'"  Mr.  Sumner  moved 
to  amend  Mr.  Collanier's  amendment  by  adding,  "  that 
all  persons  whose  papers  of  enlistment  shall  show  that 
they  were  enlisted  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  July, 
1<!)61,  shall  receive,  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment, 
the  pay  promised  by  that  statute,"  —  yeas  19,  nays  18. 
i\Ir.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  ]Mr.  Collamer's  amend- 
ment by  adding  the  word  "free"  after  the  word  "all,"  for 
tlie  reason  that  all  slaves  are  now  provided  for  by  law. 
Mr.  AVilkinson  earnestly  opposed  this  amendment,  and 
severely  criticised  the  provisions  of  the  Enrolment  Act 
for  draftino:  and  enlistino;  slaves.  "I  am  willinii',"  said 
Mr.  Wilson  in  reply,  "that  he  shall  denounce  that  mea- 
sure. That  act  says  to  every  slave  in  the  loyal  States, 
'  Enroll  your  name  among  the  defenders  of  the  Repub- 
lic ;  and,  the  hour  you  are  mustered  into  our  armies,  you 
are  a  free  man  for  evermore.'  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  by  that  act,  for  the  first  time  in  our  his- 
tory, has  declared  tens  of  thousands  of  slaves  in  the 
loyal  States  free,  upon  their  own  will  to  become  free. 
It  is  incomparably  the  greatest  emancipation  measure 
that  was  c,  er  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  I  would  rather  have  my  name  to  that  bill, 
which  asserts  the  power  of  this  nation  to  emancipate 
every  sla'se  in  the  country  who  ^\■ill  enroll  his  name 
among  the  defenders  of  the  Union,  than  to  any  measure 
for  which  my  name  stands  recorded  in  ftivor  of  the  free- 
dom of  mankind.  Sir,  I  glory  in  the  vote,  and  I  glory 
in  that  measure."  Mr.  Howard  clorpiently  defended 
his  vote  against  that  portion  of  the  Enrolment  Act  re- 

26* 


306         PAY  OF  COLORED  SOLDIERS. 

lilting  to  imisterlntj  slaves  into  the  service.  "  You  call 
liiui  to  aid  you  in  your  wars,''  he  said  :  "your  necessities 
remit  liini  to  the  condition  in  whicii  Nature  herselt' 
jdaced  him.  The  hand  ot"  rohhery  heconies  palsied. 
Freedom,  his  birthright,  accrues  to  him  as  a  responsible 
being ;  and  he  again  enjoys  what  was  not  yours  to 
give,  and  wliicli  human  force  and  crime  have  withlield. 
The  Almiglity,  not  you,  restores  to  him  the  gift  of  liber- 
ty, lie  owes  you  nothing  for  it ;  not  even  gratitude." 
—  "The  senator  from  Mit-higan,"  said  Mr.  -loimson, 
"  seems  to  think  that  nothing  has  been  gained  by 
the  slave.  Nothing  I  A\'hat  was  his  condition  be- 
fore? That  of  a  slave,  —  slavery  for  himself  and 
his  posteritv  forever.  What  do  we  t(.'ll  him?  Come 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  you  shall  be 
free,  vou  and  yours ;  the  shackles  that  have  bound 
your  limbs  shall  fall  from  them  ;  you  shall  stand  erect 
in  the  presence  of  your  Maker,  as  free  as  any  white 
man  who  treads  the  soil.      Is  that  nothing?" 

Mr.  Fessenden  addressed  the  Senate,  on  the  2llth,  in 
explanation  of  his  sentiments  and  opinions.  He  had, 
from  the  beginning,  been  in  favor  of  placing  colored 
soldiers  on  the  same  footing  as  white  soldiers.  "  Pass," 
he  said,  "the  bill,  and  settle  tiie  principle  as  it  ought  to 
be  settled  ;  place  the  colored  troops  on  the  same  level 
with  the  white  troops  in  all  cases  ;  let  them  receive  the 
same  ])ay  and  rations,  and  every  thing  else."  Mr. 
Grimes  moved  to  recommit  the  joint  resolution  to  the 
ISIilitary  Committee  ;   and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  2d  (jf  Maix-h,  ^Ir.  A\'ils(»n  repin-ted  a  new 
hill,  in  lieu  of  the  original  joint  i-csolutlon  to  e(pialize 
the  pay  of  soldiers.      The   tirst   section   placed   cohu'eJ 
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soldiers  on  aii  equality  with  white  soldiers  from  the 
1st  of  Janutirv,  18(34 ;  the  second  section  gave  the 
same  bounties  to  colored  volunteers  in  the  loyal  States, 
under  the  call  of  October,  1863  ;  the  third  section 
gave  to  all  persons  of  color,  who  have  been  enlisted 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the 
pay  allowed  by  law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service, 
from  the  date  of  their  muster,  if  it  has  been  pledged 
or  promised  to  them  by  any  officer  or  person,  who,  in 
making  such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  authority  of 
the  War  Department ;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  to 
determine  any  question  of  fact  arising  imder  this  pro- 
vision. Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
a  section  to  give  to  loyal  owners  of  slaves  such  compen- 
sation as  should  be  determined  by  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Circuit  Court.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Davis 
spoke  at  gi'eat  length  upon  matters  pertaining  to 
slavery  :  his  amendment  was  rejected  on  the  10th,  — 
yeas  6,  nays  31.  Mr.  Davis  then  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  — yeas  31,  nays  6. 
So  the  joint  resolution  passed  the  Senate. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend 
the  Army-a})pr()priation  Bill  by  adding  as  an  amend- 
ment the  bill,  which  passed  the  Senate  on  the  10th  of 
March,  to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers  in  the  army.  In 
sup2)ort  of  his  amendment,  he  said,  "  The  failure  of  Con- 
gress to  increase  the  pay  of  colored  soldiers  is  not  only 
checking  enlistments,  but  disastrously  affecting  the  men 
in  the  field.  Sir,  can  we,  dare  we,  hope  for  the  blessing 
of  Heaven  upon  our  cause,  while  we  perpetrate  these 
wrongs,  or  suffer  them  to  remain  unredressed?  Can  we 
demand  that  the  reljcls  shall  give  to  our  colored  soldiers 
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the  ri^lit.s  ut'  chilizcd  \v:irt':iiv,  while  we  Vet'ii.-c  to  them 
equality  ot"  ri<;"htsy  Can  we  redress  the  luulal  and 
bloody  butelicry  at  Fort  Pillow,  while  we  continue  this 
injustice?  Sir,  the  whole  country  is  horrified  at  the 
barbarities  })cr})etrated  by  the  rebels  upon  our  colored 
soldiers.  The  civilized  w(trld  w  ill  be  shocked  as  it  reads 
of  the  bloody  butchery  at  Fort  Pillow.  Sir,  I  feel 
that  the  nation  is  doing  a  wrong  to  the  colored  soldiers 
hardly  less  wicked  than  the  wrongs  perpetrated  upon 
them  by  slaveliolding  traitors."  Mr.  Fessenden  thought 
tlie  measure  ought  to  be  })as.-:ed,  and  passed  at  once. 
Jf  the  Senate  would  waive  the  objection  to  put  it  on  the 
Appropriation  Bill,  he  would  not  object  to  it.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to, — yeas  32,  nays  6. 

In  the  House,  on  the  30th  of  April,  Mr.  Stevens 
(Kep.)  of  Pennsylvania  asked  leave  t(j  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  ^Nleans  the  Senate  amendments 
to  the  Army-appropriation  Bill.  Mr.  llolman  (l)em.) 
of  Indiana  opposed  the  amendment  equalizing  the  pay 
of  soldiers.  "I  protest  against  it,"  he  said,  "as  but  a 
part  of  your  general  policy,  which  seeks  by  the  force  of 
power  to  extinguish  every  vestige  of  the  old  lvcpul)lic 
of  our  fathers,  wild,  reckless,  inq)raelicable.  I  protest 
against  it  in  the  name  of  a  disti-aeted  and  bleeding 
country,  which,  struggling  with  defiant  treason,  and 
demanding  prudence  and  patriotism  in  the  conduct  of  its 
affairs,  and  the  noblest  incentives  to  constancy  and  cou- 
rage, receives  at  your  hands  only  the  paralyzing  coun- 
sels of  fanaticism  and  passion."  ]\lr.  Price  (Rep.)  of 
Iowa  said,  "Gen.  Jackson,  in  his  day,  knew  something 
of  the  value  of  negro  soldiers  as  well  as  white  soldiers  ; 
and  he  placed   them  upon  an  equality  as  to  pay  and 
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rations."  —  "I  clesj)isc  tlie  ])nnciple,"  said  INlr.  Stevens, 
"  that  would  make  a  diiFerence  between  them  in  the  hour 
of  battle  and  of  death.  The  idea  that  we  are  to  keep 
up  that  distinction  is  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  the  age, 
is  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  is  shocking  to 
every  decent  instinct  of  our  natiu'e  ;  and  I  take  it  that  no 
man  who  is  not  wedded  to  the  institution  of  slavery,  or 
does  not  foster  it  for  the  sake  of  power,  will  go  with  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana."  Mr.  Holman  moved  to  strike 
out  the  word  "  pay,"  —  yeas  52,  nays  84.  Mr.  Schenck 
(Rep.)  of  Ohio  moved  to  amend  the  Senate  amendment: 
lost,  —  ayes  58,  noes  65.  The  Senate  amendment 
equalizing  the  pay  of  soldiers  Avas  agreed  to,  — yeas  80, 
nays  49.  Mr.  Schenck  moved  to  amend  that  portion 
of  the  Senate  amendment  giving  to  colored  volunteers 
the  same  bounties  allowed  to  white  volunteers  under  the 
call  of  October,  18G3  ;  so  that  the  bounty  should  not 
exceed  a  hundred  dollars, — yeas  78,  nays  51.  Mr. 
Stevens  moved  to  strike  out  the  section  of  the  Senate 
amendment  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  proof, 
to  allow  full  pay  to  volimteers  who  were  promised  it, 
and  to  insert  that  all  free  pei'sons  of  color  shall  receive 
the  same  pay  as  other  soldiers,  — yeas  73,  nays  54. 

The  Senate,  on  the  3d  of  May,  disagreed  to  the 
House  amendments,  asked  a  Committee  of  Conference  ; 
and  the  Chair  appointed  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  AVilson, 
and  Mr.  Henderson,  conferrees.  The  House  insisted  on 
its  amendments  ;  and  the  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, INIr.  Schenck,  and  Mr.  Morrison,  conferrees  on  the 
part  of  the  House.  The  Conference  Committee  were 
luiable  to  agree.  A  second  Conference  Connnittee  was 
appointed,  and  the  Conference  Committee's  report  was 
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rejected  by  the  House  on  the  2r)th  of  ^lay  ;  and  tlic 
House  appointed  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr. 
Davis  of  New  York,  eonfem-es,  iind  uskcd  another  con- 
ference. The  Senate,  on  the  27th,  agreed  to  anotlier 
Conference  Committee;  and  Mr.  Howe,  ^Ir.  ^Morrill,  and 
Mr.  Buckalew,  were  appointed  (^oiiierret's.  On  the  10th 
of  June,  the  committees  reported  that  the  House  recede 
from  its  amendment  reducing-  the  bounty  of  volunteers 
cidisted  under  the  call  of  October,  1<S()3,  from  three  hun- 
tlri'd  ddllars  to  one  hundred  dollars;  and  that  "all  persons 
of  color  who  were  free  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April, 
18G1,  antl  who  have  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the 
military  service  of  the  L^nited  States,  shall  from  the  time 
of  their  enlistment  be  entitled  to  receive  the  pay,  bounty, 
and  clothing  allowed  to  such  persons  by  the  laws  exist- 
ing at  the  time  of  their  enlistment.  And  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
determine  any  rpicstion  of  law  arising  under  this  pro- 
vision ;  and  if  the  Attorney -(ieneral  atbrcsaid  shall 
determine  that  any  of  such  enlisted  persons  are  entitled 
to  receive  any  pay,  bounty,  or  clothing,  in  addition  to 
what  they  have  already  recei\ed,  the  Secretary  of  ^^"ar 
shall  make  all  necessary  regulations  to  enable  the  pay 
department  to  make  payment  in  acconhmce  with  such 
determination."  Mr.  Pendleton  refused  to  sign  the 
report.  ]Mr.  Sunnier  desired  to  know  in  what  condition 
the  report  left  the  colored  troops  enlisted  in  South  Caro- 
lina. Mr.  Howe,  Chairman  of  the  Conference  Commit- 
tee replied,  that  it  made  no  pro\ision  for  them,  unless 
they  were  free  at  the  breaking-out  of  the  war.  ]Mr. 
Sumner,  as  a  senator  from  ]Massachusctts,  might  be 
content,  as  the  regiments  from  his  State  were  cared  lor; 


PAY   OF   COLORED    SOLDIERS.  311 

hilt  he  was  interested  in  the  adjustment,  on  principles  of 
justice,  of  coh:)red  troops  from  otlier  States.  Mr.  Wilson 
said  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  South-Carolina  regi- 
ments ought  to  have  full  pay,  and  it  was  wrong  t(^ 
quibble  about  it :  to  limit  the  provision  to  men  who 
were  free  in  1861  leaves  out  the  men  who  were  slaves 
then,  and  who  ought  to  have  justice  done  them.  jNIr. 
Pomeroy  thought  injustice  was  done  to  regiments  from 
his  State.  Mr.  Conness  opposed  the  report  as  an  "  un- 
just discx-imination."  Mr.  Howe  explained  and  defended 
the  report.  Mr.  Sumner  said,  "  The  last  chapter  of 
'Rasselas-'  is  entitled,  'A  conclusion  in  which  nothing  is 
concluded  ; '  and  I  think  that  title  may  be  properly  given 
to  the  report  of  this  committee."  —  "The  report  of  the 
committee,"  said  Mr.  eJohnson,  "  really  does  settle  no- 
thing ;  and  it  is  not  intended  to  settle  any  thing,  exccjit 
contingently."  Mr.  Fessenden  appealed  to  senators  to 
concur  in  the  adoption  of  the  report.  "I  shall,"  said 
Mr.  Wilson,  "run  the  risk  t)f  it,  for  the  reason  that  the 
bill,  as  it  now  stands,  settles  the  question  of  equality  from 
the  1st  of  January  last ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  it  settles 
the  question  of  bounty  to  colored  men  who  are  liable  to 
be  drafted  in  the  loyal  States,  and  it  puts  their  matter  in 
the  control  of  the  Attorney-General,  whose  opinion,  I 
think,  cannot  be  any  thing  else  than  that  these  men  have 
the  right  which  they  claim."  Mr.  Henderson  was  un- 
willing to  pay  colored  troops  more  than  they  agreed  to 
receive  when  they  enlisted. 

On  the  11th,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  take  up  for  con- 
sideration the  report  of  the  Conference  Committee. 
Mr.  Sumner  did  not  think  the  rei)ort  credital)le  to  Con- 
gress; and  he  concurred  in  its  acceptance  with  reluctance. 
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"It  is,"  lie  said,  "in  the  I'li]!  confidence  tliat  in  this  way 
we  shall  at  last,  thronuh  the  Hjijuion  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  (ilitain  that  justice  w  hicli  ('onii'ress  has  denied, 
that  1  consent  to  ^ive  my  vote  for  this  report."  'J'hc 
re|)ort  was  aceej)ted  hy  the  Senate.  In  the  House, 
the  re])ort  was  accepted  on  the  l.'lth, — yeas  71,  nays 
5<S.  liy  the  provisions  of  this  legislation,  colored  troops 
were  in  all  respects  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  white 
troops  from  the  1st  of  January,  18(54.  Colored  vol- 
unteers in  the  loyal  States,  under  the  call  of  the  17th  of 
Octt»l)er,  180)3,  were  allowed  the  same  bounty  as  white 
vohniteers  ;  all  colored  soldiers  free  on  the  19th  of 
April.  18()1,  were  to  receive  lull  \>iiy  ;  and  the  Attorney- 
General  was  authorized  to  decide  whether  colored  men 
not  free  on  the  l!)th  of  ,\.pril  were  entitled  to  the  same 
j)ay  as  white  soldiers.  The  Attorney-General  has  finally 
decided  that  colored  soldiers  are  in  all  respects  entitled 
to  the  same  compensation  as  wliite  soldiers. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

TO   MAKE   FREE   THE  WIVES  AND    CHILDREN   OF   COL- 
ORED   SOLDIERS. 

SIR.  WILSON'S  BILL  TO  PROMOTE  ENLISTMENTS.  —  MR.  POWELL'S  MOTION 
TO  STRIKE  OUT  THE  SECTION  TO  5LAKE  FREE  THE  MOTHERS,  WIVES, 
ASD  CHILDREN  OF  COLORED  SOLDIERS.  —  MR.  HENDERSON'S  AMEND- 
MENT.—  REMARKS  OF  MR.  GRIMES.  —  MR.  WILKINSON.  —  REMARKS  OF 
MR.  JOHNSON.  —  MR.  SHERMAN'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  CARLILE'S  SPEECH. — 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  DOOLITTLE.  —  MR.  BROWN'S  AMENDMENT.  —  ME.  WIL- 
SON'S   AMENDMENT. MR.    WILKINSON'S    AMENDMENT.  —  REMARKS    OF 

MR.  SHERMAN. — MR.  GRIJIES.  —  MR.  CONNESS'S  MOTION  TO  REFER  THE 
BILL. — EE5IARKS  OF  MR.  CLARK. — MR.  HOWARD.  —  MR.  FESSENDEN. — 
MR.  DAVIS'S  AMENDMENT.  —  ME.  WILKINSON'S  SPEECH.  —  ME.  WILSON'S 
JOINT   RESOLUTION. 

THE  third  section  of  the  bill  to  promote  enlistments, 
introduced  into  the  Senate  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1864,  by  Mr.  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  declared  that 
when  any  man  or  boy  of  African  descent,  owing  service 
or  labor  in  any  State,  under  its  laws,  shall  be  mustered 
into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
he,  and  his  mother,  wife,  and  children,  shall  be  for  ever 
free.  On  the  27th  of  January,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  promote  enlistments. 
Mr.  Powell  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  moved  to  strike  out 
the  third  section  giving  freedom  to  the  mother,  wife, 
and  children  of  the  colored  soldier.  Mr.  Powell  pro- 
nounced the  section  "  clearly  and  palpably  unconstitu- 
tional. There  is  certainly  no  power  in  this  Congress  to 
pass  any  such  law.      It  is  depriving  loyal  men  of  loyal 
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States  of  their  property,  l)y  the  legi.shitive  eimctnient  of 
this  Con[!,ress."  Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words,  "his  niothei',  :uk1  his  wife  and  chikh'en,"  and 
insert,  "  and  his  mother,  his  wife  and  chihh'en,  sliall 
also  be  free,  ])rovi(h'<l  that,  l)y  tiie  laws  of  any  State,  they 
owe  serviee  or  labor  to  any  [x-rson  or  persons  who  have 
""iven  aid  or  eomfort  to  the  existing;  Rebellion  ay-uinst  the 
(rovernment,  sinee  the  17th  of  July,  18()2."  Mr. 
Grimes  said,  "That  is  substantially  the  law  now.  The 
reason  why  I  shall  vote  for  this  section  is,  that  I  am 
exceedingly  anxious  to  pass  a  law  by  which  it  shall  be 
declared,  that  if  a  man  who  has  perilled  his  life  for  me 
and  tor  the  institutions  of  niv  country  at  Port  Hudson  — 
1  care  not  what  kind  of  a  claim  may  be  set  up  to  his 
serviee,  or  wht)  may  set  it  up  —  is  claimed  by  any  one, 
that  claim  shall  not  be  regarded.  I  am  imwilling  that 
after  he  has  thus  perilled  his  life,  and  been  wounded  in 
my  defence,  he  shall  be  taken  off  to  slavery  by  any  per- 
son, or  under  any  sort  of  institution.  I  think  that  such 
a  proposition  as  this  will  meet  the  approval  and  com- 
mendation of  the  country  ;  and  I  rejoice  that  the  senator 
from  ^lassachusetts,  and  the  Committee  on  ^Military 
Affairs,  have  given  us  an  op[)ortunity  to  record  our  votes 
in  favor  of  it."  Mr.  Wilkinson  said,  "  That  is  the  law  as 
it  noW'  stands  ;  and  if  the  senator  from  Missouri  wishes 
to  carry  out  the  purpose,  or  to  retain  this  provision  of 
the  existing  law,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  oppose  this  sec- 
tion entirely.  I  think  that  law  is  the  most  disgraceful 
legislation  of  the  Congress  which  [)assed  it.  It  is  a 
disgrace  to  the  nation  to  {)ass  such  a  law  ;  and  I  am  very 
nnich  rejoiced  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
have  introduced  tliis  bill  wiping  it  out."     Mr.  Hendcr- 
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son  did  not  offer  the  amendment,  to  protect  slavery. 
"  I  have  not  been  engaged,"  he  said,  "  very  recently  in 
the  protection  of  that  institution  ;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  go 
constitutionally  to  abolish  the  institution  throughout  the 
country,  I  most  unhesitatingly  would  do  so.  My  im- 
pression is,  that,  when  you  put  this  Rebellion  down, 
slavery  for  ever  dies,  because  of  the  fact  that  they  have 
organized  this  Rebellion  on  the  existence  of  the  institu- 
tion ;  and,  if  the  Rebellion  goes  by  the  board,  the  insti- 
tution itself  goes.  I  can  further  state  to  those  gentlemen, 
that  I  believe  no  State  will  again  take  its  place  in  the 
Union,  without  first,  by  the  action  of  its  own  people, 
abolishing  slavery." 

The  Senate  on  the  28th  resumed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
AVilson,  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilkinson 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Henderson's 
motion  to  strike  out  "  his  mother,  and  his  wife  and 
children  ;  "  and  they  were  ordered.  ]\Ir.  Johnson  should 
vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  "I  doubt  very  much," 
he  said,  "if  any  member  of  the  Senate  is  more  anxious 
to  have  the  country  composed  entirely  of  free  men  and 
free  women  than  I  am.  Sir,  the  bill  provides  that  a 
slave  enlisted  anywhere,  no  matter  where  he  may  be, 
whether  he  be  within  Maryland  or  out  of  Maryland, 
whether  he  be  within  any  other  of  the  loyal  States,  or 
out  of  the  loyal  States  altogether,  is  at  once  to  work 
the  emancipation  of  his  wife  and  children.  He  may  be 
in  South  Carolina  ;  and  many  a  slave  in  South  Carolina, 
I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  can  well  claim  to  have  a  wife,  or 
perhaps  wives  and  children,  within  the  limits  of  Mary- 
land. It  is  one  of  the  vices  and  the  horrible  vices  of 
the  institution,  one  that  has  shocked  me  from  infancy  to 
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the  present  hour,  that  the  whole  marital  relation  is  dis- 
reLranleil.  Tliey  are  made  to  be,  practically  and  by 
education,  forgetful  or  iiiiiuraiit  of  tliat  relation.  ^\'heu 
I  say  they  are  educated,  I  mean  to  say  they  are  kept  in 
absolute  ignorance  ;  and,  out  of  that,  immorality  of  every 
descrijition  arises  ;  and  among  other  innnoralities  is  that 
the  ct)nnubial  ri'latioii  does  not  exist." 

On  the  '2d  of  February,  ISIr.  Sherman  addressed  the 
Senate  upon  the  general  questions  of  eni[)loying  C(dored 
men  as  soldiers,  and  of  emancipation.  ''On  the  subject 
of  emancipation,"  he  declared,  "I  am  ready  now  to  go 
as  far  as  any  one.  Like  all  others,  I  hesitated  at  first, 
because  I  could  not  see  the  effect  of  the  general  project 
of  emancipation.  I  think  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
■we  must  meet  this  question  of  emanci[)ation  boldly  and 
fearlessly.  There  is  no  other  way.  Slavery  is  de- 
stroyed, not  by  your  act,  sir,  or  mine,  but  by  the  act  of 
this  Rebellion.  I  think,  therefore,  the  better  way  would 
be  to  wipe  out  all  that  is  left  of  the  wliole  trouble,  —  the 
dead  and  buried  and  wounded  of  this  system  of  slavery. 
It  is  obnoxious  to  every  manly  and  generous  sentiment. 
From  the  beginning,  avc  should  have  armed  the  slaves ; 
but  before  doing  so,  in  my  judgment,  we  ought  to  se- 
cure them  by  law,  by  a  great  guaranty,  in  wliirji  you  and 
I,  and  all  branches  of  the  Government,  would  unite  in 
pledging  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  that,  for  ever 
thereafter,  tiiey  siiouid  hold  tlicir  freedom  against  their 
old  masters."  ^Ir.  Carlile  followed  Mr.  Sherman,  on 
the  8th,  in  o])position  to  the  bill.  He  em[)hatically  de- 
clared, that,  "if  it  shall  become  necessary  in  this  struggle 
for  the  confederates  to  arm  their  slaves,  they  will  arm 
and  emancipate  them  too  ;   and  I   will  say  further,  if 
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their  confederacv  never  crumbles  into  dust  until  it  does 
so  from  the  arming  and  emancipating  their  slaves,  it  will 
last  until  —   ' 

'  Heaven's  last  thunder  shakes  the  woi-kl  below.' 

The  slaves  know  that  their  owners  have  the  legal  right 
to  emancipate  them.  Many  of  them  know  that  you 
have  not." 

On  the  9th,  the  Senate  i-esumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill ;  the  pending  question  being  Mr.  Henderson's 
amendment  to  strike  out  "  his  mother,  wife,  and  chil- 
dren." Mr.  Doolittle  (Rep.)  of  Wisconsin  opposed  the 
bill,  but  favored  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
"Slavery,"  he  said,  "is  dying,  dying,  all  around  us.  It 
is  dying  as  a  suicide  dies.  It  is  dying  in  the  House,  and 
at  the  hands  of  its  own  professed  friends.  The  sword 
which  it  woidd  have  driven  into  the  vitals  of  this  Repub- 
lic is  parried,  and  thrust  back  into  its  own.  And,  sir, 
let  it  die  ;  let  it  die.  AYithout  any  sympathy  of  mine, 
slavery  with  all  its  abominations  may  die,  and  go  into 
everlasting  perdition."  Mr.  Richardson  (Dem.)  of 
Illinois  asserted,  that,  "while  senators  are  strufrfflino-  for 
the  rights  of  the  negro,  they  forget  the  white  race,  —  the 
race  that  has  made  this  country  so  great  and  so  glorious  ; 
that  has  upheld  your  flag  in  triumph  on  every  ocean, 
and  has  carried  your  commerce  to  all  the  civilized  ports 
of  the  earth."  On  the  8th  of  March,  Mr.  Brown  (Rep.) 
of  Missouri  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
third  section,  making  the  "mother,  wife,  and  children" 
of  the  colored  soldier  free,  and  inserting  an  amendment 
re-affirming  the  President's  proclamation  of  emancipa- 
tion,   and    abolishing    slavery   throughout    the    United 
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States.  IK'  alliniu'd,  in  an  flahoi'ate  sijoocli  of  rare 
beauty  and  tbree,  "that  slavery  yet  li\etli,  tlu;  diseii.s- 
sion  wliicli  has  attended  every  measure  introduced  here 
trenching  upon  it  suflieiently  attests.  Neither  dead,  nor 
Avillini;  to  die,  but  strufinling  for  being,  by  joint  and 
ligatuiv  and  tissue  and  ner\(',  that  some  centre  of  future 
growth  may  hu-k  inuU'r  proviso  or  exception,  its  vitality 
's  iij»held  in  this  luuir  by  ap[)eal  to  the  same  constitu- 
tionalisms and  local  countenance  that  will  be  swift  to 
maintain  it  hereafter  if  this  e[)och  shall  pass  without  its 
utter  extinction.  The  soldier  who  has  worn  our  mii- 
form  and  serNcd  under  oiu-  flag  must  not  hereafter  labor 
as  a  slave.  Nor  would  It  be  tolerable  that  his  wife,  his 
mother,  or  his  child,  should  be  the  property  of  another. 
The  instinctive  feeling  of  every  man  of  generous  impulse 
would  revolt  at  such  a  spectacle.  The  guaranty  of 
freedom  for  himself,  his  mother,  his  wife,  and  his  child, 
is  the  inevitable  incident  of  the  em])loyment  of  a  slave  as 
a  soldier.  If  you  have  not  the  jxnver,  or  do  not  mean, 
to  emancipate  liim,  and  those  w'ith  whom  he  is  connect- 
ed by  domestic  ties,  then,  in  the  name  of  God  and 
humanity,   do  not  employ  him  as  a  soldier  I  " 

On  the  iSth  of  March,  Mr.  lirown  Avithdrew  his 
amendment  ;  and  Mr.  A\'ilson  moved  to  strike  out  the 
entire  bill,  and  insert,  "  That  when  any  j)erson  of  Atrican 
descent,  whose  service  or  labor  is  claimed  In  any  State 
under  the  laws  thereof,  shall  be  nuistered  into  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  his  Avife  and 
children,  if  any  he  liave,  shall  for  ever  thereafter  be  fiec, 
anv  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoever,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding  ;  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mission appointed  in  each  of  the  slave  States  represented 
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in  Congress  initlcr  the  provisions  of  tlie  twenty-fourth 
section  of  the  '  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
for  enrolHng  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  March  3,  1863,'  approved 
Feb.  24,  18(34,  to  award  to  each  loyal  person,  to  whom 
the  wife  and  children  aforesaid  may  owe  service,  a  just 
compensation,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  which 
may  be  appropriated  by  Congress  for  that  purpose."  "I 
propose,"  he  said,  "in  this  amendment,  to  make  the  sol- 
dier's wife  and  children  free,  no  matter  to  whom  they 
belong.  We  have  provided  in  the  Enrolment  Act,  that 
a  sla^■e  enlisted  into  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  is  free  when  he  is  mustered  into  the  service.  AVe 
have  exercised  that  great  power  to  strengthen  the  Gov- 
ernment in  putting  down  the  Rebellion.  We  have 
enlisted  about  eighty  thousand  colored  men,  and  we 
are  continuing  to  enlist  colored  men,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  But,  sir,  the  enlistment  of  colored  men 
causes  a  vast  deal  of  suffering ;  for  a  great  wrong  is 
done  to  their  families,  and  especially  is  that  so  in  the 
State  of  Missouri.  Those  wives  and  children  Avho  are  left 
behind,  maybe  sold,  may  be  abused;  and  how  can  a 
soldier  fight  the  battles  of  our  country  when  he  receives 
the  intelligence  that  the  wife  he  left  at  home,  and  the 
little  ones  he  left  around  his  hearth,  were  sold  into  per- 
petual slavery,  —  sold  where  he  would  never  see  them 
more?  Sir,  if  there  be  a  crime  on  earth  that  should 
be  promptly  punished,  it  is  the  crime  of  selling  into 
slavery,  in  a  distant  section  of  the  country,  the  wixes  and 
children  of  the  soldiers  who  are  fighting  the  battles  of 
our  bleeding  country.  Now  wife  and  children  plead  to 
the  husband  and  father  not  to  enlist,  —  to  remain  at 
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homo  f"(ii-  tliclr  |ii'(iicctinii.  l*;t>s  this  l)ill,  and  the  wife 
and  childnii  will  l.tMccli  ihat  hushand  and  I'ath^T  to 
fij^ht  l'i)i'  ihf  c.iiniti y,  iur  hi>  lilicriy,  and  iiir  their  t'ree- 
doin."  Mr.  \'v  ilkinsoa  nioNcd  tu  strike  out  the  second 
seetion  of  the  anuauhnent,  wliich  ])roposed  to  j)ay  the 
estimated  \:due  ot'  \vi\cs  and  chihh'eu  of  eohjred  sol- 
(hti-.-.  Mr.  Ponii  i(iy  wuuhl  amend  that  section.  "I 
shuuUl  liki,"  \iv  said,  "  to  lia\e  that  section  amended  in 
the  eiglith  line  hy  strikini;'  out  the  words,  '  to  award  to 
each  loyal  person  to  whom  the  wife  and  children  afore- 
said may  owe  service  a  just  compensation,'  and  inserting, 
'  to  settle  the  account  between  each  such  person  made 
free  and  liis  or  her  ownei",  and  aw  aid  to  vm-h  parts'  such 
just  compensation  as  may  be  found  due.'"' 

^Ir.  Sherman  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  Thurs- 
day next,  with  a  view  that  we  may  act  upon  the  main 
proposition,  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Sunmer  said  the  main 
cpicstion  was  to  hit  slavery  w'herever  and  whcne^•er  it 
could  be  found.  "  1  think  it  is  a  measure  to  iill  u[)  oiu' 
armies,"  said  ^Ir.  W  ilson  ;  "  and  it  ought  not  to  be  post- 
poned an  hour.  Then,  as  a  matter  ot  justice,  how  can 
you  go  to  a  man,  and  a>k  iiim  to  enlist  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  his  country,  when  he  knows,  that,  the  moment 
his  back  is  tiu-ned,  his  wife  and  children  will  be  sold  to 
strangers?"  Mr.  ^^"ilkinsou  ijclieved  the  vote  to  be  a 
most  important  one,  and  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Sjierman 
woidd  allow  it  to  be  more  fully  consitlered.  Mr.  Lane 
of  Kansas  diflercd  with  ^Ir.  A\'ilkInson  "as  to  the  question 
of  time.  This  is  a  bill,  that,  in  my  opinion,  should  be 
voted  upon  at  the  very  earliest  day,  or  else  we  should 
stop  enlisting  black  men."'    Mr.  Grimes  said,  "Here  is  a 
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bill,  ■which,  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  very  important  that  we 
should  pass  at  an  early  day  in  some  shape  or  other, 
either  in  the  shape  in  which  the  senator  from  Massa- 
sachusetts  (Mr.  Wilson)  presents  it  to  us,  and  which  I 
do  not  really  approve,  or  as  proposed  to  be  amended 
by  the  senator  from  Minnesota  (Mr.  Wilkinson),  or 
as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  senator  from  j\Iis- 
souri  (Mr.  Brown)  ;  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  bill 
that  is  before  us,  or  that  is  likely  to  be  before  us 
to-day,  which  deserves  the  careful  and  the  immediate 
attention  of  Congress  more  than  this  bill  does."  —  "I 
suggested,"  said  ]VIi'.  Sherman,  "in  its  discussion,  a 
long  time  ago,  practical  difficulties  which  the  senator 
from  Massachusetts  has  not  met.  Who  is  the  wife 
of  a  slave?  Who  is  the  child  of  a  slave?  What  is 
the  use  of  passing  this  bill,  without  employing  some 
definite  and  distinctive  language  that  will  embrace  the 
persons  w^hom  it  is  designed  to  embrace  ?  "  Mr.  Brown 
said,  "  You  have  the  fact  before  you,  that  these  col- 
ored soldiers  are  going  into  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  You  have  the  further  fact  before  you,  that 
slave-owners  are  hounding  on  a  persecution  in  the  Bor- 
der States,  and  selling  the  waives  and  children  of  those 
soldiers,  making  merchandise  of  their  flesh  and  blood, 
and  doing  it  as  a  punishment  for  their  entry  into  our 
army  as  volunteers  for  our  defence.  Shall  we  toler- 
ate that  scene?  Shall  we  legislate  here,  sending  men 
day  after  day  to  sacrifice  their  lives  for  our  protection, 
and  yet  sit  quietly  by,  Avith  no  legislation  to  ])revent, 
and  see  others  sending  the  wd^es  and  children  of 
those  men  day  after  day  into  further  and  harsher  bond- 
age because  they  have  done  so?"  —  "I  do  not,"  said 
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ISIr.  (iriincs,  '"  aj)[)n'lK'ncl.tliat  there  is  iijoing'  to  be  any 
oreat  trouble  in  aseertaininii'  who  are  the  wives  and 
ehildrcii  of  tliese  men.  As  lias  been  well  said  l)v  the 
senator  t'roni  Missouri,  we  all  know  that  the  laws  of  the 
slave  States  do  not  recouni/.e  the  relation  of  husband 
and  w  ite,  or  parent  and  child  ;  but  we  reeognize  the  taet 
that  such  relations  do  dt  fdclo  exist,  and  that  is  enough 
for  our  purpose  :  it  ought  to  be  enough  ;  and  we  shall 
be  justified  by  the  people  of  the  eountry  who  sent  us 
here  in  regarding  it  as  enough  fur  all  the  purposes 
of  this  bill." 

"There  are,"  said  Mr.  Sherman,  ''grave  questions  of 
constitutii)nal  power  iuNolved  in  this  proposition.  The 
general  objeet  proposed  to  be  acct)m})lished,  I  desire  as 
mueh  as  any  one  ;  but  I  want  to  do  it  in  an  effective 
way  :  and  1  think  it  is  mueh  wiser  for  us  to  defer  all 
these  propositions  in  regard  to  slavery,  until  we  can,  by 
a  general  plan  based  upon  a  constitutional  amendment 
proposed  by  Congress,  and  submitted  to  the  people, 
aided  by  auxiliary  legislation,  wij)e  out  the  whole  sys- 
tem in  the  mode  provided  by  the  Constitution."  — 
"The  senator  from  Ohio,"  said  Mr.  Wilson,  "takes  the 
position,  that,  because  there  is  a  ])roj)osition  pending  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  a})olish 
slavery,  we  are  to  do  nothing  else  against  slavery.  Sir, 
I  say  it  is  sound  policy  to  strike  this  system  of  slavery 
whenever  and  wherever  you  can  '^ct  a  blow  at  it.  It 
is  to  perish,  if  it  perish  at  all,  by  hedging  it  around 
by  everv  enactment,  breaking  down  every  barrier  that 
surrounds  it,  and  defeating  the  three  hundred  thousand 
bayonets  behind  which  it  is  intrenched."  Mr.  Conness 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Connnittce  on  Slavery  and 
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Freetlmen.  Mr.  Wilson  ol)jectecl  to  the  rccommltincut 
of  the  bill,  and  modified  his  amendment  by  withdrawing 
the  second  section.  jNIr.  C'onness  said  it  was  not  in 
a  condition  that  he  conld  vote  for  it.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  would  come  to  a  vote  on  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit. ]\Ir.  Carlile  would  refer  it  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  He  thought  the  difficulties  that  had  been 
suggested  as  to  ascertaining  who  are  the  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  the  party  will  not  be  found  to  be  great  in  prac- 
tical operation.  "The  great  question,"  he  said,  "which 
stands  in  my  way  in  support  of  this  bill,  is  the  question 
of  power."  iSIr.  Clark  ojjposed  recommitment.  It 
would  return  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  Avith  the 
same  question  embarrassing  it.  He  would  discuss  the 
question  in  the  Senate.  He  said,  "  Here  you  desire  to 
put  soldiers  in  your  army,  and  those  soldiers  have  their 
wives  and  their  children.  You  are  desirous  of  putting 
those  soldiers  in  the  service  at  the  earliest  moment ;  and 
the  people  who  want  to  prevent  those  soldiers  from  going 
into  the  army  take  these  very  means  to  torment  the  sol- 
dier, so  that  he  shall  not  go  in.  The  master  says  to  him, 
in  effect,^  If  you  go  into  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
and  fight  the  battles  of  the  country,  I  will  sell  your  wife  ; 
I  will  abuse  your  children.'  That  is  very  much  worse 
than  the  rendition  of  a  fugitive  slave  ;  and  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  which  would  take  place  months 
hence  does  not  cure  or  remedy  the  evil."  Mr.  Doolittle 
asked  ]\Ir.  Clark  if  he  had  evidence  that  loyal  masters 
"  abused  their  women  and  children."  —  "  We  know,"  re- 
plied ]Mr.  Clark,  "  that  everywhere  in  these  loyal  States 
there  are  men  who  are  in  sympathy  with  the  Rebellion. 
We  know  that  men  in  the  loy.'il  States  are  opposed  to 
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the  nogToes  goiny;  into  the  service.  Many  of  those 
nu'ii  —  I  will  not  say  all  —  would  he  willing  to  punish 
the  negro  it"  he  went  in,  it'  they  are  in  sympathy  with 
the  Rebellion,  l)y  the  abuse  of  his  wife  and  children. 
They  wish  to  deter  him  from  going  into  the  service  if 
they  can  ;  and  they  say  to  him,  '  Xot  only  shall  vour 
wife  and  children  have  no  care,  no  food,  no  protection, 
hut  they  shall  be  sold  into  slavery ;  and,  when  you 
return  from  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Union,  you  shall 
find  yoiu'  liome  desolate,  your  wife  gone  no  one  knows 
where  in  slavery,  and  your  children  all  sent  away.'" 
]\Ir.  Howard  hoped  this  bill  would  not  be  referred  to  the 
rludiciary  Committee.  He  said,  "There  maybe  some 
ditHculty  in  the  apprehension  of  some  gentlemen,  per- 
haps, as  to  who  cau  claim  to  be  the  wife  or  the  child  of 
a  slave  ;  inasmuch  as  the  laws  of  the  slaveholding  States 
do  not  recognize  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  and 
of  parent  and  child,  in  that  class.  I  know  of  no  other 
mode  of  solving  this  difficulty  than  this  :  that  that  per- 
son shall  bo  held  to  be  the  wife  of  the  slave  who  rcc- 
ogTiizes  the  slave  to  be  her  husband,  and  whose  husband 
recogTiizes  the  woman  to  be  his  wife  ;  adopting  the  same 
principle  of  the  common  law  that  a[)plies  in  other 
cases,  —  a  simple  recognition  of  the  relation  of  husband 
and  wife,  and  of  parent  and  child."  ]\Ir.  Fcssenden 
said,  "My  doubt  of  course  was,  in  the  beginning, 
whether,  in  taking  j)ersons  of  this  description,  and 
insisting  that  they  should  render  military  service,  we 
could  go  so  far  as  to  liberate  other  persons  connected 
\sith  them.  That  was  a  very  serious  difficulty  ;  but, 
sir,  1  have  been  convinced  that  we  can  do  any  thing 
that  is  necessary  to  be  done  in  order  to  accomjjlish  the 
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purpose  that  we  have  in  view,  and  which  is  not  only  a 
legal,  but  a  necessary  purpose,  —  the  salvation  and 
per})etuation  of  the  Republic." 

The  Senate,  on  the  21st,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill.  ]Mr.  Wilson  said,  "  I  desire,  after  consulting 
with  some  senators,  to  modify  the  amendment  that  I 
offered  to  the  bill,  by  adding,  after  the  word  'wife,'  the 
words, '  meaning  thereby  the  woman  regarded  and  treat- 
ed by  him  as  such.'  " — "I  move,"  said  Mr.  Davis,  "to 
amend  the  amendment  by  adding  to  it,  '  and  the  loyal 
owner  or  owners  of  the  wife  or  children  of  all  slaves 
taken  into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  just  compensation  for  such  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  said  slaves.'"  He  maintained  that  slaves  were 
property ;  that,  as  such,  they  could  only  be  taken  for 
pubhc  use  by  paying  a  just  compensation.  "The  party 
in  power  are  grinding  us  to  the  dust  by  the  weight  and 
tyrannies  of  an  organized  military  despotism.  These 
usurpers  and  oppressors  are  seizing  upon  our  able- 
bodied  negro  slaves,  and  organizing  them  into  a  standing 
army  already  numbering  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  to  be  augmented  far  beyond  those  figures,  to 
hold  us  in  hapless  and  hopeless  political,  social,  and 
commercial  servitude  to  themselves.  Belshazzar  and  his 
host  are  now  drunk  and  feasting  ;  but  Cyrus  and 
the  Persians  will  soon  be  upon  them.  The  aroused 
American  freemen  will  effect  their  own  deliverance  at 
the  ides  of  next  November."  —  "This  bill,"  said  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  "  is  to  give  freedom  to  the  wives  and  children 
of  the  soldiers  who  fight  our  battles  for  the  Government 
and  for  freedom.  It  has  been  claimed,  that,  if  this  bill 
shall  pass,  it  will  work  the  emancipation  of  the  whole 
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every  n\  ulet  in  Vir<iiiiia  with  their  Mood,  and  ahnost 
every  sod  of"  the  Old  Doininiou  was  pressing  upon  the 
grave  of"  a  hine-eyed  soldier  of"  the  Xorth,  we  turned 
our  backs  c<^)l(Ily  upon  the  onI\-  friends  we  had  in  the 
rebellious  States,  and  saitl  to  them,  '  You  are  black, 
and  are  not  worthy  to  suffer  and  die  for  freedom  :  we 
Avould  I'ather  lost-  our  own  lil)erties  than  to  i^ive  freedom 
to  a  nation  of  slaves.'  1  do  not  know  but  that  it  was 
the  desi<ji;n  of  Providence  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  people 
of  the  Noith  to  their  true  interests,  imtil  they  had  paid 
the  full  penalty  for  their  participation  in  the  great  crime 
of  human  slavery  in  this  Government.  There  is  a 
retributive  justice  in  this  war,  as  the  senator  from 
Maryland  said,  and  it  is  visited  alike  upon  the  North 
and  the  South  ;  for  the  Xorth  as  well  as  the  South  has 
been  a  guilty  participator  in  the  foulest  crime  that  ever 
blackened  the  character  of  a  nation." 

On  the  22d,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill ;  and  j\Ir.  AVilley  (Union)  of  West  Virginia 
addressed  the  Senate.  He  said  he  was  disposed  to 
believe  the  cases  of  vindictive  cruelty  to  wdiich  allusions 
had  been  made  were  "  more  justly  attributable  to  the 
impending  universal  emancipation  of  slavery  in  Missouri 
than  to  any  exasperation  of  the  master  growing  out  of 
the  enlistment  of  his  slave."  He  thought  the  jiassagc 
of  the  bill  would  "  lead  to  very  distressing  difficulties 
in  the  States  where  these  slaves  live.  There  can  be," 
he  declared,  "in  Virginia,  between  slaves,  no  legal 
marriage  ;  there  can  be  no  wife  in  the  eye  of  the  law  ; 
there  can  be  no  children  of  slaves  in  the  eves  of  the 
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I:iw."     The   bill   was    not    brought    to    a    vote    in    the 
Senate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  18th  of  May,  INIr.  AYiLson 
introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  encourage  enlistments, 
and  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  military  forces  of 
the  United  States.  This  resolution  provided  that  the 
wife  and  children  of  any  person  that  has  been  or  may  be 
mustered  into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  be  for  ever  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  cus- 
tom whatsoever,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  that, 
in  determining  who  is  the  wife  and  who  are  the  children 
of  the  enlisted  person,  e^■idence  that  he  and  the  woman 
claimed  to  be  his  Avife  have  lived  together,  associated  as 
husband  and  wife,  and  so  continued  to  live  or  associate 
at  the  time  of  the  enlistment,  or  that  a  form  of  marriage, 
whether  the  same  was  or  w^as  not  authorized  or  recog- 
nized by  law,  has  been  celebrated  between  them,  and 
that  the  parties  thereto  thereafter  lived  together  or 
associated  as  husband  and  wife,  and  so  continued  to  live 
or  associate  at  the  time  of  the  enlistment,  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient  proof  of  a  marriage  ;  and  the  children 
of  any  such  marriages  born  while  the  same  continued, 
although  it  had  ceased  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  children  mentioned  in 
this  resolution.  The  joi'o visions  of  this  resolution  were 
reported,  moved  as  amendments  to  several  bills,  but 
failed  to  be  brought  to  the  test  of  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  The  joint  resolution  to  make  free  the  wives 
and  children  of  colored  soldiers  is  pending  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  will  doubtless  be  pressed  at  the  next  session. 
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CHAPTER   XVII. 

A  BUREAU  OF  FKEEDMEN. 

MKMoltlAL  t)F  THE  MASSACHCSETTS  EMANCIPATION  LEAGUE.  —  MR.  ELIOT'S 
lUI.L.  —  SELECT  COMMiriEK  ON  EMANCIPATION.  —  KKEEDMEN's  BILL 
HEPORTED  BY  MR.  ELIOT.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  ELIOT.  —  MR.  COX. — 
MR.  COLE.  —  MR.  BROOKS.  —  MR.  KliLLEY.  —  MR.  DAWSON.  —  MR.  PRICE. 
—  MR.  KN.VPP.  —  MR.  PENDLETON.  —  PASSAGE  OF  MR.  ELIOT'S  BILL. — 
MR.  SUMNER'S  BILL.  —  MR.  ELIOT'S  BILL  REPORTED  BY  MR.  SU.MNER, 
WITH  AN  AMENDMENT.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  SPEECH.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S 
AMENDMENT  AMENDED  AND  ADOPTED  IN  THE  SENATE.  —  THE  HOUSE 
POSTPONE   THE   BILL  TO  THE   NE.\T   SESSION. 

IX  the  Senate,  on  the  12th  of  January,  18G3,  ]\Ir. 
Wilson  (Kep.)  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Eman- 
cipation League  of  Massachusetts,  setting  forth  the 
needs  of  the  new-made  freedmen  and  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  and  praying  for  the  immediate  establish- 
ment of  a  Bureau  of  Emancipation  ;  ■which  was  ordei'ed 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ]Military 
Affairs.  In  the  House,  on  the  19th,  ^Ir.  Eliot  (Rep.) 
of  ^lassachusetts  introduced  a  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau 
of  Emancipation  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Emancipation,  of  which  Mr.  White  (Rep.) 
of  Indiana   was    Ciuiirman. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  18(53,  Mr.  Eliot  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Emancipation ; 
whicli  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine,  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Eliot  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Kelley 
(Rep.)    of   Pennsyhania,   Mr.  Knapp  (Dem.)  of  Illi- 
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nois,  ]\Ir.  Ortli  (Rep.)  of  Indiana,  ^Ir.  Boyd  (Rep.) 
of  Missouri,  Mr.  Kalbtleisch"  (Deni.)  of  Xcw  York, 
Mr.  Cobb  ( Rep.  )  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Anderson 
(Union)  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Middleton  (Dem.)  of 
New  Jersey.  On  the  23d,  Mr.  Eliot  reported  from  the 
Select  Committee  a  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Eman- 
cipation ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee.  On  the  13th  of  January, 
1864,  Mr.  Eliot  reported  back  the  bill  with  an  amend- 
ment. ]\Ir.  Kalbfleisch  made  a  minority  report.  On 
the  10th  of  February,  the  bill  came  up  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Eliot  offered  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill.  Mr. 
Hoi  man  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  Mr.  Cox  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  moved  to  refer  it 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  Speaker  ruled 
that  Mr.  Eliot  held  the  floor.  Mr.  Eliot  addressed  the 
House  in  fixvor  of  his  bill  in  an  earnest  and  able  speech. 
He  said  the  freedmen  were  "  the  children  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Quick  to  learn  ;  appreciating  kindnesses,  and 
returning  them  with  veneration  and  afl^ection ;  earnest 
to  acquire  property,  because  that,  too,  is  proof  of  man- 
hood,—  they  ask  but  opportunity  and  guidance  and  edu- 
cation for  a  season,  and  then  they  will  repay  you,  some 
thirty,  some  sixty,  and  some  an  hundred  fold.  ...  So 
shall  this,  your  act,  give  to  the  freedmen  of  the  South, 
and  to  all  the  freemen  whom  you  represent,  '  beauty  for 
ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  garment  of' 
praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness.' " 

On  the  17th,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Mr.  Eliot's  bill,  and  Mr.  Cox  spoke  against  its 
enactment.  He  declared  that  "  not  merely  has  the 
President's  proclamation  been   made  a  living  lie,  but 
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the  thousaiuls  of  corpses  daily  hurried  out  of  the  contra- 
band hovels  and  tents  along  the  ^lississippi  prove  it  to 
have  been  a  dtadhj  lie.  Neither  the  judgment  of  man 
nor  the  favor  of  God  can  be  invoked  without  mockery 
\ipon  a  fanatical  project  so  fraught  with  misery  to  the 
■weak,  and  wholesale  slaughter  to  its  deluded  victims." 
Mr.  Cole  (Rep.)  of  California  followed  on  the  18th  in 
an  earnest  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill  anil  the  policy  of 
freedom.  ]Mr.  Kalbtieisch,  on  the  IDth,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  measure.  !Mr.  Brooks  (Dem.)  of  Xew 
York  said,  ''The  bill  is  vast  in  its  territory,  vast  in  its 
objects,  vast  in  its  purposes,  vast  in  its  intentions." 
lie  declared,  "  Whenever  a  gentleman  from  ^lassachu- 
setts  in  these  our  latter  days  introduces  any  bill  or  pro- 
jxnmds  any  ])rop()sition  for  the  consideration  of  tiie 
House,  1  always  listen  to  him  with  attentive  ears,  with 
apprehension,  with  something  of  awe  ;  nay,  with  that 
deep  interest  that  the  Roman  of  old  must  have  listened 
to  the  unrolling  of  the  leaves  of  the  Sibyl,  or  the  Greek 
to  the  utterings  of  the  oracle  in  Delphos.  Massachu- 
setts is  now  the  leading  power  in  this  country.  A\'hat- 
ever  she  decrees  is  in  all  probability  to  he  law.  She 
exercises  the  same  control  over  this  vast  country,  which 
stretches  from  the  Passamaquoddy  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pacific,  that  was  exer- 
cised by  imperial  Rome,  on  the  little  Tiber,  from  the 
Pillars  of  Hercules  to  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris.  Boston, 
lier  capital,  is  well  called  the  hub  of  our  universe,  with 
her  spokes  now  inserted  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  the  great  A\'est,  and  the  great  Xorth-west,  the 
rim  ot"  whose  wheel  miw  runs  with  frightful,  crusliing 
velocity  from  that  PassauKUjUoddy  to  that    Rio   Grande. 
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...  I  know  the  spirit  of  Massachusetts.  I  know  lier 
inexorable,  unappeasable,  demoniac  energy."  He 
thought  "  this  freedmen's  bill  not  worthy  of  the  prac- 
tical mind  of  Massachusetts.  ...  It  must  have  come 
from  some  of  the  freedmen's  commissioners, — perhaps 
from  Robert  Dale  Owen  ;  for  the  bill  is  Socialistic,  Fou- 
rieristic,  Owenistic,  erotic."  On  the  23d,  Mr.  Kelley, 
a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  that  reported  the  bill, 
spoke  eloquently  in  favor  of  its  passage.  In  reply  to 
Mr.  Brooks,  he  said,  "I  am  no  son  of  Massachusetts  or 
New  England,  as  the  gentleman  is,  but  I  remember, 
that  in  ray  wayward  youth,  being  free  from  the  inden- 
ture that  had  bound  me  to  a  long  apprenticeship,  but 
not  having  attained  manhood,  I  wandered  from  my 
native  Pennsylvania,  counter  to  the  current  tide  of  emi- 
gration, in  pursuit  of  employment,  and  found  a  home  in 
Massachusetts  ;  and  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  paiTse  for  a 
moment  to  feebly  testify  my  gratitude  to  her,  in  whom 
I  found  a  gentle  and  generous  foster-mother.  I  thank 
God  for  the  Puritan  spirit  of  Massachusetts.  A  boy, 
poor,  friendless,  and  in  pursuit  of  wages  for  manual  toil, 
I  found  open  to  me,  in  the  libraries  of  Boston,  the 
science,  history,  and  literature  of  the  world.  At  a  cost 
that  even  the  laboring  man  did  not  feel,  I  found,  night 
after  night,  and  Aveek  after  week,  in  her  lyceums  and 
lecture-rooms,  the  means  of  intercourse  with  her  Ban- 
crofts, her  Brownsons,  her  Everetts,  her  Channings,  her 
Prescotts,  her  Emersons,  and  scores  of  others  as  learned 
and  as  able  sons  as  these,  though  perhaps  less  distin- 
guished. I  tlnis  learned  what  it  was  to  be  an  American 
citizen,  and  to  wliat  a  height  American  civilization  will 
be  carried  ;  and  I  found  four  years  of  life  spent  at  well- 
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paid  toil  worth  to  me  what  the  same  mimbei*  of  yeara 
in  a  colK'^c  mJLiht  ha\o  hci'ii.  .  .  .  You  need  ncjt  tear 
that  tlii>  lilack  race  will  lade  away.  The  <j;lowing  South, 
the  land  of  the  tropics,  genial  to  tlicni,  invites  its  owu 
(leNeloiiincnt,  and  will  insure  that  of  tiiis  race." 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  hill  on 
the  24th;  and  Mr.  Dawson  (Dcm.)  of  Pennsyhania 
made  an  elahorate  and  ahle  speech  in  op[)osition  to  the 
policy  of  the  Administration.  Mr.  Davis  of  jNIaryland 
followed  on  the  2")th  in  a  speecli  of  eloquence  and  pow- 
er. Mr.  Knapp  (Dem.)  of  Illinois  addressed  the  House 
on  the  1st  of  jNIarch  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Price  (Uep.)  of  Iowa  spoke  for  the  bill,  and 
sharply  replied  to  Mr.  Cox.  iSIr.  Eliot  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  sustained  by  the  House.  ^Ir. 
Eliot  yielded  a  portion  of  his  hour  to  close  the  debate 
to  ^Ir.  Pendleton  (Dem.)  of  Ohio,  who  spoke  briefly 
but  forcibly  against  the  ri^ht  to  enact  the  bill.  He 
thought  the  freedmen,  numbering  more  than  half  a  mil- 
lion, "long  for  the  repose  and  <[uiet  of  their  old  homes, 
and  the  care  of  their  masters  ;  that  freedom  has  not  been 
to  them  tlie  jiromised  boon  ;  that  e\  en  thus  soon  it  has 
proven  itself  to  be  a  life  of  torture,  ending  only  in 
certain  and  speedy  death."'  Mr.  ^\'adsworth,  by  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Eliot,  spoke  briefly  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  ]\Ir.  Eliot,  being  anxious  to  take  the  vote, 
declined  to  close  the  debate.  Mr.  Brooks's  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill  was  lost,  and  the  substitute  moved 
by  Mr.  Eliot  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Mallory  (Dem.)  of 
Kentucky  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  — yeas  G2, 
nays  G8.  ]\Ir.  ]\Iallory  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  ;    and  they  were  ordered.      The 
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question  was  taken, — yeas  69,  nays  67.      So  the   bill 
passed  the  House. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  2d  of  jNIarch,  Mr.  Eliot's  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Slavery,  of  which 
]Mr.  Sumner  was  chairman.  On  the  12th  of  April, 
Mr.  Sumner  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
Slavery  a  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Freedmen  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  On  the 
25th  of  ]\Iay,  l\Ir.  Sumner  reported  back  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Slavery  Mr.  Eliot's  bill,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  original  bill,  and  insert  his  bill  in 
lieu  of  it.  On  the  8th  of  June,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  bill,  the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  the  substitute  reported  by  Mr.  Sumner  as 
an  amendment.  Air.  Sumner  explained  the  provisions 
of  his  substitute  for  the  House  bill,  and  earnestly  and 
eloquently  pressed  the  importance  of  prompt  action. 
"The  opportunity,"  he  declared,  "must  not  be  lost,  of 
helping  so  many  persons  who  are  now  helpless,  and 
of  aiding  the  cause  of  reconciliation,  without  which 
peace  cannot  be  assured."  Mr.  Ricliardson  (Dem.) 
of  Illinois  opposed  the  bill,  and  bitterly  assailed  the 
Administration. 

On  the  14th,  Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau 
of  Freedmen's  Affairs.  Mr.  M'Dougall  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  —  yeas  23,  nays  11.  Several  important 
amendments  were  made  ;  not,  however,  changing  the 
general  features  of  the  measure.  Air.  Carlile  (Dem.) 
of  Virginia  moved  to  jwstpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  the  first  Alonday  of  December  next,  — -  yeas 
13,  nays  23.     Mr.  Willey  (Union)  of  West  Virginia, 
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earnestly  opposed  and  severely  criticised  the  bill,  and 
i\Ir.  Sumner  sharply  replied  to  Mr.  Willey's  remarks. 
On  the  27th,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  ;  and  se\  eral  amendments  were  offered  by  the 
friends  and  opponents  of  the  measure.  Mr.  Trumbull 
nio\ed  to  amend  the  bill  by  adopting  a  new  section, 
repealing  the  last  clause  of  a  joint  resolution  explanatory 
of  the  Confiscation  Act.  On  the  28th,  the  vote  was 
taken  on  ^Ir.  Trumbull's  amendment ;  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed,—  yeas  23,  nays  15.  ]\Ir,  Doolittle  moved  that  all 
a^isistant  commissioners  and  superintendents  and  other 
officers  be  so  far  considered  in  the  military  service  as  to 
be  liable  to  trial  by  court  martial ;  and  the  amendment 
■was  affreed  to.  ]Mr.  AVillev  moved  to  authorize  the 
commissioners  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  gov- 
ernors and  munici])al  authorities,  to  aid  in  securing 
homes  for  the  freedmcn  ;  and  it  was  adopted,  —  yeas  19, 
nays  15.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  sul)- 
stltute  the  word  "treasury,"  and  insert  "war."  —  "I 
have  moved  this  amendment,  because,  in  my  judgment, 
it  is  better,  in  every  aspect  in  whlcli  tlie  case  can  be 
viewed,  that  this  bureau  should  be  in  the  War  De- 
partment, because  the  A\'ar  Department  controls  the 
armies.  The  rebel  States  are  divided  into  military  de- 
partments ;  and  all  the  law  we  administer  there  is  mil- 
itary law,  and  all  the  government  we  exercise  over  them 
is  military  government.  Wiiy  we  should  take  these 
jx'dple,  who  now  tiock  to  the  armv,  and  have  gathered 
around  it  for  proti-etion  and  su[)port,  from  under  the 
control  of  the  Win-  Department,  and  put  them  under 
the  control  of  speculating  treasury  agents,  is  a  thing  I 
cannot  comprehend."     Mr.  Sumner  hoped  the  amend- 
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ment  Avould  not  be  adopted.  He  declared,  "  If  it  should 
be  adopted,  I  shall  consider  the  bill  woi'se  than  nothing." 
"I  do  not  wish,"  replied  Mr.  Wilson,  "to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  giving  a  turn  to  this  bill  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  my  colleague,  who  has  had  the  direction  of  it ; 
and,  having  stated  my  opinion,  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment." Mr.  Sumner's  substitute  for  the  House  bill 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  reported  to  the  Senate 
as  amended.  INIr.  Johnson  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  treasury,"  and  insert  the  word  "  war,"  —  yeas  15, 
nays  20.  Mr.  Davis  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  in  denunciation  of  the  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion ;  and  ]\Ir.  Wilkinson  sharply  replied  to  !Mr.  Davis. 
^Ir.  Hendricks  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  ]Mr. 
Chandler  earnestly  ad\'Ocated  the  policy  of  using  the 
negTO  to  put  down  the  Rebellion.  "A  secession  traitor," 
he  declared,  "is  beneath  a  loyal  negro.  I  would  let  a 
loyal  negro  vote  ;  I  would  let  him  testify  ;  I  would  let 
him  fight ;  I  would  let  him  do  any  other  good  thing  ; 
and  I  would  exclude  a  secession  traitor.  I  say  this 
deliberately,  that  in  Kentucky,  in  Tennessee,  in  Ala- 
bama, in  Louisiana,  in  South  Carolina,  in  every  single 
rebel  St^ite,  I  consider  a  loyal  negro  better  than  a  seces- 
sion traitor,  and  I  will  treat  him  better.  ]\Iake  the 
most  of  it."  — "The  policy,"  said  Mr.  M'Dougall, 
"proposed  by  this  bill,  is  an  outrage  upon  Christianity 
and  hvmianity  :  and  as  such,  with  a  severe  sense  of  duty, 
I  denounce  it."  Mr.  Buckalcw  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and  they  were  ordered, 
—  yeas  21,  nays  9.  So  the  bill  "to  establish  a  Bureau 
of  Freedmen  "  passed  the  Senate  on  tlie  28th  of  June. 
In  the  House,  on  the  2d  of  July,  Mr.  Eliot,  from  the 
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Select  Committor  on  Emancipation,  reported  back  liis 
I  till  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  moved  that 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  be  non-concurred  in. 
Mr.  A\  ashlmrne  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  expressed  the  hope 
that  Mr.  Kliot  would  withdraw  his  report,  and  let  the 
call  of  the  couunittees  jjo  on.  ^Tr.  Eliot  could  not 
consent  to  that.  Mi-.  (Jiiswold  (Dem.)  of  New  York 
wished  to  know  if  it  would  he  in  order  to  move  to  lay 
the  hill  on  the  table.  Mr.  Washburne  suj^gested  that 
he  could  move  the  postponement  to  the  next  session. 
INIr.  Griswold  moved  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  20th  of  December  next.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  bill  will  come  up  for  con- 
sideration at  the  next  session. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

RECONSTRUCTION  OF  REBEL  STATES. 

MK.  HAELAN's  bill.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  RESOLUTIONS.  —  MR.  ASHLEY'S  BILL. 
—  MR.  HARRIS'S  BILL.  —  MR.  WINTER  DAVIS'S  RESOLUTION.  —  SELECT 
COMMITTEE  ON  RECONSTRUCTION.  —  MR.  DAVIS'S  BILL.  —  REMARKS  OP 
MR.  DAVIS,  MR.  BEAMAN,  MR.  ALLEN,  MR.  SMITHEKS,  MR.  NORTON,  MR. 
BROOMALL,  MR.  SCOFIELD,  MR.  DAWSON,  MR.  WILLIAMS,  MK.  BALDWIN 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  MR.  DONNELLY,  MR.  PEEHAM,  ME.  GOOCH,  MR. 
FERNANDO  WOOD,  MR.  KELLEY,  MR.  BOUTWELL,  MR.  PENDLETON.  — 
MR.  DAVIS'S  SUBSTITUTE. — PASSAGE  OF  MR.  DAVIS'S  BILL.  —  HOUSE 
BILL  REPORTED  BY'  MR.  WADE.  —  MR.  BROWN'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR. 
SUMNER'S  AMENDMENT.  —  PASSAGE  OF  MR.  BKOWN's  SUBSTITUTE.  — 
HOUSE  NON-CONCUR.  —  SENATE  RECEDE.  —  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL.  — 
THE   PRESIDENT   REFUSES  TO   APPROVE   IT. 

IN  the  Senate,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1861,  Mr. 
Harlan  (Rep.)  of  Iowa  introduced  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  provisional  government  in  each  of  the  districts  of 
country  emljraced  within  the  limits  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Tennessee  ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories.  INIr.  Sumner,  on  the 
11th  of  February,  1862,  introduced  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions declaratory  of  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  the  territory  once  occupied  by  certain  States, 
and  now  usurped  by  pretended  governments  without 
constitutional  or  legal  right.  These  resolutions  declare 
that  slavery,  being  a  local  institution,  ceased  to  exist 
when  the  States  no  longer  exist ;  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  Congress  to   see  that  everywhere,  in  this  extensive 
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territory,  slavery  f^tall  cease  to  exist  practically,  as  It  has 
already  ceaseil  to  exist  constitutionally  or  lei^ally  ;  and 
that  any  recognition  of  slavery,  or  surrender  ot"  pretend- 
ed slaves,  hesides  heini;'  a  recognition  of  the  pretended 
go\ernnients,  <ii\  int;"  them  aid  and  comfort,  is  a  denial 
of  the  rights  of  persons,  who,  by  the  extinction  of  the 
States,  have  become  free,  so  that,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, they  cannot  again  be  enslaved.  No  action  was 
taken  on  these  resolutions. 

In  the  House,  Mr.  Ashley  (Rep.)  of  Ohio,  on  the  12th 
of  March,  reported,  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
a  l)ill  for  a  provisional  government  over  the  territory 
in  rebellion.  ]Mr.  Pendleton  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  declared 
that  "  this  bill  ought  to  be  entitled  a  bill  to  dissolve  the 
Union,  and  abolish  the  Constitution  ;  "  and  moved  that 
it  be  laid  upon  the  table.  jNIr.  Bingham  (Rep.)  of 
Ohio  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, — yeas  65,  nays 
56.      So  the  bill   was   laid  upon   the   table. 

Mr,  Harris  (Rep.)  of  New  York,  on  the  14th  of 
February,  introduced  into  the  Senate  a  bill  to  establish 
provisional  governments  in  certain  cases ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  the  Judiciary.  ]Mr.  Harris 
rej)eatedly  pressed  the  consideration  of  the  measure  ; 
but  no  action  was  taken  upon  it.  On  the  3d  of  March, 
1863,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Harris  pro- 
posed to  amend  it  by  striking  out  six  sections,  and 
inserting  three  new  sections.  The  tliird  section  of  the 
amendment  pr(jvided  that  no  law,  whereby  any  person 
has  heretofore  been  held  to  ser\ice  or  labor  in  any  such 
State,  shall  be  recognized  or  enforced  by  any  court  or 
othcer  constituted  or  ap[tointed  under  the  {)rovisions  of 
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this  act ;  and  all  laws  providing  for  the  trial  and  pun- 
ishment of  white  persons  in  any  such  State  shall  be 
deemed,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  applicable  to 
the  trial  and  punishment  of  all  persons  whomsoever 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  court  or  officer.  Mr. 
Carlile  (Dem.)  of  Virginia  moved  to  strike  out  those 
words.  Mr.  Davis  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  —  yeas  15  ;  nays  21.  The  Senate, 
by  a  vote  of  22  to  13,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkinson 
(Rep.)  of  Minnesota,  postponed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  organization  of  Idaho. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, 1863,  Mr.  Stevens  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania 
proposed  that  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
relates  to  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  rebellious 
States  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  nine. 
Mr.  Davis  (Rep.)  of  Maryland  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  appoint  a  committee  of  nine,  to 
whom  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates 
to  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  guarantee  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government  to  the  States  shall  be  referred, 
which  shall  report  the  bills  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  execution  that  guaranty.  After  a  brief  de- 
bate, the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  was  carried,  —  yeas 
91,  nays  80;  and  the  Speaker  aj^jjointed  as  the  se- 
lect committee  Mr.  Davis  (Rep.)  of  Maryland,  Mr. 
Gooch  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  J.  C.  Allen 
(Dem.)  of;  Illinois,  Mr.  Ashley  (Rep.)  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Fenton  (Rep.)  of  New  York,  Mr.  Holman  (Dem.)  of 
Indiana,  Mr.  Smithers  (Rep.)  of  Delaware,  jNIr.  Blow 
(Rep.)  of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  English  (Dem.)  of  Con- 
necticut. 
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(,)ii  tlic  l.")tli  ot"  Ffhnmrv,  Mr.  l);i\i.s  n-pDrtccI  a  hill 
to  uu:iruuti'('  to  certain  States  whose  governments  have 
been  usurped  a  re[)ublican  form  of  government ;  which 
was  read  twice,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted 
to  the  committee. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  on  motion  of  ]\Ir.  Davis,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  guaran- 
teeing to  certain  States  a  re[)ublican  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  bill,  among  other  tilings,  pioxidcd  that  the 
State  constitutional  conventions  to  be  held  shall  incor- 
porate into  the  constitutions  of  the  States  that  invol- 
initarv  servitude  is  for  ever  prohibited,  and  the  freedom 
of  all  persons  is  guaranteed.  The  bill  also  provided 
that  all  persons  held  to  involuntary  servitude  or  labor 
in  the  rebel  States  are  emancipated  and  discharged,  and 
they  and  their  posterity  shall  be  for  ever  free  ;  and,  if 
they  or  their  posterity  shall  be  restrained  of  liberty  un- 
der pretence  of  any  claim  to  such  service  or  labor,  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  shall,  on  habeas  corpus 
discharge  them.  The  bill  also  provided,  that  if  any 
person  declared  free  by  this  act,  or  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  proclamation  of  the  President, 
be  restrained  of  liberty,  with  intent  to  be  held  in  or 
reduced  to  involuntary  servitude  or  laltor,  the  j)erson 
convicted  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  of 
such  act  shall  be  punished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  five 
nor  more  than  twenty  years.  ^Ir.  Davis  addressed  the 
House  eloquently  in  support  ttf  his  bill.  .Mr.  Beaman 
(Rep.)  of  Michigan  earnestly  advocated  the  measure. 
He  closed  his  speech  by  the  emphatic  declaration,  "  By 
no  consent  of  mine  shall  a  single  one  of  the  wayward 
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States  ever  be  permitted  to  partleipate  in  shaping  the 
destinies  of  this  nation,  nntil  she  has  by  her  organic  law 
for  ever  proliibited  invohnitary  servitude,  except  as  a 
punishment  for  crime,  within  all  her  borders  ;  nor,  while 
I  have  life  and  strength,  will  I  cease  to  urge  by  all  con- 
stitutional means  the  freedom  of  every  inhabitant  of  the 
United  States,  Avithout  regard  to  color  or  race." 

On  the  19th  of  April,  the  House  resumed  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Allen,  a  member 
of  the  Select  Committee,  addressed  the  House  in  op- 
position to  its  passage.  "  Some  one,"  he  said,  "  had 
suggested,  that,  when  slavery  Avas  buried,  upon  its 
tombstone  should  be  written,  'Slavery, — died  of  the 
Rebellion.'  I  warn  gentlemen  to  beware,  lest  beside 
the  grave  of  Slavery  be  found  another  grave  and  another 
tombstone,  whereon  History  will  write,  'Civil  Liberty, — 
died  of  Revolution.'"  Mr.  Smithers  of  Delaware  made 
an  earnest  and  able  speech  in  advocacy  of  the  measure. 
''  I  do  not,"  he  said,  "  trust  wholly  to  presidential  proc- 
lamations. I  prefer  to  rest  the  security  of  the  Re- 
public upon  the  safer  and  more  irrefragable  basis  of 
Congressional  enactments.  I  would  not  forego  any 
possible  precaution  against  the  recurrence  of  fraternal 
strife.  Homogeneity  of  institutions  is  our  only  safe- 
guard ;  universal  freedom,  the  only  possible  solution." 
Mr.  Xorton  (Rep.)  of  Illinois  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  and  sharply  criticised  the  speeches  made  in 
favor  of  the  policy  of  peace.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Broomall  (Rep.)  of  Pennsylvania  in  earnest  advocacy 
of  the  bill.  "  Let  us  at  last,"  he  exclaimed,  "  do  justice 
to  our  mothei'-tonoue, — that  in  Avhich  the  "Teat  Enirlisli 
and  the  greater  American  charter  were  written;    that 
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AvliR'li,  troiu  its  infancy,  proclainietl  the  rl<;hts  of  men, 
and  (k'nouneed  the  ci'iiiies  (if  tyrants.  Let  u.s  learn, 
that,  suhlinie  as  it  is  for  t\\v  utterance  of  gi'and  truths, 
it  is  no  lanynacje  to  lie  in."  .Mr.  Scofiehl  (Kep.)  of 
Pennsylvania  spoke  eloquently  in  favor  of  the  policy 
of  emancijjation.  He  thought  \\('  had  exhausted  "all 
concessions  wiiliiii  the  ranyx*  of  possihiJity,  ^\•hi(■h,  if 
made,  would  conciliate  the  slave  power.  l->\cn  ,Jamcs 
Buchanan,  so  gifted  in  ai)asement,  could  find  nothing 
more  in  the  sha[)e  of  the(jry  to  uive  thcui,  and  in  its 
stead  tendered  the  low  villany  of  Lecompton."  Mr. 
Dawson  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania  opj)osed  the  enact- 
ment of  the  bill.  ]\Ir.  Williams  (Kep.)  of  Pennsyl- 
vania followed  in  a  speech  of  rare  beauty  and  masterly 
power.  lie  })aid  a  glowing-  tribute  to  New  England 
and  to  ^Massachusetts.  "Leave  out,"  he  exclaimed, 
"Massachusetts  in  tlic  cold  I  A\'lKit  matters  it  that  no 
tropical  sun  has  fevered  her  Northern  blood  into  the 
delirium  of  treason?  I  know  no  trait  of  tenderness 
more  touchina'  and  moi'C  human  tlian  that  \\\i\\  which 
she  received  back  to  her  arms  the  bodies  of  her  lifeless 
children.  '  Handle  them  tenderly  '  was  the  message  of 
her  loval  governor.  Massachusetts  desired  to  look  once 
more  upon  the  faces  of  her  martyred  sons,  '  marred  as 
they  were  by  traitors.'  She  lifted  gently  the  sable  ])all 
that  covered  them.  She  gave  them  a  soldier's  burial 
and  a  soldier's  farewell;  and  then,  like  David  of  old, 
when  he  was  informed  tliat  the  child  of  his  aifections 
had  ceased  to  li\e,  slu'  rose  to  her  feet,  da-hcd  the  tear- 
drop from  lu'r  e\(',  and  in  twiiity  days  lur  iion-clad 
l^attalions  were  crowning  tlie  heights,  and  her  guns 
frowning  destruction  over  the  streets,  of  the  rebel  city. 
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Shut  out  Massachusetts  in  the  cold  !  Yes  :  you  may 
bhit  her  out  from  the  map  of  the  continent :  you 
may  bring  back  the  gLacial  epoch,  when  the  arctic 
ice-drift  that  has  deposited  so  many  monuments  on  her 
soil  swept  over  her  buried  surface,  —  when  the  polar 
bear,  perhaps,  paced  the  driving  floes,  and  the  walrus 
frolicked  among  the  tumbling  icebergs  :  but  you  cannot 
sink  her  deep  enough  to  drown  the  memory  of  Lex- 
ington and  C*oncord,  or  bury  the  summit  of  the  tall 
column  that  lifts  its  head  over  the  first  of  our  battle- 
fields. '  With  her,'  in  the  language  of  her  great  son, 
'  the  2:)ast  at  least  is  secure.'  The  Muse  of  History  has 
flung  her  story  upon  the  world's  canvas  in  tints  that 
will  not  fade,  and  cannot  die."  Mr.  Baldwin  (Dem.) 
of  jNIichigan  opposed  the  bill  and  the  emancipation 
measures  of  the  Administration.  "  Fanatical  radical- 
ism," he  declared,"  has  gained  the  ascendency  ;  and  the 
war  for  the  last  eighteen  months  has  been  prosecuted, 
not  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  but  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  South."  Mr.  Thayer  (Rep.)  of  Pennsyl- 
vania advocated  the  policy  of  taking  security  for  the 
future  peace  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Yeaman  (Union)  of 
Kentucky  did  not  see  our  power  to  legislate  away  the 
laws  and  institutions  of  States.  "  Viewing  the  bill 
from  the  stand-point  of  those  who  desire  universal  abo- 
lition, it  would  seem  to  be  idle  and  premature  legisla- 
tion, because,  without  military  success,  the  law  is  a  dead 
letter;  and  with  military  success,  under  the  present 
programme,  abolition  is  accomplished  without  the  law." 
Mr.  Longyear  (Rep.)  of  Michigan  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  Mr.  Donnelly  (Rep.)  of  Minne- 
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sota  adilres-sed  the  ILuise  in  its  favor.  "T  cannot," 
lie  said,  "perceive  tlu;  advantage,  to  aii)  man,  of  the 
de^^radation  oi"  any  other  man  ;  and  I  feel  assured  of 
the  greatness  and  perpetuity  of  my  country,  only  in  so 
far  as  it  identifies  itself  with  the  uninterrupted  progress 
and  the  universal  liln  rt\-  of  mankind."  ^Nlr.  Dennison 
(l)t'm.)  ol"  I'cmisN  i\  aula  op|)osed  the  measiu'c  and  the 
general  policy  of  the  Administration.  Mr.  Stevens 
spoke  in  advocacy  of  the  bill,  and  of  a  radical  antislavery 
j)t)licy.  Mr.  Strouse  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania  severely 
denounced  the  policy  of  the  Administration  ;  and  Mr. 
Cravens  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  followed  in  a  general  assault 
upon  the  principles  and  measures  of  the  Administration. 
On  the  3d,  Mr.  IVi-ham  (Kep.)  of  Maine  spoke 
earnestly  for  the  measure,  and  Mr.  Keenan  (Dem.)  of 
New  York  strenuously  opposed  it.  ]\Ir.  Gooch  (Rep.) 
of  Massachusetts  sujjportcd,  and  ^Ir.  IVrry  (Dem.)  of 
New  Jersey  opposed,  the  ])assage  of  the  bill.  Mr. 
Fernando  A\'ood,  the  leader  of  the  unconditional  peace 
Democrats,  made  an  elaborate  speech  against  it.  "We 
of  this  generation,"  he  said,  "may  not  be  able  to  esti- 
mate the  full  measure  of  the  misery  that  will  follow  the 
realization  of  the  fantastic  theory,  Avhieh,  j)r()mising  to 
remove  the  yoke  from  every  slundder,  will  curse  the 
earth  uith  sterility,  and  man  with  vice  and  ])()verty." 
]\Ir.  Kelley  (Kep.)  of  IVnnsylvania  would  pass  this  bill 
"as  a  means  of  organizing  conquest  and  peace."  The 
debate  was  resumed  by  ]\Ir.  Cox  of  Ohio  on  the  4th. 
"1  ask  for  this  people  justice,"  said  Mr.  Boutwell  (Rep.) 
of  Massachusetts,  "  in  the  presence  of  these  great  events, 
in  this  exigency,  when  the  life  of  the  nation  is  in  peril, 
and   when   Q\cvy  reflecting  person   nnist    sec    that    the 
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cause  of  that  peril  is  in  the  injustice  we  have  clone  to 
the  negro  race.  I  ask  that  we  shall  now  do  justice  to 
that  race.  They  are  four  millions.  They  will  remain 
on  this  continent.  They  cannot  be  expatriated.  They 
await  the  order  of  Providence.  Their  home  is  here. 
It  is  our  duty  to  elevate  them,  to  provide  for  their  civ- 
ilization, for  their  enlightenment,  that  they  may  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  labor  and  their  capacity."  Mr. 
Pendleton  (Dem.)  of  Ohio  spoke  strongly  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  He  declared,  "It  creates  unity  ;  it 
destroys  liberty ;  it  maintains  integrity  of  territory, 
but  destroys  the  rights  of  the  citizen."  Mr.  Davis 
moved  a  substitute  for  the  bill.  Mr.  Ancona  (Dem.) 
of  Pennsylvania  moved  that  the  bill  and  substitute  be 
laid  on  the  table.  The  motion  was  lost.  The  cpiestion 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Davis's  substitute ;  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed. INIr.  Cox  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill;  and  they  were  ordered,  —  yeas  73, 
nays  59.  So  Mr.  Davis's  bill  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives . 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  of  which  Mr.  Wade  was  chairman.  On 
the  27th  of  May,  Mr.  Wade  reported  back  the  bill 
with  amendments.  On  the  1st  of  July,  Mr.  Wade 
moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  consideration.  Mr.  Lane 
of  Kansas  opposed  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Pomeroy 
advocated  it.  Mr.  Powell  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  and  they  were  ordered, — yeas  20,  nays  11. 
INIr.  Wade  opposed  all  amendments.  Mr.  Lane  of 
Kansas  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  word  "  white  "  before  the  word  "  male  ;  " 
and  the  question,  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  re- 
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suited  —  yeas  5,  nays  21.  ^Ir.  Pn-owii  (Ivep.)  of 
i\Iissinii-i  iiiovt'il  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  anil  insert,  that  when  tlie  inhabitants  of  any  State 
have  been  declared  in  a  state  of  insurrection  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  President,  by  force  and  virtue  of 
the  act  of  the  13th  t)f  July,  l.SGl,  they  shall  be  inca- 
pable of  casting  any  vote  for  President,  or  of  electing 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress.  Mr.  AVade 
expressed  the  hope,  that  the  amendment  would  not  be 
ado[)ted.  ]Mi'.  CarJile  opposed  the  original  bill.  The 
question  being  on  ]\lr.  Brown's  amendment,  Mr.  Con- 
ness  (Union)  from  (California  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  and  they  were  ordered, — yeas  17,  nays  16  :  so 
Mr.  Brown's  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  "  That  the  procla- 
mation of  emancipation  issued  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  on  the  first  day  of  January,  18(53,  so  far 
as  the  same  declares  that  the  slaves  in  certain  designat- 
ed States,  and  poitions  of  States,  thenceforward  should 
be  free,  is  hereby  adopted,  and  enacted  as  a  statute  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  a  rule  and  article  for  the 
government  of  the  military  and  na\al  forces  thereof." 
JNIr.  Hale  opposed  the  amendment  to  ]Mr.  Brown's  sub- 
stitute, as  he  did  not  wish  it  embarrassed  by  any  other 
question.  Mr.  Sumner  thought  it  im[)0ssiblc  for  any 
person  who  recognizes  the  proclamation  of  emanci})a- 
tion  to  vote  against  the  amendment.  "I  wish,"  he 
said,  "to  make  the  present  sure,  and  to  fix  it  for  ever- 
more and  iiinnortal  in  an  act  of  Congress."  Mr. 
Saulsbury  (Dem.)  of  Delaware  declared  that  "  au  Ad- 
ministration soon,  thank  God,  will  be  in  power,  which 
will  wipe  out  all  this  species  of  legislation,  and  will  do 
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it  Avithout  blood-shedding  too."  Mr.  Brown  was  in 
favor  of"  J\lr.  Sumner's  amendment  as  an  independent 
proposition,  but  not  on  the  pending  bill.  The  question 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Sumner's  amendment,  —  yeas  11, 
nays  21.  jNIr.  Wilson  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
]Mr.  Brown's  amendment ;  and  they  were  ordered,  — 
yeas  20,  nays  13.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  amended,  — yeas  26,  nays 
3.      So  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Davis,  non-concui'red  in  the  Senate  amendment,  and 
asked  a  Committee  of  Conference  ;  and  Mr.  Davis  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Ashley  of  Ohio,  and  jNIr.  Dawson  of 
Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  conferrees.  The  Senate, 
on  motion  of  jNIr.  Wade,  by  a  vote  of  18  yeas  to  14 
nays,  receded  from  ]Mr.  Brown's  amendment.  Mr.  Da- 
vis's bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  2d  of  July,  but  did 
not  receive  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 
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CONFINEMENT   OF   COLORED   PER,SONS   IN   THE   WASH- 
INGTON JAIL. 

>1K.  WILSON'S  JOINT  ItKSOLUTION.  —  HKMAUKS  OK  MK.  WILSON,  MK.  CLARK, 
MU.  half:,  MU.  WILSON,  SIR.  FKSSKNDKN,  MR.  Sl'MN-ER.  —  MK.  CLARK's 
RESOLUTION.  —  SIR.  GRIMES'S  BILL.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  GRI.MES.  —  MR. 
roWELL'S  -VMENDMENT.  —  REMARKS  OK  MR.  1>EARCE,  MR.  POWELL,  MK. 
CARLILE,  MR.  WILSON,  MR.  FESSKNDEN,  MR.  LATHAM,  MR.  COWAN. — 
PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL.  —  MR.  WILSON'S  BILL.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  WIL- 
SON. —  MK.  GKIJIES'S  AMENDMENT.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  BI'doUGALL, 
MK.  HAIJ-:,  MK.  WII.SOX,  MK.  I'KAKCE,  MR.  SL'MNEK.  —  MK.  BINGHAM'S 
BILL. 

I>«  the  Senate,  on  the  4th  of  DeceniLor,  1<S(J1,  ]\Ir. 
Wilson  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  introduced  a  joint 
resohition,  that  "  all  persons  wlio  may  have  been  arrest- 
ed as  fugitives  from  service  or  labor,  and  confined  in  the 
county  jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  sliall  be  dis- 
charged therefrom."  Mr.  Wilson  stated  tliat  he  had 
"visited  the  jail,  and  such  a  scene  of  degradation  and 
inhumanity  he  had  never  witnessed.  Tiiere  were  per- 
sons almost  entirely  naked ;  some  of  them  without  a  shirt. 
Some  of  those  persons  were  free  ;  most  of  them  had 
run  away  from  disloyal  masters,  or  liad  been  sent  there 
by  disloyal  persons,  for  safe  keeping  until  the  war  is 
over."  He  read  the  report  of  Mr.  Allen,  a  govern- 
ment-officer, in  regard  to  sixty  of  the  persons  confined 
there.  Mr.  Chuk  (Kep.)  of  New  IIamj).-liire  heartily 
concurred  in  the  desirt-d  olijt'ct  ;  but  he  thdiiglil  tlic 
names   should  be  [)ut   in   the  resulution. 
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"I  am  very  glad,"  said  Mr.  Hale  (Rep.)  of  New 
Hampshire,  "that  this  report  has  been  made  and  pre- 
sented here,  because  it  will  help  to  answer  a  question  that 
was  put  to  me  a  great  many  times  long  and  long  ago, — 
what  the  North  had  to  do  with  slavery.  I  think,  when 
the  Northern  States  find  out  that  they  are  supporting 
here  in  jail  the  slaves  of  rebels  who  are  fighting  against 
us  ;  that  we  are  keeping  at  the  public  expense  their 
slaves  for  them  until  the  war  is  over,  —  it  will  have  a 
tendency  to  enlighten  some  minds  in  regard  to  the 
proper  answer  to  that  question.  If  there  be  any  duty 
which  this  Congress  owes  to  humanity  and  to  itself,  it  is 
to  look  into  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  Dis- 
trict, and  to  see  to  it  that  those  who  have  been  ground 
to  the  earth  heretofore  may  not  be  ground  still  more 
under  your  auspices  and  your  reign."  Mr.  M'Dougall 
(Dem.)  of  California  moved  to  refer  the  joint  resolu- 
tion to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Wilson  was 
willing  his  resolution  should  go  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, or  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 
"I  hope,"  he  said,  "that  these  persons  will  be  dis- 
charged as  speedily  as  possible,  and  then  that  a  law  will 
be  passed  punishing  anybody  for  arresting  such  per- 
sons ;  and  that  all  the  laws  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
oppressive  or  degrading  to  any  portion  of  the  people, 
will  be  wiped  from  the  statute-book,  and  that  all  the 
ordinances  of  the  city  of  that  character  will  be  annulled  ; 
and  then  I  trust  that  judicial  ti'ibunals  will  be  estab- 
lished worthy  of  us,  and  that  a  system  for  selecting 
jurors  will  be  adopted  which  will  secure  the  ends  of 
justice  ;  and  then  I  hope  that  slavery  will  be  swept 
away  for  ever  from  the  District,  and  the  national  ca])i- 

30 


o")0  CONFINEMENT    OF    COLOltl.I)    TERSONS 

tnl  freed  fr«)iu  its  pollution.  The  prison  wliii-li  stands 
in  this  city  is  a  burning  shame  and  a  disgrace  to  our 
country;  and  I  hu|ir  ii  will  lie  Icxcllcd  wiili  the  dust, 
and  that  a  prisiui  tit  to  kee[»  hiunaii  bt■in^■s  in  \vill  be 
erected.  The  other  day,  tlie  French  legation  carried  to 
iliat  prison  gentli'iiieii  \vh((  had  tra\crsed  the  world 
examining  prisons,  —  gentlemen  who  were  investigatino 
the  subject  of  prisons,  and  their  construction  and  dis- 
cipbne.  The  jailer  told  me  yesterday,  that,  after  they 
had  gone  through  this  prison,  tliev  observed  that  they 
had  never  seen  anywhere  such  a  prison,  with  one 
exception  ;  and  that  was  in  Austria.  If  senators  will 
go  to  the  prison  ;  if  they  can  bear  to  g»j  there,  and 
Contemplate  for  a  few  moments  what  their  eyes  will 
look  upon,  —  I  think  they  will  then  be  disposed,  at  any 
rate,  to  liberate  those  poor  creatures,  who  are  confined 
there  for  no  offence  whatever,  and  to  construct  a  prison 
worthy  of  a  Christian  people."  ^Vlr.  Fessenden  (Rep.) 
of  Maine  saw  but  one  remedy  ;  and  he  had  been  hoping 
to  see  the  day  when  Congress  Avould  ''  sweep  all  the 
courts  of  this  District  put  of  existence,  and  remodel  the 
whole  affair.  .  .  .  But  with  reference  to  runaways,  men 
who  have  escaped  from  rebel  masters,  if  the  abuse 
which  has  been  brought  to  our  notice  exists  here,  or 
exists  anywhere,  I  wish  now  to  say  before  the  country, 
—  for  this  matter  has  excited  some  interest,  not  only  in 
our  armies,  liut  elsewhere,  —  that  I  am  for  renderinsT 
the  most  ample  justice  to  them,  \\henever  it  can  be 
done  legally  and  constitutionally  ;  and  there  swe  few 
instances,  I  trust,  in  which  both  these  conditions  will 
not  be  foimd  to  agree  in  reference  to  that  matter," 
"There  is,"  said   Mr.    Sumner,   "a  black  code  in  this 
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District,  derived  from  the  old  legislation  of  ^laryland, 
which  is  a  shame  to  the  civilization  of  our  age.  If  any 
one  wishes  to  know  why  such  abuses  exist  in  our  prisons 
and  in  oiu*  courts  here  as  have  been  to-day  so  eloquent- 
ly pointed  out,  I  refer  him  to  that  black  code.  You 
will  find  in  that  black  code  an  apology  for  every  outrage 
that  is  now  complained  of.  If,  therefore,  senators  are 
really  in  earnest ;  if  they  are  determined  that  the  na- 
tional capital  shall  be  purified,  that  the  administration 
of  justice  here  shall  be  worthy  of  a  civilized  community, 
—  they  have  got  to  expunge  that  black  code  from  the 
statute-book  :  but  to  expunge  that  black  code  from  the 
statute-book  is  to  expunge  slavery  itself ;  and  that  lirings 
us  precisely  to  the  point.  Senators  will  mistake  if  they 
undertake  to  meet  this  question  merely  on  the  threshold, 
merely  at  the  outside.  They  have  got  to  meet  it  in  its 
essence,  in  its  substance.  Why  is  that  prison  such  an 
offensive  place  as  I  know  it  to  be  ?  —  for  it  has  been 
my  fortune  to  visit  it  repeatedly.  It  is  on  account  of 
slavery  :  it  is  the  black  code  which  prevails  in  this  Dis- 
trict. Why  is  justice  so  offensively  administered  in 
this  District?  It  is  on  account  of  those  brutal  senti- 
ments generated  by  slavery,  sanctioned  by  the  black 
code  which  the  courts  in  this  District  enfoi'ce."  INIr. 
iM'Dougall,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  modi- 
fied his  motion  so  as  to  refer  the  joint  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  it  was  so 
referred. 

On  the  9th,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clark, 
adopted  a  resolution ,  "  That  the  Marshal  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  directed  to  inform  the  Senate  by  what 
authority  he  receives  slaves  into  the  jail  of  the  District 
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at  tlie  rtMjuerit  of  their  masters,  and  hokls  them  hi  oon- 
finoiiu'nt  until  discharged  hy  their  masters." 

Mr.  (irimes,  on  the  2d  ot"  January,  1802,  introduced 
a  hill  in  rej^ard  to  the  administration  of  criminal  justice 
in  the  District  of  Cohnnhia.  It  was  referred  to  the  Dis- 
trict Connnittec,  and  reported  hack  l)y  ]\Ir.  Grimes,  on 
the  (Uii,  with  nincndiiu'Uts.  'i'hc  hill  proxidcd  that  all 
persons  not  held  in  final  judgment,  who  were  confined 
])rior  to  tlic  last  term  of  the  criminal  court,  were  to  he 
discharged  ;  and  the  judge  of  the  ci-iminal  court  was  to 
cause  an  order  to  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  court 
before  the  final  adjournment  of  each  term,  recjiiiring  a 
general  delivery  of  all  persons  confined  in  the  jail  before 
the  grand  jury  for  that  term  were  impanelled,  and 
against  whom  no  indictment  Avas  found  hy  them.  "I  am 
not,"  said  ]\Ir.  Grimes,  "  very  fresh  in  my  reading  of 
history  ;  but,  from  my  recollection  of  the  descriptions 
of  prisons  I  have  read  of,  I  think  that  there  never  was 
a  place  of  confinement  that  would  be  compared  Avith 
the  Washington  Jail  as  it  was  at  the  commencement  of 
the  jiresent  session,  except  the  French  Bastille  and  the 
dungeons  of  ^'^cnice.  AVhen  I  visited  the  jail  the  other 
day,  I  had  hardly  entered  the  threshold  before  a  colored 
boy  stepped  up  to  me,  and  tapped  me  on  the  shoulder. 
lie  happened  to  know  who  1  was.  Said  he,  '  I  have 
been  here  a  year  and  four  days.'  I  askt'd  him  for  what 
oflfence.  He  said  he  was  confined  as  a  runaway.  I 
asked  him  if  any  one  claimed  him.  'No.'  —  'Are  vou 
a  free  boy?'  —  'Yes.'  Turning  around  to  the  jailer,  I 
asked  him  if  that  was  so.  He  said  it  was.  I  asked 
him,  '  Ibiw  dtj  you  know  it  to  be  so?'  I  found  that  the 
boy  had  been  confined,   not  twelve   montiis   only,   but 
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thirteen  months  and  four  clays,  merely  on  the  charge  of 
being  a  runaway." 

On  the  14th,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill ;  the  pending  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Powell  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  to  amend  the  bill, 
so  as  not  to  discharge  fugitive  slaves.  jNIr.  Grimes 
commented  upon  the  communication  just  received  from 
Ward  11.  Lamon,  the  ^Marshal  of  the  District,  in  regard 
to  the  rule  he  had  adopted,  excluding  members  of  Con- 
gress from  the  jail  without  a  written  permission  from 
him.  Mr.  Pearce  (Dem.)  of  Maryland  was  opposed 
to  the  enactment  of  the  bill.  "You  cannot,"  he  said, 
"expect  success  in  restoring  the  Union,  if  it  be  known 
that  your  policy  is  one  of  emancipation.  Mr.  Powell 
thought  the  sole  object  of  the  bill  was  the  liberation  of 
fugitive  slaves.  "  The  effect  of  the  bill,"  he  said,  "  clear- 
ly will  be  to  release  every  fugitive  slave  from  jail." 
Mr.  Pomeroy  (Rep.)  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Morrill  (Rep.) 
of  Maine,  advocated  the  passage  of  the  measure.  Mr. 
Carlile  (Dem.)  of  Virginia  would  not  vote  for  the  bill : 
but  he  desired  "  to  act  upon  it,  and  get  rid  of  it ;  and 
thus  one  peg,  at  least,  will  be  taken  from  gentlemen, 
upon  Avhich  they  hang  their  sympathetic  speeches  for 
the  negro  race."  ^Slr.  ]Morrill  sharply  replied  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Carlile.  Mr.  Wilson  read  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe  of  Massachusetts,  stating  that 
the  same  atrocities  were  practised  in  the  jail  at  Alexan- 
dria. He  pronounced  the  jail  in  Washington  "  a  dis- 
honor and  a  disgrace  to  the  nation,  and  it  should  be  lev- 
elled with  the  dust."  —  "I  have  three  sons  in  the  army, 
out  of  four,"  said  ]\[r.  Fessenden  ;  "  and  I  never  Avould 
have  consented  that  one  of  them  should  be  there  if  his 
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liil'  was  to  1)1'  pei-illeil,  exposed  to  sickness  or  other  dan- 
gers, iiikUt  the  autlioiity  of  nicii  who  ordered  liiiu  to  ar- 
rest fuf^itive  shives,  and  ri'tiiiii  ihi m  to  their  masters." 
He  denounced  the  n'tui'u  of  l'iiL;iti\e  shi\t's  hv  othcers  of 
the  army  as  "  an  outrage  to  whicli  lie  woidd  not  submit, 
unless  he  was  com])elled  to  suhniit  to  it."  Mr.  Latham 
(Dem.)  of  California  would  vote  for  the  hill  without 
amendment.  ^Fr.  Collamcr  earnestly  opposed  Mr. 
Powell's  amendment  not  to  discharge  persons  claimed 
as  fugitive  slaves.  lie  protested  utterly  against  con- 
lining  a  negro  until  an  owner  was  found  for  him.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  Mr.  Powell's  amendment, 
and  it  was  lost, — yeas  5,  nays  85.  Mr.  Cowan  (  Kejt.) 
of  IV'nnsylvania  in(|uired  if  there  was  ''any  law  in  the 
District  which  allows  slaves  to  be  impounded  in  the 
common  jail  as  estrays  are  impoimded  in  other  conn- 
tries."  ]Mr.  Sumner  replied,  that  "it  was  certainly  the 
practice."  —  "If  it  be  the  law,"  said  ]Mr.  Cowan,  "I  do 
not  see  in  what  way  this  bill  is  going  to  operate  to 
prevent  it."  Mr.  Clark  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so 
that  no  person  could  be  connnitted  without  a  warrant; 
and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, — • 
yeas  31,  nays  4.      So  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  ]\Ir.  Wilson  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  appointment  of  a  warden  of  the  jail  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  said  the  jail 
was  "  under  the  control  of  Mi-.  Pliillij)S,  the  De|)nty-Mnr- 
slial  ;  and  under  the  superinteiideney  of  a  negro  thiet"  by 
the  name  of  \\'ise."  This  ^^'i^e  had  stolen  a  negro  from 
a  Ivhode-Island  I'euiiiieiit  w  itliin  a  few  da\  s,  and  had  tied 
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a  negro,  lieltl  as  a  fugitive  slave,  for  attempting  to  escape 
from  the  jail,  over  a  barrel,  and  "  cobbed  "  h'un.  "  Now, 
sir,  I  want  it  understood  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  coun- 
try, and  by  the  men  who,  on  their  bended  knees  and  over 
tlieir  Bibles,  prayed,  in  the  year  1860,  for  an  end  to 
these  crimes  against  humanity,  that  this  man  Wise,  this 
negro  thief,  who  is  the  superintendent  of  the  jail,  is 
there  to-day  by  our  votes  and  our  influence,  and  we  are 
responsible  for  it  before  the  nation  and  before  Almighty 
God  ;  and,  for  one,  I  wash  my  hands  of  the  crime,  and 
I  denounce  it." 

On  the  13th,  Mr.  Grimes  reported  back  the  bill  with 
an  amendment ;  and,  on  the  14th,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  its  consideration.  The  committee  proposed  as  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  all  of  the  original  bill,  and 
insert  a  substitute.  Mr.  M'Dougall  opposed  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Morrill  and  Mr.  Hale  advo- 
cated it.  Mr.  Wilson  said,  "The  night  after  I  intro- 
duced the  bill,  our  man  Wise,  our  negro  thief,  whom 
we  keep  there,  went  out  into  the  city,  and  stole  a  wo- 
man who  declares  herself  free,  and  her  mother  says 
she  is  free."  ]\Ir.  Pearce  opposed  the  bill.  "I  am 
glad,"  said  Mr.  Sumner,  "this  subject  has  been  brought 
before  the  Senate.  I  feel  personally  obliged  to  my 
colleague  for  the  way  in  which  he  did  it,  and  also  to  the 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  for  their  prompt 
report  of  the  bill ;  but  I  hope  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  will  pardon  me  if  I  say  that  I  do  not  think 
his  committee  went  far  enough.  He  ought  to  have 
reported  a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  marshal.  There 
is  an  old  saying,  that  '  he  gives  twice  who  quickly 
gives  ; '  and  surely  there  is  no  occasion  for  the  applica- 
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tion  of  tliat  saying  more  pertinent  than  a  ease  of  in- 
justice like  tiiis  :  surely  we  ou^iit  to  Ix-  prompt,  and 
e\ery  nionicnl  ol  (ltl;i\-  is  ;i  .-liainc  u[»i)ii  us."  The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  Dth  of 
December,  LSGI,  ]Mr.  Bingham  (Rep.)  introduced  a 
joint  I'csoiution  "  in  regard  to  the  conunitment  of 
negroes  to  the  jail  of  the  District  of  Columbia."  The 
resolution  declared  that  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  in 
force  in  the  l)istrict  of  ('oluiuliia.  \\hirh  autlujrize  the 
commitment,  to  the  jails  of  said  District,  of  persons  as 
runaways,  or  suspected  or  charged  with  being  runa- 
ways, and  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  which  authorize 
the  sale  of  persons  so  connnitted  for  chai'gcs  of  commit- 
ment or  jail  fees,  be,  and  the  same  are,  repealed ;  and 
so  to  commit  or  imprison  or  sell  any  person  for  the 
causes  aforesaid  within  said  District  is  hereby  declared 
a  misdemeanor.  This  joint  resolution  was  referred  to 
the  fJudiciary  Conunittee,  but  no  action  was  taken  upon 
it ;  nor  were  the  bills  relating  to  the  jail  passed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives.  But  the  ex])osiue,  in  Con- 
gress, of  the  shameful  abuses  in  that  prison,  brought 
redress  to  the  victims  of  ''  black  codes  "  and  dishonest 
officials.  On  the  2')th  of  January,  1(S()2,  the  Hon. 
A\'illiam  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  addressed  to 
^Marshal  Lamon  the  following  order  :  — 

"The  President  of  ilie  United  States  being  satisfied  that 
the  following  in-trnetions  eontnivene  no  law  in  force  in  tliis 
District,  and  that  they  can  be  executed  witliont  waiting  tor 
legislation  by  Congress,  I  nm  direeted  to  convey  them  to  yon. 
As  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  yon  will  not  receive 
into  custody  any  persons  claimed  to  be  held  to    service    or 
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labor  Avithin  the  District  or  elsewhere,  and  not  charged  with 
any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  unless  upon  arrest  or  commitment 
pursuant  to  law  as  fugitives  from  such  service  or  labor ;  and 
you  will  not  retain  any  such  fugitives  in  custody  beyond  a 
period  of  thirty  days  from  their  arrest  and  commitment,  uidess 
by  special  order  of  competent  civil  authority.  You  will 
forthwith  cause  publication  to  be  made  of  this  order ;  and, 
at  the  expiration  of  ten  days  therefrom,  you  will  apply  the 
same  to  all  persons  so  claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor, 
and  now  in  your  custody.  This  order  has  no  relation  to  any 
ai'rests  made  by  military  authority." 
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NEGRO     T  E  S  T  I  M  O  N  Y. 

Till':  IIU.I.  TO  Al'.nl.ISH  SLAVKKY  IN  THK  DISTIUCT  OK  COI.VM  ISIA.  —  MR. 
SUMNElt's  AMKNDMKXT.  —  SLI'l'LE.M KNTAUY  BILL  TO  ABOLISH  SLAVEUY 
IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  AMENDMENT.  —  MR. 
SU.MNER'S  bill.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CIVIL  AI'I'RO- 
PHIATION  BILL.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  SUMNER,  MR.  SHERMAN.  —  MR. 
BUCKALEW'S  AMENDMENT.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  SAULSBURY,  MR.  HOW- 
ARD. —  MR.    SUMNER'S   AMENDMENT  ADOPTED. 

nj^^IIE  original  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
JL  the  District  of  Coliuiil)ia,  introduced  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  on  the  16th  of  December, 
1861,  proyided  that  the  claimant  may  be  summoned 
before  the  commissioners,  and  examined  on  oath  ;  and 
that  the  party  for  whose  service  compensation  is  claimed 
may  also  be  examined  before  the  conmiissioners,  and 
may  testify.  This  provision  simply  secured  to  the  pei'- 
Bon  claimed  to  owe  service  or  labor  the  right  to  testily 
before  the  commissioners. 

j\Ir.  Sumner  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  3d  of 
April,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  empowering  the 
commissioners  to  take  testimony,  "  without  the  exclu- 
sion of  witnesses  on  account  of  color."  Mr.  Saulsbury 
(Dem. )  of  Delaware  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and 
tiu'v  were  ordered,  — yeas  26,  nays  10.  This  amend- 
ment empowered  the  commissioners  appointed  to  assess 
the  sum  to  be  paid  for  each  slave  claimed  to  own  ser- 
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vice  or  labor ;  to  examine  and  take  the  testimony  In  the 
pending  cases  of  colored  witnesses,  free  or  slave. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  the  Senate  having  under  con- 
sideration Mr.  Wilson's  supplementary  bill  for  the  re- 
lease of  certain  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  add  as  a 
new  section,  "  That,  in  all  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of  any 
witness  on  account  of  color."  Mr.  Powell  (Dem.)  of 
Kentucky  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  they  were 
ordered, — yeas  25,  nays  11. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  25th  of  June,  18(34,  Mr.  Sum- 
ner moved  to  amend  the  third  section  of  the  Civil  Appro- 
priation Bill  by  adding,  "  that,  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of  any  witness 
on  account  of  color."  In  support  of  his  amendment, 
Mr.  Sumner  read  a  note  from  a  member  of  the  Virgi- 
nia Constitutional  Convention,  stating  that,  unless  the 
freedmen  were  allowed  to  give  testimony,  "  their  persons 
and  property  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  every  vagabond 
who  may  happen  to  have  a  black  heart  Instead  of  a 
black  skin.  It  is  hard,"  he  said,  "  to  be  obliged  to 
ai'gue  this  question.  I  do  not  argue  it.  I  will  not 
argue  it.  I  simply  ask  for  your  votes.  Surely  Congress 
Avill  not  adjourn  without  redressing  this  grievance.  Tlie 
king,  In  Magna  Charta,  promised  that  he  would  deny 
justice  to  no  one.  Congress  has  succeeded  to  this 
promise  and  obligation."  Mr.  Sherman  said  he  had  al- 
ways voted,  and  always  should  vote,  to  make  no  distinc- 
tion in  the  color,  condition,  form,  or  nation,  of  a  man  as 
a  witness  ;  "  but  I  beseech  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts not  to  load  down  this,  the   last  of  the  appropria- 
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tion  bills,  with  amendments  that  are  likely  to  create 
controversy  between  the  two  Houses."  ]Mr.  Carlilc 
Avoiikl  "  appeal  to  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  to 
Avithtlraw  this  aiiiendinont."  He  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it;  and  they  were  ordered.  Mr.  Bucka- 
lew  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania  moved  to  add  to  j\Ir. 
Sunmer's  amendment,  "  or  because  he  is  a  party  to  or 
interested  in  the  issue  tried."  ^Ir.  Sunmer  was  in  favor 
of  the  pro])osition  taken  ))y  itself,  but  did  not  wish  it 
j)ut  upon  his  amendment.  Mr.  Brown  reminded  ]\fr. 
Sunnier,  that  that  is  just  what  other  people  said  about 
his  amendment.  ]\lr.  Sumner  understood  that,  but 
wished  "  to  secure  this  justice."  ]\[r.  Jjuekalew  wished 
"  to  secure  the  additional  justiee  pi-ovi(U'd  for  by  his 
amendment."  Mr.  Saulsbury  did  not  wish  "to  say  any 
thing'  about  the  '  ni2,-o;er'  aspect  ofr  the  case.  It  is  here 
every  day  ;  and  1  suppose  it  will  be  here  every  day  for 
years  to  come,  till  the  Democratic  party  comes  into 
power,  and  wipes  out  all  legislation  on  the  statute-book 
of  this  character,  which  I  trust  in  God  they  will  soon 
do."  —  "Is  it  to  be  presumed  at  the  outset,"  said  ]\Ir. 
Howard  (Ivep.)  of  ^Michigan,  "  that,  because  a  man  has 
a  blaek  skin,  he  either  cannot  or  will  not  tell  the  truth 
in  court  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  those  persons,  who  object 
to  the  examination  of  black  persons  as  witnesses  on  the 
ground  that  they  are  black,  put  it  upon  this  most  unphi- 
losophical,  and,  I  nuiy  add,  most  inhuman  and  cruel  pre- 
sumption, that  a  negro  either  cannot  or  will  not  tell  the 
truth  iu  any  case.  I  shall  be  guilty  of  presiuning  no 
such  thing."  Mr.  A\'ilkinson  (Rc]).)  of  Minnesota  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  IhiekaK'w  the  modilieation  of  his  amend- 
mcnt,  so  as  to  apply  oidy  to   civil  actions  ;    and  he  so 
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modified  it.  j\Ir.  Sumner  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted.  The  vote  was  taken,  and  ^Ir.  Bucka- 
lew's  amendment  to  Mr.  Sumner's  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  — ayes  21,  noes  not  counted.  The  question 
being-  then  taken  on  the  amendment  as  amended,  it  was 
adopted,  — yeas  22,  nays  16.  The  Civil  Appropriation 
Bill  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  2d  of  July, 
1861 :  so  that  no  witness  is  now  excluded  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  on  account  of  color.  . 
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CHAPTER   XXI. 

THE    COASTWISE   SLA\T:-TKADE. 

lf.R.  SUMNEK's  hill.  —  MK.  SUMNEK's  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CIVIL  APPRO- 
PKIATION  HILL.  —  HEMAKKS  OF  MK.  SHERMAN,  MR.  SUMNER,  MR.  JOHN- 
SON, SIR.  IIENDRU  KS,  MR.  COLLAMER,  MR.  JOHNSON,  MR.  SAULSBUKY, 
MR.  DOOLITTLE.  —  AUOITION   OF   MR.    SUMNER'S   AMENDMENT. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  2od  of  j\Iarch,  1864,  Mr.  Sum- 
ner (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  Slavery  and  Freedmen,  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit 
commerce  in  slaves  among  the  several  States,  and  the 
holding  or  transportation  of  human  beings  as  property 
in  any  vessel  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  National 
Government.  The  bill  provided  that  thei-e  shall  be 
no  commerce  in  slaves  among  the  several  States,  by 
land  or  by  water ;  and  any  person  attempting  or  aiding 
to  transport  slaves  as  an  article  of  commerce  from  one 
State  to  another  State,  or  any  person  who  shall  take 
part  in  such  commerce,  either  as  seller,  buyer,  or  agent, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  being 
convicted  thereof,  shall  suffer  imprisonment  for  not 
more  than  five  years,  and  be  fined  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars  ;  and  every  slave  so  treated  as  an  article 
of  commerce  shall  be  free ;  and  no  human  being  shall 
be  held  or  transported  as  property  in  any  vessel  on  the 
high  seas,  or  sailing  coastwise,  or  on  any  navigable  water, 
within  the  jiu-isdiction  of  the  United  States  ;  and  every 
vessel  violating  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  for- 
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feited  to  the  United  States.    But  this  bill  was  not  taken 
up  for  consideration. 

The  Senate,  on  the  24;th  of  June,  proceeded,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Civil  Appropriation  Bill.  Mr.  Sumner  (Rep.) 
of  Massachusetts  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  sec- 
tions eight  and  nine  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or 
place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1808,"  which  said  sections  undertake  to  reg- 
ulate the  coastwise  slave-trade,  are  hereby  repealed. 
Mr.  Sherman  (Rep.)  of  Ohio  would  not  oppose  the 
amendment  on  an  ordinary  bill.  He  had  read  the  two 
sections  referred  to  in  the  amendment,  and  felt  dis- 
posed to  repeal  them  ;  but  he  trusted  the  Senate  would 
keep  the  bill  free  from  disputed  political  questions.  Mr. 
Sumner  regi'etted  the  opposition  of  ]Mr.  Sherman, 
though  it  was  one  of  form  only.  "  In  moving  it  now," 
he  said,  "  on  an  appropriation  bill,  I  follow  approved  pre- 
cedents :  it  is  in  conformity  with  order  and  with  usage. 
...  I  propose,"  he  said,  "to  remove  from  the  statute- 
book  odious  provisions  in  support  of  slavery.  Whoever 
is  in  favor  of  those  provisions,  whoever  is  disposed  to 
keep  alive  the  coastwise  slave-trade,  or  whoever  wishes 
to  recognize  it  in  our  statutes,  will  naturally  Aote 
ajjainst  mv  motion.  And  vet  let  me  sav  that  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  understand  how  at  this  moment,  at  this  stage 
of  our  history,  any  senator  can  hesitate  to  unite  with 
me  in  this  work  of  expurgation  and  purification."  Mr. 
Johnson  of  Maryland  contended  that  the  repeal  of  these 
sections  of  the  act  of  1807  would  leave  the  slave-trade 
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open  to  iinrestraiiu'd  al)uscs.  Mr.  Sumner  didered 
"  radically  t'roiii  the  senator  I'roiii  .Maryland.  He  is 
always  willing  to  interpret  the  Constitution  for  slavery : 
I  interpret  it  for  freedom.  He  proceeds  as  if  tliose  old 
days  still  eontinued,  when  slavery  was  installed  suj)renie 
over  the  Supreme  Court,  <i-ivinLr  iuinitinitv  to  slavery 
everywhere.  The  times  have  changed,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  will  yet  testify  to  the  change.  To  me  it  seems 
clear,  that,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
no  person  can  be  held  as  a  slave  on  shipboard  within  the 
national  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  national  flag  cannot 
cover  a  slave.  The  senator  thinks  diiferently,  and  re- 
lies u[)on  the  Supreme  Court;  ))ut  I  eamiot  doubt  that 
this  regenerated  tribunal  will  yet  speak  I'or  freedom,  as 
in  times  past  it  has  spoken  for  slavery.  And  I  trust, 
should  my  life  be  spared,  to  see  the  senator  from  Mary- 
land, who  bows  always  to  the  decisions  of  that 
tribunal,  recognize  gladly  the  law  of  freedom  thus 
authoritatively  pronounced." 

]\fr.  Hendrick  (Dem.)  of  Indiana  expressed  surprise 
that  any  senator  should  oppose  the  proposition,  as  it 
would  eventually  be  ado[)te(l.  He  regretted  to  see  all 
the  laws  nuide  by  the  fathers  to  carry  out  the  Constitu- 
tion fall,  one  after  another.  ]Mr.  Sumner  proposed  to 
amend  his  amendment  by  adding  at  the  end,  "and  the 
coastwise  slave-trade  is  prohibited  for  ever."  ]Mr.  Col- 
lamer  (Rep.)  of  Vermont  asserted,  that,  "if  it  be  true 
that  Congress  can  prohibit  the  carrying  of  slaves  as 
articles  of  eonnnerce  from  one  State  to  another,  they 
can  allow  it  from  one  State  to  another  :  and  the  State 
cannot  prevent  it.  T  say,  if  they  can  prohibit  it  or 
regulate  it,  they  can  allow  it  and  license  it ;    and  no 
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State  can  preAcnt  it.  .  .  .  In  my  judgment,  all  laws,  I 
do  not  care  when  they  are  attempted  to  be  made  nor 
when  they  Avere  made,  that  undertake  to  deal  with 
slaves,  who  are  persons  under  the  Constitution  and  our 
laws,  as  articles  of  merchandise  in  any  form,  under  any 
regulations  of  trade  whatever,  are  unconstitutional ; 
and  I  believe  to  make  a  law  now  to  prohibit  the  carry- 
ing of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another  for  sale  is  totally 
unauthorized.  .  .  .  Therefore,  inasmuch  as  the  sections 
of  the  law  to  which  our  attention  is  now  called,  and 
which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal,  are  of  that  character, 
and  attempt  to  deal  with  the  subject  as  of  that  charac- 
ter, I  say,  repeal  them."  Mr.  Johnson  did  not  concur 
in  the  views  expressed  by  Mr.  Collamer ;  and  that 
senator,  on  the  25th,  replied  to  his  criticisms.  Mr. 
Sumner  said,  that,  "in  view  of  the  minute  and  ample 
legislation  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  passengers  and 
of  the  coasting-trade,  I  submit  there  can  be  no  question 
that  Congress  can  go  farther,  and,  by  a  final  regulation, 
declare,  that,  in  that  coasting-trade,  there  shall  be  no 
such  thing  as  the  slave-trade."  The  question,  being 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  —  yeas  13,  nays  20. 
So  the  amendment  was  lost  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

After  the  Civil  Appropriation  Bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  jNIr.  Sumner  again  moved  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion to  the  Ijill,  that  sections  eight  and  nine  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  Act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808,"  which  sections  under- 
take to  regulate  the  coastwise  slave-trade,  are  hereby 

31* 


366  THE    COASTWISE    SLAVE-TKADE. 

repealed,  and  tlu'  ('oastwise  sl!i\e-trade  j)r()liil)ited  for 
ever.  ''It  si-ems  to  ine,"  he  said,  "this  Congress  will 
do  ^^^(lnJ^'•  to  itself,  wrong  to  the  eountry,  wrong  to 
history,  wrong  to  our  national  eaiise,  if  it  separates 
Avitiiout  clearing  the  statute-book  of  every  su])port  of 
slavery.  Now,  this  is  the  last  support  that  there  is  in 
the  statute-book  ;  and  I  entreat  the  ISenatc  to  remove 
it."  ]\rr.  Saulsbury  (Dein.)  of  Delaware  moved  the 
indelinite  postponement  of  the  bill ;  and  the  motion 
was  rejected.  Mr.  Doolittle  (Kep.)  of  ^Yisconsin 
voted  against  the  })roposition  ;  but  as  other  amendments 
had  been  put  on  the  bill,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
abolition  of  the  coastwise  slave-trade,  he  should  vote 
for  it.  The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  resulted  —  yeas 
23,  nays  14.  So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  approved  by  the  President  on  the  2d  of  July, 
1864. 
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COLOK    NO    DISQUALIFICATION    FOR    CARRYING    THE 
MAILS. 

MR.  SUMNER'S  BILL. —  PASSAGE  IN  THE  SENATE.  —  REPORTED  BY  MR. 
COLFAX  IN  THE  HOUSE.  —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  COLFAX.  —  MR.  DAWES. — 
MR.  WICKLIFFE.  —  BILL  LAID  ON  THE  TABLE.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  BILL. — 
MR.  COLLAMER'S  AMENDJIKNT. —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  COLLAMER.  — JIR. 
LANE  OF  INDIANA.  —  MR.  LANE  OF  KANSAS.  —  MR.  SAULSBURY.  —  MR. 
SUMNER.  —  MR.  POWELL.  —  MR.  HENDRICKS.  —  MR.  POWELL'S  AMEND- 
MENT.—  REMARKS   OF    MR.    CONNESS.  —  MR.   JOHNSON. 

IX  the  Senate,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1862,  Mr. 
Sumner  (Rep.)  of  Massachusetts  introduced  a 
bill  to  abolish  all  disqualification  of  color  in  carrying 
the  mails ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post-offices  and  Post-roads  ;  and,  on  the  27th,  Mr.  Col- 
lamer  reported  it  back  without  amendment.  The  Senate, 
on  the  11th  of  April,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
remove  all  disqualification  of  color  in  carrying  the  mails. 
It  provided,  that,  from  and  after  its  passage,  no  person, 
by  reason  of  color,  should  be  disqualified  from  employ- 
ment in  carrying  the  mails  ;  and  all  acts,  and  parts  of 
acts,  establishing  such  disqualification,  including  es- 
pecially the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1825,  are  repealed.  Mr.  Powell  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
and  they  were  taken,  — yeas  24,  nays  11.  So  the  bill 
passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Colfax  (Rep.)  of  Indiana,  on  the  20th  of  May, 
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reported  it  tioin  thi.'  lluusc  I'ust-ullicc  Ctjuuuittec,  with 
the  recomniendatiun  that  it  do  not  [)a.ss.  lie  exphilned 
the  reasons  tiir  the  action  of  tin-  conunittce.  "It  does 
not,"  he  said,  "  alh'ct  exchisively  the  bhicks  of  the  coun- 
try. It  will  throw  open  the  business  of  mail  contracting, 
and  of  thus  hcconiiuLi-  officers  of  the  Post-office  Depart- 
ment, not  only  to  blacks,  but  also  to  the  Indian  tribes, 
civilized  and  unci\  ilized  ;  and  to  the  Chinese,  who  have 
come  in  such  hu'ge  numl)ers  to  the  Pacific  coast.  .  .  . 
It  would  allow  all  over  the  South  the  empk)yment  by 
the  slaveholder  of  his  slaves  to  carry  the  mail,  and  to 
receive  compensation  for  the  hibor  of  such  slaves  out  of 
the  Federal  treasury.  By  the  ])resent  law,  not  a  dollar 
is  ever  paid  out  of  the  j^ost-office  treasury  to  any  slave- 
holder for  the  labor  of  his  slave."  It  was  necessary  to 
have  testimony  to  con\ict  mail  depredators;  "  and  col- 
ored men  were  not  allowed  to  testify  in  the  courts  of 
many  of  the  States."  ]Mr.  Dawes  (Kep.)  of  ]\Iassachu- 
setts  inquired  of  ]\Ir.  Colfax  "  whether  he  su})poses 
depredators  upon  the  mails  are  tried  in  the  State  courts, 
or  whether  they  are  tried  in  the  United-States  courts  ; 
and,  if  the  latter,  whether  he  and  I  do  not  make  the 
laws  of  the  Ignited  States  and  the  courts  of  the  I'nited 
States,  prescribing  who  shall  tcstifv,  and  who  shall  not." 
Mr.  WickHffe  (Dem.)  of  Kentucky  stated  that  "the 
law  which  this  bill  proposes  to  repeal  was  originally 
enacted  to  exclude  sonie  men  in  the  South  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  obtaining  mail  contracts,  and  employing 
their  negroes  to  drive  their  stages  and  carry  the  mails." 
]\Ir.  Colt'ax  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Fessenden  (Kep.)  of  ^Slaine  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  ;  and  they  were  ordered.     On  the  21st,  the  vote  to 
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lay  the  bill  on  tlic  table  was  taken,  and  resulted  —  yeas 
82,  nays  45. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Sumner  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  remove  all  disqualification  of  color  in 
carrying  the  mails  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Post- 
office  Committee.  Mr.  Collamer,  on  the  11th  of  Feb- 
ruary, reported  it  back  with  an  amendment.  The 
Senate,  on  the  26th,  proceeded  to  its  consideration  ; 
the  question  being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee,  to  add,  "that,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of  any  witness  on 
account  of  color."  Mr.  Collamer  said,  "  The  bill  is 
sufficiently  explicit  in  itself;  but  the  committee  were  of 
the  opinion,  that  if  persons  of  color  were  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  rendered  eligible  to  be  employed,  as  cai'- 
riers  of  the  mail,  by  those  who  have  contracted  to  carry 
it,  and  who  wish  to  employ  them,  it  would  be  unsafe 
to  commit  to  their  hands  the  mail,  when  they  could 
not  themselves  be  witnesses  against  tliose  who  should 
violate  that  mail,  steal  it,  rob  it,  and  commit  depre- 
dations upon  it."  Mr.  Lane  (Kep.)  of  Indiana  had 
voted,  and  would  vote,  against  the  measure.  "  I  am 
proud,"  said  Mr.  Lane  (Rep.)  of  Kansas,  "that  I 
represent  a  State,  the  people  of  which  have  intelligence 
sufficient  to  sift  all  testimony  presented,  and  justice 
enough  to  receive  the  truth  from  the  lips  of  individuals, 
without  reference  to  color."  Mr.  Saulslniry  (Dem.) 
of  Delaware  declared,  "  We  are  legislating  against  rea- 
son, against  our  own  race,  1)y  such  enactments  as  this." 
Mr.  Sumner  read  a  letter  from  Postmaster-General 
Gideon  Granger  to  Senator  Jackson  of  Georgia,  to 
show  that  the  "  ori<2,in  of  the  ofiensive  lemslation  sought 
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to  1)0  roniovod  o;ro\v  diit  of  a  proposition  to  sustain 
elaverN'."  Mr.  I'ow  ell  (Iciioiiiieed  the  hill  as  "  fanatical 
and  r;i(li(';il  U■^•islati()^  :  "  he  (Iciuandcd  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  JNlr.  Hendricks  (Deni.) 
of"  Indiana  was  not  "  content  to  see  a  law  passed  by 
the  Conuress  of  the  United  States,  placing  the  negro 
upon  the  platform  of  e(iuality  with  the  white  race  in 
the  courts  of  the  country,  the  sanctuary  of  our  rights. 
Standing  alone,  the  white  race  has  progressed  for  a 
thousand  years,  without  a  step  backward.  Standing 
alone,  the  negro  race  has  gone  downward  and  down- 
^vard  for  a  thousand  years."  Mr.  Harlan  (Kep.)  of 
Iowa  inquired  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  "if,  in  Ins  opinion, 
riding  in  a  public  conveyance  with  another  either  creates 
or  becomes  evidence 'of  social  equality  between  the  par- 
ties."—  "I  did  not  refer,"  replied  ]Mr.  Hendricks,  "to 
any  particular  action  of  this  body ;  but  I  referred  to  the 
general  tendency  of  our  proceedings,  giving  nearly  all 
the  time  of  the  Senate  to  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  negro,  but  very  little  of  it  to  the  white 
man."  Mr.  Powell  proposed  to  amend  the  amendment, 
so  that  it  would  only  apply  to  "  cases  for  robbing  or 
violating  the  mails."  This  limitation  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Conness  (Union)  of  California,  whose  purpose 
was  "  to  receive  testimony  and  proof  from  any  source 
that  is  human."  jNIr.  Johnson  of  ^laryland  regretted 
the  introduction  of  the  measure  ;  but,  if  a(loj)ted,  he 
trusted  it  would  be  confined  to  free  persons  of  color. 
The  bill  was  not  further  considered,  and  is  pending  in 
the  Senate. 
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NO  EXCLUSION  FROM  THE  CARS  ON  ACCOUNT  OF 
COLOR. 

MR.  SUMNEK's  amendment. —  REMARKS  OF  MR.  SAULSBURY,  MR.  JOHNSON, 
MR.  SUMNER,  MR.  MORRILL.  —  MR.  SUMNER'S  AMENDMENT.  —  REMARKS 
OF  MR.  SHERMAN,  MR.  HENDRICKS,  MR.  WILLEY,  MR.  SUMNER,  MR.  WIL- 
SON, MR.  TRUMRULL,  MR.  SUMNER,  MR.  WILSON,  MR.  GRIMES,  MR.  POW- 
ELL.—  AMENDMENT  AGREED   TO. 

IN  the  Senate,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1863,  Mr. 
Sumner  moved  to  amend  the  IJouse  bill  to  extend 
the  charter  of  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Rail- 
road Company,  by  adding  to  the  first  section,  "  that  no 
person  shall  be  excluded  from  the  cars  on  account  of 
color."  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  —  yeas  19,  nays  18.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  was  concurred  in  by  the  Plouse, 
and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  od  of  March, 
1863. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  16th  of  March,  Mr.  Sumner 
proposed  to  amend  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  by  adding,  "  that  there  shall 
be  no  regulation  excluding  persons  from  any  car  on 
account  of  color."  Mr.  Saulsbury  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  there  should  be  such  a  strong  disposition 
manifested  on  the  part  of  white  men  and  the  represen- 
tatives of  white  men  to  ride  in  the  cars  with  neijroes. 
"Has  any  gentleman,  any  man  who  was  born  a  gentle- 
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iimii,  or  aii\-  man  who  has  the  instinct.s  of  a  ireiitleinan, 
t'tlr  himself  degraded  \>y  tlie  fact  tliat  he  was  not  hon- 
ored hy  a  scat  by  the  side  of  some  free  negro?  lias 
any  hidy  in  the  United  States  felt  herself  aggrieved  from 
the  fact  that  she  was  not  honored  with  the  company  of 
Miss  Dinah  or  ]Miss  Chloe  on  hoard  these  cars?"  ^Ir. 
Johnson,  on  the  ITtli,  maintained,  in  ve[)ly  to  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury,  that  colored  jK'rsons  had  a  legal  right  to  ride  in 
the  cars;  anil,  if  cxchidi'd,  they  had  the  same  rights  as 
white  men  to  a|»])eal  for  reth-ess  to  the  courts:  but 
wiiether  a  white  man  is  t(j  ride  in  a  car  with  black 
passengers,  or  whether  a  black  man  is  to  ride  in  a  car 
appropriated  to  white  passengers,  is  a  matter  that  he  did 
not  think  touched  any  of  the  great  issues  now  before  the 
country.  j\Ir.  Sunuier  agreed  with  Mr.  Johnson,  that 
"colored  people  have  the  legal  right  to  enter  the  cars, 
and  the  proprietors  are  trespassers  when  they  undertake 
to  exclude  them."  ]\Ir.  Carlile  thought  it  better  to 
leave  the  subject  to  the  courts,  that  arc  open  alike  to 
the  white  and  the  black  man.  Mr.  Doolittle  thought 
the  amendment  entirely  unnecessary.  ]\lr.  JNIorrill 
replied  in  a  speech  of  eloquence  and  power  to  iSIr. 
Saulsbury.  In  reply  to  the  remark  of  ]\Ir.  Saulsbury, 
that  this  question  ))ctween  the  races  had  better  be  left 
to  the  gentlemanly  instincts  of  the  superior  race  and  to 
the  })rini'iples  of  Christianity,  Mr.  Morrill  said,  ''Chris- 
tianity is  an  inspiration  of  love  and  good-will  to 
man,  —  purifying,  elevating,  emancipating;  not  a  law 
of  force, — binding,  Inthralling :  "  but,  "under  the 
influence  of  tlie  gentlemanly  instincts  of  the  su])erior 
race,  slavery  has  come  to  be  cherished,  —  cherished  as  a 
benefaction  to  the  race  ;  cherished  as  a  great  social  good  ; 
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cherished  as  the  corner-stone  upon  which  you  are  to  rear 
American  institutions,  —  the  corner-stone  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty."  The  question  being  taken  on  ]Mr. 
Sumner's  amendment,  it  Avas  agreed  to,  —  yeas  19, 
navs  17.  Tlie  House  concm-red,  and  the  President 
approved  the  bill. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  amend 
"  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Washington 
and  Georgetown  Railroad  Company  "  by  adding,  "  that 
there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of  any  person  from  any 
car  on  account  of  color."  Mr.  Sherman  thought  "the 
amendment  ought  not  to  be  adopted."  Mr.  Hendrick 
opposed  the  amendment,  because  it  tended  to  depreciate 
the  value  of  investments  made  on  the  faith  of  former 
legislation.  ]Mr.  Willoy  would  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
the  Senate,  had  deliberately  decided  that  negroes  "had 
the  same  right  under  the  original  charter  to  go  into  any 
car,  as  white  persons."  —  "I  presume,"  said  Mr.  Sum- 
ner, "  the  senator  will  vote  against  this  proposition ;  for 
he  would  not  act  naturally  if  he  did  not."  —  "He  can 
ride  with  negroes  if  he  sees  proper,"  replied  Mr.  AVilley  ; 
"  so  may  I :  but,  if  I  see  proper  not  to  do  so,  I  shall  fol- 
low my  natural  instincts,  while  he  follows  his."  —  "I 
shall  vote  for  this  amendment,"  said  Mr.  Wilson  ;  "and 
my  own  observation  convinces  me  that  justice,  not  to 
say  decency,  requires  tliat  I  should  do  so.  Some  weeks 
ago,  I  rode  to  the  capital  in  one  of  these  cars.  On  the 
front  part  of  the  car,  standing  with  the  dri\er,  were,  I 
think,  five  colored  clergymen  of  the  Methodist-Episcopal 
Church,  dressed  like  gentlemen,  and  behaving  like  gen- 
tlemen.   These  clergymen  were  riding  with  the  driver  on 

32 


374  NO    EXCLUSION'    FROM    THE    CARS 

the  iVoiit  phitfurm  ;  uiul  luskle  the  car  were  two  ilrinikon 
loafers,  concliu,'tin<^  and  behaving-  themselves  so  badly, 
that  the  conductor  threatened  to  turn  them  out."  Mr. 
Trumbull  denied  that  any  ri<fht  would  be  secured  to 
the  colored  man  l)y  the  amendment.  "This  provision," 
he  said,  "can  y;[\c  \ut  additimial  rii^ht  to  tlie  ne<^ro." 
]Mr.  Suuiiu  r  said,  "  I  always  re|^arded  the  AVilmot  Pro- 
viso, it"  tlie  Constitution  were  pro[)erly  interpreted,  sur- 
plusage :  yet  1  never  hesitated,  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  to  vindicate  it ;  and  I  believe  the  senator  never 
hesitated,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  to  do  the  same. 
.  .  .  And,  on  the  same  principle,  I  insist  that  this  proviso 
also  should  be  adoj)ted."  —  "The  senator  from  Illinois 
tells  us,"  said  Mr.  AVilson,  "  tliat  the  colored  people 
have  a  leoal  right  to  ride  in  these  cars  now.  A\'e  know 
it  ;  nobody  doubts  it  :  but  this  company  into  which  we 
breathed  tlie  breatli  of  life  outrages  the  riglits  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  colored  people  in  tliis  District,  in  our  pre- 
sence, in  defiance  of  oia*  opinions.  They  may  act 
according  to  their  prejudices  ;  and  I  would  not  offend 
their  prejudices,  unless  it  were  necessary  to  protect  the 
rights  of  others.  I  tell  the  senator  from  Illinois,  that  I 
care  far  more  ibr  the  rights  of  the  humblest  black  child 
that  treads  the  soil  of  the  District  of  C'oluml)ia  than  I  do 
for  tlie  prejudices  of  this  cor[)oration,  and  its  friends  and 
j)atrons.  The  rights  ot"  the  hunil)U'st  colored  man  in  the 
capital  of  this  Christian  nation  are  dearer  to  me  than  the 
commendations  or  the  thanks  of  all  persons  in  the  city 
of  AVashington  who  sanction  this  violation  of  the  rights 
of  a  race.  1  give  this  vote,  not  to  ofiend  this  corpora- 
tion, not  to  t)lfend  anybody  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
but  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  poor  and  the  lowly, 
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trodden  under  tlie  heel  of  power.  I  trust  we  shall  pro- 
tect rights,  if  we  do  it  over  prejudices  and  over  interests, 
until  every  man  in  this  country  is  fully  protected  in  all 
the  rights  that  belong  to  beings  made  in  the  image  of 
God.  Let  the  free  man  of  this  race  be  permitted  to  run 
the  career  of  life ;  to  make  of  himself  all  that  God  in- 
tended he  should  make,  when  he  breathed  into  him  the 
breath  of  life."  Mr.  Grimes  desired  to  know  if  these 
colored  men  would  not  be  com])elled  to  enforce  their 
rights  in  the  courts  if  the  amendment  should  pass,  and 
"the  company  goes  on,  and  does  exactly  what  it  has 
been  doing."  —  "The  company,"  replied  Mr,  Sumner, 
"  will  not  dare  to  continue  this  outrage  in  the  fiice  and 
eyes  of  a  positive  provision  of  statute."  —  "Poor,  help- 
less, and  despised  inferior  race  of  Avhite  men,"  exclaimed 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  "you  have  very  little  interest  in  this 
Government ;  you  are  not  worth  consideration  in  the 
legislation  of  the  countiy  :  but  let  your  superior,  Sam- 
bo's interests  come  in  question,  and  you  will  find  the 
most  tender  solicitude  in  his  behalf!  AVhat  a  pity  it  is 
there  is  not  somebody  to  lampblack  white  men,  so  that 
their  ri<2:hts  could  be  secured."  Mr.  Powell  thoufjht 
the  senator  from  Massachusetts  should,  "the  next  time 
one  of  his  Ethiopian  friends  comes  to  complain  to 
him  on  this  subject  that  he  has  been  wronged  and 
outraged,  -volunteer  to  bring  an  action  in  the  courts, 
and  teach  this  heartless  corporation  that  they  must  treat 
these  persons  properly,  and  not  deny  them  any  of  their 
legal  rights.  The  senator  has  indicated  to  his  fanatical 
brethren  —  those  people  who  meet  in  free-love  societies, 
the  old  ladies,  the  sensation  preachci'S,  and  those  who 
live  on  fanaticism  —  that  he  has  offered  it ;   and  I  see 
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no  reason  why  we  sliould  take  up  tlie  time  of  tlie  Senate 
eternallv  witli  s(jiial)l)lin^'  over  the  senator's  aniendiuents 
intriKhicuin"  the  nc^ro  into  every  wuod-pile  that  eonies 
along-."  Mr.  Sunnier  ealled  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  and 
they  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resuhed  —  yeas 
14,  nays  16.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  tlie  Senate. 
]\Ir.  Sumner  renewed  his  amendment ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to,  —  yeas  17,  nays  Ki.  The  House  concurred  in  the 
amendment  ;  and  the  W^ashington  and  Georgetown 
Eailroad  Company  was  forbidden  to  exclude  persons 
from  their  cars  on  account  of  color. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

CONCLUSION. 

THE  annals  of  the  nation  bear  the  amplest  evidence 
that  the  patriots  and  statesmen  who  carried  the 
country  through  the  Ilevolution  from  colonial  depend- 
ence to  national  independence,  framed  the  Constitution, 
and  inaugurated  the  Federal  Government,  hoped  and 
believed  that  slavery  would  pass  away  at  no  distant 
period  under  the  influences  of  the  institutions  they  had 
founded.  But  those  illustrious  men  tasted  death  with- 
out witnessing  the  realization  of  their  hopes  and  antici- 
pations. The  rapid  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  country  under  the  protection  of  a  stable  govern- 
ment, the  opening-up  of  new  and  rich  lands,  the  expan- 
sion of  territory,  and  perhaps,  more  than  all,  the 
wonderful  growth  and  importance  of  the  cotton  cultm*e, 
enhanced  the  value  of  labor,  and  increased  many  fold 
the  price  of  slaves.  Under  the  stimulating  influences 
of  an  ever-increasing  pecuniary  interest,  a  political 
power  was  speedily  developed,  which  early  manifested 
itself  in  the  National  Government.  For  nearly  two 
generations,  the  slaveholding  class,  into  whose  power 
the  Government  early  passed,  dictated  the  policy  of  the 
.  nation.  But  the  Presidential  Election  of  1860  resulted 
in  the  defeat  of  the  slaveholding  class,  and  in  the  success 
of  men  who  religiously  believe  slavery  to  be  a  grievous 
wrong  to  the  slave,  a  blight  upon  the  prosperity,  and  a 
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stain  upon  the  name,  of  the  country.  Defeated  in  its 
aims,  broken  in  its  power,  humiliated  in  its  pride,  the 
shiveholdin*;  class  i-aised  at  once  the  banners  of  treason. 
Ketiring-  fioia  i\\v  ( lianilicrs  of  Congress,  abandoning 
the  seats  of  power  to  men  wiio  liad  persistently  o])posed 
their  aggressive  ])olicy,  they  brought  to  an  al)rupt  close 
the  record  of  h:df  a  century  of  SLAVEUY  mi:a.suim:s  in 
C0XGKES8.  Then,  when  slavery  legislation  ended, 
antislavcry  legislation  began.  A  condensed  summary 
of  the  Antislavery  INIeasures  in  Congress,  briefly 
traced  in  the  preceding  pages,  may  perhaps  convey  to 
the  reader  more  distinctly  their  scope  and  magnitude. 

A\'hen  the  Rcbfllion  culminated  in  active  hostilities, 
it  was  seen  that  tiiousands  of  slaves  were  used  foi"  mili- 
tary purposes  by  the  rebel  forces.  To  weaken  the 
forces  of  the  Kebellion,  the  37th  Congress  decreed  that 
such  slaves  should  be  for  ever  free. 

As  the  Union  armies  advanced  into  the  rebel  States, 
slaves,  inspired  by  the  hope  of  personal  freedom,  flocked 
to  their  encampments,  claiming  protecticni  against  rebel 
masters,  and  offeriu""  to  work  and  fii-ht  lor  the  flag: 
■whose  stars  for  the  first  time  gleamed  upon  their  ^■ision 
with  the  radiance  of  liberty.  Kcbel  masters  and  rebel 
sympathizing  masters  sought  the  encampments  of  the 
loyal  forces,  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  escaped 
fugitives  ;  and  they  were  often  delivered  up  by  oflicers 
of  the  armies.  To  weaken  the  power  of  the  insur- 
gents, to  strengthen  the  loyal  forces,  and  assert  the 
claims  of  humanity,  the  37th  Congress  enacted  an 
article  of  war,  dismissing  from  the  service  officers  guilty 
of  surrendering  these  fugitives. 

Three  thousand  persons  were  held  as  slaves  in  the 
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District  of  Culuiubla,  over  -which  the  nation  exercised 
exclusive  jurisdiction  :  the  37th  Congress  made  these 
three  thousand  bondmen  freemen,  and  made  skiveholdinfr 
in  the  capital  of  the  nation  for  evermore  impossible. 

Laws  and  ortlinances  existed  in  the  national  capital, 
that  pressed  with  merciless  rigor  upon  the  colored  peo- 
ple :  the  37th  Congress  enacted  that  colored  persons 
should  be  tried  for  the  same  offences,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  punishments,  as 
white  persons  ;  thus  abrogating  the  "  black  code." 

Colored  persons  in  the  capital  of  this  Christian  nation 
were  denied  the  right  to  testify  in  the  judicial  tribunals  ; 
thus  placing  their  property,  their  liberties,  and  their 
lives,  in  the  power  of  unjust  and  wicked  men :  the 
37th  Congress  enacted  that  persons  should  not  be 
excluded  as  witnesses  in  the  courts  of  the  District  on 
account  of  color. 

In  the  capital  of  the  nation,  colored  persons  were 
taxed  to  support  schools,  from  which  their  own  children 
were  excluded ;  and  no  public  schools  were  provided 
for  the  instruction  of  more  than  four  thousand  youth  : 
the  38th  Congress  provided  by  law  that  public  schools 
should  be  established  for  colored  children,  and  that  the 
same  rate  of  appropriations  for  colored  schools  should 
be  made  as  are  made  tor  schools  for  the  education  of 
wliite  children. 

The  rail\vays  chartered  by  Congress  excluded  from 
their  cars  colored  persons,  without  the  authority  of 
law  :  Congress  enacted  that  there  should  be  no  exclu- 
sion from  any  car  on  account  of  color. 

Into  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  —  one- 
third  of  the  surface  of  the  country,  —  the  slaveholdiug 
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class  claimed  the  right  to  take  and  hold  their  slaves 
under  the  protection  of"  law  :  the  o7th  Congress  pro- 
hibited slavery  for  ever  in  all  the  existing  territory,  and 
in  all  territory  which  may  hereatter  be  acquired  ;  thus 
stamping  freedom  for  all,  for  ever,  ii])on  the  public 
domain. 

As  the  war  progressed,  it  became  more  clearly  appar- 
ent that  the  rebels  hoped  to  win  the  Border  slave  States  ; 
that  rebel  sympathizers  in  those  States  hoped  to  join 
the  rebel  States  ;  and  that  enumcipation  in  loyal  States 
would  ]:)ring  repose  to  them,  and  weaken  the  power 
of  the  Kebellion  :  the  37th  Congress,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  IVesident,  by  the  passage  of  a  joint 
resolution,  pledged  the  faith  of  the  nation  to  aid  lo\al 
States  to  emancipate  the  slaves  therein. 

The  hoe  and  spade  of  the  rebel  slave  were  hardly  less 
potent  for  the  Rebellion  than  the  rifle  and  bayonet  of 
the  rebel  soldier.  Slaves  sowed  and  reaj)ed  for  the 
rebels,  enabling  the  rebel  leaders  to  fill  the  wasting- 
ranks  of  their  armies,  and  feed  them.  To  weidcen  the 
military  forces  and  the  power  of  the  Rebellion,  the 
37th  Congress  decreed  that  all  slaves  of  persons  giving 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  Rebellion,  escaping  from  such 
persons,  and  taking  refuge  A\itliin  the  lines  of  the 
army ;  all  slaves  captured  from  such  persons,  or  de- 
serted by  them ;  all  slaves  of  such  persons,  being 
A\ithin  any  place  occupied  by  rebel  forces,  and  after- 
wards occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  — 
shall  be  captives  of  war,  and  shall  be  for  ever  free  of 
their  servitude,  and  not  again  held  as  slaves. 

The  provisions  of  the  Fugitive-slave  Act  j^ermitted 
disloyal  masters  to  claim,  and  they  did  claim,  the  return 
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of  their  fugitive  bondmen  :  the  37th  Congress  enacted 
that  no  fugitive  should  be  surrendered  until  the  claimant 
made  oath  that  he  liad  not  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
Rebellion. 

The  progress  of  the  Rebellion  demonstrated  its  power, 
and  the  needs  of  the  imperilled  nation.  To  strengthen 
the  physical  forces  of  the  United  States,  the  37th 
Congress  authorized  the  President  to  receive  into  the 
military  service  persons  of  African  descent ;  and  every 
such  person  mustered  into  the  service,  his  mother, 
his  wife  and  children,  owing  service  or  labor  to  any 
person  who  should  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  Rebel- 
lion, was  made  for  ever  free. 

The  African  slave-trade  had  been  carried  on  by  slave 
pirates  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  the  United 
States.  To  extirpate  from  the  seas  that  inhuman  traffic, 
and  to  vindicate  the  sullied  honor  of  the  nation,  the 
Administration  early  entered  into  treaty  stipulations 
with  the  British  Government  for  the  mutual  right  of 
search  within  certain  limits ;  and  the  37th  Congress 
hastened  to  enact  the  appropriate  legislation  to  carry 
the  treaty  into  effect. 

The  slaveholding  class,  in  the  pride  of  power,  per- 
sistently refused  to  recognize  the  independence  of  Hayti 
and  Liberia ;  thus  dealing  unjustly  towards  those  na- 
tions, to  the  detriment  of  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  country  :  the  37th  Congress  recognized  the  inde- 
pendence of  those  republics  by  authorizing  the  President 
to  establish  diplomatic  relations  with  them. 

By  the  provisions  of  law,  white  male  citizens  alone 
were  enrolled  in  the  militia.  In  the  amendment  to  the 
acts  for  calling  out  the  mUitia,  the  37th  Congress  pro- 
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v'uled  for  the  enrolincnt  and  draftin^f  i»f  citizens,  without 
regard  to  eolor ;  and,  by  the  Enrolnu-nt  Act,  cohered 
persons,  free  or  shive,  are  enroHed  and  (hafted  the  same 
as  wliite  men.  The  38tli  Congress  enacted  that  eolored 
soldiers  shall  have  the  same  pay,  clothing,  and  rations, 
and  be  placed  in  all  respects  upon  the  same  footing, 
as  wliitc  .-^dldiiTs.  To  encourage  enlistments,  and  to 
aid  emancipation,  the  38tli  Congress  decreed  that  every 
slave  mustered  into  the  military  service  shall  be  free 
for  ever  ;  thus  enabling  every  slave  fit  for  military  ser- 
vice to  secure  personal  freedom. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  fugitive-slave  acts,  slave- 
masters  could  hunt  their  absconding  bondmen,  require 
the  people  to  aid  In  tlicir  recapture,  and  have  them 
returned  at  the  expense  of  the  nation.  The  3(Sth  Con- 
gress erased  all  fugitive-slave  acts  from  the  statutes  of 
the  Republic. 

The  law  of  1807  legalized  the  coastwise  slave-trade  : 
the  o8tli  Congress  repealed  that  act,  and  made  the 
trade  illegal. 

The  courts  of  the  United  States  receive  such  testi- 
mony as  is  permitted  in  the  States  where  the  coiu'ts  are 
lioldcn.  Several  of  the  States  exclude  the  testimony 
of  colored  persons.  The  o8th  Congress  made  it  legal 
for  colored  persons  to  testify  in  all  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

Different  views  are  entertained  by  public  men  rela- 
tive to  the  reconstruction  of  the  governments  of  the 
seceded  States,  and  the  validity  of  the  President's 
proclamation  of  emanci})ation.  The  38th  Congress 
passed  a  bill  j)ro\i(liiig  tor  the  reconstruction  of  the 
governments  of  the   rebel   States,  and  for   the  emauci- 
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pation  of  the  slaves  in  those  States ;  but  it  did  not 
receive  the  approval  of  the  President. 

By  the  provisions  of  law,  colored  men  are  not  per- 
mitted to  carry  the  mails ;  there  is  pending  in  the 
Senate  a  bill  introduced  by  iSIr.  Sumner,  and  reported 
by  jNIr.  Collamer,  to  repeal  the  law,  and  make  it  legal 
to  allow  colored  men  to  carry  the  mails  of  the  United 
States. 

The  wives  and  children  of  colored  soldiers  may  be 
held  as  slaves,  and  sold,  while  they  are  absent  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  the  country ;  there  is  pending  in  the 
Senate  a  joint  resolution,  introduced  by  ]Mr.  Wilson, 
and  reported  by  him  from  the  Connnittee  on  iSIilitary 
Affairs,  to  make  free  the  wives  and  children  of  colored 
soldiers. 

There  is  pending,  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Mr.  Eliot's  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's  Bureau ; 
which  passed  the  House,  and  was  amended  in  the  Sen- 
ate by  the  adoption  of  iSIr.  Sumner's  substitute. 

There  is  also  pending,  in  the  House,  Mr.  Ashley's 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting  the  Senate  joint 
resolution,  submitting  to  the  people  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  United 
States. 

Such  are  the  "  antislavery  measures  "  considered 
by  the  Thirty-seventh  and  Thirty-eighth  Congresses 
during  the  past  three  crowded  years.  But,  while 
Congress  has  been  engaged  in  this  antislavery  legisla- 
tion, other  agencies  have  been  working  to  the  consum- 
mation of  the  same  end.  The  new  State  of  West 
Virginia  has  adopted  a  system  of  gradual  emancipation. 
jNIissouri  has  followed  in  the  adoption  of  a  gradual  sys- 
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toin,  Avliicli  will  (l(iiil)tlc.<.s  be  ppeedily  changed  to  a 
])lau  of  iiiinu'diate  onianeipation.  A  Constitutional 
Convention  in  Maryland  has  ju-st  framed  a  free  Con- 
stitution, Avhich  will  douhtloss  be  accepted  by  her  peo- 
})lo.  Delaware  is  preparing-  to  adopt  emancipation; 
and  an  emancipation  party  is  rapidly  risinii;  in  Ken- 
tucky. The  rebel  States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 
have,  by  the  action  of  their  loyal  men,  framed  and 
adopted  free  State  constitutions.  The  loyal  men  of 
Tennessee  are  taking  stc[)s  to  call  a  Constitutional 
Convention,  with  a  view  of  placing  that  State  in  the 
list  of  free  conunonwcalths.  Attorney-General  Bates 
officially  pronounces  the  negro  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  colored  man  now  travels  the  world  over, 
bearing  the  passport  of  Secretary  Seward  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  has,  by  proclamation,  declared  hence- 
forward and  for  ever  free  more  than  tlu'ce  millions 
of  slaves  in  the  rebel  States.  Christian  men  and 
women  are  following  the  loyal  armies  with  the  agencies 
of  mental  and  moral  instruction ,  to  fit  and  prepare  the 
enfranchised  freedmen  for  the  duties  of  the  higher 
condition  of  life  opening  before  them. 
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